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THE COMMANDER’S MANSION
The Historical Society of Watertown held
their Holiday Party at the Commander’s Mansion
on the former Watertown Arsenal property on
December 10th, 1999.
The newly renovated historic home, known
as The Rodman House, is now open to the public
for private functions.

The Rodman House

The site of the Watertown Arsenal was
chosen by Captain George Talcott and established
in 1816. The original quadrangle o f 13 brick
buildings was built between 1816 and 1820 and
designed by Alexander Parris, who also designed
Faneuil Hall and the Parker House.
The Arsenal property ceased to be a U.S.
Army Arsenal in 1964. Part of the property was sold
to the town of Watertown in 1968, and the
remaining portion was maintained as the Army

Materials and Mechanics Research Center. The
town sold 43 acres to a developer. In 1981, this
section became the Arsenal Mall.
In 1995, the facility was totally closed
down. The Watertown Arsenal Development Corp
and the Arsenal Reuse Committee have been
supervising a decade long $100 million cleanup and
study to reintroduce this land into the open market.
In 1998 the U.S. government sold the
property to the town o f Watertown. The mansion
and the 7 surrounding acres were turned over to the
town at no cost in August o f 1998. The town then
sold the rest o f the acreage and buildings to O'Neill
Properties, who generously donated $955,000 for
the restoration o f the mansion. Grants o f $100,000
each were awarded by The Massachusetts Historical
Commission and The Massachusetts Preservation
Project’s Fund, and the WADC contributed $210,00
of the Arsenal sale's proceeds for more remodeling
and furnishings for the Rodman House.
Renovations to the house include new
heating
and
cooling
systems,
handicapped
accessibility, an elevator, fire alarms and updated
electrical wiring, as well as restored walls, ceilings
and floors.
During the Civil War, the Arsenal was
commanded by Major Thomas J. Rodman (18151871), who is best remembered for his development
o f the “Rodman Casting Process” which enhanced
the metal structure and increased the life o f the
cannon.
The Commander’s Mansion was built in
1865 by Major Thomas J. Rodman for $63,500 (the
equivalent o f $700,000 today), an enormous amount
o f money for the time. The master mason for the

house was Captain Thomas L. French, who was
employed at the Watertown Arsenal and served as a
town selectman for 15 years. Major Rodman was
taken to task by the U.S. government for his
extravagant spending of taxpayers money and
transferred to Rock Island, Illinois, never to spend
one night in his new home.
Ornamental
wrought
iron
Corinthian
columns flank the front door of the magnificent
brick mansion, with a veranda overlooking the
surrounding 7 acres o f land. The house has 27
rooms, 11 marble fireplaces and 13 foot high
ceilings. There are herringbone pattern designs in
the wooden floors made up of mahogany, birch,
butternut, black walnut, cedar and oak. The home is
brightened by the windows that run almost floor to
ceiling. Many of the rooms have elaborate basrelief, plaster trim moldings and ceiling medallions.
Circular skylights draw attention to the ceilings in
the second and third floor halls.
In 1908, the grounds were landscaped by the
Frederick Law Olmsted firm. Among Olmsted's
other landscape designs were Boston's Emerald
Necklace and New York's Central Park.
The mansion has been a hidden treasure,
although you may have had glimpses of it through
the trees at the corner of North Beacon Street and
Greenough Blvd. Because o f its location on a
government installation, it has not been open for
public viewing throughout its history. Although it
was occupied by the various commanders
succeeding Rodman until the 1980's, it was placed
on the National Register of Flistoric Places in
January of 1976.
The first opportunity for the public to view
this beautiful building came in October 1999 when
it became the annual showcase of interior
decoration for the Junior League of Boston.
The Historical Society was the first non
profit organization to rent the mansion for a
function. Seventy-five guests attended the Holiday
Party, including members o f the Historical Society,
Town
Council,
Public
Library,
Historic
Commission, local businesses and the community.
Many of the designers participating in the
Junior League's showcase chose to donate some of
their pieces to the mansion. The main foyer retained
some of the furniture that had been showcased,
creating a warm and welcome atmosphere for the
guests to enjoy hors d'oeuvres prepared by Maria

Caterer's. The sweeping staircase in the grand hall
was lined with bright red poinsettias, adding to the
festive mood o f all attending. A portrait of
Commander Rodman, painted by Dorothy Gunther
hung on the far wall. Although the portrait was done
within the last few years, it gives the impression it
was done during Rodman's height o f popularity.
His well-known cannon and his illustrious mansion
can be seen in the background. Ms. Gunther has
donated the portrait to the mansion.
A bust portrait o f Rodman hangs in the
study to the left o f the grand hall. This lovely
portrait was done by Elaine Grey, who also donated
her work. It was painted from a black and white
photograph that Ms. Grey acquired from West
Point.

President o f the Historical Society, G. Jack Zollo, on the
poinsettia filled main staircase

The guests then moved into the two main
function rooms to the right o f the grand hall, which
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were swathed with evergreen garlands with maroon
ribbons and bows. The tables included centerpieces
of miniature firtrees and poinsettias. A huge
Christmas
tree
decorated
with
Victorian
ornamentation stood in an archway in front of a bay
window. Festive music created by flutes and harps
softly played in the background.
A traditional turkey dinner with all the
trimmings was set up in the dining room, buffet
style, for all to enjoy.
The historical atmosphere was added to by
the presence of three costumed guests, Bob Childs,
Julia Donahue, and Karl Neugebauer. These
talented individuals have spent a great deal of time
researching the characters and periods of time they
re-enact.

upcoming events that will be taking place this year
celebrating the new millennium. President Zollo
recognized several members o f the community for
their contributions: Town Manager Mike Driscoll
for his accomplishments in educating members of
the town on the history o f Watertown; Town
Council President Clyde Younger for his continued
participation in the success o f our Treaty Day
Celebration; Tony Merullo o f Tile Showcase for his
generous contribution in funding o f our upcoming
Civil War Encampment (see following story); and
Jim Bean o f the WADC for his aid in redirecting
some o f the proceeds from the sale o f the arsenal for
the benefit o f the town.

The festively decorated front living room

Bob Childs, Julia Donahue and Karl Neugebauer

After the delicious meal and a period of
socializing, Paul Brennan, Vice President of the
Historical Society, introduced Jack Zollo, and spoke
of the accomplishments of the Society during Jack's
presidency. Jack gave an enlightening talk on some
of the history of Watertown and a few o f the

Mr. Zollo also awarded “Certificates of
Appreciation" to several members o f the Historical
Society for their untiring dedication.
Town
Manager
Mike
Driscoll
was
introduced and informed the gathering about the
ongoing effort at the Free Public Library to digitize
their photograph archive for CD ROM and the
library’s new website (www.watertown 1ib.orgi The
first phase should be completed in about a month.
He thanked Watertown Savings Bank and Ron
Dean for the 40 banners they provided
commemorating historic Watertown. These banners
have been put up on the light posts throughout
Watertown Square. He recognized Historic
Commission President Fred Griffin for his donation
o f the handsome mirror over the stunning fireplace
in the front living room o f the Rodman House.
During the evening the guests were
encouraged to wander around and enjoy the
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In keeping with this Civil War theme. TheX

magnificent architecture of the mansion which has
remained almost unchanged for 135 years.

Historical Society o f Watertown is hosting a Civil
War Encampment on Saturday, May 13lh and
Sunday, May 14th, 2000.
The event will take place on a portion of the
grounds around the Commander's Mansion on the
former Arsenal property. The re-enactors in this
encampment will show you what day-to-day life
was like during this difficult period o f time. Tents
will be set up showing the food they ate and how it
was cooked and kept. Clothing and personal
belongings will be displayed and worn by several of
the performers. Firearms and ammunition will be
put out for public viewing. A medical tent will be
present explaining the treatment o f the sick and
wounded. Many o f the officers brought their wives
and children along while their units moved around
following the skirmishing. You will see how they
tried to keep their lives as routine as possible by
supplying the children with toys and books they had
at home.
A number of vendors will be present, selling
and explaining different Civil War memorabilia. A
mock battle between our boys in blue and gray will
occur in Arsenal Park.
The Millennium Committee has provided
funding for a musical group to play arrangements
appropriate to the period. Tony Merullo of Tile
Showcase has given a generous donation to help
make this event possible.
Details will be forthcoming in the local
newspapers and from your Flistorical Society in the
near future.

Dorothy Gunther’s painting o f Rodman with the Rodman
Cannon and mansion to the left

The mansion is now available for rental for
weddings, parties, conferences and other events. For
more information call 617-926-7755.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS

CIVIL WAR ENCAMPMENT

G. Jack Zollo - President
Paul Brennan - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Lou Allegro - Asst Treasurer
Karl Neugebauer - Recording Secretary
Mary Ellen Murphy - Corresponding Secretary
Gurden Buck - Councilor
Julia Donahue - Councilor
Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town Crier
Michelle Martin - Councilor
E. Joyce M unger- Councilor
Richard Najarian - Councilor
Jack Piantedosi - Councilor
Ken Rand - Curator
Sigrid Reddy Watson - Councilor

Our November 1999 Public Meeting was
given by David Smith, President of the Civil War
Round Table of Greater Boston. David has been our
guest speaker before, and on this occasion gave a
lecture entitled “They Leaped From Their Spheres."
This fascinating program was about the many
exceptional women of the Civil War and their
impact on the time.
Our Holiday Party took place at the Rodman
House, which was built during the same time
period.
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“TOWN CRIER” GAINS PROMINENT
“ECHOES” COLUMNIST
Ms. Reddy Watson, former Director of the
Watertown Free Public Library, is a Council Member
for the Historical Society o f Watertown and has
graciously agreed to contribute her writings for the
Historical Society's newsletter. “The Town Crier."
We are extremely pleased to be able to offer the
benefit of her knowledge to the members o f our
Society.
Her first contribution to our newsletter is:

Readers of the Watertown Tab & Press are
well aware that Historic Columnist Sigrid Reddy
Watson is no longer writing her "‘Echoes" column for
the publication. Her well-written columns have
helped to educate the community on several historic
aspects of Watertown and is sorely missed by historybuffs and newly interested Watertown history-

CHARLES BRIGHAM LEFT
AN INDELIBLE IMPRESSION
ON WATERTOWN
There are so many markers in Watertown
denoting the former locations o f important buildings
from the past that sometimes we despair of finding
anything still standing that recalls the events and
prominent
individuals
that
made
important
contributions to the town’s history. Such is not the
case with the architect Charles Brigham and the
buildings he designed, many o f which still stand and
are tributes to his skill in building design. His
influence was felt in other spheres as well.
Charles Brigham was born in the old
Coolidge Tavern on Galen Street in 1841, a
descendant of Thomas Brigham, one of the town's
early settlers, who came from England in 1635 and is
said to have lived near the Cambridge line and on the
river, and who “was fined ten shillings in 1651 for
not regulating his hogs." Brigham’s birthplace was

Sigrid ReddV Watson
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razed in the 1890's when the property was bought by
the Boston Elevated Street Railway for its carbarns.
Brigham, who became an architect of note
known far beyond the borders of Watertown, was a
loyal son o f the town, playing an important part in it
all his life. He was in the first graduating class of the
new high school with only six others, all girls, in
1857. and must have been an apt student, for he was
then only sixteen.
By the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861,
Watertown, which had been for many years a hotbed
of abolitionist, temperance, and feminist thought,
bolstered by such business interests as the Walker and
Pratt foundry, and the United States Arsenal, was
ready to participate. Many young men joined the
army and the navy, and in the enthusiasm for the war
Watertown men formed Company K of the 16th
Massachusetts Infantry Regiment, which left for
Baltimore in August of 1861. Among them were their
captain, Joseph Crafts, the Otis brothers, and Charles
Brigham. They joined the Army of the Potomac in
the drive toward Richmond, and were involved in the
Battles of Bull Run and Gettysburg.

business payrolls, for in those days workers were paid
not by check but in cash.)
Charles Brigham's association with John
Hubbard Sturgis in 1866 prepared him for hk
profession as an architect. The partnership designed
and built a number o f public buildings and houses in
Boston and Newport, and in the sixties he helped the
School committee to solve the space problem posed
by population growth by drawing up plans for the
Francis School (named for Convers Francis, the long
time minister o f the First Parish), which was built on
Spring Street o f glazed yellow brick with arched
entrances and a slate roof.
Brigham took pride in the history of
Watertown, and in 1876, when the Fowle House was
threatened with demolition at its location on Mt.
Auburn Street, he bought it and had it moved to its
present location on Marshall Street. In 1888 he and a
group of friends led by Alfred Hosmer, and including
William Ingraham, the town clerk: Dr. Julian Mead:
Solon Whitney, the librarian; Dr. Bennett Davenport
of “Fountain Hill;” and the Reverend Edward Rand
o f the Church o f the Good Shepherd, formed the
Historical Society, the purpose of which was to
preserve the town’s historical records and publish the
members' papers on historical subjects. Several of
these men became Brigham's neighbors on Garfield
Street when he developed the area, where he also
designed several houses. It was due to Brigham's
foresight that the Fowle House, which he had had
moved, was later purchased from him by the
Historical Society, becoming its headquarters in
1922.
!

Tom Gavin and Charles Brigham in front o f Mr. Brigham's
house on Garfield Street
Photo courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library

Charles Brigham returned from the war in
1863 after nine months' service with Company K.
and the company was welcomed with a parade,
speeches and refreshments. Brigham established an
architectural office in Boston and became a wellknown figure in town life, serving as Chairman of the
Board of Trustees for the Public Library, a member of
the School Committee, a Selectman, a member of the
Historical Society, and a director of the Union Market
National Bank, which he helped found in 1873. (The
bank's name reflected its association with the Union
Market Stockyards and furnished the cash for local

Watertown High School, 1914, designed by Charles Brigahm
Photo courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library
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Helen Bean
Jim Bean Sr.
Ann Butler
Leone Cole
Julia Donahue
Ann Duggan
Ellen Griffin
Robert Kelland
Ann Leffert
Michelle Martin
Anthony Merullo
David Murray
Lynne O'Connell
JoAnn O'Neil
R. Lynn Rardin
Sharon Risso
Nannette Schwartz
Agnes Shishmanian
Watertown High School - Social Studies Dept
Susan Wawrzaszck

Charles Brigham had a distinguished career in
architecture. In his partnership with Sturgis he
produced the designs for the Museum of Fine Arts'
^ old building in Copley Square and the Church of the
Advent on Brimmer Street, as well as mansions in the
Back Bay. He is credited with the design of the
extension of Boston's State House, the addition to the
Maine State Capitol building, and the Christian
Science Church. In 1892. the Watertown Savings
Bank moved from the Noyes Block, which it had
occupied since 1870, into a new building designed by
Charles Brigham which had cost $21,000 and stood
until 1928. when it was replaced.
The most visible edifice in Watertown
designed by Brigham is the old East Junior High
School building on Mount Auburn Street now being
considered for alternative use. Designed like a
medieval fortress, in its time it was considered a
beautiful and useful building, the plans for which
were donated to the town by Brigham for a new high
school, and was a replica o f one he had designed for
Fairhaven. Due to his generosity to his native town,
the high school was built with a town appropriation
of $100,000. and opened in 1914 with 219 pupils.
Perhaps Brigham's most visible contribution was his
design of the Town seal, showing Roger Clap
offering an Indian a biscuit in exchange for a bass.

We want to welcome all o f our new members
and hope they enjoy many full'll ling years with us.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Historical Society o f Watertown (as do
all non-profit organizations) depends on volunteers
to support and manage their daily business. The
Society has many wonderful programs ongoing
throughout the year which need dynamic and selfmotivated individuals to lead or participate in. Help
is needed with administrative duties, care and
cataloguing o f the historic collection, educational
programming,
and
grounds
and
building
maintenance. Assistance is required in parade
organization, social arrangements, fundraising,
grant writing, genealogical research and other forms
of the preservation and dissemination of our
resources.. Most o f these programs are maintained
by volunteers on as little as a few hours per month.
Volunteers consist o f people of all ages,
backgrounds and educational levels. Some are
retired and bring a vast wealth o f accumulated
knowledge to our group. Others are parents who
wish to further their knowledge o f the community in
which their children are growing up. There are
professionals who wish to broaden their own

The Town Seal designed by Charles Brigham

NEW MEMBERS
The past year has brought many new members to the
Historical Society.

j

knowledge base, and some become involved for the
social rewards associated with community service.
If you are interested in becoming a
volunteer, we have a number o f people eager to help
bring you on board.
Please call us at 617-923-6067. Please do it
today!!

was received from #26 from 1922 until 1965 and
from #28 from 1922 until 1988.
Restoration efforts were undertaken on two
occasions; first in 1922 when the exterior war'*3^
restored and again in 1965 when #26 was partially
restored on the first floor interior becoming a small
library and meeting place for the Society’s Council.
Common preservation standards for historical
buildings had not been established at each o f these
times so documentation o f these events were never
recorded.
In 1987, the Society applied for and was
awarded tax exemption o f the property by the Town
o f Watertown.
In July o f 1988, Paul Brennan, the
building’s first caretaker, moved in.
The Historical Society hired the Society for
the Preservation o f N ew England Antiquities
(SPNEA) in 1988 to complete an Historical
Structures Report for the property which would
evaluate the building’s condition and provide some
professional guidance in our efforts to pursue a
proper restoration. In April 1988 the report was
presented to the Society. The Council o f the Society
was under a new administration and believed the
report would also help qualify the building for
matching grant with the Massachusetts Historical
Commission. The Society did submit a pre
application for matching funds in 1988 and was
invited to submit a full application for the Mass.
Historical Commission’s FY 1990 cycle.
Lawrence Sorli, Architect was hired to
complete measured drawings o f every level o f the
structure.
Early in 1989, the Historical Society was
informed that the Massachusetts Historical
Commission had lost substantial financial resources
and could not entertain the full application.
The Historical Society continued their
efforts to restore the exterior o f the building to its
appearance o f 1922 from the guidance and
leadership o f then Building Committee Chair
Barbara Yocum. This was agreed upon by the
Council which preserved later additions to the
building and recaptured the first exterior restoration
o f 1922. Ms. Yocum had provided the Building
Committee a paint analysis o f the building’s
exterior.
Other capitol projects were undertaken at
this time with the hope that the community would

THE ONGOING
RESTORATION OF THE
EDM UND FOW LE HOUSE
In our February 1999 edition o f “The Town
Crier” we informed our readers about a $4,000
matching grant we received from the Massachusetts
Historical Commission for the Edmund Fowle
House Restoration Project. The restoration o f the
Edmund Fowle House is one o f 50 local projects in
Massachusetts to be awarded a grant for the repair
and restoration o f deteriorating historic resources.
This grant was provided in order to hire an
architect to help us evaluate the structural
conditions o f the Edmund Fowle House, to
investigate universal access into the building
(handicapped accessibility), and to make detailed
recommendations for the future maintenance,
preservation and rehabilitation o f the structure.
The Edmund Fowle house is one o f only
2,281 properties in this country singled out with the
distinction o f being a National Historic Landmark.
It is a Georgian period building, built circa 1741,
and was the seat o f the Governor’s Council for this
state during the Revolutionary War.
Paul Brennan, our former President and our
current Vice President, is a member o f the
Restoration Committee and has written this column
to give our readers some background into past
restoration efforts and upgrades to our headquarters.
Charles Brigham, a prominent architect o f
his day, sold the Edmund Fowle House to The
Historical Society o f Watertown in 1922. The
Society used the property for rental income in order
to maintain the building, pay property taxes, and
generate some revenue. The building was divided
into two units much like a duplex, with apartment
26 on the left and apartment 28 on the right. Income
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focus and an Annual Appeal Fund drive was begun
in 1997. After some favorable responses, the
Society felt it was in the position o f reaching out for
more professional assistance.
In 1999, The Historical Society o f
Watertown was awarded a matching planning grant
by the Massachusetts Historical Commission.

become involved in the long term and expensive
restoration.
•

•
•
•
•

June 1991 - Using specifications by Lawrence
Sorli, the exterior was painted (using paint
samples provided by the Building Committee)
by the Dave Norris & Daughters Co. at a cost o f
$5300.
July 1991 - The rear cellar bulkhead o f #26 was
replaced with a metal security bulkhead.
August 1991 - The rear porch o f #26 was
removed and replaced.
September 1991 - A project sign was placed on
the front lawn o f the property.
May 1993 - The asphalt roof shingles were
replaced by J. Danforth Roofing Co. (removing
and covering the collapsed w idow ’s walk hatch
located on the rear hip o f the main roof) at a
cost o f $5670.

Those wishing to contribute to the Society’s
Annual Appeal Fund may do so by making their
donations payable to The Historical Society o f
Watertown, and sending it to 28 Marshall Street,
Watertown, MA 02472.

STEP INTO THE PAST!
W ATERTOW N ARSENAL
CIVIL W A R ENCAM PM ENT

Capitol
improvement
and
restoration
projects which the Society felt would be difficult to
find public funding for continued at the
organization’s own expense.
•

•

•

•

•

•

Part of the Historical Society of
Watertown’s Living History Series 2000
Our November 1999 Public Meeting was
given by David Smith, President o f the Civil War
Round Table o f Greater Boston. His fascinating
program, “They Leaped From Their Spheres”, was
about the many exceptional wom en o f the Civil War
and their impact on the time.
Our Holiday Party took place at the Rodman
House, which was built during the same time
period.
In keeping with this Civil War theme, The
Historical Society o f Watertown is sponsoring a
Civil War Encampment, along with the Watertown
Millennium Committee and The N ew England Re
enacting Society, with special thanks to Tile
Showcase for their generous donation towards
funding this affair.
The event w ill take place in Arsenal Mall
Park on Saturday, May 13 th and Sunday, May 14,h,
2000 .
The re-enactors in this encampment will
show you what day-to-day life was like during this
difficult period o f time. Tents w ill be set up
showing the food they ate and how it was cooked
and kept. Clothing and personal belongings will be
displayed and worn by several o f the performers.

May 1990 - Using architect Lawrence Sorli’s
specifications, Izzo Construction Co. was hired
to stabilize the first floor with laly columns and
joists at a cost o f $4360.
June 1990 - Major electrical upgrades took
place for the entire building by Prime Electric
Corp at a cost o f $1411.
March 1991 - Both oil heating systems were
replaced with natural gas burning systems by
Wellesley Plumbing & Heating Co. at a cost o f
$3875.
November 1991 - Both chimney flues were
cleaned out by The Chimney Doctor at a cost o f
$170.
September 1992 - In anticipation o f a new
caretaker, plumbing upgrades were done by
Town Plumbing & Heating at a cost o f $1244.
September 1992 - Electrical upgrades were
done by Prime Electric Corp. at a cost o f $1238.

In September o f 1992, James Lee III, the
building’s second caretaker, moved in.
Having exhausted some o f the financial
resources o f the Society, fundraising became a
5

Interior o f the Watertown Arsenal property c. 1856

Firearms and ammunition will be put out for public
viewing. A medical tent will be present explaining
the treatment of the sick and wounded. Many of the
officers brought their wives and children along
while their units moved around following the
skirmishing. You will see how they tried to keep
their lives as routine as possible by supplying the
children with toys and books they had at home.
A number of vendors will be present, selling
and explaining different Civil War memorabilia.
Staged battle reenactments between our boys in
blue and gray will occur several times during the
weekend. There will be infantry demonstrations,
period music, lectures, medical displays, poetryreading and much, much more.
Details will be forthcoming in the local
newspapers and from your Historical Society in the
near future.

Members o f the Mic Mac Nation during the Treaty Day
Celebration o f 1999

well as other items o f interest. Artillery
demonstrations will take place at various times
throughout the weekend. Vendors will be in
attendance selling items relating to the period.
We also plan on having a Native American
Pow Wow with members o f the Native American
community showing the many different aspects o.
their diverse and interesting cultures. Their displays
will include Native American vendors, story telling,
demonstrations o f native dress and language, as well
as the Grand Entry o f Dancers which was exhibited at
last year's celebration.

TREATY DAY 2000

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS

G. Jack Zollo - President
Paul Brennan - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Lou Allegro - Asst Treasurer
Karl Neugebauer - Recording Secretary
Mary Ellen Murphy - Corresponding Secretary
Gurden Buck - Councilor
Julia Donahue - Councilor
Joyce Kelly - EditorVTown Crier
Michelle Martin - Councilor
E. Joyce M unger- Councilor
Richard Najarian - Councilor
Jack Piantedosi - Councilor
Ken Rand - Curator
Sigrid Reddy Watson - Councilor

The Historical Society has expanded
their celebration of Treaty Day this year. Our 5th
commemoration of the historic signing of the first
treaty of the United States of America with a foreign
nation, the Mic Mac & St. John's Indian Nations of
Nova Scotia and Canada, will take place on July 29th
and 30th. 2000 in Saltonstall Park
A colonial encampment will be recreated with
the help and involvement of our own Provincial
Guard, headed by Jack Piantedosi. The participants
will spend the weekend in tents set up on the grounds
of Saltonstall Park and will be displaying colonial
costumes, encampment equipment and weaponry as
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CHARLES T. BURKE AND HISTORICAL
SOCIETY AWARD WINNERS

r

1760’s when the British government passed a series
o f laws to increase its control over the colonies.
Americans had grown used to a large measure o f
self-government. They firmly resisted the new laws,
especially the laws regarding taxes. Fierce debate
developed over the British parliament’s right to tax
the colonies without their consent.
The most negligible towns and the least
known citizens played substantial roles in this battle
for independence. For instance, Watertown and its
surrounding towns joined together in opposition to
the policies o f the British Parliament. From then on
whenever the General Court attempted to enforce its
will against the colonists they would feel the effects
o f Watertown’s no-tax vote. Being a small town
didn’t make a difference to the General Court,
because the distinction was made when Watertown
boycotted British taxes, destroyed stamps, and
insulted tax collectors. These small steps led to
what would be the Revolutionary War.
A s conflict grew between America and
Britain, violent acts transpired in Boston against
Britain and the British troops which were in town.
On March 5, 1770 a riot took place when 50 to 60
people threatened a British sentinel. Captain
Thomas Preston, a British officer, brought several
soldiers to his assistance. B y that time, the crowd
escalated to about 400 people and was pressing
close to the soldiers. The soldiers then fired into the
crowd, killing three people and wounding eight
others, two o f whom died later. This event was
dubbed the Boston Massacre.

The Historical Society o f Watertown sponsors
the Charles T. Burke Award every year recognizing
the accomplishments o f middle school children in the
Watertown Public Schools. The awards this year were
received by the winners o f an essay contest written by
8th graders.
The eighth grade winner receives $100 and
the second place winner receives $50.00. All students
receive a certificate o f appreciation for their
participation.
The Society also sponsors the Historical
Society Award which is open to the 11th grade. The
winner receives $300.00.
Donations are needed to support these
programs. If you choose to donate to the support o f
these very unique and educationally important
awards, please make your checks payable to The
Historical Society o f Watertown and send it:
C/O The Charles T. Burke Award or
C/O The Historical Society Award
28 Marshall Street
Watertown, MA 02472

th
The 8 grade winner was Siroun Majarian
for Watertown in the Revolutionary Era.
The Revolutionary War began April 19,
1775 in nearby Lexington and Concord, but the
battle had started before shots were even fired.
Tension had been building between Great Britain
and the American Colonies starting in the mid-
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Three years later the situation was no better.
On December 16, 1773 what is known as the
Boston Tea Party befell. On this day the Sons o f
Liberty disguised themselves as Mohawk Indians
and climbed aboard three British ships emptying
342 chests o f tea into the Boston Harbor. Three o f
the men that participated in the Tea Party, were
from Watertown, Captain Samuel Barnard,
Lieutenant Phineas Steams, and John Randall all
were a part o f the scandalous mission to avoid taxes
on tea.
In the summer o f 1774 the citizens o f
Watertown were occupied with preparations for
war. Selectmen purchased ammunition and flints,
and it was voted that twenty pounds would be taken
from the money families pay for pews at the
meetinghouse to pay for powder. Officers with
military rank such as Ens. John Stratton, Captain
Sam Barnard, and Col. William Bond, were given
instructions to train not only the militia but all
citizens for two hours each week for three months.
Two o f Watertown’s cannons were going to be used
in battle and those needed to be mounted with a
wooden frame on two large wheels, and made ready
for firing. All arrangements were done with haste
and completed fully.
On the night o f Tuesday, April 18, colonists
had learned the news that the British were going to
try to take the powder stored at the Concord arsenal.
At midnight, that same night, Abraham Whitney
from Watertown left his home to deliver shoes in
Lynn early the next morning. On route through
Charlestown a man halted him, saying, “Do you
know the regulars are landing?” When he heard this
he threw his delivery o f shoes and rode back into
Watertown warning the citizens and alerting the
militiamen. Then next morning under Captain
Barnard, 139 Watertown militiamen joined Newton
men and both companies entered Lexington firing at
retreating “lobster backs”.
Over the course o f their retreat, a regiment
o f redcoats passed through Watertown. As one
proceeded by Mrs. Lydia Warren Barnard’s house,
she grasped his horse’s bridle and ordered him to
dismount. He pleaded that he had done no shooting,
but opening his cartridge box she found several
cartridges missing. With his own sword she
threatened his existence, until he fell on his knees
and begged for his life.

O f the 139 militiamen from Watertown only
*
one, Joseph Coolidge, perished leaving a wife,
Dorothy, and 7 children (Joshua, Joseph, John,
Marcy, Elizabeth, Eunice, and Lucy). C o o lid g e ^
departed that morning from his Grove Street home
to lead a Natick company to Lexington. Since
Coolidge was one o f the town’s tax collectors, as he
left his wife buried his tax records for safety.
Unfortunately his wife would never see him again.
Beside his body was found a primitive musket;
someone had stolen his own fine gun. His
descendants honored him by erecting a 17 foot shaft
over his grave in the old graveyard at the
intersection o f Arlington and Mt. Auburn Streets.
Other Watertown men tried their best to
improve the situation the Patriots were in. Though
loyal to Britain, Dr. Spring designed his house as a
hospital and attempted to heal the wounded from
the battlefield. A lso, he later cared for the injured at
Bunker Hill. Furthermore he got elected to the
General Court o f the N ew Constitution. John
Draper, a baker, provided bread for the soldiers and,
like Dorothy Coolidge who served rum from her
tavern, got paid by the town in the next year.
The Watertown militia was not called out
for the Battle o f Bunker Hill, but 41 W atertow n"^
men were enlisted in Capt. Crafts’ company in Col.
Gardiner’s regiment o f the new army. This regiment
was posted on Bunker Hill in support o f the redoubt
on Breed’s Hill It covered the retreat, and Col.
Gardiner died o f wounds he had received.
As insignificant as it may seem to history
books or documentaries, Watertown did play an
important role in the Revolutionary War. For the
people who lived in Watertown, their involvement
was meaningful. The militiamen were putting their
lives on the line, and people like Dorothy Coolidge
and John Draper risked poverty by donating what
they had to the army. Knowing that Watertown
played a role in such an important event that still
effects us today, makes a Watertown inhabitant feel
pride in his town. That generation o f Americans,
loyal to their country, that walked on the same land
I walk on today fought for what they believed in
and though they could have easily been defeated,
their will was strong enough to pull them through.
As well as giving me a sense o f pride, this inspires
me to act on my beliefs. I’d like to thank the^5^
colonists who fought in the Revolution and the
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years to come. The house was constructed by 1690
and possibly as early as 1663 as a residence for
Capt. Abraham Browne Jr., grandson to one o f the
original settlers o f Watertown, and used by him as
an inn between the years o f 1709 and 1713. With
low ceilings and an oak frame held together with
wooden pins, the original structure was a modest
two-story house built for the farming family that
today includes additions once occupied by Samuel,
son of Abraham. The only renovation to alter the
original home was added during the 19lh century
and removed before 1919 when it was acquired
from the Browne family by William Sumner
Appleton and donated to the SPNEA. Although the
house was found to be in a near ruinous state, it was
successfully restored after much work in what is
acknowledged to be the first fully documented
restoration in America. This makes the house at 562
Main St. one o f the rarest in the New England
region today, worthy o f preservation.

Watertown Historical Society for opening my eyes
and learning from history.

The 11th grade winner was Nathan W.
Downes for The Captain Abraham Browne House.
The house located at 562 Main Street in
Watertown holds not only the history of the town,
but also the distinction of being one of a handful of
houses remaining in the New England area from the
17th century in such good condition. The house,
originally the residence of the Browne family in
early Watertown, now belongs to the Society of the
Preservation of New England Antiquities, a
museum to remind our community of their rich and
extensive heritage. To acquire such a status as the
Browne house has, a location must have a deep
historical significance within the area and
something to contribute towards the community.
The Browne house meets these requirements in
every way. As the oldest house in Watertown, it is a
relic that directly links modern Watertown to its
past with the history of a family and serves as a
window to early American style architecture.
The Browne house now stands as a museum
for the SPNEA, but up until the twentieth century,
the property was still owned by the Browne family.
The original grant gave Abraham Browne Sr. 60
acres west of Howard Street and south of Main
Street on which was built a house following his
death in 1650. Although the first house built here
burned down around 1670, the house that nowstands soon replaced it. It is amazing to realize that
up until recently, all of this property has never been
sold, actually handed down through the Browne
family, passed on from one generation to another. In
fact, historians recognize this to be one of the only
instances throughout the entire country where an
original grant has remained in possession of direct
descendants of the grantee up into modern time.
Even today, the house remains as a symbol o f the
Browne family’s legacy in Watertown and an
example of life in Watertown three centuries ago.
This home obviously deserves its place next to New
England’s many historic sites, especially seeing as it
predates all Revolutionary homes
Three centuries is a long time for any
structure to remain intact, but the Browne house has
accomplished this and promises to last for many

The Abraham Browne House, prior to restoration in 1924

Behind the story o f the house, there is the
life of the man who lived there. Born on August 26,
1671, Capt. Abraham Browne married Mary Hyde
around 1691 and held many important roles and
responsibilities in early Watertown. There is even a
school named after him adjacent to his house on the
east. His father, the original owner o f the land, was
responsible for promoting the “no taxation without
representation” policy in Watertown that led to the
Revolutionary War. For Watertown, he was the
town treasurer from 1695 through 1700, assessor in
1705, 1706, and 1708, Ensign beginning in 1703, a
selectman in 1712 and 1726, and town clerk in
1712. Through his involvement in town politics, he
j
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was probably able to help shape the newly founded
town into what Watertown would become today.
Abraham was admitted to full communion in the
Church o f Watertown in March o f 1687, becoming
a committeeman for the East Precinct o f the
Watertown Church in 1724, and made Captain o f
Militia in September 1711. In 1709 he was licensed
as an innkeeper, and in 1708 appointed guardian o f
17 year old Ephraim Williams, a boy who later
became Colonel o f the Militia and father to the
founder o f Williams College. Even though
Abraham Browne is long gone, his house, the oldest
in Watertown, is still with us to teach us about life
during his time.
The Browne house holds a good deal o f
architectural significance for Watertown as well.
Gothic in construction, the painstakingly restored
house is covered by a steeply pitched gable roof
from which rises a large brick chimney similar to
the original. The windows and doors are simple
holes in the wall with no molded wood trim and the
original home is now the North Hall o f the standing
building. This room contains a large fireplace in a
very atypical location for houses built during the
time period. While the more common practice
placed the family’s fireplace in the center o f the
house, the Brownes went against all traditional
practices and left their fireplace on the south side o f
the building. This does not seem to have much
importance on the house itself, only that its builders
wanted to expand the house in a different direction
instead o f enclosing the chimney in the middle o f
the house. The house’s sturdy floors and walls are
made o f white pine and ceiling beams o f hewn oak.
During renovations its circular staircase was
reconstructed and rare wrought iron hardware were
uncovered along with the most unique characteristic
o f the house. This included a three-light casement
window frame found in the wall and duplicated on
the current building. This diamond paned window is
the earliest example o f such a window ever found in
N ew England. Upon finding this original piece o f
work from the 17th century, it is still the most
accurate model today for what we know colonial
style windows to be.
In the 1920s, at the time o f its
reconstruction, the repairs needed to salvage this
house cost over $50,000. To many, this cost seemed
too large an expense, but to W. S. Appleton, this
would be an investment in Watertown’s past as well

as its future. He knew that as he would be saving
the past from the inevitable corrosion o f time, he
would also be ensuring this relic be preserved for
future generations. The Browne house has a g r e a * ^
historical significance for Watertown along with
much to offer for those who w ish to learn from their
community’s past. Sites like this home are rarely
found. In an area that is filled with the history o f the
nation and known for its patriots and minutemen,
people still have to come to Watertown for a
glimpse o f the second oldest house remaining in the
state.
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The 8 grade second place winner was Brian
Chimiklis
for
Watertown’s
Role
in
the
Revolutionary War.
The town o f Watertown and its residents
played a prominent role during many o f the
important battles and events o f the Revolutionary
War. Men from Watertown were involved in the
Boston Tea Party, the Battle o f Lexington and
Concord, and the Battle o f Bunker Hill. Places that
we go by every day are locations where important
Revolutionary events took place. Galen, Main an d ^ ^
Mt. Auburn Streets are places where very important
revolutionary events occurred.
American History has much to say about
Boston, Concord and Lexington. The people o f
Watertown were just as upset by King George and
the British Parliament as these other communities.
When taxes were placed on tea, paper and glass, the
Watertown selectmen met and passed resolutions
opposing these unfair taxes. Patriots from
Watertown and other communities painted
themselves as Indians, boarded a British ship in
Boston harbor and threw tea into the harbor. Rather
than pay a higher price for tea that they considered a
luxury, these colonists rebelled and sent at strong
message to the British government.
The Watertown selectmen actually did quite
a bit prior to the Battle o f Lexington and Concord.
One o f the resolutions passed was to supply funding
for the minuteman militia o f Watertown They
appointed a captain, Samuel Barnard, and formed
the company. They were expected to drill at least
once a week. The town also voted to redirect
collected taxes from the British government to the
new civil government.
4
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Church. He was a physician who lived in
Cambridge. Today Church Street in Harvard Square
is named after him. Dr. Church was a respected
member o f the community and served on the
Committee o f Correspondence. One o f his letters to
General Gage o f the British Army was intercepted
and he was exposed as a traitor. The trial was held
in Watertown where he was found guilty.
Another important landmark is at the comer
o f Belmont Street and Mt. Auburn Street. It was
here at Richard’s Tavern that the guns and
ammunition were kept in case o f a battle with the
British. Prior to the Battle o f Lexington and
Concord, the Watertown militiamen met regularly
to march and prepare for battle
History shows that Watertown’s citizens
played an important role during the early part o f the
Revolutionary War. There are historic landmarks,
including the location o f where George Washington
spoke before accepting his command o f the
Revolutionary Army in Cambridge. Being aware o f
these important events and locations helps us to
better appreciate Watertown and its role during the
Revolutionary War
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The towns o f Lexington and Concord are
known
for their Minutemen.
Like
those
communities, Watertown set aside money to buy
ammunition and guns and train militiamen in case
o f a British attack. When the British army marched
on April 18, 1775, to Lexington and Concord,
Watertown residents rallied to the aid o f their fellow
colonists. According to historians, the local
militiamen met in Watertown Square and were
joined by militiamen from Newton. Together they
marched toward Lexington and battled with the
retreating British at the Arlington town line. Joseph
Coolidge, who was the local tax collector, was the
one Watertown citizen who died during that
skirmish.
Two other important battles took place in
the Boston area, the Battle o f Bunker Hill and the
Battle o f Dorchester Heights. The British won the
first and were evicted from Boston during the
second. The Battle o f Bunker Hill involved 41
fighting Watertown men and there were 95 who
fought during the Battle o f Dorchester Heights.
In the early part o f the Revolutionary War
the British occupied Boston and Watertown became
a very important place. The Revolutionary and
/^ P rovin cial leaders left Boston to avoid being
- arrested and Watertown became the seat o f
government. There were so many Bostonians in
Watertown that the Boston town meetings were
held here. Even Paul Revere escaped and relocated
on Galen Street. There he began printing money to
be used by the colonists. The patriot newspaper, The
Boston Gazette , was moved to Watertown where it
continued to be printed. The famous Revolutionary
American, Samuel Adams used this newspaper.
The Provincial Congress (the lower house o f
the General Court), which was a legislative body,
met in Watertown at the comer o f Common and Mt.
Auburn Streets. They met there until the British
evacuated Boston. The Continental Congress and
the Massachusetts leaders felt that civil government
needed to be set up to substitute for the one in place
prior to the insurrection.
The Provincial Congress called for a
General Court to be set up and its members elected.
They decided to meet at the Marshall Fowle house,
(now called the Edmund Fowle House) which was
originally located at the comer o f Marshall and Mt.
Auburn Streets. Some very important meetings took
place at this location including the trial o f Dr.

The 11th grade second place winner was
Lauren DiMascia for Watertown’s Role in the Civil
War.
What com es to your mind when you think o f
the Civil War? A divided country at war with its
citizens fighting against each other, African
Americans fleeing from Slavery, an abolitionist
movement setting out to help those in need in the
south, Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation. I bet
you didn’t think o f Watertown, Massachusetts. This
town played a major role in the war from building
the weaponry at the Arsenal to forming its own
company in the Army. It would leave an everlasting
effect on the town.
The roots o f conflict o f the Civil War are
very extensive. The town was disrupted with stormy
meetings. The democrats and the W higs represented
very different ideas and interests. The Fugitive
Slave act o f 1850 which stated that authorities and
citizens in the north should assist in the capture and
return o f runaway slaves raised many questions o f
responsibility and questioned the power o f
Congress.

r
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Confederacy. War had now been declared and the
«
Mass. Regiment was mobilized and ready for battle.
All throughout their route cheering crowds which
included many citizens and town officials o f ^
Watertown had gathered for them. “On the way
home Sam Steams, a 22 year old carpenter, asked
Selectman Luke Perkins, ‘Why can’t w e raise a
company?’ Eight or so young companions heard
him say, ‘I’m going to enlist’.” (Maud deLeigh
Hodges, Corssroads on the Charles p. 128) This
statement sparked many other Watertown citizens to
hold a special session at Town Hall to discuss the
topic. Sam Steams was the first to enlist for 3 years
followed by James Harrington. Each volunteer
received an enlistment bounty o f $30 as well as
uniforms and private gifts. They were fist quartered
in tents on a field near the west school called Camp
White. These enlistees made up Company K o f the
16th Mass. Infantry Regiment. Volunteers also
entered other regiments and services such as the
Navy. “After the first wave o f enthusiasm cooled,
many would-be draftees met their obligation by
paying for a substitute to serve for them.” (Hodges
p. 128)
Company K was temporarily transferred to
Cambridge before leaving for the South. They w ere^ ^
under the direction o f Colonel Powell Wyman of
Boston and local Unitarian pastor Arthur Fuller.
The Company was then stationed in Baltimore until
September. The next June they joined the army o f
the Potomac under General Joe Hooker in a drive
towards Richmond, the Confederate capital.
The stiff opposition at Glendale resulted in
Colonel Wyman being killed. “There is no doubt
but at Glendale the 16th Massachusetts saved the
Arm y...I can trust them anywhere.” (Hodges p.
128) Meanwhile on the last day o f July when word
o f the bloody two day battle which was the Battle o f
the Bull Run hit Watertown, church services were
interrupted. When the regiment appealed for
dressings for the wounded, women rushed the town
hall with excitement and spent the rest o f their day
making bandages and medical supplies. In
September o f 1862 President Lincoln sent out a
letter o f thanks “for the large amount o f hospital
stores”. The letter ended with Lincoln saying they
“have the kindness to convey to the generous
donors the assurance o f my grateful appreciation ofr*^
their efforts.” After effecting withdrawing action in
December o f 1862 Company K marched to

Another action which added to the conflict
was the case o f Dred Scott v. Sanford. Dred Scott
was a black slave who was taken by his master from
Missouri (a slave state) to Illinois and Wisconsin
(both free states) and then back to Missouri. He
claimed rights o f citizenship from having been a
resident in free states. A Missouri court denied his
claim and so he appealed to the Supreme Court.
One o f the judges on the Supreme Court was
Benjamin Curtis, a Whig from Watertown who was
appointed to the Court in 1851 by President
Fillmore. His brother George Ticknor Curtis was
also involved in the case, he was the attorney for
Dred Scott. When Chief Justice Taney had read the
majority opinion that Congress had no authority to
abolish slavery in territories, Judge Curtis read the
minority opinion which supported the power o f
congress to regulate slavery. After Justice Taney
had heard o f this he revised his opinion to counter
Curtis’ arguments and when it was finally printed it
was changed a lot and enlarged. Benjamin resigned
in protest and returned to private practice being the
first Justice to do so. He later served as the leader o f
defense
in
President
Andrew
Johnson’s
impeachment trial.
The Watertown Arsenal played a major role
in the production o f weapons for the Union Army.
A machine shop and forge were soon built as well
as 2 storage dry buildings for lumber constructed
under Arsenal master mechanic Thomas French.
The Arsenal hired older schoolboys and women to
make ammunition for hand weapons at 7 to 9 cents
per hundred. The high quality o f iron in castings
and the design o f the cannon earned the admiration
o f the world. It served as the center for
experimentation and for storage o f arms. Much o f
the production was subcontracted to foundries. The
foundry was built in 1855 by its owner the
enterprising young stovemaker M iles Pratt. His
investment in operation and construction ended up
taking all o f his money. He hired Luke Perkins as
foundry superintendent and Oliver Shaw as the
manager. Col. Thomas Rodman, commander o f the
Arsenal discussed the molding o f cannonballs at the
foundry and all the workmen were willing to take
on the job. Soon the foundry was pouring 275 tons
o f scrap a month to produce small canister shot,
solid cannonballs.
With guns being fired on Fort Sumter in
April 1861, the seceding states formed the
6

The
Flistorical
Society
thanks
and
congratulates all participants and winners in the
essay contests.

Fredericksburg, Virginia. Before crossing the
Potomac River Pastor Arthur Fuller resigned as
chaplain; he became a private for the company and
was one of the first to be shot. Flis body was
brought north to the Mt. Auburn Cemetery to be
buried.
On New Year's Day 1863 Lincoln
announced his Emancipation Proclamation and 4
million southern slaves were set free. Ben Curtis
felt that with this act the President had arrogated
himself the power that was vested in congress.
The next summer some men had been
released to come home. They marched from Galen
Street (home of their captain Joseph Crafts) to the
Grove on Whitney Hill. The three day battle of
Gettysburg in July took a heavy toll on the regiment
but turned the war in favor of the north. A year later
Company K Finally returned home. Sixteen men
from the regiment including Sam Stearns later
enlisted in the Frontier Calvary.
The war would Finally come to an end when
Lee surrendered to Grant at the small settlement of
Appomattox Court Flouse in southwestern Virginia
on April 9, 1865. Five days later Lincoln was shot
by his assassin actor John Wilkes Booth at Ford's
Theater in Washington, D.C. The President was
announced dead the next day. When Vice President
Andrew Johnson was sworn in he continued to carry
out Lincoln's policies of ‘'With Malice towards
none, with charity towards all...let us bind up the
nation's wounds.” Fie was brought up on charges of
impeachment and Benjamin Curtis served defense
for him. The trial took place in March of 1867 and
Johnson was acquitted by one vote.
Two monuments have been placed in
Watertown to recognize the Civil War. The First is a
boulder in honor of Benjamin Curtis in Watertown
square. The other one honors all the Watertown
men who served in the War. It is a monument of an
infantryman loading his rifle located at Saltonstall
Park.
In conclusion the town of Watertown and its
people were major contributors in the Civil War.
Some by serving in the regiment and others by
making weapons for the union. Others also helped
by making medical supplies such as bandages. The
roots of conflict, the war, and its aftermath all had a
^ great effect on Watertown and it will never be the
same.

WATERTOWN ARSENAL
CIVIL WAR ENCAMPMENT
The Flistorical Society o f Watertown
sponsored a Civil War Encampment in Arsenal
Mall Park on Saturday, May 13lh and Sunday, May
14th, 2000.

Aaron and Tovia Siegel with re-enact or Dick Hunter at the
Civil War Encampment

The rain and cool temperature kept many
people away on Saturday, but the warm sunshine on
Sunday changed all that. Spectators o f all ages came
to see the Firearms and ammunition that was put out
For the public to view. A medical tent was set up to
7

explain the treatment of the sick and wounded. Re
enactors put on several mock battles during the
afternoon. Others showed what day-to-day life was
like by displaying personal belongings and cooking
demonstrations.
Infantry demonstrations, period music,
lectures, medical displays, poetry reading and much
more was enjoyed during the weekend.
This was the first time Watertown had
hosted a Civil War Encampment. Although no
fighting took place here during the war, ammunition
was manufactured for the Union Army at the
Watertown Arsenal. Colonel Thomas Rodman, who
was commander of the Arsenal during that time,
developed the famous Rodman cannon here.

We wish to thank the Watertown
Millennium Committee and The New England Re
enacting Society, with special thanks to Tile
Showcase for their generous donation towards
funding this affair.

Normand Roy, Commander o f the New England Re-enacting
Society

A cooking demonstration
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS
G. Jack Zollo - President
Jack McCarthy - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Lou Allegro - Asst Treasurer
Betty Creamer - Recording Secretary
Mary Ellen Murphy - Corresponding Secretary
James Bean - Councilor
Gurden Buck - Councilor
Julia Donahue - Councilor
Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town Crier
E. Joyce M unger- Councilor
Richard Najarian - Councilor
Karl Neugebauer - Councilor

Jack Piantedosi - Councilor
Sharon Risso - Councilor
Sigrid Reddy Watson - Councilor

The soldiers prepare fo r a mock battle
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TREATY DAY 2000 CELEBRATION
Treaty Day 2000 was observed this year in a brand
new way. The celebration was a weekend-long
Colonial Encampment and Native American Pow
Wow. The event was celebrated from Friday, July
28th through Sunday, July 30th.
The festivities were sponsored by the
Historical Society of Watertown along with the
Watertown Millennium Committee, with additional
help from the Younger Corporation and Watertown
Saving Bank.
The participants began arriving Friday night
and setting up tents and displays in Saltonstall Park.

sale along with a variety o f displays arranged by the
participants and re-enactors.

Lighting thefire fo r the Circle Dance

A family o f Native Americans spent the weekend in this teepee on
Saltonstall Park

Saturday morning began with an abundance
of coffee and donuts for everyone as more
participants arrived and began setting up more tents
and displays. Spectators began to arrive about 9:30
A.M. and perused the grounds. Several vendors were
present with Native American and Colonial crafts for

The festivities were kicked off at noon by the
firing o f an old battery cannon from the town of
Reading. This was followed by the Native American
Grand Entry Parade and the Sacred Circle Dance.

The couple that was married during this
sendee, Steve and Brigitte Steadman, are already
married, and this ceremony was actually a renewal of
their vows. Steve is a member o f Watertown’s o w r ^
Provincial Guard and Brigitte portrays a woman ot
the Colonial era.

The day continued with several Colonial
Military drills, along with an interesting and
informative lecture on the uniforms worn by the
Massachusetts 3Ki Regiment.

Several Colonial Military demonstrations took place throughout
the weekend. The above photo depicts re-enactors o f the
Massachusetts 3rd Regiment

The afternoon was topped off by the
reenactment of a Colonial wedding at 4:00 P.M. The
wedding was performed in French and Latin by re
enactor Mike Riley, who also portrays William
Smith, Captain of the Lincoln MinuteMen for the
MinuteMan National Park Service. The ceremony
was quite similar to weddings today, including the
receiving of bread and wine, and the presence of
flowers and music, which was played on the violin.

Violin music was played during the wedding ceremony

The Treaty Day Parade occurred on Sunday
and took an extended route this year. A number of
groups and individuals left from Saltonstall Park.
They were escorted by Watertown’s Provincial
Guard, led by Jack Piantedosi, marching down Main
Street to Waverley Street, onto Orchard Street to
Common Street and then to Mount Auburn Street.
The group was joined by more participants at the
intersection o f Marshall Street. The Edmund Fowle
House is located at number 28, and is the
headquarters o f the Historical Society. Several
members of the Native American nations along with
local dignitaries and spectators gathered here in the
morning in order to join the parade when it reached
the intersection o f Mount Auburn and Marshall
Streets. The group then continued down Mount
Auburn Street to Watertown Square, turned on to
Main Street and returned to Saltonstall Park.

Mike Riley, Julia Donahue, Brigitte and Steve Steadman
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apple juice to quench his thirst on the hot summer day
and made him and his family feel very welcome. The
man was Jack Piantedosi. He honored Jack by
presenting him with an amulet he placed around
Jack’s neck, and shook his hand. The feelings evoked
by this demonstration must have been very similar to
those felt at the time the original alliance between
these two nations was formed. It was very touching.

A member o f the Mic Maq nation carries the flag as he walks
with Grand Captain Frank Nevin, Rosie Basque, and Elder Jack
Simon

Paul Brennan, Chairman of the Treaty Day
Committee, introduced several guest speakers,
including Mass. Senator Steve Tolman, Chris Grodin,
a member of the Native American community,
Massachusetts Governor’s Councilor and Watertown
Town Councilor Marilyn Devaney, Massachusetts
State Archivist Dr. John Warner, Eskasoni Miq Mac
Rosie Basque, wife of the late Will Basque who
brought this treaty to the attention of state officials,
and Miq Mac Grand Council Captain Frank Nevin.

Jack Piantedosi receiving the amulet from Capt. Frank Nevin

The original treaty, which was restored two
years ago, was brought over from the Massachusetts
Archives by Dr. Warner and on display in the foyer
o f the Town Hall for the day.
The rest o f the afternoon the crowd was
treated to Native American music and dances,
which the public was invited to join.

Watertown’s Provincial Guard

Captain Nevin‘s speech was especially
poignant and symbolic. After talking about the
importance of this treaty, the first one signed between
the newly formed United States and a foreign nation,
he spoke about a man who greeted him and his family
when he arrived in Watertown for the Treaty Day
ceremony by offering Captain Nevin some o f his

Native American singers
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We know that Charles Brigham was a son of
Watertown who was born in the Coolidge Tavern in
1841, was in the first graduating class from the high
school in 1857, served in the Civil War, and wa.1 ^
prominent in local affairs - Selectman, Chairman ot
the Board o f Trustees o f the Public Library, member
o f the School Committee, director o f the Union
Market National Bank, and a founding member of the
Historical Society. He contributed designs of several
buildings, including the former East Junior High
School, the old Francis School, and the Parish House
of the First Parish Church, to the town. He was
instrumental in the preservation o f the Edmund Fowle
House on Marshall Street.
In the eighteen-eighties Brigham became
interested in the development into residential lots of
the celery fields formerly owned by the Russell
family on the north slope o f Mount Auburn Street. To
quote from the Watertown Architectural Survey:
Brigham “was responsible for the highly successful
development o f Garfield Street. He and his fellow
investors Harwood and Whitcomb bought up the
Russell farm’s fields which extended to the east side
of Russell Street. They laid out lots along Garfield
Street, sold them, and often Brigham designed the
houses that went up. It was a carefully controlled
development which had early and substantial
financial success as houses with deliberate
landscaping plans replaced celery fields and a cowpath which became Brigham Street.” (If you watched
“This Old House” on PBS last winter you will
remember that the house on Russell Avenue featured
on the program was described as having been on a
celery farm.)

Participants of the Colonial Encampment
and the Native American Pow Wow were treated to
a delicious pig roast in the Boys and Girls Club
before packing up and returning home.
The Historical Society also wishes to thank
Treaty Day Committee members Mary Ellen
Murphy, Joyce Kelly, and Betty Penticton, who is a
member of the Miq Mac tribe and a Watertown
resident, who served as liaison between the Treaty
Day Committee and many of the Native American
attendees. We also express our gratitude to Barbara
Casey, a member of UNACC, (United Native
American Cultural Center) for her help in making the
activities run so smoothly during the weekend.

SIGRID REDDY WATSON
CONTRIBUTES FOLLOW-UP
COLUMN
In our last newsletter, we informed you that
Sigrid Reddy Watson, former “Echoes” columnist for
the Watertown Tab and Press, would be contributing
her work to “The Town Crier” from time to time. The
story below is an in-depth look at her research on
Charles Brigham’s houses.

CHARLES BRIGHAM’S HOUSES
GRACE GARFIELD STREET
Recently I had the pleasure of seeing both the
exterior and the interior of Charles Brigham’s house
on Garfield Street at the invitation of Wilga Rivers,
the present owner. It sits on a large lot, and retains
many of the features for which Brigham was
renowned. Friends had described to me the beautiful
bas-reliefs that decorate the interior, and I was eager
to see them for myself.

Charles Brigham House, 84 Garfield Street, 2nd story lost in
hurricane o f 1938
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“Although this house was severely damaged
during the hurricane of 1839,” the Survey comments,
m “it is significant as the home of the well-known
architect Charles Brigham who designed and
occupied it. Now painted white, its original use of
contrasting brick and rough-cut brownstone for lintels
and columns flanking the recessed, arched doorway is
an imaginative approach to the Queen Anne style.” If
you walk north along the street, you will see that the
next two houses, also designed by Brigham, are quite
different in design and in siting: the first one was
designed to be Mrs. Brigham’s studio: “this
asymmetrical, 2 ‘A-story house has the boldness of an
abstract composition which differentiates its
picturesque quality from that of the earlier Queen
Anne [next door]. The dominant feature from the
street is the dramatically steep slate roof which is cut
away on the southeast corner to reveal a one-story
level. It shelters a deep entry porch. A single dormer
and tall chimney are carefully placed components of
the entire composition. This building illustrates the
versatility of which Brigham was capable in his less
formal designs.”
In the next house, “Brigham bought the lot for
himself and had built to his designs this house
reportedly as the caretaker’s cottage to his home
further down Garfield Street.. .This bungalow with its
fall of slate roof resting on heavy columns is
deceptive in its low appearance, for it actually covers
2 ‘A stories yet maintains the Bungalow Style’s low,
to-the-earth appearance. Interrupted only by a single
shed-roof dormer, the roof terminates on the south
with three gable extensions in which is Tudor-esque
half-timbering. The porch balustrade introduces the
use of decorative cement-work in cast circular shapes
Altogether, the house is an imaginative design
incorporating current stylistic trends of the Bungalow
Style with innovative features.”
This Garfield Street area was one of the
earliest residential developments outside of Boston,
and was considered a financial success by 1893. It
was not long until the streets around Garfield were
filled with large, dignified houses, many of which
were inhabited by Brigham’s friends like the Rev.
Edward Rand. One can easily imagine the members
of the Historical Society meeting in these houses,
and, on encountering one another on the sidewalks,
discussing the subjects of papers that would be
delivered at upcoming meetings.

Tom Gavin and Charles Brigham in front o f Mr. Brigham's
house on Garfield Street
Photo courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Libraiy

It is sad that the upper story o f Brigham’s
own house was destroyed by the ’38 hurricane, but
many features still remain: garlands, swags, and
classical plaster reliefs decorate the ground-floor
rooms, and there’s a pleasant porch at the back,
behind the sunny study, overlooking a wide lawn
shaded by trees. The fireplace in the southeast front,
now used by Dr. Rivers as a bedroom, exhibits the
classical influence favored by Brigham, with garlands
and putti dancing over the mantel. Truly, Charles
Brigham was an eclectic designer, incorporating
many architectural features in his work and enriching
the town’s built environment.

Bas-relief ofputti or cherubs over the fireplace
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HOLIDAY PARTY

PLEASE VOTE IN THE
W ATERTOW N SAVINGS
BANK 5th ANNUAL
CUSTOM ERS’ CHOICE
AW ARDS

This year the Historical Society’s Holiday
Party will be held at the VFW Post 1105 at 295
Arsenal Street in the upper function room.
The party will be held on December 15th
beginning with a cocktail hour at 6:00 P.M. A
chicken cordon bleu buffet dinner will begin at 7:00.
Tickets are $25.00 and can be reserved by sending
your check to The Historical Society o f Watertown,
28 Marshall Street, Watertown, MA 02472.
A formal invitation will soon be sent to you in
the mail.

Each year, the Watertown Savings Bank
helps
support local
civic
and
non-profit
organizations that make a substantial contribution to
the quality o f life in our community by giving away
a substantial amount o f money to help these groups
continue their important work. This year the
Watertown Savings bank has set aside $45,000.
toward this grant. Customers who have an account
at the bank choose winners through ballots and the
grant money is divided among them. Last year The
Historical Society o f Watertown received $525.
Please assist your Historical Society and
help us to continue to educate the public through
wonderful historic programs by voting for our
organization today!!!

W ISH LIST
The Historical Society is a non-profit
organization run entirely by volunteers and donations.
We are in desperate need o f an electric typewriter to
aid in filling out grant applications (and for those on
our staff who are less than computer literate) and a
fax machine to help with our publicity outreach. If
you have one o f these items available and are able to
donate it, please call Joyce at 617-923-9318.

UPCOM ING NOVEM BER
PUBLIC M EETING
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS

The Historical Society o f Watertown provides
four public meetings each year, held in May,
September, November and March. The November
Public meeting will be held at the Town Hall on Main
Street in the lower hearing room on November 15th,
2000 at 7:00 P.M.
Ms. Kathryn Dietz from Filmmakers
Collaborative will show excerpts from a documentary
she produced about Eleanor Roosevelt.
This program is made possible by a grant
from Watertown Savings Bank to Filmmakers
Collaborative to provide three free public forums for
the Watertown community.
Details will be sent to you soon from your
Historical Society.

G. Jack Zollo - President
Jack McCarthy - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Lou Allegro - Asst Treasurer
Betty Creamer - Recording Secretary
Mary Ellen Murphy - Corresponding Secretary
James Bean - Councilor
Gurden Buck - Councilor
Julia Donahue - Councilor
Joyce K e lly- Editor/Town Crier
E. Joyce M unger- Councilor
Richard Najarian - Councilor
Karl Neugebauer - Councilor

Jack Piantedosi- Councilor
Sharon Risso - Councilor
Sigrid Reddy Watson - Councilor
Mai Whitney - Councilor
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MUSICFEST 2000 HIGHLIGHTS THE
HISTORY OF WATERTOWN
The Watertown Millennium Committee and
the Community Church of Watertown presented their
annual Musicfest on October 29, 2000 in the
Community Church at 525 Main Street.
The program featured music from the 17th
century through the 20th century performed by Pianist
Noriko Yasuda with songs performed by Sarah
Bielanski, Logan McCarty and Win Ford, all from the
^ L o n g y School of Music.
The program began with a commentary on
Watertown during the 1600's by Sigrid Reddy
Watson. Councilor of the Historical Society of
Watertown and former Director of the Watertown
Free Public Library, followed by music of that time
performed by the ensemble from the Longy School of
Music. Ms. Watson then recounted events from the
history of Watertown in the 18th century, followed by
another selection of music from that period of time.
The agenda continued in this fashion, bringing us up
to the present time.
Below is the narration given by Sigrid Reddy
Watson on the history of our town.

England in 1623 by the Plymouth Company to find
out why the Colony was not sending back profits
from its settlement. When he left Plymouth he laid
claim to a stretch o f land along the Charles River,
hoping to obtain it for himself. When word reached
England of Oldham’s plan. Governor Endicott. in
charge of an advance party for a settlement by the
Bay Colony in Salem, was notified to “take
possession of the chief part thereof." King Charles
soon granted a charter to the Colony. Oldham, the
trader and explorer, eventually became a member of
the Watertown community.
In the spring o f 1628 plans were laid to sail.
The settlement was to be established in Salem, on the
grant of land between the Charles and Merrimack
Rivers. The profits from the settlement would repay
the investors, and the hope o f making a living in New
England attracted non-Puritans as well.
In the spring o f 1630 preparation went forth
under Governor Winthrop. a compact having been
signed and a royal seal having been granted by King
Charles I. The signers included Sir Richard
Saltonstall, who had sold his homestall in Yorkshire,
Thomas Dudley, the Reverend George Phillips, and
others. Sir Richard insisted that the company carry
their charter to America with them, and declared that
he would leave with his family to live in New
England only on condition that the company's Court
meet on New England soil and not be governed from
England.
The flagship o f the fleet o f seventeen ships
carrying about 2000 colonists was led by the ship
Arbclla. On a day o f prayer before departing, they

1. The Founding of Watertown
During the reign of King Charles of England,
a group of Puritans organized as the Massachusetts
Bay Colony. Dissatisfied with the absolute authority
of the Anglican Church over their lives, their beliefs,
and their worship, they resolved to settle in America.
In 1620 the Plymouth Colony had sent settlers to
'Massachusetts, but had experienced hardship and
disease. John Oldham, a trader, was sent from
1

Concord. Lancaster, and Groton. Roads were laid out.
and the bridge was built over the Charles River.
The town was divided into the West and East
Precincts, and eventually there were three houses oP*
worship. The Old Burying Ground was laid out foi
the graves of the Town residents. Weston broke off in
1713, and Waltham in 1738, although both towns
continued to share in the fishery on the River and in
the maintenance o f the Great Bridge until 1820.
Watertown men were always of independent
mind, for as early as 1632 its leaders, under Pastor
George Phillips, questioned the imposition o f a tax by
the General Court without representation by the town.
During the 18th century the resistance to the
imposition of taxes by the British Parliament grew,
until it culminated in the Boston Tea Party of
December 16, 1773. Among the Sons of Liberty,
who threw the chests of tea into the Llarbor, were
three Watertown men: Samuel Barnard, Phineas
Stearns, and John Randall. The British closed the Port
of Boston and there was talk o f War.
General Gage was installed as military
governor, and disbanded the General Court. Meetings
were held, and British spies were sent to Watertown's
taverns to try to find the cannons that the men of
Watertown had hidden. On the night o f April 18, the-*
countryside was aroused by the news that the British
were sending an expedition to seize the gunpowder
stored in Concord. When they reached Lexington,
fighting broke out, and continued in Concord. Militia
gathered from nearby towns, including 134 men from
Watertown, and one. Joseph Coolidge. lost his life.
After the Battle and the British retreat, the
Massachusetts Provincial Congress, which had been
meeting in Concord, moved to the greater safety' of
the Meeting House in Watertown, which became the
seat of government of the Colony from April to July,
1775, and afterwards of the Great and General Court
from July to November, 1776. The executive
Council, of which the President was John Hancock,
met in the Towle House, now on Marshall Street.
Among its members were also Sam Adams, John
Adams, John Winthrop, and Robert Treat Paine.
When President Hancock went to Philadelphia to
attend the Continental Congress with several others
o f the Council, Dr. Joseph Warren, a beloved
physician, was elected President, and on June 17.
having been commissioned General, fought, and was
killed, at the Battle o f Bunker Hill.

declared, "We leave our dear Mother, the Church of
England, blessing God as members, and shall always
rejoice in her good/'
The Arbella arrived in Salem in June of 1630,
but because a number of the settlers sickened and
died there, the others soon moved to Charlestown,
where they were unable to find sufficient fresh water
for planting, and so sailed up the Charles River to
what is now Watertown. They had been preceded by
John Oldham, and later by the “Dorchester Men,” led
by Roger Clap, who is seen on the Town Seal
exchanging a biscuit for a bass with the Indians. The
Dorchester Men soon left for Dorchester, the
Saltonstall Plantation established its community in
Watertown, and the church headed by Governor
Winthrop moved to Boston.
On July 30, 1630. the Saltonstall men, led by
their minister, George Phillips, celebrated a day of
thankfulness with fasting and prayer, and signed a
Covenant with God in which they promised “freely to
live in obedience to him” and “under his gracious
government.” Comprised of men from different
classes who had pledged to avoid narrow rules and
beliefs, it remained for the members of the second
church to be established on New England soil to work
out how to live in harmony with one another, for
Watertown had declared itself a theocracy. Because
the members had rejected the authority of the
Anglican Church and its bishops, and each church
was governed by its own congregation, which called
its own minister, the state church became known as
the Congregational Church.
2. The 18lh Century
In the 1700's the Town was busy settling its
families in farmsteads, defining its boundaries, and
building meeting houses. The land stretched all the
way to what is now Sudbury, being called
“Watertown Farms,” for the town, in addition to
having its own carpenters, tanners, furriers, and
blacksmiths, needed pasturage for its animals, for
Watertown's chief source of income was cattle
raising. It needed to levy taxes for the support of the
minister and the schoolmaster. In the early part of the
century it included what is now Weston, Waltham,
and portions of Lincoln, Belmont, and Cambridge,
and was called “the old hive,” from which swarms of
settlers spread out to establish the towns of Dedham.
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During the British occupation of Boston. Paul
Revere took his engraving plates and fled to
Watertown. His friend Benjamin Edes brought his
printing press to Watertown and here published the
Boston Gazette. On July 2, General Washington
passed through Watertown, stopping at the Coolidge
Tavern, on his way to take command of the
Continental Army in Cambridge.

The Coolidge Tavern, built c. 1741, formerly located on the site
o f the Watertown Trolley> Car Barn on Galen Street in the
Square. Photo courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library\

General Henry Knox went to Fort
Ticonderoga in the winter of 1775-1776 and brought
the artillery captured there in an immense train of
oxen through Watertown to Cambridge. With these
cannon General Washington was able to tighten the
noose around the British on Dorchester Heights, and
in the midst of a terrible storm, the British evacuated
Boston on March 17. 1776.
The Declaration of Independence was made
public in Philadelphia on July 4. and the news arrived
in Watertown just after the General Court had signed
the Treaty of Watertown with the Mikmaq Indians,
who had declared their intention to fight with General
Washington.
3. The 19lh Century
After the Revolution the British continued to
prey on American ships, and several warships were
commissioned, one of which, the Constitution, was
built in Charlestown. After the War of 1812, its sails
being tattered and needing replacement, the Bemis
Mills in Watertown devised a system called the
Bemis Warp to weave new linen sails for the
Constitution. Industry flourished in Watertown.

where the government acquired land and built the
Watertown Arsenal.
Cannons and armaments were built at the
Arsenal, and local foundries made furnaces and
stoves. Mills were built along the river, where cotton
and woolen cloth were woven, and the Whitney
Paper Mill manufactured a superior grade o f paper.
The Underwood Company developed a process of
canning foods under pressure, and during the Civil
War shipped meat in tins to the Union Army. The
town laid water and sewer pipes, and kept repairing
the Galen Street Bridge, which bore increasing traffic.
The town established public schools as early
as 1815. In 1835, with the establishment o f churches
of a number o f different denominations whose
members protested paying the church tax, the First
Parish was disestablished as the state-chartered and
town-supported church. Convers Francis, one o f the
town's leading thinkers and the brother o f Lydia
Maria Child, was its last tax-supported minister. Thus
Watertown ceased to be a theocracy.
Many fortunes were made in the area from
manufacturing, industry, and the China trade, and
wealthy men built estates and private clubs in
Watertown. The religious and intellectual climate
fostered the discussion o f slavery, women's rights,
and prohibition. Writers and artists and religious
thinkers won wide acclaim. Native sons and
daughters won national fame, among them Benjamin
Curtis, who defended President Andrew Johnson in
his impeachment trial. To support business and
education, banks and the Public Library were
established. The Mount Auburn Cemetery, America's
first garden cemetery, was situated on part o f the old
Stone Farm.
4. The Pulpit
The Flistoric Pulpit in the Community church
of Watertown (once called the Union Church) was
used by the Reverend Phillips Brooks, a descendant
of Watertown's first pastor, George Phillips. Phillips
Brooks delivered his first sermon on November 3,
1870. in St. John's Church. Cambridge, using this
very pulpit. Hand-carved in Gothic style, it is
fashioned of solid American walnut and was a
cherished possession o f the Union Church, which was
established in 1917. For many years the pulpit was
used in the chapel o f the Episcopal Theological
School in Cambridge, and it was presented to the

church by Dean Washburn. The Union Church was
destroyed by fire in 1930 and used the Browne
School temporarily until the new church was
completed and reopened in 1931.
Phillips Brooks was born on December 13.
1835 in Boston. He became an Episcopal minister
and a renowned preacher. He composed the famous
Christmas carol “ O Little Town of Bethlehem” in
1868 for the children of the Sunday School of his
church in Philadelphia. In 1869 he became rector of
Trinity Church in Boston where he made his pulpit a
center of influence. Like his ancestor, Watertown's
Pastor Phillips, he held liberal theological views for
the times. He was elected Bishop of Massachusetts in
1891. Phillips Brooks died in Boston in 1893.

President and Mrs. Calvin Coolidge at the Arlington Street
Burying Ground, June 27, 1925. Photo courtesy o f the IVFPL

5. The 20th Century

During the Second World War and the
Korean War many local industries, and the U.S.
Arsenal, supplied the war effort. Toward the close of
the century high-technology industries have
proliferated.
In 1980 the Town adopted a new charter,
replacing the Town Meeting with which Watertown
had established its first government with a Town
Manger and elected Council form.

At the turn of the century Watertown's
inventive minds were busy. The Stanley Brothers
manufactured dry plates for cameras on the South
Side.
and
invented
the
Stanley
Steamer,
demonstrating it by driving it up Mt. Washington. In
1886 Sterling Elliott had invented the quadricycle in
his bicycle factory on Maple Street and later built the
first bicycle with inflatable tires. He perfected a
pamphlet-stitching machine and later invented the
Elliott Addressing Machine. He sold his bicycle
factory to the Stanley Brothers who were inspired by
Elliott's bicycle for the design of their steam
automobile.
During the century there were two world
wars, after the first of which the influenza epidemic
of 1918 killed many residents. The trolley system was
greatly expanded. The Galen Street Bridge replaced
the old bridge of 1719 in 1906. The Perkins School
for the Blind moved from Boston to the old Stickney
estate in 1912. The Hood Rubber Company
manufactured canvas shoes and boots and employed
many of the new immigrants to Watertown. In 1930
the gristmill, which had ground corn for the early
settlers and stood in the center of Town for 300 years,
was finally torn down. New libraries, schools,
businesses, and a new Town Hall were built, and
Watertown became a banking center. Calvin
Coolidge, a descendant of Watertown Coolidges,
became President and visited Watertown in 1925.
The Star Market expanded from its original location
on Mt. Auburn Street into a giant grocery chain.

After the concert, all in attendance were
invited downstairs to enjoy an enormous spread of
refreshments and to meet the talented individuals who
had provided the day's entertainment.

HOLIDAY PARTY
The Historical Society’s Holiday Party was
held this year at the VFW Post 1105 on Arsenal
Street on Friday, December 15th. It was held in honor
of Paul Brennan, former President and former Vice
President of the Historical Society. Paul was awarded
the title of “Town Historian” by a proclamation given
by the Town Council during the previous week’s
meeting of the Town Council of Watertown.
After the cocktail hour and a delicious buffet
supper, the awards ceremony began. Jack Zollo,
President of the Historical Society o f Watertown,
honored two members o f the Council of the
Historical Society with the President’s Award. The->
awards were received by Mary Ellen Murphy,
Corresponding Secretary, and Joyce Kelly, editor of
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1he Town Crier, the Historical Society's newsletter.
Jack presented them with framed proclamations
stating that these awards were received by the
Councilors for “outstanding contributions in time,
effort and skills on behalf of the Historical Society of
Watertown.”
The ceremony continued with recognition of
Paul Brennan for his outstanding commitment to the
community of Watertown. Gifts and kind words
were given by Clyde Younger - Town Council
President, Fred Griffin - Chairman of the Historical
Commission, Tom Brady - Conservation/Preservation
Agent for Watertown, and Marilyn Petito Devaney Town Councilor and member of the Governor's
Council.

Historical Society Council members: Ruth Arena
Sign'd Reddy Watson and Gurdon Buck

-

Paul was 24 years old when he was elected to
serve on the Council o f the Historical Society and 27
when he was elected President, a position he held
from 1987 to 1996. He quickly developed a great
interest in the Edmund Fowle House, the Society's
headquarters at 28 Marshall Street.
Flis administration accomplished many
things: arranging to gel lax exemption on the
property, starting the Town Crier newsletter, having a
SPNEA study done on the house, creating accurate
drawings of the property, creating educational awards
programs with Watertown Middle School and High
School students, and giving the building its first
caretaker - Paul Brennan. He moved in to the
Edmund Fowle House in 1988.
In 1996, he established the first annual Treaty
Day Parade,
commemorating
the
historical
significance o f the first treaty signed by the newly
formed United States of America and a foreign
nation, the Mikmaq Nation of the Canadian Maritime
Provinces. This treaty, signed on July 19th, 1776, was
a treaty o f alliance and friendship with our northern
neighbors. Flis hard work and planning o f this yearly
event and his effort to educate the people o f the
community o f its existence and details were
recognized this summer with a citation from the
Governor’s Council at the State House in Boston.

Treasurer,

All of these presenters have known Paul for
many years, in some cases since he was a little boy.
They all shared stories of Paul's growing interest in
the Historical Society, his appreciation of
Watertown's history and artifacts, and his numerous
accomplishments
promoting
the
historical
significance of Watertown.

Marilyn Petito Devaney, Lt. Gov. Jane Swift, and Paul Brennan,
with the treaty and the citation, at the State House in Boston.

Paul Brennan, Jack Zollo and Clyde Younger

Paul was also instrumental in re-establishing
the town’s Historical Commission whose first
historical
preservation
legislation
was
The
Demolition Delay Ordinance which helps to protect
historically significant buildings in Watertown, and

Boston’s Sam and John were heard
And England soon received the word.
When Parliament saw the progress we made
Sent men to secure the land and trade.

the establishment o f Watertown’s Preservation
Awards Program which annually recognizes local
residents involved with local historical preservation
awareness.
Following
Paul’s
comments
on
his
association with the Historical Society, our guest
speaker, Clint Knight, Executive Director o f the
Watertown-Belmont Chamber o f Commerce came to
the podium. Clint spoke o f the development o f the
Chamber o f Commerce, and delighted the audience
with recollections o f growing up in Watertown.
We wish to thank everyone who participated
in making this a very memorable evening.

Settlers rebelled as responses to pleas
Went unheeded, and so we dumped all the teas.
British troops mustered, but Revere on a horse
Warned the villages, and countrymen came in force.
They fought the British on hills, undefeated,
As Minutemen battled the Red Coats retreated.
Watertown’s Meeting House, river and mill
Drew men o f Boston from the hill.

W ISH GRANTED

This town thus came to be,
where freedom was bom for you and me
Washington, dressed in battle array,
Arrived in town and ‘tis told did stay
to rest
And recoup from the Minutemen Force,
An army to follow his famed battle course.

In our October 2000 newsletter, the
Historical Society wished for a fax machine to help
with our publicity outreach, and an electric
typewriter. Less than a week after publication, we
received a call from Edith and Mai Whitney, who
graciously donated a fax machine for our use. We
wish to thank the Whitneys for their generous gift.

Congress soon signed the historic “Declaration”
And townsmen worked with renewed inspiration.
The Square became the center o f town
With churches, schools and shops all around

AN ODE TO W ATERTOW N
The following poem was brought to the
attention o f the editor o f this newsletter by Karl
Neugebauer, Historical Society Councilor and
President o f the Watertown Art Association. It was
written by Prudence Fogg, a long time resident o f
Watertown who has retired and moved to New
Hampshire.

Men, acclaimed, too many to mention
Gave education their utmost attention.
The homesteads o f most still proudly stand
As links to the history o f this land.
Lest ye forget, with all ye hold dear
The concepts for freedom all started here.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Watertown, a bountiful settlement was
Closest to Boston, seat o f the government
When Sir Richard came, a man o f renown
To settle it firmly under the Crown.

G. Jack Zollo - President
Jack McCarthy - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Lou Allegro - Asst Treasurer
Betty Creamer- Recording Secretary
Mary Ellen M urphy- Corresponding Secretary
James Bean - Councilor
Gurdon B u ck- Councilor
Julia Donahue - Councilor
Joyce Kelly -EditorfTow n Crier
E. Joyce M unger- Councilor
Richard Najarian - Councilor
Kari Neugebauer - Councilor
Jack Piantedosi - Councilor
Sharon Risso - Councilor
Sigrid Reddy Watson - Councilor
Mai Whitney - Councilor

George Phillips came, another as great,
And together they strived to determine our fate.
In 1630 the Colonies then, rejoined in hope
And thought as free men.
Cattlemen, farmers, tradesmen and all
Gathered oft under trees on the mall.
The declamations that resounded
Were to proclamations thought unfounded.
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RE: AN ODE TO WATERTOWN
Miss Mariann Pannesi’s fifth grade class at
the Hosmer School recently sent a letter to the Editor
o f the Town Crier relating their enjoyment o f the
January issue which included the articles “Musicfest
2000 Highlights the History o f Watertown” and
Prudence Fogg’s historic poem “An Ode to
Watertown.” They decided to write their own poems
about the history o f our town and sent the poems
along, as well.
The Town Crier will publish all 19 o f these
poems over the next four issues.

In 1776 they faced some new ideas
O f liberty and freedom from the British who were
here.
Militia troops called Minutemen were formed to help
the fight.
They went with guns to Lexington to fight with all
their might.
Watertown men were part o f all the freedom that was
found
That helped the early people in villages all around.

We will begin with Aidan B asile’s.

Watertown
In 1630 Watertown was founded
Along the Charles by Saltonstall.
He, Roger Clap and Phillips, too,
Made friends among the natives there.
They traded with each other well
And taught one another how to be.
Together they helped the town to grow
And make Watertown’s proud history.
Settlers built homes among the fields
They were traders, smiths and farmers, too.
They formed a town meeting hall
To let the villagers know what was true.

Today Watertown stands tall among Massachusetts
towns.
It makes a place for us to live where happiness
abounds.
M ark Caruso
In 1630 they found my town
Along the Charles River they were bound.
Saltonstall came to fish in weirs
And claimed the land for the English Crown.
Later the Patriots fought for rights
Against the British man
And Watertown came to be free for us
Through the bravery o f the Minuteman.
Laura Dickerson
I live in the town o f Watertown.
It was settled in 1630.
A man named Saltonstall
Came down the Charles River early.

\

Tin smiths,
And blacksmiths on hand,
Fanners with crops, animals and more,
Fishennen that smelled and were usually poor,
Settled in Watertown and surely found,
Town meetings held with progress abound.
Calvin Coolidge, Helen Keller, George Phillips,
George Washington,
The list is forever,
Each came through this great town,
Each with cause to fill an endeavor.
The Minutemen fought with,
Half o f our people,
As Paul Revere warned them,
From the Old North Church steeple.
I am so grateful for all that this
Town stands for.
Both past and present,
I am sure there will be more!

As Watertown grew
Town meetings were held
To decide the business o f the town.
By fishermen, farmers, traders and smiths
Their ideas did abound.
Roger Clap traded with the Indians,
A biscuit for a bass.
The natives became good friends
A friendship did forever last.
I live in Watertown today.
I really like it a lot.
I hope I live in my little town
Through the years that I grow up.

M ic h a e l G a ete

George Washington
mAssachusetts bay colony
The charles river
gEorge phillips
Bronze has relief by Henry Kitson depicting the landing o f Roger
Clap exchanging a biscuit fo r a bass in 1630 was unveiled in
1931 to commemorate the founding o f Watertown. Photo
courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library

paul Revere
Town meetings
rOger clap
revolutionary W ar

C a m ero n F o u rn ier

fouNded in 1630

Watertown
A fanning town
Along the Charles River
Wanted freedom
During Colonial times
So they fought the British
To get it.

The Historical Society is very pleased that
the fifth grade students o f the Hosmer School
decided to take on this project. We thank all o f them
for their wonderful job!

FAIRE ON THE SQUARE, 2001

H a n n a h F ra se r

Not far from Boston,
A little town stands,
Since 1630.
Tailors,

The Watertown community is again looking
forward to celebrating F aire on th e S q u a re on
Saturday, September 29th.
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The Historical Society is looking for
volunteers to man our table under the tent and our
display in the foyer of the Town Hall.
The tent will be located in Saltonstall Park
and our table will include literature about the
Historical Society and a poster of photographs
illustrating many of the events that have been
sponsored by our organization.
Our table in the foyer of the Town Hall will
display many of the Society’s historical artifacts.
Included will be a cradle made from a cask of tea that
was thrown into Boston Harbor during the Boston
Tea Party, and a copy of the 1776 Treaty of
Watertown, the first international treaty signed
between the Miqmac Nation and the newly formed
United States.
If you are able to donate an hour of your time
to man one of these tables during the afternoon,
please contact Joyce at 617-923-9318.

JOHN HEFFERNAN’S
RECOLLECTION OF LIFE AS
A DELIVERY-BOY LONG
AGO
[The following account of an interview on
August 22, 1957 with John E. Heffeman was
recorded by Tom Perry in 1957, and he suggested it
might be of interest to people today, many of whom
remember John Heffeman, but few if any of whom
can recall the period which he describes in such lively
fashion. The words in quotation marks are
Heffeman’s, and Perry has adhered as much as
possible to Heffeman’s actual turn of phrase in the
text as he recorded it immediately after the interview
took place. He has kindly allowed me to interject
editorial comments which may serve to elucidate the
text. My comments are in brackets - S igrid R ed d y
W atson .]

Bought house today. Agent, a Mr. John E.
Heffeman, was in an expansive mood, talked o f his
youth in Watertown. “This town has no future, but by
God it had one hell o f a fine past,” he said. He is
perhaps 60 years old - not much more, surely - and
yet his youth was spent in an era incredibly remote
from our own. [Town records indicate that he was
bom in 1900.]
He worked as a boy o f 14 - 16 for a grocer
named Hackett: a harsh (but fair) old Yankee with a
beard. The wage was $ 1 a day, even though the boss
demanded a man’s work from Heffeman. (He was a
delivery-boy, and strong for his years.) Hackett used
to fire him often, but always had to hire him back for
want o f anyone else strong enough to do the work at
that wage.
Heffeman drove a one-horse delivery wagon.
“When you went into the house, you always carried
your whip along, stuck down into your boot.
Otherwise a passing driver would steal it, and you
had to buy your own whips; they cost a quarter
apiece.” He, too, was always “on the watch for
something to steal” - a pie or cake, perhaps. “They
cooked them well, then.”
Watertown had no saloons then, for the
“hypocritical puritanical element,” Heffeman said,
was strong, and the town was a dry town. [See
endnote] Brighton was wet, though, and everyone
piled onto the single-track street car - the “Joy Line,”
that led to [“One Gentleman’s”] saloon: a “real
western-style saloon.” [According to a reliable
source, this may or may not be the saloon in question,
as the record is obscure on this point. Certainly there
was a saloon by that name in Brighton.] “We
delivery-boys used to wait in the square to see how
many of the town’s ‘worthies’ climbed aboard.”
“The more discreet drank at home, ordering
the stuff to be delivered. You could always tell when
a keg was delivered, even after dark: a bag o f sawdust
was thrown down from the wagon as a cushion, and
when the keg hit it, there was a unique thud that
brought the old ladies to their windows to see who
was ordering the stuff.”
Heffeman used to deliver kegs, and always
carried a spare “fasset” [faucet] he’d stolen from his
father. Thus he and his friends could draw off a bit
for themselves. (Once he and a friend tapped the bung
[the stopper] too hard; as it went in, it set off a shower
o f beer inside the covered wagon.) One famous ale he named it - (also known as “the poor man’s
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to Hackett’s after his rounds and w as called in to see
“old W hiskers” [Hackett].
“ ‘Y ou’re fired, Heffeman, Dyer says yoi
attacked his dog.’ “
“So I showed him m y wrist which Flossie had
chewed up pretty good and Hackett gets on the phone
and calls Dyer.
“ ‘Dyer, you’re a bloody liar. Y ou said my
delivery boy assaulted your dog without reason. He
should have attacked her and i f he had any sense he
should have left her dead. Y ou’re a damned liar, and
your dog bit m y delivery boy. If you’re not careful
you’ll have a libel suit on your hands. Y ou’re none
too prompt about paying your bills, and to hell with
you,’ and he slams down the phone.
“So he gave m e three dollars to go to the
doctor which I put in m y pocket. The druggist bound
it free, and it healed by itself: ‘Christian Science!’ I
treated m yself, you see, and had old Frank on the
comer tape it which he did for free. [Som e sources
suggest that the drug store may have been Butler’s,
which stood on Main Street near the comer o f
Merchant’s Row.] I felt entitled to the m oney after
working so long for Hackett doing man’s work for a
boy’s pay. Old Hackett was hard, but fair.”
^
For entertainment: “D o it yourself’ weddings, christenings. The delivery-boy could tell
the best affairs to crash by watching the liquor
deliveries.
[Endnote: at this time, Prohibition was a
town-by-town local ordinance. The Temperance
Movement gained strength during the 19th century,
supported by the W .C.T.U, certain religious
denominations (e.g. the Baptists and M ethodists), and
local arbiters o f morals; this preceded the passage o f a
Constitutional amendment, and the passage, in 1919,
o f the Volstead Act, an attempt to enforce nation
wide prohibition o f the manufacture, sale, and
transportation o f alcoholic beverages. After Repeal o f
the 18th Amendment by the passage in 1933 o f the
21st, som e states passed their own prohibition laws on
a state-by-state basis; this practice has continued until
fairly recently. Some Watertown residents with long
memories perceive an irony in the present location o f
a liquor store a the com er o f Mt. Auburn Street and
Baptist Walk, the former location o f the Baptist
church.]
—R ecollection o f conversation with John
Heffeman by Thomas W. Periy, 64 Russell Avenue,
Watertown; used by permission. Transcribed by

whiskey”) was “so strong that drinking two glasses o f
the stuff was the same as a trip to the Orient.” The
boys often got loaded; he fell o ff his wagon once, and
used to imagine he was driving a four-horse team.
Once four boys, each with a friend and his
own horse, met on at 11 or so on a Saturday night and
celebrated the end o f their w eek’s labor with a
“festival.” The result o f this was a “chariot” race
coming full-tilt down Mt. Auburn Street from
Cambridge way, on the down-hill slope from Walnut
Street to Russell Avenue. It ended in a collision with
a trolley coming the other way. The poor motorman
was winding up his brake to get out o f their way, but
o f course he couldn’t. A horse ran away and a wheel
was broken but no one was hurt. The boys’ names
were prominently displayed in the local paper the
next day. “There was som e suspicion,” said the
report, “that the boys had been drinking.”
“Suspicion!” says Heffeman today!
Heffeman was aware o f the hypocrisy o f
many local dries, for he delivered their beer. One
[Protestant] clergyman pretended that the beer was
for his stomach ailment. W henever it was delivered,
he’d cry out (for the boy’s benefit), “Amanda, has the
doctor’s prescription com e yet?” Actually the old boy
(the reverend) used to get so drunk h e’d catch his
cane in the bushes as he passed; “said he had
astigmatism, the old liar.” (The minister’s custom
was to berate the younger generation every Sunday.)
Watertown then was thinly settled: “a
baseball field on every comer.” Cattle were driven
through town to Boston on certain days; women kept
the wash in, lest strays catch it on their horns and
carry it o f f - a not unknown occurrence. On Mondays
it wasn’t a rare sight to see a lady’s wash coming
down the main street on a steer’s horns. [The cattle
were no doubt being herded to the abattoir across the
Charles River in Brighton, which was approximately
where Martignetti’s liquor store now stands. The
odor, and that o f the pickle factory, penetrated the
neighborhood.]
“Those were the good old days,” said
Heffeman, and he seemed to mean it.
Once when he was making a delivery to the
Dyers’, their dog, Flossie, chewed up his wrist. (He
hadn’t seen her sleeping in the dark hall.) Flossie
attached him, but he got out his whip. And just as he
was laying into her with a ready w ill Mr. Dyer came
in and gave him a stiff lecture. Heffeman went back
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Sigrid Reddy Watson from original manuscript,
January 2001.

These two non-profit organizations are
reaching out to the public and members for help in
choosing photographs and writing captions including
a short history detailing them. W e are requesting help
from the community, especially those o f you who are
long-tim e residents o f Watertown. W e have a great
need for your knowledge and expertise on our days o f
old. W e are also looking for skills in research, writing
and editing, and in the lay-out o f the book.
W e also would love to use old photographs o f
people, places, or events you m ight have in your own
personal collection.
Please contact Pat A hem o f the Friends o f the
Watertown Free Public Library at 617-926-6839 or
Sigrid Reddy Watson o f the Historical Society o f
Watertown at 617-492-6514 i f you are interested in
working on this project.

LEND A HAND IN PLANNING
OUR FUTURE PUBLIC
PROGRAM S
The Historical Society is looking for
volunteers to help us plan our future public meetings.
A s you know, the Historical Society o f
Watertown puts on four public programs per year,
including March, May, September and November.
We have only one person, Mary Ellen Muiphy, on
the Program Committee. She has arranged many
wonderful programs since she began running this
Committee, including excerpts from the documentary
Eleanor Roosevelt, a living history program o f Paul
Revere’s mother-in-law Rachel Walker, a slide show
lecture on the Charles River and a lecture on women
o f the Civil War. Mary Ellen is member on many o f
the committees o f the Historical Society and other
committees in the town and is looking for someone to
join our Program Committee. W e would like to be
able to publish a brochure at the beginning o f the
year, listing our upcoming programs for the season.
If you are interested in helping out, please call
Joyce at 617-923-9318 or Mary Ellen at 617-9266130.

W ATERTOW N SAVING S
BA NK 5th A N N U A L
CUSTO M ERS’ CH O ICE
AW ARDS

r

Each year, the W atertown Savings Bank
helps
support local
civ ic
and
non-profit
organizations that make a substantial contribution to
the quality o f life in our com m unity by giving away
a substantial amount o f m oney to help these groups
continue their important work. This year the
Watertown Savings bank gave away $50,000 to 29
local community organizations. D ollars awarded
were based on the number o f votes each
organization received.
The Historical Society o f W atertown was
awarded $792. The Society w ishes to thank all o f
the customers that voted for our organization and
the Watertown Savings Bank for their generous
donation to our civic-m inded com m unity.

HELP US CHRONICLE
W ATERTOW N’S HISTORY
The Friends o f the W atertown Free Public
Library and The Historical Society o f Watertown
are collaborating on a project to publish an Images
o f America - Watertown pictorial history through
Arcadia Publishing Company.
Several communities in Massachusetts and
other states have published books chronicling their
past through photographs, such as Waltham,
^ B e lm o n t, Allston-Brighton, Lawrence, and others.
Many o f you are owners o f these wonderful books.

NEW M EM BERS
The past year has brought many new
members to the Historical Society, bringing our total
membership to 113:
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Audrey & Bob Childs
Elizabeth Creamer
Barbara Ritter D ailey
Elaine Grey
Mary Keenan
Clint Knight
Claire Lescault
Steve M essina
Claire Murphy
Greg Pano
Tom & Mary Perry
B ill Stokinger
Gloria Strauss
Mary & George Yankowski

H ISTO RICAL SOCIETY
ACTRESS BRING S HISTORY
ALIVE FO R CHILDREN
Julia Donahue, Council Member o f the
Historical Society o f Watertown and actress for the
Freedom Trail Players o f Boston, visited several o f
the local elementary schools during the month o f
March. Julia arrived portraying Robert Shurtliff, a
soldier with the M assachusetts 4th Regiment during
the last years o f the American Revolution. Shurtliff
was actually a fem ale, Deborah Samson. Donahue
has done extensive research on this remarkable
individual, who was a farm girl inspired to dress as a
man and take part in the C olonies’ battle with the
British. Her stories o f the adversity o f war and the
constant risks involved were received eagerly by the
children.
This new program o f bringing living history
into the schools, sponsored by the Historical Society,
is the beginning o f a plan to educate the younger
generation about the history o f Watertown and the
surrounding area, and the people who contributed to
its rich history.
^
One o f the characters M s. Donahue portrays
for The Freedom Trail Players is Abigail Adams. She
is hoping to bring Ms. Adams to the fifth grade
classes next year through funding by The Historical
Society and/or the local school departments.

W e want to w elcom e all o f our new members
and hope they enjoy many fulfilling years with us.

DUM M IES, W E NEED THEM!
The Historical Society is in desperate need o f
tailor’s or dress-maker’s dummies in order to present
our clothing collection. W e are looking for full body
mannequins including m odels with feet and heads.
Council Member Sigrid Reddy W atson’s son, John,
has donated his old uniform from The 10th Regiment
o f Foot to us and it includes a hat and boots. If you
have access to these item s and are able to donate
them, please contact Joyce at 617-923-9318 or Sigrid
at 617-492-6514.
Sigrid has been exploring the purchase o f
these mannequins and has been in touch with a
company in W akefield that# w ill sell us female
mannequins at $175. a piece. If you would like to
donate m oney for or toward the purchase o f one o f
these dummies, please send a check to:

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS

G. Jack Zollo - President
Jack McCarthy - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Lou Allegro - Asst Treasurer
Betty Creamer-Recording Secretary
Lucia Mastrangelo - Corresponding Secretary
James Bean - Councilor
Gurdon B uck- Councilor
Audrey Childs - Councilor
Robert Childs - Councilor
Julia Donahue - Councilor
Joyce K e lly- Editor/Town Crier
E Joyce M unger- Councilor
Mary Ellen Murphy - Councilor
Richard Najarian - Councilor
KariH. Neugebauer- Councilor
Jack Piantedosi - Councilor
Sharon Risso - Councilor
Sigrid Reddy Watson - Councilor
Mai Whitney - Councilor

The Historical Society o f Watertown
Mannequin Fund
28 Marshall Street
Watertown, MA 02472
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617-923-6067

Jul, 2001

OUR PURSUIT OF THE REPAIR AND
RESTORATION OF
THE EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE
In April our members received an invitation
to an Open House at the Edmund Fowle House. A lot
of work and planning went into this event. In the
meantime, the Historical Society o f Watertown had
been enjoying a steady increase in activity over the
last several years. Over the last couple of months, we
had been planning an Open House, preparing a grant
proposal, and exploring the option of having a
Curator move into the Edmund Fowle Flouse.
The presence of a part-time person being
available to give tours of the Edmund Fowle House
would help the Society to fulfill requirements needed
to attain certain State and Federal grants. These grants
are needed to help in our quest for the repair and
restoration of our treasured 18th century home. While
pursuing the realization of having the residence
occupied, we had the building checked by the Town’s
Inspector of Buildings. It was noted that several
building code requirements were in violation,
including nonconforming fire alarm systems, sagging
ceilings, water damaged electrical fixtures, loose
porch floorboards and handrails, and other
infractions. We were told that the building could not
be occupied in its present condition.
As you can imagine, we were quite concerned
as to what to do about the Open House. We decided
to adjust a few things, have it outside and hope for
sunshine.
Luckily, the weather cooperated and it was a
warm and sunny day. Three tents were set up in the
yard sheltering our re-enactors and guests from the
sun. Our Living History performers included Audrey
Jones Childs who demonstrated the process of

spinning wool on a spinning wheel and a walker's
wheel. Bob Childs who spoke about life in the
military and the weapons used, and Karl H.
Neugebauer who explained the art o f candlemaking.
Jack Piantedosi, Captain o f Watertown's Provincial
Guard, set up a display with colonial uniforms and
artifacts, including an enlistment table.

Audrey Jones Childs at her spinning wheel
Julia Donahue greeted guests as Mercy Otis
Warren, who served as hostess of the house in 17751776 when her husband James was president of the
Council o f the Provincial Congress.
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Karl Huntington Neugebauer, Julia Donahue and
Bob Childs
The children attending were encouraged to
participate in a scavenger hunt, whereby answers
were found by listening to the presentations given
by our Living History Actors and observing the
different artifacts displayed in the yard. Several
prizes were awarded, including Felicity, an
American Girl Doll, which was won by Amanda
Aiello. Other prizes were won by Patricia Ahern,
Helen Bean. Gurdon Buck, Eric Falter, Sarah
Gallant (who won an American Girl Doll at our_
Open House in 1999), Fred Griffin, Hag
Haroutunian, Mary Keenan, Brett McManus, Glen
McManus, Joyce Munger, Dennis Wade, and Kyle
Wade.
We are very sorry the Edmund Fowle House
was not open for tours. We have had a few
contractors in for evaluations and estimates and
hope to have these problems resolved in a short
period o f time. We will have another Open House,
in sid e, in the near future.
The following is a brief history o f the
Edmund Fowle House.
The first record o f the house appears in the
Middlesex Registry of Deeds which records its sale
on October 20, 1747 to Edmund Fowle, a
cordwainer who owned a leather shop on the south
side o f the Charles River near the bridge, close to
the road (Galen Street). The house was acquired by
the second Edmund Fowle after his father died in
1771.
The house derives its major historical
significance from the time when the building played
a crucial role during the early portion o f the
American Revolution. The record of the historic
events that occurred in this house, well documented.

Jack Piantedosi, Captain o f Watertown’s Provincial
Guard
Recently, the donation of a 10th Regiment of
Foot uniform had been received from Sigrid Reddy
Watson’s son, John. This handsome addition to our
collection added to the patriotic and historic
atmosphere of the event.

Mannequin in 10th Regiment o f Foot Uniform
i
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includes the fact that in July o f 1775, the second
floor of this building was outfitted for the
governor’s Council of the Provincial Congress, and
became the setting for key meetings and decisions
pertaining to the Revolution over the course o f the
next year. The house was located at the corner of
Mt. Auburn and Common Streets at that time,
across the street from the Meeting House. The
Council continued to meet in the Fowle House until
the seat of government was returned to Boston in
the latter part of 1776. Many important people met
in the house during this time, including Joseph
Warren, John Adams, James Bowdoin, James
Warren, James Otis, Robert Treat Paine, Samuel
Adams, and others. The Treaty of Watertown, a
treaty of alliance and friendship made between
delegates of the St. John’s & Miq Maq Tribes of
Native Americans and the newly formed United
States was signed in this house on July 19, 1776.

The Edmund Fowle House
The house was bought from the Fowle heirs
in 1871 by Charles Brigham, an architect and
member of the Historical Society. In 1872, Marshall
Street was laid out and Mr. Brigham had the house
moved to its present location on Marshall Street in
order to preserve it, for the town was widening Mt.
Auburn Street (then Mill Street) and the house was
in danger of being destroyed. The house surrounded
a large chimney that fed several fireplaces but could
not be moved with the dwelling. Fie had the house
divided into 2 units, numbers 26 and 28. and several
changes were made including the addition o f 2
kitchens, separate entries, and another staircase to
the second floor.

He sold the Fowle House to the Historical
Society in 1922. The Society used the property for
rental income in order to maintain the building, pay
property taxes and generate revenue for the Society.
Income was received from #26 from 1922-1965 and
1969-1976, and from #28 from 1922-1987.
In 1965 portions of the interior o f #26 were
renovated to include a library for the Society’s
collection and a conference room for the Society to
have meetings. The South Parlor was restored at
this time as a museum room. Other work included
window repairs and the painting and wallpapering
o f several rooms.
In 1977 the building was placed on the
National Register o f Flistoric Places.
In 1988, Paul Brennan, then President o f the
Society, moved into the building in the role of
caretaker. That same year the Society hired SPNEA
to complete an Historical Structures Report in order
to evaluate the building’s condition and provide
professional guidance in our efforts to pursue a
proper restoration Later that year, architect
Lawrence Sorli was hired to conduct an
Architectural Structures Report which included
accurately drawn floor and roof plans, and a
framing plan o f the first floor. Work done at that
time included stabilizing the first floor and
electrical and plumbing upgrading. A conversion
from oil to natural gas heating with new furnaces
was done as well.
In 1999 the Society received a $4,000.
matching grant from the Massachusetts Historical
Commission which is awarded for the repair and
restoration o f deteriorating historic resources. This
grant was used to hire Gar}7 W olf Architects to help
us further evaluate the structural condition o f the
house.
A Grant Committee has recently been
formed, headed by Society Councilor Audrey Jones
Childs. Audrey has extensive experience in this
field and has been working with her committee to
develop a universal grant application for
prospective opportunities for federal, state, and
private funding. We plan to submit several
proposals this fall.
In the meantime, the Edmund Fowle Flouse
Repair Committee, headed by Bob Childs has been
working to eliminate the problems noted in the
letter from W atertown’s Inspector o f Buildings. We

\

only those who could afford it could make the
voyage. It cost approximately $1000 for a fam ily and
their household goods to board the ship. The Arbella
was part o f a fleet o f 17 vessels, which departed frorr^
Cowes on the Isle o f W ight on March 29, 1630, with
a crew o f 53.
Am ong the passengers o f the Arbella,
Reverend George Phillips was the man responsible
for the founding o f the First Parish Church. He was
minister from 1630 until 1644. When it was first
established, the First Parish was considered very
controversial. It was one o f the first churches the
settlers had seen that defended many religions.
Although it was gathered as a Puritan congregation, it
was even accepting o f the Catholics that found refuge
there. The church had many other characteristics that
were unfamiliar to the settlers o f the Mass. Bay
Colonl. Even today, the church has managed to
uphold the same values. These values including “the
independent and democratic Congregational system,
where there is no hierarchy and each congregation
calls its own minister, controls its own finances and
property, and establishes its own criteria for
membership.” (FPW History) The congregation was
very involved in the world around them, yet felt very
strongly about separating government from the'
church. When the town wanted to tax all the
plantations around in order to establish funds to build
a fortification, the church resisted it. This was
considered the first defense o f the principle o f “No
Taxation without Representation.”
In 1639, the Church defied authority and
established 2 precedents: The church ordained a
second pastor without notifying the General
Conference o f Churches; and the church appointed
him as “teacher” instead o f “minister.” These were
considered to be the first direct applications o f the
principles o f congregational independence in the new
colony. The idea o f the free church movement was
the natural result.
In 1819, under the ministry o f Convers
Francis, the church became Unitarian. The First
Parish was deeply involved in the religious
controversy, which resulted in the division o f the
original Puritan churches into Congregational and
Unitarian. This split, however, did not result in
bitterness. Later, the conservatives o f the First Parish
withdrew in 1892, and founded the PhilipsCongregational Church. From 1819 until 1842,
Convers Francis was the minister o f the Unitarian

hope to have the Edmund Fow le House once again
open to the public by the end o f this summer.
W e want to thank all o f our members for
your continued support o f our efforts to promote the
history o f W atertown and the restoration o f the
Edmund Fow le House.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
AW ARD
The Historical Society o f Watertown sponsors
the Historical Society Award for the best history
essay submitted by an 11th grade student. The winner
receives $500. The Society also sponsors the Charles
T. Burke which is open to the 8th grade. The first
place winner in that contest receives $100. and the
second place winner receives $50. A ll students
receive a certificate o f appreciation for their
participation.
W e are printing this year’s 11th grade winning
essay in this issue o f The Town Crier and w ill print
the winning and second place 8th grade essay in the
next issue.
This year’s
Twombly.

11th grade winner is Emily

The History of the First Parish o f
Watertown
In March, 1630, the Arbella arrived in what is
now M assachusetts. It carried men, women, and
children seeking to escape the religious persecution o f
the King o f England. For some, this was an escape,
but for others, it was also a new beginning. It was a
chance to start a new life and discover new things.
When the M ass. Bay Colony was formed, their goal,
at first, was to create and environment in which
religious freedom was possible. In Watertown,
Massachusetts, the establishment o f the First Parish
o f Watertown exem plified the theme o f religious
freedom. This essay examines the history o f the First
Parish o f Watertown, the second oldest church in
N ew England, and how it has been a focal point for
historical events throughout the years.
The colonists coming on the Arbella were
generally middle to upper class English fam ilies. The
price o f the voyage was very expensive therefore,
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therefore making it hard to find an ideal central
location for the church. “At this early period, the
church building was filled with long, undivided seats,
the common property o f the entire town, with places
assigned to individuals and their fam ilies. It was
provided in Town-M eeting that persons had to sit in
whatever seats were appointed for them or be subject
to punishment by the town. The penalties im posed for
the misdemeanor o f occupying a seat not duly
authorized during the church services were censure
by the deacons for the first offence and a fine o f two
shillings for each subsequent offence.” (Locke, P. 9)
In 1975, the sad decision was made to tear
down the seventh m eeting house. This beautiful
structure was made to hold 400 people, but the
congregation decreased to only fifteen, and was
unable to support and maintain the building
financially. They leased the land to the Watertown
savings Bank, and used the incom e to renovate, that
was called the “Unitarian Building” next door, which
became the eight meeting house.
The Unitarian church was always considered
a com plete deviation from other churches. Rather
than believing in trinity, God m anifested into three
persons, Unitarian b elief is o f the oneness o f God and
that all people w ill be saved. This theology o f the
First Parish has changed over the years: starting out
as a Puritan church, m oving to a Unitarian church,
ending up as a Unitarian Universalist church in the
1960’s. Despite these changes, this church has always
been liberal theologically, encouraging individuals to
develop their own beliefs about God and spirituality.
A s Henry Locke explains, “Som e o f the theological
doctrines o f the founders have proven impermanent
but the influence o f the founders’ characters have
not.” (Locke, P.19) Today, the First Parish o f
Watertown continues to maintain its original
objectives o f liberal thinking, concern for human well
being, and the importance o f social justice._______

L,

church. He was the last minister hired by the town.
He was the president o f the Transcendentalist Club
and a friend o f “radicals” such as Margaret Fuller,
W illiam Ellery Channing, and Ralph Waldo
' Emerson. One thing that Francis was very adamant
about was further separation o f the town and the
parish. Despite his opinions on this topic, the First
Parish was considered the official town church and
was supported by town funds continuously from its
inception until the mid-nineteenth century.
The Unitarian Church has always been known
for its support o f many social issues. These issues
ranged from taxation without representation in the
earliest years, to support o f the anti-slavery
movement prior to the Civil War, to more local issues
such as the founding o f the Watertown Free Public
Library. In 1843, Reverend John W eiss was the first
minister to be ordained after the complete separation
o f town and church. According to Henry Dyer Locke,
“W eiss was a brilliant preacher and his services in the
work o f the public schools and for the establishment
o f the Watertown Free Public Library were very
great.” (Locke, P. 16) W eiss was also very opposed to
slavery, as was his successor, Arthur B. Fuller. After
two years at the church, he resigned and accepted a
JWNjob as the Chaplain with the Federal Troops in the
'
Civil War. At the Battle o f Fredericksburg, however,
he changed roles, took a rifle, and joined the troops as
a private. Unfortunately, Fuller’s life came to an end
in a small battle on the streets o f Fredericksburg. The
concern for social justice has carried on into the
present. During the time o f the Vietnam War,
protesters were able to take refuge in the attic o f the
parsonage. In recent years, the church has been a
meeting place for many organizations with the intent
o f making Watertown a better place to live.
Over the years, there have been many notable
members o f the First Parish. Thomas Mayhew began
the first Protestant missionary work among the
Indians o f this country, preaching in a church he built
for them on Martha’s Vineyard. Reverend Richard
Gibbs was one o f the only men in the town to stand
against the Salem Witch Trials in the 1600’s. Other
famous members included poet, James Russell
Lowell, and composer, Samuel Longfellow.
Throughout all the history o f the church, it
has not always been in the same building. From 1630
until the present, the church has been located in eight
different meeting houses. During the 1600’s,
Watertown included Waltham, W eston, and Belmont,

The
Historical
Society
thanks
and
congratulates all participants and winners in the
essay contests.
Donations are needed to support these
programs. If you choose to donate to the support o f
these very unique and educationally important
awards, please make your checks payable to The
Historical Society o f Watertown and send it:

r
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C /0 The Charles T. Burke Award or
C/O The Historical Society Award
28 Marshall Street
Watertown, MA 02472

The Minutemen won our freedom
from the crown,
I am very proud
that this is my hometown!
L ila Kerm an
Watertown was settled by Saltonstall
1630 was the year.
He followed the Charles along its banks.
The Indians he did not fear.

RE: ODE TO W ATERTOW N
M iss Mariann Pannesi’s fifth grade class at
the Hosmer School recently sent a letter to the Editor
o f the Town Crier relating their enjoyment o f the
January issue which included the articles “M usicfest
2000 Highlights the History o f Watertown” and
Prudence Fogg’s historic poem “An Ode to
Watertown.” They decided to write their own poems
about the history o f our town and sent the poems
along, as w ell.
The Town Crier published several o f these
poems in our last newsletter and w ill publish the
remaining 13 over the next few issues.

Roger Clap a settler man
Became a friend o f the natives here.
He traded a biscuit for a bass
To feed the people far and near.
Town meetings were held in Watertown
To make decisions for the town.
Butchers, bakers, candlestick makers
Voted her in Watertown.
A s time went on the town developed
Town councils replaced Town m eetings
Schools like Perkins were built and made
Watertown among towns began leading.

WATERTOWN
K yle H anely

Today I live in Watertown
I makes me happy to be here.
My life is filled with friends and home.
My town is very dear.

Watertown is an historic place,
The Puritans chose it
as a home base.
They settled here in 1630
When the Charles wasn’t dirty.

A ndrew M azzeo
The historical town o f Watertown,
W as founded in 1630
The founder’s name was Saltonstall,
He found the Charles before it was dirty.

There were tinsmiths, blacksmiths,
silversmiths and more,
Working here definitely
wasn’t a bore!

Roger Clap was a clever man,
Trading a biscuit for a bass.
The Indians quickly became friends,
And this good deed was sure to last.

Roger Clapp and the natives
soon became friends,
A biscuit for a bass,
They did lend.

The war began with the Minutemen,
A few Watertown Patriots joined the fight.
W e w on our freedom from the English
Because they fought with all their might.

Paul Revere lived
on one o f the streets,
The British lost
and admitted defeat.

6

✓

reproducing the T-shirt and selling them this year at
our annual Treaty Day event and Faire on the Square.
(See articles below for more information)

N arek O ganyan
Watertown was settled in 1630.
When the Charles River w asn't dirty.
It had farmers in the west.
George Washington was one of its guests.
In 1776 the Minutemen fought.
Paul Revere rode and by the British he got caught.
Right now Watertown is small,
But it’s history is tall.
In 1815 Watertown schools did start,
So the children could learn the arts.
Watertown will always be
A wonderful place for me.

The Society's “Save the Fowle H ouse’' T-shirts
modeled by Council Members Audrey Jones Childs,
Ruth Arena, Bob Childs, Mary Ellen Murphy . Sigrid
Reddy Watson. Joyce Kelly, Julia Donahue, & Karl
Huntington Neugebauer

The Historical Society is yen' pleased that
the fifth grade students of the Hosmer School
decided to take on this project. We thank all of them
for their wonderful job!

YEAR OF THE WOMAN
CHANGING OF THE GUARD

The Historical Society o f Watertown is
pleased to announce the election o f Sigrid Reddy
Watson as our new President. This is the first time
that the Society has had a woman president since its
inception in 1888. In celebration o f this historic
event, the Flistorical Society is proud to announce
that the focus o f our programs for the next year will
be on local women in history!
Programs this year will include a slideshow
lecture on Harriet Flosmer by Father Joseph Curran,
who is an authority on this famous Watertown
sculptor; a lecture by Dennis Ahern from the
Arlington Historical Society on a Belmont woman
who survived on the Titanic; a program by Dennis
Ryan on Irish immigrant women who worked in this
area; and a living history program on RevolutionaryWar Patriot Deborah Samson, given by Councilor
and Freedom Trail Actress, Julia Donahue.
Information about these and other upcoming
programs will be sent to you and announced in the
Watertown Tab.

On May 6th, the Historical Society of
^ Watertown celebrated our annual members meeting.
Our President for the last 3 years, G. Jack Zollo.
passed his post on to Sigrid Reddy Watson, along
with a slightly changed council. (See new slate of
officers at the end of this Newsletter.) We will miss
Jack’s leadership, but his vast knowledge of our town
and its history will continue to assist us, as he has
agreed to remain on our Council.
The speaker for the afternoon was Paul
Brennan, President of the Historical Society from
1987 to 1996. Paul spoke about the history of the
Edmund Fowle House, including its use during the
Revolutionary War by the Provincial Congress. He
also talked about the repairs and renovations that
have been done through its extensive history and the
importance of preserving this valuable landmark.
Council Members of the Historical Society
are striving to keep the plight of the Edmund Fowle
House and our efforts to raise funds for restoration in
the public eye. Several articles have been printed in
the Watertown Tab and the Boston Globe West
Weekly section. Society Councilor Karl Huntington
Neugebauer produced T-shirts for the Society
Council Members with a picture of the Edmund
Fowle House on the front, with the words “Save the
Fowle House” on top. The Society will be

TREATY DAY 2001
This year marks the 225th anniversary of the
July 19th 1776 signing o f the Treaty of Watertown.
This will be our sixth year commemorating the
7
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signing of this treaty between the Micmack and St.
John's Tribes, and the newly formed United States of
America. The Treaty of Watertown was the first
treaty signed by the United States of America with a
foreign power, a fact that has been confirmed by the
Library of Congress in Washington, DC.
Treaty Day 2001 will be celebrated during the
weekend of July 28th and 29th at O'Connell Field (at
the old East Junior High School) on Mt. Auburn
Street. A Colonial encampment and Native American
Pow Wow will be present throughout the weekend.
The day’s events will include the Sacred Fire
Ceremony, Native American music and dancers,
militia companies, 1775 military drills, period music,
and much more.
The original treaty was restored in 1998. It is
kept at the Massachusetts State Archives in
Dorchester and is available for viewing.
The Society continues to remember and thank
the late Will Basque who brought this treaty to light
several years ago.

by Rememberances Floral Design and A. Russo &
Sons, Inc. The Society wishes to thank these local
businesses for their contribution to our efforts to
remember our veterans.

FAIRE ON THE SQUARE, 2001
The Watertown community is again looking
forward to celebrating F a ire on th e S q u a re on
Saturday, September 29lh.
The Historical Society is looking for
volunteers to man our table under the tent and our
display in the foyer of the Town Hall.
The tent will be located in Saltonstall Park
and our table will include literature about the
Historical Society and a poster o f photographs
illustrating many of the events that have been
sponsored by our organization.
Our table in the foyer of the Town Hall will
display many of the Society’s historical artifacts.
Included will be a cradle made from a cask of tea that
was thrown into Boston Harbor during the Boston
Tea Party, and a copy o f the 1776 Treaty of
Watertown, the first international treaty signed
between the Miqmac Nation and the newly formed
United States.

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE
On May 28th, Watertown celebrated
Memorial Day with a parade down Mt. Auburn Street
with a ceremony culminating in Saltonstall Park.

I f y ou are a b le to d o n a te an h o u r o f y o u r
tim e to m an on e o f th ese ta b les d u r in g the
a ftern o o n , p lea se co n ta ct J o y ce at 6 1 7 -9 2 3 -9 3 1 8 .

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS

W!

Sigrid Reddy Watson - President
Jack McCarthy - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Childs - Asst Treasurer
Betty Creamer - Recording Secretary
Lucia Mastrangelo - Corresponding Secretary
Lou Allegro - Councilor
James Bean - Councilor
Gurdon Buck - Councilor
Robert Childs - Councilor
Julia Donahue - Councilor
Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town Crier
E. Joyce M unger- Councilor
Mary Ellen Murphy - Councilor
Richard Najarian - Councilor
Karl H. Neugebauer - Councilor
Jack Piantedosi - Councilor
Sharon Risso - Councilor
Mai Whitney - Councilor
G. Jack Zollo - Councilor

S^ta,

Audrey Jones Childs and Brigitte Steadman
The Historical Society of Watertown was
proud to be included in the procession. Our float was
designed by Bob and Audrey Childs with help from
Julia Donahue, Jack McCarthy and Joyce Kelly. The
flatbed truck displaying our project was donated by
Sterritt Lumber and driven by Brian Barrett, an
employee of Sterritt Lumber. Flowers were donated
8

2001 CHARLES T. BURKE AWARD WINNERS
services any tim e som eone or som ething was needed.
W e have many reasons to be proud o f our town and
the people who worked so diligently and
courageously for independence from England
Watertown can trace its community spirit and
leadership back to colonial tim es, and this is evident
today as w ell.
A major factor in the contributions o f
Watertown during the War w as its location.
Watertown is centrally located near Boston. During
the War it had a good road system and ports for the
use o f boats. This made W atertown accessible to
many other com m unities and colonies. Watertown
had already been established as a center for the
general courts and m eeting houses. During the early
history o f Watertown it w as to serve as host for the
provisional assem bly. Watertown was also the center
o f communication during the Revolutionary War.
The colony’s newspaper, the Watertown Sun, was
published here and it had a large circulation. During
the British takeover o f Boston, the Boston Gazette ,
published by Benjamin Edes, w as forced out o f its
print shop. One solution to keeping the paper alive
came from the generosity o f one o f Mr. Edes’ friends,
Paul Revere. Mr. Revere w as living in Watertown
during this tim e and offered Mr. Edes the use o f his
printing presses so that he could continue publishing
the Boston Gazette.
Many important, respected, and remarkable
people stayed or lived in Watertown. One o f the m ost
respected was George W ashington. General
W ashington at the tim e, m et here w ith other leaders
to plan the strategies he w ould use to overcom e the
British soldiers. Those who m et General W ashington

The Historical Society o f Watertown sponsors
the Charles T. Burke Award every year recognizing
the accomplishments o f middle school children in the
Watertown Public Schools. The awards this year were
received by the winners o f an essay contest written by
8th graders.
The eighth grade winner receives $100.00 and
the second place winner receives $50.00. A ll students
receive a certificate o f appreciation for their
^ p a rticip a tio n .
f
The Society also sponsors the Historical
Society Award which is open to the 11th grade. The
winner receives $500.00. The winning essay was
published in the July 2001 issue o f The Town Crier.
Donations are needed to support these
programs. If you choose to donate to the support o f
these very unique and educationally important
awards, please make your checks payable to The
Historical Society o f Watertown and send it:
C/O The Charles T. Burke Award or
C/O The Historical Society Award
28 Marshall Street
Watertown, M A 02472
The winner o f the eighth grade contest was
M elissa D ’A m ico for her essay on “Watertown
During the Period o f the Revolutionary War”

\

Watertown played a very important role
during the period o f the Revolutionary War. However
many people who live here today are not aware o f the
contributions made by Watertown during and after
the war. Watertown stepped forward and supplied its
1

described him as a “great man of prominent stature”
who inspired those around him to join the cause and
fight for independence. His trip to our town is
memorialized by stones that mark his route of travel.
Many of our townspeople were inspired to join the
militia. Watertown sent 134 men and boys off
voluntarily to fight for the cause of liberty. One o f the
soldiers from Watertown was Leonard Bond. Bond
joined the Minute Men in Lexington, Massachusetts
on April 19th, 1775 for the first battle o f the
Revolution. He has the distinction of being the first
man to show up with his gun ready to fight.

preserves his place in history not only for our town
but for America.
Paul Revere was a temporary resident of
Watertown. Although his time in our town was not ^
long, Revere did make great contributions to our
colony. Many people may not be aware that before
Massachusetts was a Commonwealth it was initially
designated to be a Province. During this time, Revere
printed paper money known as provincial money.
Paul Revere was one of the three riders who road
horseback to deliver the “call for arms” to warn that
the British were coming to fight.
Israel Bissell, a 23 year old man was the least
known rider. He carried the message that would
change the course o f our country. His “call to arms”
alert began in Watertown and finished 345 miles later
at the city hall o f Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. His trip
took 4 days and 6 hours o f non stop riding to
complete. He arrived in Philadelphia exhausted but
unharmed and declared to villages and hamlets along
the route o f “the shot heard round the world.” This
alerted all the men to prepare to defend their call for
independence and that impending danger was on its
way.
Many events o f the time were significant to
Watertown’s history
and role during the ~
Revolutionary War. One o f the first events that drew
in citizens o f Watertown was the Boston Tea Party.
Several o f our residents were members of the Sons of
Liberty. They joined with the other members to rebel
against taxation without representation, which was to
be one o f the reasons our forefathers decided to break
away from England.
After declaring that the colonies were going
to be independent, British troops took over Boston in
an attempt to squash the plans of liberty in the colony.
The siege o f Boston by the British troops brought
Watertown to the forefront o f service. Boston was
unable to function as capital o f the colony and a
temporary capital was needed quickly. Watertown,
already being a place known for its integrity and
leadership was chosen as the temporary seat of
government. During the time o f Watertown serving
as capital, General Washington met here with other
leaders o f the militia to plan the strategies he used to
outmaneuver the British soldiers. Watertown served
in this role until the British soldiers were pushed out
of Boston by Washington’s army.
In conclusion, Watertown has played an
important role in the Revolutionary War period.

Slate marker commemorating General George
Washington passing by this location (Photo courtesy
o f the Watertown Free Public Library)
In addition to Mr. Bond, Joseph Coolidge was
another great patriot from Watertown. Although the
survival rate for the men from Watertown was high,
Mr. Coolidge was noted to be our only casualty of the
War. Watertown is very proud of his service to
America and memorializes his name on a former
school building, roadway, and section of the east end
of town know as Coolidge Square By paying tribute
to this man of great honor and courage, Watertown
2

the importation o f tea into Watertown, and declared
that they would not purchase any tea. England was
outraged by this, and Parliament passed the Port Act,
and by June 1st the Boston port had been closed. The
Boston Port Act was part o f the Intolerable acts, and
discontinued the importation o f goods into Boston
Harbor. The citizens in Watertown and throughout
the colonies were in upheaval due to the fact that
Britain was imposing taxes upon them, while on the
other hand, the colonies wanted to govern
themselves. The town o f Watertown was vital in the
commencement
o f the
Revolution
because
Watertown, along with the surrounding Boston towns
protested against the authoritarian British rule.
Secondly, not only did Watertown protest
against the English by boycotting their tea, but also
they prepared for battle to protect what soon would
be their own united country, free from British rule.
Preparation was made for battle. Every month
updated news about the situation with Britain was
brought to the meetinghouse and discussed. Citizens
began to purchase ammunition and gather it in the
meetinghouse under the pulpit. During the three fall
months, officers o f rank were ordered to create a
militia. They trained men two hours each week. A list
was gathered o f all men who could be ready to fight
if necessary. In Concord, on August 30, men from all
over the colony, including Watertown gathered to talk
about preparations for battle. As a result o f this
meeting the Massachusetts Province was established.
A meeting was held in Philadelphia where the
colonists were to decide how their initial rights as a
colony could be preserved. The colonists prepared for
battle. On April 18, battle was finally upon them
when the British sent men to seize ammunition stored
in Concord. The following day, one hundred and
thirty four militiamen from Watertown gathered with
other troops and marched into Lexington to fight
against the British.
Finally, Watertown aided not only in the
protest and battle during the Revolutionary War, but
also in the government o f the colonies. The
Massachusetts Provincial Congress, which had
formerly been held in Concord, moved to Watertown.
There it made decisions about recruiting new men
and organized the Committee o f Safety and the
Committee o f Supplies. During the tumultuous
revolutionary years, Watertown was the seat of the
colonial government for a year and a half.

Whether serving as the temporary seat of
government, or hosting meetings, Watertown showed
its integrity and qualities of leadership. Watertown's
~ sense of community, patriotism and dedication to the
common goal of independence and liberty is evident
by the 134 men and boys who courageously joined
the militia without hesitation. We must continue to
honor and remember the great service that our town
gave to our country during its journey to
independence and continue to build upon the solid
foundation laid down by our forefathers.
The second place winner was K a th erin e
F iltzer, also for her essay on “Watertown During the
Period of the Revolutionary War”.
Watertown played many roles in the
American Revolution: protester, fighter and
governing influence. The American Revolution
against British rule started in 1775, and, at least
partially, ended when the Constitution was ratified in
1788. Geography played a big role in the American
Revolution. Watertown was right in the middle o f the
colony, extremely close to Boston. So, how exactly
did Watertown play a role in the American
Revolution? Generally speaking, the people of
Watertown protested against taxation in the Tax
Revolt, fought against the British, recruited militia
men to fight, and served as a government seat.
First, the town of Watertown participated in
protests against British taxation. Just a few days after
Christmas, in 1773, a town meeting was issued “for
the Town to take into consideration the many evils
and difficulties this province in particular, as well as
America in general, labor under by the importation of
teas into this province subject to duties laid on same
by an act of Parliament, and to see if the Town can
come into some measures to discourage importation
and at last to come into some resolutions that may
prevent the trade and consumption of that article
within the Town of Watertown until such time as the
duty shall be taken off the same.” (Crossroads on the
Charles, page 58) This was a result of the British
Parliament “empowering the East India Company to
export their teas to America subject to duties upon its
being landed. (Crossroads on the Charles, page 58) In
other words, the colonists would have to pay duties
r ^ o n foreign tea while Britain received the profit o f the
taxes. On January 3, 1774, the Whig citizens met at a
meetinghouse and voted to discourage and prevent
3

When w e look at present day Watertown, we
think o f it as a small community, especially compared
to the larger ones that surround us. Although
Watertown may be sm all, it has a big heart. During a
difficult tim e in the birth o f our country, Watertown
stepped up to the plate and worked hard to fight
against file powerful British authority. When
colonists tried to fight o ff unfair taxation from the
British, Watertown citizens protested with them.
When the colonists decided to battle with the British,
Watertown rallied troops and gathered ammunition.
When the colonists needed a place for their
government to m eet and make decisions, Watertown
provided the m eetinghouse necessary to house the
government workers. Many important decisions were
made in Watertown that impacted the Revolution.
Without the strong hearts and minds o f many
dedicated Watertown citizens, the colonists may
never have been liberated from the oppressive British
rule.

Including schools established in 1815,
And there were also trolley cars seen.
Roger Clapp traded a biscuit for a fish,
His greatest desire and wish.
To make this great town a fine place to be,
Where I w ill enjoy all there is to see!

Rachel Pugh
Native Americans,
Peacefully living.
Puritans in 1630,
From across the Atlantic.
Paul Revere’s famous ride,
He lived among these streets.
Minutemen in 1776,
W in freedom from the British.
The Charles River,
W inding through,
Perkins School,
Dear H elen Keller.

RE: ODE TO W ATERTOW N
M iss Mariann Pannesi’s fifth grade class at
the Hosmer School recently sent a letter to the Editor
o f the Town Crier relating their enjoyment o f the
January issue which included the articles “M usicfest
2000 Highlights the History o f Watertown” and
Prudence Fogg’s historic poem “A n Ode to
Watertown.” They decided to write their own poems
about the history o f our town and sent the poems
along, as w ell.
The Town Crier published several o f these
poems in our last two newsletters and w ill publish the
remaining poem s in the next couple o f issues.

This town is full o f history.

Rachel Pugh
Watertown.
One o f the oldest towns,
M assachusetts, U SA ,
1630,
Fought for freedom in 1776.

M ark Russo

WATERTOWN

In 1630 Saltonstall came
To settle Watertown.
Roger Clap came w ith him
And a village they both found.

Alyssa Paulino
A wonderful, amazing place to live and be,
Back then 1630 the Charles River was to thee.

Clap traded with the Indians
A biscuit for som e bass.
A friendship was then started
That through all tim es did last.
Watertown’s men worked here and there,
They farmed, smithed and sold.

A place to fish, to set up a m ill,
To help the townspeople fill the bill.
Setting up shops, invented bicycles and such,
Became quite famous for Watertown had much.
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The many tilings they did produce
Kept Watertown well and whole.

TREATY DAY, 2001
The weather was perfect for this year’s Treaty
Day event that took place the last weekend in July at
O’Connell Field. Several tents were set up by our
Colonial and Native American participants for the
display o f crafts and artifacts as well as for sleeping
as many o f our guests spent the weekend on the field.

There was a town meeting government
Where all ideas were told.
The people talked of freedom
For all within their fold.
Washington, Revere and many men
Stayed along the river.
They talked in 1776 about a fight
That would change things forever.
As time went on our town did grow.
Trolley cars and factories were around.
People voted for Councilmen
To run old Watertown.
Watertown is history of Mass Bay
It’s a very important part
For here were people who got along
Sharing life from the very start.
N ich o la s S id eris

Watertown is an historical place.
People came up the Charles River, here.
It was founded in 1630 by John Saltonstall.
A man who all revered.

Audrey Jones Childs demonstrating the spinning o f wool as
Native American George Thomas looks on

The
Colonials
had
a
number
of
demonstrations to offer, including spinning wool,
18th century painting, the workings o f pistols,
muskets and a variety o f different ammunition. There
was also an 18th century doctor who spoke about
medicine, disease and surgery, including amputations.
Watertown’s Provincial Guard entertained the crowd
with marching drills, running the flag up the flagpole,
and the firing o f weapons. One o f the Colonial groups
brought a cannon which was fired off several times
during the event (much to the dismay o f some little
children who reacted by crying).
The Native American participants had many
o f their beautiful crafts on display and for sale. They
entertained the crowds with ceremonial dances and
songs. The meaning o f many of the traditional dances
and songs were explained before commencement.
Jack Piantedosi, Captain o f the Watertown
Provincial Guard and the organizer o f this year’s
event, hosted the Closing Ceremonies which included

The people held town meetings
To decide about the business of the town
Problems were solved by farmers and tailors
Who lived in Watertown.
Roger Clap traded a biscuit for a bass
With the Indians who were around.
Watertown stretched far and wide
To Lincoln, Cambridge and Concord town.
I live in the town of Watertown.
It makes me content to be here.
My happy memories of the town
Will be with me all my years.
The Historical Society is very pleased that
the fifth grade students o f the Flosmer School
a decided to take on this project. We thank all of them
for their wonderful job!
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Casey and Betty Pentleton, and our sponsors, the
Watertown Provincial Guard, the Historical Society
of Watertown, the Town of Watertown and Younger
Corporation..

a reading of the Treaty of Watertown by Marilyn
Petito Devaney, a member of the Town Council and
the Governor’s Council. The audience was fascinated
to hear the terms of this treaty of alliance and
friendship between the newly formed United States
and the Micmack and St. John’s Indian Nations of
northern New England and Canada. This treaty,
signed on July 19th, 1776, 15 days after the signing of
the Declaration of Independence, was the first treaty
signed between the U.S. and a foreign nation.

Barbara Casey (center) o f the United Native American Cultural
Center (UNACC) joins her friends in one o f the Native American
dances

One final story before closing: O'Connell
Field has a lovely, lush grass covering, and for good
reason - an automatic sprinkler system!! Much to the
surprise o f our campers, they came on promptly at
11:00 P.M. on Friday! Someone had the brilliant idea—
to empty out any barrels and cover the sprinklei
heads with them until they could be turned off. The
police were called and they were finally shut off after
about 30 minutes. The main source was shut off and
the sprinklers did not come on Saturday night.

A Native American couple exhibit their crafts

Dr. John Warner of the Massachusetts State
Archives brought the original Treaty, which was
signed 225 years ago and restored by the Town of
Watertown in 1998, for the public to view.
Frank Nevin, Grand Captain of the Micmack
Nation, came down from Nova Scotia to join our
annual commemoration of the Treaty as he has done
every year since 1996. To the delight o f the crowd, he
sang two songs in his native language. Rosie Basque,
wife of the late Will Basque, also came down with
her son and read a poem written by her late husband.
Will Basque was responsible for bringing the treaty to
our attention in the late 1990s.
Joe Veno produced a stunning painting this
year depicting the signing of the Treaty in the
Provincial Council Chamber. Reproductions of this
painting were given to many of the guest speakers
and organizers as a token of appreciation.
The Historical Society wishes to thank all of
the people who continue to help organize this
important event, including Jack Piantedosi, Barbara
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL
CLEANS UP
into the building (handicapped accessibility), and to
make detailed recommendations for the future
maintenance, preservation and rehabilitation o f the
structure.
In response to recommendations made in this
study, Historical Society funds were used to make
temporary repairs this year, such as the replacement
o f gutters and downspouts. These repairs proved
insufficient when torrential rains last winter revealed
other weaknesses in the fabric o f the house. Water
entered the chimney and damaged the walls and
ceilings in the upstairs hallway, contributing to the
town Building Inspector’s decision to declare the
Fowle House unfit for occupancy.
Since April, the Edmund Fowle House Repair
Committee, headed by Bob Childs, has been working
to eliminate the safety problems noted in the letter
from Watertown’s Inspector o f Buildings, which
closed the Edmund Fowle House to the public and
Society Council meetings. Bob’s Repair Committee
has accepted a bid for repairs to the very old chimney
and the repair will be starting in January o f this year.
This will eliminate further damage to the structure and
interior o f the house.
A “Yard Clean-up Day” was organized for
November 10th. Seven members o f the Council of
the Historical Society met that morning to pitch in.
These members included Gurdon Buck, Bob Childs,
Julia Donahue, Joyce Kelly, Joyce Munger, Karl
Neugebauer and President Sigrid Reddy Watson. The
yard was in dire need o f attention. Bushes and
shrubbery planted close the house were cut down in

As we mentioned in our July 2001 edition of
“The Town Crier”, the Historical Society of
Watertown formed a Grant Committee earlier this
year, headed by Society Councilor Audrey Jones
Childs. The Committee has developed a universal
grant application and letters of intent for prospective
opportunities for federal, state, and private funding
which were submitted earlier this fall. We are waiting
for responses and will keep you informed.
In our February 1999 edition we informed our
readers about a $4,000 matching grant we received
from the Massachusetts Historical Commission. This
grant was provided in order to hire an architect to
help us evaluate the structural conditions o f the
Edmund Fowle House, to investigate universal access

Gurdon Buck and Bob Childs bundling branches cut
in the yard o f the Edmund Fowle House
1

order that the outside o f the house may dry out in
preparation of planned exterior work on the house.
Leaves were raked and deposited into 10 enormous
bags, numerous bundles o f branches were tied up
with twine and put curbside for town pick-up on
November 17th, and bushes on the perimeter o f the
property were trimmed.

Julia Donahue, Bob Childs, Joyce Kelly and Karl H.
Neugebauer on the bags o f leaves collected
The Edmund Fowle house is one o f only
2,281 properties in this country singled out with the
distinction o f being a National Historic Landmark.
It is a Georgian period building, built circa 1741,
and was the seat o f the Governor’s Council for this
state during the Revolutionary War.

Joyce Munger, Joyce Kelly, Julia Donahue and
Sigrid Reddy Watson gathering leaves
I must mention that the age demographic of
the Council spans several decades and the younger
folks were quite impressed with the know-how,
energy and stamina o f the older folks. Work began at
8:00 A.M. with the arrival of Don Buck, who began
cutting down bushes before the rest of the crowd
showed up. Bob Childs came at 9:00 with coffee and
2 dozen donuts in hand which replenished the energy
o f the Council during the 10:00 break. The other
Councilors had arrived on the scene by then.
Joyce Munger brought along a leaf-blower
which helped save us from some of the back-breaking
work of picking up leaves by hand. Two people held
a big leaf bag open while Joyce blew them right into
the bag. An ingenious idea! President Sigrid Reddy
Watson spent the last hour o f the afternoon mowing
the lawn with a gas powered lawn mower. A couple
o f the Councilors had no experience at all in doing
yard work and were commended by the others for the
fine job they did. The work was completed at about
2:00 in the afternoon. And the yard looks beautiful!!
Our thanks to ALL of the Councilors who
pitched in and made this a fun and productive day.
We will continue to keep the Historical
Society membership informed as to the progress of
the repairs and restoration o f the Edmund Fowle
House through “The Town Crier.”

THE SOCIETY COUNCIL
NEEDS YOUR HELP
Every Councilor on the Executive Board of
the Historical Society o f Watertown is a volunteer.
Due to her many other commitments our Recording
Secretary, Betty Creamer, has recently resigned her
position. The Council is in desperate need to replace
her. The Recording Secretary attends all meetings o f
the Council, which meets on the third Wednesday o f
each month, and takes notes about subjects discussed
and types up a report to distribute at the next meeting.
These reports are kept in a notebook and saved to
preserve the history o f our efforts and
accomplishments. We are in possession o f all o f the
minutes o f the meetings o f the Historical Society
from its beginning in 1888.
If you are interested in joining the Council as
Recording Secretary, please call President Sigrit
Reddy Watson at 617-492-6514 for further
information.
2
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RE: ODE TO W ATERTOW N
M iss Mariann Pannesi’s fifth grade class at
the Hosmer School sent a letter to the Editor o f the
Town Crier last year relating their enjoyment o f the
January issue which included the articles “M usicfest
2000 Highlights the History o f Watertown” and
Prudence Fogg’s historic poem “An Ode to
Watertown.” They decided to write their own poems
about the history o f our town and sent the poems
along, as w ell.
The Town Crier published these poem s in our
last few newsletters and com pletes the publishing o f
the remaining poem s below.

r

WATERTOWN

Today in W atertown
there is a lot o f happiness and cheer,
And I am proud to say
m y hom e is very warm and dear!

Sam antha Sturtevant
W atertown is an historic place.
It w as settled b y Saltonstall
1630 w as the year
H e claim ed W atertown for all.
One day Roger Clap and natives
Traded a biscuit for som e bass
W hile Mr. Phillips stood on hand
To m ake friendship that w ould last.
Paul Revere lived in W atertown
Before taking a ride real daring
To warn patriots o f the British march
On Lexington, drums blaring.

Stephanie Sideris
W atertown is an historic place,
Listen to m e
w hile I state m y case.

A s tim e went on dear W atertown
Becam e a grow ing place
W ith houses, schools and stores aplenty,
It is a wonderful space.

It was founded in the year 1630,
the Charles River w as clean,
but now its dirty.

Jesse Taylor
The town founder w as Saltonstall,
And people had m eetings
in the town hall.

Found in 1630 along the Charles R iver,
W inters were cold and the colonists did shiver,
Paul Revere and M inuteman strong,
Fought the British hard and long.
W atertown m en joined in the battle,
Protecting the farmlands and even the cattle.

Roger Clap traded a biscuit for a bass,
W hile m any years later,
H elen K eller was at Perkins,
taking a class.

In 1815 W atertown established schools,
For all the children to learn the rules.
Roger Clap had becom e a friend,
O f the natives to the end.

There w as a battle in 1776
called the Revolutionary War,
And it certainly w asn’t a very big bore.
Paul Revere lived in W atertown
and owned a horse,
H is famous m idnight ride
did not throw him o ff course.

M any years later, fam ous landmarks appeared,
Perkins Institute, W atertown Arsenal,
Great growth w as not feared.

M aria V asquez
Belm ont, W eston, Waltham and Lincoln
were part o f W atertown before,
but it isn ’t like that anymore!

W atertown w as settled in 1630,
The ship that sailed here w as the Arbella.
It sailed along the historic Charles,
3

With Saltonstall as the founding fella.
It had blacksmiths, tinsmiths, fishermen & farmers
Who rode their horses to town meetings.
Watertown even had Paul Revere,
Whose silver objects were never fleeting.

Sigrid Reddy Watson called the group to order. She
honored three o f our Council members with the
Historical Society’s President’s Award.

It had Roger Clap and good Indian Men,
Trading biscuits for some bass,
Their friendship helped to make this town
A happy place at last!
Finally in 1776
Watertown men fought the British,
They lifted arms to gain for all,
Democracy and freedom.

The Historical Society is very pleased that
the fifth grade students of the Hosmer School
decided to take on this project. We thank all o f them
for their wonderful job!

Karl Huntington Neugebauer at the Holiday Party
with his President’s Award
Karl Neugebauer was acknowledged for his
hard work to “improve the appearance o f the Fowle
House...by maintaining its building and grounds”.
Audrey Jones Childs was recognized for “tirelessly
composing applications for grants for the restoration
o f the House”. Bob Childs was awarded this honor
for his efforts to “maintain [the Fowle House’s]
historic authenticity; and to ensure the safety o f the
building”.

HOLIDAY PARTY
Due to a smaller turnout than usual, the venue
for the Historical Society’s Holiday Party was
changed from the VFW Function Room on Arsenal
Street to Verona’s Restaurant in Watertown Square.

Betty
Pentleton,
Karl
Nengebauer,
Mastrangelo and Gurdon Buck

Lucia

About 20 members attended supper in the
festively decorated dining room of Verona’s. After
cocktails, a delicious family style supper and
conversation with old and new friends, President

Bob Childs and Audrey Jones Childs with awards
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These Council members have worked
diligently and put in many hours o f their precious
spare time to help save this historic building for our
community and for future generations. We commend
their selfless and valiant efforts.
We wish to thank everyone who participated
in making this a very memorable evening.

Captions have been written to accompany the
photographs, explaining what each one depicts. These
captions must now be edited in order to fit the layout
and structure o f the book.
“Images o f America - Watertown” will be
available in the spring o f this year for $ 19.99 plus tax.
P lea se su p p o r t th e efforts o f th ese tw o n o n -p r o fit
o r g a n iz a tio n s b y re serv in g a c o p y n o w . Please call

Pat Ahem o f the Friends o f the Watertown Free
Public Library at 617-926-6839 or Joyce Kelly o f the
Historical Society o f Watertown at 617-923-9318.

NEW MEMBERS
The past year has brought many new
members to the Historical Society, bringing our total
membership to 141. Several members came on board
due to our Annual Appeal letter that went out in
November o f 2001.

President Sigrid Reddy Watson, Doreen Smith and
Joyce Munger

Kathy Alpert
Marylene Altieri
Peter Baker
Sharon Bauer
Barbara Beck
Bob & Judy Behn
Joseph Bel and
James G. Bennas
Sarah Bronstein
Matthieu Cerf
Sallie Chisholm
William C. Clark
Flora Epstein
Erininia Errico
J. Thomas Franklin
Keith Glavash
Janet Heywood
Marilyn Hollisian
Andrew Jablon
Tony Kelley
Paul Krueger
John G. Leate
Edward & Barbara Manning
Joseph J. Mazza
Steven Mikulka
Caren Myers
Tony & Maureen Paolillo
Chuck Papalia

IMAGES OF AMERICA WATERTOWN
The Historical Society o f Watertown is
working with the Friends o f the Watertown Free
Public Library to create an “Images of America Watertown” book! We are sure you have seen these
pictorial history books published by Arcadia
Publishing. Many of the surrounding communities
have already released copies concerning their own
towns, such as Belmont, Waltham and BrightonAllston.
The committee working on this project was
formed in May o f this year and consists of eight
individuals interested in preserving the history of
Watertown. These committee members live in
Watertown, Waltham and Cambridge.
The majority of the pictures to be used will
come from the Library’s extensive Photograph
Archive. Others have been received from members of
the community. Many hours have been spent pouring
over these images in order to choose the clearest and
most significant subjects.
5

The Watertown Free Public Library has been
helping us celebrate our “Year o f the Woman” by co
hosting all o f our programs this fiscal year and by
acknowledging local wom en in history them selves. /
From Novem ber through April the Library is
presenting an exhibit on “Watertown W omen o f
Achievem ent.” Each month a different group o f local
wom en w ill be recognized for their contribution to
the enrichment o f the community. These wom en
volunteer many hours o f their tim e to work
individually and with groups and organizations
dedicated to improving the quality o f life in our
neighborhoods. Included in the exhibit are Historical
Society Councilors Sigrid Reddy Watson, Lucia
Mastrangelo and Joyce Munger.
The exhibition, located on the ground floor by
the Circulation D esk, includes photos o f these women
along with quotes by them, the awards they have won
and die organizations they have been associated with.
The Library is located at 123 M ain Street in
Watertown Square.

John B. Parente
John Petrowsky
Carol Pinnone
Robert Platt
Jesper & Rosamond Rosenmeier
Ellen K. Rothman
David A. Russo
Richard Samourian
Jim Scafidi
Donald Sisson
Carole-Jean Smith
Elizabeth T. Stout
Mary Thompson
Ida Toro
Linda Tracy
Tom V ise
Sheila Warner
Daniel G. Watson
Clyde Younger
W e want to w elcom e all o f our new members
and thank them for their support o f the Historical
Society. W e hope they enjoy many fulfilling years
with us.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Sigrid Reddy Watson - President
Jack McCarthy - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Childs - Asst Treasurer
Lucia Mastrangelo - Corresponding Secretary
Lou Allegro - Councilor
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Gurdon Buck - Councilor
Robert Childs - Councilor
Julia Donahue - Councilor
Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town Crier
E. Joyce Munger - Councilor
Mary Ellen Murphy - Councilor
Richard Najarian - Councilor
Karl H. Neugebauer - Councilor
Jack Piantedosi - Councilor
Sharon Risso - Councilor
Mai Whitney - Councilor
G. Jack Zollo - Councilor

YEAR OF THE W OM AN
The Historical Society elected its first woman
president, Sigrid Reddy Watson in M ay o f 2001. This
is the first tim e that the Society has had a woman
president since its beginning in 1888. Because o f this
historic election, the Society is celebrating the “Year
o f the Woman” and recognizing wom en in local
history.
In September 2001 w e enjoyed a slide show
lecture on Watertown’s world famous sculptor
Harriet Hosmer given by Father Joseph Curran, an
expert on Hosmer’s works and life. In November,
Dennis A hem o f the Arlington Historical Society
entertained us with a lecture on a Belm ont woman
who survived the sinking o f the Titanic.
Our next public m eeting w ill be presented by
Dennis Ryan. Mr. Ryan w ill speak about Irish
immigrant wom en who worked in this area o f the
country. It w ill take place on Friday, March 22 in the
Browsing Room o f the Watertown Free Public
Library at 7:00 PM. Members w ill be receiving an
invitation to this program in the mail.

H A PPY NEW YEAR
TO ALL!!
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FOWLE HOUSE CHIMNEY RECEIVES
MUCH NEEDED REPAIRS
As you may recall from our July 2001 issue
of “The Town Crier” the Edmund Fowle House (c.
1742), the headquarters of the Historical Society of
Watertown, was closed to the public in April of 2001.
While pursuing the realization of having the
residence occupied, we had the building checked by
he Town’s Inspector of Buildings. It was noted that
several building code requirements were in violation,
including water damaged electrical fixtures in the
upstairs hallway.
In response to recommendations made in an
earlier architectural study to help us evaluate the
structural conditions of the House, Historical Society
funds were used to make temporary repairs last year,
such as the replacement of gutters and downspouts.
These repairs proved insufficient when torrential
rains last winter revealed other weaknesses in the
fabric of the house. Water had entered the chimney
and damaged the walls and ceilings in the upstairs
hallway.
Repairs to the chimney were made this January
and the following report was submitted by Bob Childs,
Chair Person of the Edmund Fowle House Repair
Committee and Historical Society Councilor.
During the past couple of years the
condition of the chimney of the Edmund Fowle had
deteriorated to the point that rainwater was leaking
into the second floor ceiling creating serious
damage to the ceiling and electrical wiring. Since
the Watertown Building Inspector discovered this

during the house inspection it was put on the list of
things to be repaired before access could be allowed
back into the building. After inspection by a
competent contractor it was determined that the
portion of the chimney above the roofline would
have to be replaced. Other problems were found
during this work and they were taken care of as
well.

The chimney o f the Edmund Fowle House before
work began.
Bids were solicited from masons and
chimney experts and Colonial Chimney & Masonry
Designs of Watertown was awarded the contract.
Robert Najarian of RGN Construction Management
carried out the work supervision and solicitation of

bids. Robert has been working with the Society to
determine the cost of the full restoration of the
Edmund Fowle House for our grant proposals and
therefore was already familiar with the situation and
was able to offer his services. The following is a
description of the problems found and the work that
was done to fix them.
A close up look at the chimney showed it
had many openings for the rain to pass through in
the mortar but most important was the condition of
the flashing that was actually funneling the rain into
the roof under the shingles. Many repairs had been
done over the years and the flashing was made up of
many pieces that had been tarred together
Before
the
dismantling
started
measurements were taken and Colonial was
instructed to use as much of the original brick as
possible (more than 90% was reusable). They were
also given instructions from Eric Gradoia of the
Massachusetts Historical Commission for the
proper mortar mix to make the restoration
historically correct.

reconstructed around the liner using the cleaned up
original brick and proper mortar mix.
Part of the contract called for an inspection
and cleaning of the split chimneys down to the gas
furnaces. One of the furnace flues did not have a
cleanout so a new one was installed and the other
was replaced to make it larger and more useful.
Both flues were in bad need of cleaning, especially
the one without a cleanout.

The new terra-cotta lining in the chimney can he
seen in this photo o f the work area.

A view o f the partially deconstructed chimney
The reconstructed chimney was checked
with a measurement to insure it was made the same
as the original.
After the chimney was removed it was
determined that to make the new construction meet
current codes a liner would need to be added.
Fresh lead flashing was laid down and
sealed to the roofing and the chimney was

To complete the work to present day code it
was determined that the part of the chimney
exposed in the attic would need to have a seal
coating to prevent any flues gasses getting into the
attic area. This meant a parge coating of mortar
would need to be added to the exposed brick.
The work took about two weeks to complete
with some time out for bad weather in January. The
total cost of the job was $8,288.00 and included
some repair work on the foundation of the house
near the side entrance. With this work and the
addition of some smoke detectors in the house,
limited access to the Society Councilors has been
granted by the Town Inspector. Total access to the
public will have to wait for the full restoration to
code contingent on receiving funding from the
grants we are actively seeking.
The Historical Society of Watertown had to
pay for this crucial repair out of their working
budget. As a result funding for our educational
outreach programs, such as the Living History
series we have provided to the public schools the
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m uddy bottom . There w as
bathhouses for b oys and girls.

^ ^ past few years, has suffered this year and m ay also
be affected next year until w e replenish our w orking
capital.
If you w ould like to help defray the exp en se
o f the co stly repair o f the F o w le H ouse ch im n ey,
please send your donation to:

a

neat

raft

and

4 . G A L E N ST R E E T B R ID G E - A p ip e, 4 feet in
diam eter, ran from L ew an d o’s D ry C lean ers. It
poured out d yes o f different co lo rs into the Charles
R iver. A billboard o v er L ew an d o’s sh o w ed a
m other cat hanging out d ifferen t colored ch ick s to
dry.

The H istorical S o ciety o f W atertow n
G eneral Fund
28 M arshall Street
W atertow n, M A 0 2 4 7 2

5. TH E C H A R L E S R IV E R - B o y s u sed to “sk in n y
dip” behind L ew an d o’s. T h ey w o u ld a lso catch little
brown snakes on the present C harles R iver W alkin g
Path and place them in g ir ls’ sch o o l d esk s. Our b o y
learned to sw im by cro ssin g the C harles on his
d o g ’s tail. H e alw ays w ore sneakers b eca u se o f
g la ss and m ud. In the w inter, he w o u ld cross the ice
on the Charles to get to the Parker S ch o o l. In M ay,
the river w ou ld dry up and he w o u ld cross the
w ood en dam w here the present bridge is located.

A ny donation you can m ake w ill be greatly
appreciated.

M EM ORIES OF GROW ING
UP IN W ATERTOW N
W hile w orking on on e o f the m any projects
prepared by the W atertown Free Public Library for
the M illennium celebration in 2 0 0 0 , Library Page
Pauline M urphy thought it w ou ld be interesting to
interview som e o f the older m em bers o f the
about grow in g up in W atertow n. A
put in the W atertow n Tab asking for
volunteers for this project. O ne o f the respon ses w as
from Mr. Harold L otz w h o and grew up at 8 C ross
Street in W atertown Square. Mr. Lotz w as
interview ed by M s. M urphy about his recollection s
and she prepared the fo llo w in g remarks.

6. W A T E R T O W N S Q U A R E - W as k now n as T he
D elta and w as partly cob b leston ed . Pleasant Street
ran both w ays and there w ere h o m es w here the
W atertow n Bank has its parking lot.
7. OTIS D E P A R T M E N T S T O R E
8. W A T E R O T W N S E A G R ILLE - T he local bar,
later b ecam e L ann o’s Restaurant and is n o w a
parking place.
9. PO LICE A N D FIRE S T A T IO N S - A Stanley
steam er and then a C hanneler w ere used as the
paddy w agon /am b ulan ce.

(R efer to m ap on page 4)
1. PARK ER SC H O O L - He w as a student here
from 1930 to 1937. Mr. M oon ey, the principal,
bought b oots, w ith a little p ock et for a knife, at the
Otis Department Store on M ain St. (7) for a
virtually sh o eless student.

10. R A IL R O A D ST A T IO N - A t the b lo ck that is
n ow occu p ied by T resca’s Restaurant. T he B o sto n
and M aine R ailroad and a brook ran behind the
library (12). D uring W orld W ar II, b ags o f p otatoes,
w h ich w ere very scarce, w ere throw n o f f the train to
residents w h o w ere a llo w ed o n e bag each.

2. M O V IES - K ids w ere gon e for the afternoon. A
Butterfinger bar, bought a the V ariety Store for 5
cents, w ould last through the cartoons, the n ew s,
tw o “shorts”, com in g attractions, and tw o m ovies. It
w as a great place to m eet girls.

11. D R . K E L L Y ’S BIG R E D H O U S E - T he 1938
hurricane b lew tw o chestnut trees on the house.
K ids w ou ld sit in front on the iron fen ce and the
p olicem an k now n as “ch ick en fo o t” w ou ld co m e by
and say, “D o n ’t be here w h en I co m e b ack.” K ids
alw ays left for fear o f the boot.

3. B A B Y B E A C H - On the Charles R iver, across
sfrom the Perkins S ch o o l, w as a sandy beach.
Overhanging trees provided the com p ost for a very
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started by the M ugars o f W atertow n. It fronted on
Mt. Auburn Street and backed on Spring Street
across from the parking lot.

12. W A T E R T O W N FREE PU B L IC L IB R A R Y “Just the old part” says our b oy from the thirties. H e
rem em bers the “original” Mr. M an n ix, the
custodian. H e w ou ld throw kids out but alw ays let
them com e back.

16. S A L T O N S T A L L P A R K - Our b oy p l a y e d ^
football here. W hen b ullied, he found refuge in the
library w here he read Captain E llsb erg ’s b ooks on
d ivin g for treasure.

13. H E R R IN G R U N - W here kids w ou ld catch fish
and hit each other w ith them .
14. B A T H IN G B E A C H - M ost o f the Charles
R iver w as 4 or 5 feet deep. There w ere a num ber o f
drow nings, how ever. In the area behind St.
Patrick’s auditorium older b oys w ou ld burn
Christm as trees w ith kerosene and run. Firem en had
to put the b laze out. T h ey w ou ld also sh oot craps
for m on ey behind St. Pats. “Sister sc h o o l” kids
w ould break into sch o o l to steal the tests w h ich they
flunked. T he sisters w ou ld “g iv e them the ruler”
and the brothers and priests w ere know n to hit them
w ith the cinctures worn around their w aists.

17. T H E W H IT N E Y E ST A T E - D ia g o n a lly across
from St. Patrick’s Church, w here red brick
apartments are. It w as called “T he E lm s” and had a
coach h ouse, tennis courts and a b ig fence. You
cou ld ju st about see the front o f the house.
18. W E S T JU N IO R HIGH S C H O O L - The
principal, Mr. W h eeler w ou ld g iv e the rattan. T he
math teacher, M rs. W ard, w ou ld k eep ties in her
drawer for the boys.
W e thank Mr. Lotz for
m em ories o f his childhood in
encourage our readers to write
m em ories o f their ow n to share w ith

these wonderful
W atertown and
in and recount
our mem bers.

SOCIETY ACQUIRES NEW
RECORDING SECRETARY
Every C ouncilor on the E xecu tive Board o f
the H istorical S ociety o f W atertown is a volunteer.
Due to her many other com m itm ents our previous
R ecording Secretary, B etty Creamer, recently
resigned her position. The C ouncil w as in desperate
need to replace her. The R ecording Secretary attends
all m eetings o f the C ouncil, takes notes about
subjects discussed and types up a report to distribute
at the next m eeting. T hese reports are kept in a
notebook and saved to preserve the history o f our
efforts and accom plishm ents. W e are in p ossession o f
all o f the m inutes o f the m eetings o f the Historical
S ociety from its beginning in 1888.
In our January 200 2 issue o f “T he Tow n
Crier” w e included an article asking m em bers to
considered taking on this position. Our President,
Sigrid Reddy W atson received a phone call
im m ediately from new m em ber J. T hom as Franklin
w ho offered to join the C ouncil as Recording
Secretary. T om attended our January m eeting and

15. STO P A N D SH O P - O ccupied the area in
w hich Store 24 n ow stands. T he Star Market w as
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w om en w ill be recognized for their contribution to
the enrichm ent o f the com m unity. T h ese w om en
volunteer m any hours o f their tim e to work
individually and w ith groups and organizations
dedicated to im proving the quality o f life in our
neighborhoods. H istorical S o ciety C ouncilors w h o
have been included in the exh ib it are Joyce K elly,
Lucia M astrangelo, Joyce M unger, M ary E llen
Murphy and Sigrid R eddy W atson.

•

began his new position by recording the m inutes o f
our m eeting that night.
W e are so grateful for his w illin gn ess to take
^ ^ n this responsibility and look forward to working
with him.

YEAR OF THE W OM AN

\

The Historical S ociety elected its first w om an
president, Sigrid Reddy W atson in M ay o f 2 0 0 1 . T his
is the first tim e that the S ociety has had a wom an
president since its beginning in 1888. B ecau se o f this
historic election, the S ociety is celebrating the “Year
o f the W om an” and recognizing w om en in local
history.
In Septem ber 2001 w e enjoyed a slide show
lecture on W atertow n’s world fam ous sculptor
Harriet H osm er given by Father Joseph Curran, an
expert on H osm er’s works and life. In N ovem ber,
Dennis A hem o f the Arlington H istorical S ociety
entertained us with a lecture on a B elm on t w om an
who survived the sinking o f the Titanic. In M arch w e
were treated to a slidesh ow lecture by author D ennis
_ R y a n on “B oston Irish W om en ” chronicling the
emigration o f young w om en from Ireland w h o cam e
to work in the B oston area.
Our next public m eeting w ill be presented by
Historical S ociety Council m em ber Julia D onahue,
who will offer a living history program as Deborah
Sampson, w h o served in the R evolutionary War
disguised as a man.
The program w ill take place on Friday, M ay
10,h in the B row sing R oom o f the W atertown Free
Public Library at 7:00 PM . Children are w elco m e and
encouraged to attend as this program is geared to
people and history fans o f all ages.

W ATERTOW N H ISTO RICAL
COM M ISSION SEEKS BOARD
M EM BER
T he W atertow n H istorical C om m issio n is
seeking a com m unity m em ber to fill a p osition on
their seven m em ber C ouncil. T he C om m issio n m eets
on the second Thursday o f the m onth in T ow n H all at
7:00 PM . The Board m em bers are advocates for
historical resources for the tow n and are votin g
m em bers
for W atertow n’s
D em o litio n
D elay
Ordinance.
T he H istorical C om m ission also adm inistrates
the W atertown H istoric Preservation A w ards, b eing
held this year on M ay 9 ,h at the C om m ander’s
M ansion on the Arsenal Property. T h ese awards are
given to individuals, organizations or projects
involved in H istorical Preservation in W atertown.
For more inform ation call Chair Person D avid
R usso at 6 1 7 -9 2 3 -7 5 3 7 .

“IM AGES OF AM ERICA W ATERTOW N”
T he H istorical S o ciety o f W atertow n has been
working w ith the Friends o f the W atertow n Free
Public Library to create an “Im ages o f A m erica W atertown” book! W e are sure you have seen these
pictorial history books published by Arcadia
Publishing. M any o f the surrounding com m u nities
have already released co p ies concerning their ow n
tow ns, such as B elm on t, W altham and BrightonAllston.
T he com m ittee w orking on this project w as
formed in M ay 2001 and con sists o f six individuals
interested in preserving the history o f W atertown: Pat

W ATERTOW N W OM EN OF
ACHIEVEM ENT
The W atertown Free Public Library has been
helping us celebrate our “Year o f the W om an ” by c o 
hosting all o f our programs this fiscal year and by
acknow ledging local w om en in history them selves.
From N ovem ber through April the Library is
presenting an exhibit on “W atertown W om en o f
Achievem ent.” Each month a different group o f local

5

\

A hem , Kathy Alpert, L eone C ole, Joyce K elly,
Beverly Shank and Sigrid R eddy W atson
The majority o f the pictures used are from the
Library’s ex ten siv e Photograph A rchive. Others have
been received from m em bers o f the com m unity.
M any hours w ere spent pouring over these im ages in
order to ch o o se the clearest and m ost significant
subjects.
Captions w ere written to accom pany the
photographs, explaining what each on e depicts. T hese
captions have been edited in order to fit the layout
and structure o f the book.
“Im ages o f A m erica - W atertow n” w ill be
available in the spring o f this year for $ 1 9 .9 9 plus tax.

several fundraisers to provide funds for th ese
sp ecific program s. If you have any ideas for raising
m on ey, k now anyone or any com p an y that w ould
donate $ 2 5 , $ 5 0 , or $ 1 0 0 tow ard the co st o f
m eetin g, or k n ow any speakers that w ill donate their
tim e, p lease let m e know .
If you have an hour to spare to buy
refreshm ents or bake for our p u b lic m eetin gs, m ail
or d eliver flyers, set up refreshm ents at the
m eetin gs, m ake baskets for raffles, help w ith
publicity, or have ideas for program s, contact m e
PL E A SE .
A nd rem em ber, tell your relatives and
friends to clean their clo sets and garages and send
m e their old "treasures" for the Yard Sale.

Please support the efforts of these two non-profit
organizations by reserving a copy now. Please call
Pat A h em o f the Friends o f the W atertown Free
Public Library at 6 1 7 -9 2 6 -6 8 3 9 or Joyce K elly o f the
H istorical S ociety o f W atertown at 6 1 7 -9 2 3 -9 3 1 8 .

TREATY DAY 2002
Plans are being made for our Treaty D ay 2002
event. Last year’s celebration took place in O ’C onnell
Field on M ount Auburn Street, in front o f the former
East Junior H igh S ch ool. T he ven u e w as a spacious
location, easy to get to and h igh ly visib le from the
street so w e have decided to have it there again this
year. Participants w ill begin setting up Friday night,
July 19,h and the festivities w ill take place all day
Saturday, July 2 0 ,h and Sunday, July 2 1 st with
C losing C erem onies Sunday afternoon.

FUNDRAISER - FOW LE
HOUSE YARD SALE
T he fo llo w in g article w as subm itted by
Mary E llen M urphy, Chair Person o f our Public
M eetings and Program s C om m ittee.
T he H istorical S o ciety w ill be h old in g a
Yard Sale on Saturday, M ay 4 from 10 am to 2pm
on the grounds o f the Edm und F o w le H ou se at 28
Marshall Street. T he proceeds w ill b en efit our
public m eetings and our educational program s in
the sch ools.
W hen you are d oin g your spring clean in g,
send us th ose item s you no longer w ant or use. Y ou
can drop o ff item s on the p receding W ednesday,
M ay 1st or Thursday, M ay 2 nd in the afternoon from
1 to 3pm or Friday even in g, M ay 3rd from 7 to
8pm. If this isn't con ven ien t, p lea se contact m e at
6 1 7 -9 2 6 -6 1 3 0 or irishm om m a4 @ v a h o o .c o m . I can
arrange a tim e for you to drop o f f item s. If you are
unable to get to the F o w le H ou se I w ill pick them
up with advance notice.
W ith the recent repairs to the F o w le H ouse,
w e have no m on ey to sponsor any n ew program s in
the sch o o ls. T he co st o f the p ublic m eetin gs is
increasing as speakers increase their fees anywhere from $ 1 5 0 to $ 2 5 0 . I w ou ld like to hold

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Sigrid Reddy Watson - President
Jack McCarthy - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Childs - Asst. Treasurer
J. Thomas Franklin - Recording Secretary
Lucia Mastrangelo - Corresponding Secretary
Lou Allegro - Councilor
James Bean - Councilor
Gurdon Buck - Councilor
Robert Childs - Councilor
Julia Donahue - Councilor
Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town Crier
E. Joyce M unger- Councilor
Mary Ellen Murphy - Councilor
Richard Najarian - Councilor
Karl H. Neugebauer - Councilor
Jack Piantedosi - Councilor
Sharon Risso - Councilor
Mai Whitney - Councilor
G. Jack Zollo - Councilor
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EM M A N E IB E R G TAYLO R REM EM BERS
W A T E R T O W N ’S JEW ISH COM M UNITY

cans, old clothes, bottles, rags - anything that people
wanted to dispose o f in those days, with the
exception, o f course, o f garbage, which went to a pig
farm. The discarded clothes could often be sold, and
the rags were useful in the paper-making business, for
paper with rag content was superior for stationery.
In the early part o f the 20th century, when
Watertown was still a country town, it was difficult
for Orthodox Jews to buy the kosher foods that they
needed for the observance o f dietary laws, and so
once a week som eone in the community would travel
to Boston to buy meat and groceries for several
fam ilies. Later on, Emma says, a butcher with a horse
and wagon would visit Watertown on Thursdays to
deliver kosher foods which the housewives could
then prepare in time for the start o f Sabbath
observance at sundown on Friday.
Attendance at synagogue was a problem for
the Neibergs, the Cohens, the Katzes, the Shicks, the
Perlmutters, and the half-dozen or so other Jewish
fam ilies, who, according to Emma, lived in
Watertown at that time. In the early years the
Neibergs held High Holy Day services in their own
home for the fam ilies in the Watertown Jewish
community. Later they met for services at the Strand,
the old m ovie theatre on Galen Street. The
Perlmutters ran a clothing store on Watertown Street
in Newton, and their son, Sam, who became a
physician, remembered attending Sabbath services

The follow ing article was written by
Historical Society President and former Watertown
TAB “Echoes” colum nist Sigrid Reddy Watson.
Emma Neiberg Taylor, who now lives at the
Marshall Home, is in her ninety-second year. She was
bom at 9 Mt. Auburn Street in 1910, and has lived in
Watertown all her life. To capture her memories was
not difficult, for her mind is clear on the events o f
what m ost o f us consider the remote past.
When Emma Neiberg’s parents moved to
Watertown in 1900, Watertown was still a country
town. Jacob, her father, had emigrated to Boston from
Russia, and it was in Boston that he met his w ife,
Rebecca N eedel, w hose fam ily had also com e from
Russia. A s a young woman R ebecca worked in a
factory that made m en’s hats, and according to her
daughter, had met her future husband only once
before they married, for the union had been arranged
by their fam ilies.
Jacob Neiberg and his friend, Benjamin Katz,
o f Myrtle Street, were both engaged in the junk
business. When one h alf o f a duplex house around the
comer on Arsenal Street became available, Jacob
m oved his fam ily into it, for on the property there
were two big bam s, which, as Emma says, were
convenient for sorting the junk that her father picked
^ u p in his forays around town, and had space for his
horse and cart. The junk consisted o f newspapers, tin
l
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Taylor Street. She said that families in those days
depended on each other for help in time of need.
When the people in the other half of the house wanted
to attract her family’s attention, or vice versa, they
would rap on the wall of a closet on one side that
could be heard on the other side. One day when
Emma came home from school she found her mother
lying on the kitchen floor, with blood all around her.
Frightened, she ran to get the next-door neighbor,
who, she said, was “a black woman, Mrs. Whitman,
who told me to go into the dining room and wait until
she called me; she said she would take care o f my
mother.” Mrs. Whitman helped her mother get up and
got her into bed. She cleaned up the blood, for
although Emma didn’t realize it at the time, her
mother had had a miscarriage. “She was a wonderful
woman, that Mrs. Whitman.”
Many Russian and German Jews spoke
Yiddish at home in those days, and so did the
Neibergs, which made the study o f Gentian easier for
their children in later years, although the
pronunciation was different. (Yiddish, a language
derived from German, with an admixture o f Hebrew
and Slavic languages, was often spoken among the
Jews of Eastern Europe. In America it had almost
died out until recently, when the discovery of o
treasure trove o f old books and newspapers sparked a ^
revival. The well-known writer Isaac Bashevis Singer
wrote in Yiddish.) Emma said that at home Yiddish
was spoken, but she learned English too, and of
course when she went to school the classes were
entirely in English.
When she was in her senior year at the High
School, Emma went across Mt. Auburn Street and
asked Stephen Mugar, who had his grocery and
butcher shop in the Star Market’s first location, if he
needed help with his accounts. Steve’s sister Helen,
she says, was in her class in the High School. “Come
to think of it, I believe Steve had an older sister; her
name was, I think, Mary,” she muses. This began a
business relationship that lasted ten years, from 1929
until Emma married in 1939. (It must be remembered
that in those days and until as recently as fifty years
ago, when a young woman married, it was customary
for her to quit her job and become a homemaker,
unless she worked in the family business to help her
husband.)
Emma Neiberg was Steve Mugar’s firs*
bookkeeper, and she worked in an office upstairs ovei^>
the shop, keeping the market’s accounts in a big

there. As time went on a number of families in
Newton and Watertown organized Congregation
Agudas Achim, an Orthodox synagogue on Adams
Street in Nonantum. Emma says that on every
Sabbath her father would put his yarmulke in his
pocket and walk over to Newton to attend services.
The synagogue on Adams Street is on the National
Register of Historic Places and was recently carefully
restored, for it is one of the earliest in the area. It is
still attended by Jews in Newton and Watertown.
The Shick family, who at that time ran the
Watertown Dairy Farm on Grove Street on property
they had purchased from the Simon Stone family,
lived on Arlington Street. As a temporary measure for it was essential for them to be able to walk to
temple on the Sabbath - they met, with their
neighbors, for services in the East End fire station.
Eventually they found a more permanent location in a
building at the corner of Lexington and Belmont
Streets. They founded a Jewish community center
which over the years evolved into the Beth-El
Temple on Concord Avenue in Belmont. Like the
early settlers of Watertown, who kept moving the
location of their meeting house as the population
expanded westward, the Jews of tum-of-the-century
Watertown relocated their place of worship as their
community grew. Orthodox Jews, required to get to
temple on foot, needed it to be within walking
distance.
The Shicks had one daughter, Bessie, who
became Emma Neiberg’s best friend, although Bessie
was two years older. Other members of the Jewish
community were the Rosoffs, who lived on Arlington
Street at the corner of Belmont Street. The Rosoffs
founded the R osoffs Pickle Company on Bigelow
Avenue in the East End.
Emma says that she attended practically all
the schools then in Watertown, many o f which no
longer stand. She said she went to the Frances
School,, the Grant School, the Phillips, and the Parker
School on Watertown Street on the South Side. To
visit her friend Bessie Shick, Emma took the trolley
up Arsenal Street to Grove Street; the two girls would
then meet on Arlington Street, near the old cemetery,
to go to the movies at the Coolidge Theatre in East
Watertown. Afterwards, Emma would take the fivecent car ride home.
Emma was the third child in her family, and
was, she says, three years old when the family moved
to the duplex house on Arsenal Street near the end of
9

ahead an marry that girl in Watertown if you like, but
remember, I’m you mother and you have to take care
o f me.” So according to Emma, half o f Hymie’s
paycheck went to his mother every week until she
died.
When I asked if Hym ie’s mother had worked
to rear her three children on her own after her
husband died (when Hymie was only seven years
old), she sniffed, “A s far as I know, that woman
never did a lick o f work in her life, nor did her
daughter, who lived with her, either.” Emma admits
that she didn’t get on very w ell with her mother-inlaw. When they married, she and Hymie rented an
apartment in a house at the top o f Palfrey Hill.
Emma’s parents rented half o f a two-fam ily house at
the bottom end o f Palfrey Street, and Jacob, her
father, operated a cleaning business on Spring Street
nearby for many years. When the son o f the woman
who lived in the other apartment ran his bicycle pellm ell down the hill and into Spring Street, where he
was killed by a passing car, the mother couldn’t face
staying in the house, and so Emma and Hymie moved
into the vacated apartment. “The traffic on Spring
Street was terrible in those days,” said Emma. “But
w e liked living there, and w e got along fine with my
mother and father.”
How did Hymie get the name Taylor? I asked,
for it didn’t seem to be the surname o f a Russian Jew.
Oh, said Emma, the fam ily name was actually
Liederman. When the fam ily came to Ellis Island,
like many immigrants speaking no English, one
branch retained the name, w hile the other, when
asked their occupation and replying that they were
tailors, was given the name “Taylor.” One o f the
Liedermans went to San Francisco, survived the
earthquake o f 1906 and became a Cantor,
appropriately because the name actually means
“singer” in German. Hym ies’s uncle, for whom he
worked, never resigned him self to Hym ies’s father’s
having changed his name from Liederman, according
to Emma. But o f course in those days it was quite
common for immigrants to undergo name changes in
order to sound more “American” (i.e. “Anglo”),
either by their own choice or by following an
immigration officer’s suggestion.
Emma and Hymie had two children, Marilyn
and Alan, who both went to college, Marilyn to
Barnard, and Alan to Northeastern. Marilyn married
Sheldon Binder, who is a surgeon, and they live in
Belmont. Their daughter went to Connecticut College

ledger. According to Emma, Steve Mugar liked to
keep busy downstairs doing his meat-cutting, for he
had taken over the business when his father died. His
motto was “Take care o f the customer, and the
customer w ill take care o f you,” and he became
famous for em phasizing customer service. Steve,
however, didn’t have the tim e or the inclination to
keep accounts, so he would call up the stairs to Emma
when he made a sale, or give her slips o f paper on
which he had noted a transaction. She said she used
to work as much as fourteen hours a day when she
worked as Steve Mugar’s first accountant at the Star
Market.
One day Steve Mugar suggested to Emma
that she ask one o f her teachers if she’d like to bring a
High School class to visit the Star Market, where
Steve would show the class how meat-cutting was
done. Emma’s home econom ics teacher was Marian
Graves, who liked the suggestion, and so it was
arranged that the class would com e to the market
from school at 1:30 in the afternoon on a school day.
Emma’s teacher and her classm ates enjoyed the visit
to the Star Market, and Steve bought ice cream cones
for all the children at W hitney’s candy store around
the comer. In fact, things went so w ell, and Steve
Mugar liked their teacher so w ell, that he invited her
to go out with him. According to Emma, he took
M iss Graves to dinner and to the Colonial Theatre to
see a show, and eight months later they were married.
“And so,” says Emma, “I w as the one who actually
introduced Steve Mugar to his future w ife.”
Emma had her own romance when she met
her future husband, Hyman Taylor, through her friend
B essie Shick. B essie had a date with a young man.
Her date had a car — unusual in those days - and
suggested that he bring a friend, and that Bessie bring
one, too, B essie asked Emma i f she’d like to make a
fourth. To Emma the blind date sounded romantic,
and so it turned out to be. “What did you do on this
date?” I asked. “Oh,” said Emma, “W e went to the
m ovies in Harvard Square.” Hym ie, as the young
man was called, had gone to Boston University and
the Bentley School o f Accounting, which was for
many years on Newbury Street in Boston, and was
now em ployed by his uncle in the retail leather
business.
Emma and Hymie hit it o ff right away, but
when Hymie told his mother, a w idow who lived in
Dorchester, that he’d fallen in love with a girl who
lived in Watertown, she said, “A ll right, you can go
3

Our annual meeting in May was presented by
Historical Society Councilor and member of Boston's
Freedom Trail Players Julia Donahue. Ms. Donahue
offered a living history program as Deborah Samson,
who served in the Revolutionary War disguised as a
man named Robert Shirtliffe.

and then on to become a veterinarian, and their son to
Clark University where he took a degree in
meteorology. Emma's daughter Marilyn comes to the
Marshall Home to see her mother almost every day
except Thursday, when shoe goes to do the grocery
shopping, just as was her mother’s and grandmother’s
custom in the old days in Watertown Square.

SOCIETY’S FINAL FISCAL
PROGRAM CELBRATING
THE YEAR OF THE WOMAN
AND THE ELECTION OF
OFFICERS
This past year the Historical Society has been
celebrating the “Year of the Woman” in honor of
electing its first woman president, Sigrid Reddy
Watson, in May of 2001. These programs have
recognized women in local history.
The first 3 meetings featured a slide show
lecture on Watertown’s world famous sculptor
Harriet Hosmer, a lecture on a Belmont woman who
survived the sinking of the Titanic, and a slideshow
lecture on “Boston Irish Women” chronicling the
emigration of young women from Ireland who came
to work in the Boston area.

Julia Donahue as Deborah Samson
Julia spoke about the stamina needed w h ile ^
marching to the battlefield and the equipment each
soldier had to carry. She brought a replica of a
musket ball, a canteen and a powder horn used to
load a musket (which she didn’t bring because the
library is not a place for a gun.) These items were
passed around the audience for examination.

A member o f the audience demonstrates how to hold
the guidon, the flag o f the regiment.

Leah Beland took a turn carrying the guidon.
4
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The opening and closing statements were
made by Beverly Shank, Supervisor o f Adult
Services at the library at 123 Main Street. The
follow ing remarks were made by Ms. Shank:
“Who are the W omen o f Achievement?
They are the volunteers and leaders who have
improved the quality o f life in Watertown. They are
the women who have offered time and energy to
organizations; taught religious education in the
churches; worked to promote health, human rights or
the w ell being o f society; preserved the history and
environment o f the Watertown community; or
supported people with special challenges.
Are they homemakers? Yes they are. Are they
entrepreneurs? Y es they are. Are they artists? Yes
they are. Are they politicians? Yes they are. Are they
in the workforce? Y es they are. They are busy people
who know that helping a group or an individual helps
society as a whole. They make things happen,
whether behind the scenes or on center stage. They
get the job done. They help make Watertown a safer,
more beautiful, better place to live.
How were these women selected?
This is Watertown’s “Year o f the Woman”.
The Library has had a year long schedule o f displays
and programs featuring historical and contemporary
women.
The Library’s Adult Services Department comprised o f Alberta Donlan, Fred Grandinetti,
Donna Ravn and Kay W estcott - planned the year’s
events. Last fall they wrote to civic groups, agencies,
clubs, churches and town departments requesting
nominations - women whose volunteer work has
made a difference in Watertown. The 73 women
nominated run the gamut from an accomplished high
school senior to three ladies in their nineties whose 40
to 50 years o f volunteer work is impressive indeed.”
We thank these women for their untiring
efforts and determined nature in making Watertown a
better community.

This program was geared to children but
thoroughly enjoyed by adults as w ell.
Ms. Donahue has presented this program to
several o f the grammar school classes in Watertown
in the past couple o f years. The Watertown school
system received a grant for Julia to do a total o f 8
performances o f this program at the C uniff and
Lowell schools in June. These programs were
partially funded by the Historical Society o f
Watertown.
The Society also conducted their election o f
officers for the upcom ing fiscal year. Karl Huntington
Neugebauer has been elected as V ice President and
Leslie W hitney has been elected to the position o f
Corresponding Secretary.
For a listing o f all Board members o f the
Historical Society o f W atertown, please refer to the
last page o f this newsletter.

W ATERTOW N W OM EN OF
ACHIEVEM ENT
The W atertown Free Public Library has been
helping us celebrate our “Year o f the Woman” by co
sponsoring all o f our programs this fiscal year and by
acknowledging local wom en in history them selves.
From Novem ber through April the Library
presented an exhibit on “Watertown W omen o f
Achievem ent.” Each month a different group o f local
wom en were recognized for their contribution to the
enrichment o f the community. These women
volunteer many hours o f their tim e to work
individually and with groups and organizations
dedicated to improving the quality o f life in our
neighborhoods. Historical Society Councilors who
were included in the exhibit are Joyce K elly, Lucia
Mastrangelo, Joyce Munger, Mary Ellen Murphy and
Sigrid Reddy Watson.
On April 18th, a reception was held at the
Commander’s M ansion on the former Arsenal
property to honor the 73 Watertown W omen o f
Achievem ent. Guests enjoyed hors d’oeuvres in the
dining room where the library’s exhibit o f photos o f
these wom en and essays about their achievements
were on display. The guest speaker was Lisa Hughes,
W BZ-TV4 news anchor, who stressed the importance
o f volunteer work in the community.

W ATERTOW N HISTORICAL
COM M ISSION GAINS NEW
BOARD M EM BER
In our April 2002 newsletter we reported that
the Watertown Historical Commission was seeking a
community member to fill a position on their seven
5

order to choose the clearest and most significant
subjects.
Captions were written to accompany the
photographs, explaining what each one depicts. These
captions were edited in order to fit the layout and
structure o f the book.

member Council. The Board members are advocates
for historical resources for the town and are voting
members for Watertown’s Demolition Delay
Ordinance.
The position was filled by Marilynne Roach
who has been a member of the Historical Society for
several years and is extremely knowledgeable in the
history of Watertown. We congratulate Ms. Roach on
her new position and wish her good luck and many
years with the Commission.
The Historical Commission also administrates
the Watertown Historic Preservation Awards, which
were held this year on May 9th at the Commander’s
Mansion on the Arsenal Property. These awards are
given to individuals, organizations or projects
involved in Historical Preservation in Watertown.
This year the Watertown Free Public Library
was recognized for its ‘'Watertown Women of
Achievement” exhibit and received the Historic
Resource Preservation Award for its “exhibit on the
continuing role of women in Watertown history and
its placement of historic photographs and maps on its
website.”
The address for the library's website is

Historical Society Council members Jim Bean and
Jack Zollo enjoying a copy o f “Images o f America Watertown " at the Society’s May meeting.
“Images o f America - Watertown'’ is now
available for purchase at the Main Watertown Free
Public Library and at Historical Society events for
$19.99 plus tax. P lease su p p o r t th e effo rts o f these

w w w .w a te r to w n Iib .o r g .

tw o n o n -p ro fit o rg a n iza tio n s by p u r ch a sin g a copy
n ow .

“IMAGES OF AMERICA WATERTOWN”

SCARECROW CONTEST

Since May 2001, the Historical Society of
Watertown worked with the Friends of the
Watertown Free Public Library to create an “Images
of America - Watertown” book! We are sure you
have seen these pictorial history books published by
Arcadia Publishing. Many o f the surrounding
communities have already released copies concerning
their own towns, such as Belmont, Waltham and
Brighton-Allston.
The committee who worked on this project
consisted of six individuals interested in preserving
the history o f Watertown: Pat Ahern, Kathy Alpert,
Leone Cole, Joyce Kelly, Beverly Shank and Sigrid
Reddy Watson.
The majority of the pictures used were from
the Library’s extensive Photograph Archive. Others
were received from members of the community.
Many hours were spent poring over these images in

In the fall, the Watertown Mall Association
conducts a Scarecrow Contest. The Historical Society
would like to submit an entry this year. If you have
any ideas please call Mary Ellen at 617-926-6130.
We have several volunteers on board to help make
your design a reality.
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The Society extends appreciation to all who
helped out at the yard sale, including the strong backs
of Dennis Wade, Kyle Wade and Charlie Kessenich.

FOWLE HOUSE YARD SALE
The Historical Society held a Yard Sale on
Saturday, May 4th from 10 am to 2pm on the
grounds o f the Edmund Fowle House at 28 Marshall
Street. Donations of a variety o f items were
received from many members o f the community to
sell to the public, including children’s toys, dishes,
books, pictures and curios. Proceeds received that
day, totaling approximately $425. will benefit our
public meetings and our educational programs in
the schools.

CORRECTION
In our April 2002 newsletter we reported that
funds for the repair to the Fowle House chimney
came out of the general fund. They actually came out
of the Miles P. Robinson House Fund.

TREATY DAY 2002
Plans are being made for our Treaty Day 2002
event. Last year’s celebration took place in O’Connell
Field on Mount Auburn Street, in front of the former
East Junior High School. The venue was a spacious
location, easy to get to and highly visible from the
street so we have decided to have it there again this
year. Festivities will take place Saturday, July 20th
and Sunday, July 21st from 11:00 AM until 4:00 PM
with Closing Ceremonies scheduled for 3:00 Sunday
afternoon.

Lucia Mastrangelo and Mary Ellen Murphy,
organizers o f the event. at the Fowle House yard sale

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE
On May 27th, Watertown celebrated
Memorial Day with a parade down Mt. Auburn Street
and a ceremony in Saltonstall Park.
The Historical Society of Watertown was
proud to be included in the procession. Our float was
designed and assembled by Historical Society
Councilors Bob and Audrey Childs. The flatbed truck
displaying our project was donated by Sterritt
Lumber and driven by Brian Barrett, an employee of
Sterritt Lumber. Flowers were donated by
Rememberances Floral Design and A. Russo & Sons,
Inc. The Society wishes to thank these local
businesses for their contribution to our efforts to
remember our war heroes.
This year’s float recognized our veterans and
included members of the community dressed in
uniforms past wars and conflicts.
The afternoon began with a volley of musket
fire by Watertown’s Provincial Guard, led by Captain

Kyle Wade, Dennis Wade and Charlie Kessenich
surround “Johnny Redcoat”, our mannequin
displaying our 10th Regiment o f Foot uniform
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Jack Piantedosi, at the gravesite of Joseph Coolidge
in the Arlington Street Burial Ground. Coolidge was
the only citizen of Watertown killed during the Battle
of Lexington and Concord.

uniform from the Viet Nam conflict and Charlie
Kessenich wore a uniform from the Gulf War.

A volley o f musket fire by Watertown’s Provincial
Guard at the grave o f Joseph Coolidge

Gurdon Buck, Audrey Jones Childs, Dennis Wade
and Charlie Kessenich

On the float, Audrey Childs represented
women o f the Revolutionary War who fought
disguised as men or helped out our war efforts by
assisting behind the lines. The wives of many of the
men serving in the army followed the camps and
helped out in many ways. Individuals were needed
to carry water to cool the hot guns and quench the
thirst of the men fighting on the battlefields. These
women were often referred to as “Molly Pitcher.”
Gurdon Buck, Historical Society Councilor,
wore his own uniform from the Army Air Corp.
which preceded the present day Air Force.

The Historical Society of Watertown
SALUTES OUR VETERANS !!

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Sigrid Reddy Watson - President
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Childs - Asst. Treasurer
J. Thomas Franklin - Recording Secretary
Leslie Whitney - Corresponding Secretary
Councilors:
Lou Allegro
James Bean
Gurdon Buck
Robert Childs
Betty Creamer
Lucia Mastrangelo
Julia Donahue - Curator
Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town Crier
Jack McCarthy........... E. Joyce Munger

Don Buck and Audrey Jones Childs

Maty Ellen Murphy.......Richard Najarian
Jack Piantedosi....................Sharon Risso
Mai Whitney...................... G. Jack Zollo

Other uniforms were donated by veterans of
the Watertown community. Dennis Wade wore a
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TREATY DAY 2002
The Historical Society o f W atertown's 7th
Annual Treaty Day Celebration took place the
weekend o f July 20lh and 21st. Participants from the
Native American and Colonial groups starting
arriving Friday night to set up O'Connell Field and
pitch their tents for the 2-day event. Although we
didn't see the sun until about 3:00 on Saturday it
was by far more comfortable than the heat of
Sunday. Despite the hot sunshine, we had a great
turnout for both days. As we discovered last year,
O'Connell Field, the former East Junior High
School on Mount Auburn Street, proved to be the
ideal location due to its large space and access for
the public.

Camp opened each day at approximately
10:30 AM with the raising of the flag by
Watertown's own Provincial Guard and a musket
and cannon salute.
Colonial demonstrations throughout the
weekend included a surgeon whose graphic stories
about treatment of disease and wounds produced
noticeable winces from the public, and an herbalist
with a large amount o f samples and an account of
what each was used for. Historical Society Asst.
Treasurer and Councilor Audrey Jones Childs
instructed visitors on the art o f spinning and carding
o f textile materials such as wool, llax and linen.
Audrey is also an artist and demonstrated her
painting talent, including the art o f making 18Ih
century paint and brushes.

Lieutenant Bob Childs o f Watertown's Provincial
Guard and a Grenadier from a British Regiment.

Audrey Jones Childs tutors a guest who seems very
adept at carding wool.

Toss were enjoyed by many parents and children. A
sack race was held on Saturday afternoon. Historical
Society President Sigrid Reddy Watson conducted
the story-telling which included “The Ride of Paul
Revere” and “Sam the Minuteman.” Storytelling was
also done during the afternoon by one of our Native
American guests.

Historical Society Vice President Karl H.
Neugebauer and Curator Julia Donahue tutored
many guests in the skill of candlemaking.
The Native American Sacred Circle
ceremony began each day at noon when the public
was entertained with ceremonial dances and songs.
The meaning of many of the traditional dances and
songs were explained before commencement. The
Native American participants had many of their
beautiful crafts on display and for sale and answered
questions about their meaning and each tribe’s unique
cultural traditions.

Historical Society President Sigrid Reddy Watson in
the Storytelling Circle. Our Native American
Storyteller sits in the bottom left corner.
A Native American tent had a table set up for
face painting. The big hit of the Children’s Tent was
the Flag Paper-Quilt Coloring. Examples of twc
American flags and two Native American flags w e re ^
hung up in the tent. Children were provided with
coloring-book type copies and crayons to color the
images. The Historical Society affixed these flag
images to a posterboard that was displayed at the
Main Library and then the Watertown Savings Bank
on Main Street during the month of September.

The Sacred Circle Dance began with Onwe Tasi and
George Thomas joined by two Native American
ladies

The children’s Sack Race
A new addition to our event this year was the
Children's Activities Tent. Colonial games including
Ball and Cup, Draughts Checkers and Graces Hoop

Treaty Day Flag Art done by the children
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The Historical Society had a table at the
event and gave out transcribed copies o f the Treaty
of Watertown and provided information to the
public about the Edmund Fowle House at 28
Marshall
Street,
which
is
the
Society’s
headquarters. The Edmund Fowle house was built c.
1742 and was the meeting place for the Provincial
Congress in 1775-1776. The Society is pursuing
grants to restore the house as a museum.
This year also saw the addition of a vendor
selling hotdogs, hamburgers and beverages which
pleased many of the hungry spectators.
Closing Ceremonies were conducted by Jack
Piantedosi, Captain of W atertown’s Provincial
Guard and organizer of the event for the last two
years. The Closing Ceremony began at 3:00 Sunday
afternoon with the Native American Eagle Dance
being performed to the delight of the crowd.
MikMaq Grand Captain Frank Nevin came down
from Nova Scotia again this year and spoke about
the importance o f the signing of this treaty and the
connection it produced between the Native
American people and United States. He also treated
the crowd to his lovely rendition of “The Eagle
Song.”

Dr. John Warner, the Archivist for the
Commonwealth from the Massachusetts Archives,
has brought the Treaty to our celebration. Dr.
Warner could not make it this year. He sent a
representative, Bill Millhomme, who brought the
Treaty and spoke about Will Basque and a
contingent o f MicMacs that served in the Viet Nam
War who came to the State House in 1986 looking
for information about the Treaty. The late Will
Basque was the catalyst in bringing this treaty to
light in Massachusetts and starting the Historical
Society’s yearly celebration o f Treaty Day. This
story was a very interesting and a significant
addition to the uncovering o f this historic event.

A Native American participant in the Closing
Ceremony Dance Circle

MikMaq Grand Captain Frank Nevin
Provincial Guard Captain Jack Piantedosi

and

Town Councilor at Large and Governor’s
Council Member Marilyn Pettito Devaney gave a
clear and poignant reading o f the Treaty as she has
done for most of our Treaty Day celebrations
In 1998, the Historical Society had the
Treaty restored. It resides in the Massachusetts State
Archives on Dorchester Bay. Every year since then,

Last year, Dr. Warner won the Watertown
Historic Commission’s Historic Preservation Award
for “Preservation o f Historic Resources.” This
award was for “efforts in preserving a Watertown
historical resource, The Watertown Treaty, and
making this treasured document available for
viewing to the entire community at our annual
Treaty Day celebration.” Dr. Warner was not able to
attend the Awards Ceremony last year. At Treaty
Day this year, Jack presented it to Bill Millhomme
on his behalf.
Last year artist Joe Veno produced a
stunning painting depicting the signing of the Treaty
in the Provincial Council Chamber. The painting

V

bigger and better. The Society wishes to thank Jack
Piantedosi and all o f the Colonial and Native
American participants for all o f the planning, ideas
and hard work of setting up and breaking down the
field. Thanks to all who helped make this year's
Treaty Day event such a success.

illustrates James Bowdoin Esq and the MikMaq
Grand Captain sitting at a table getting ready to sign
the Treaty, with a group o f Colonials standing
behind Bowdoin and a group of Native Americans
standing behind the Grand Captain.
This year, local artist Henry Zunino,
sculpted a magnificent terra-cotta bas-relief of the
signing of the Treaty, based on the painting done
last year by Joe Veno. This labor-intensive
sculpture was presented to Town Council President
Clyde Younger at a Town Council meeting in April
2002. A copy of this bas-relief was presented to
Historical Society President Sigrid Reddy Watson
and is now in the Fowle House. He also designed
several large pendants depicting a smaller version
o f the Honorable James Boudoin and the MicMac
Grand Captain at the table getting ready to sign the
document. Copies of this pendant were presented by
Provincial Guard Captain Jack Piantedosi to several
o f the distinguished guests including MikMaq
Grand Captain Frank Nevin, former Untied Native
American Cultural Center (UNACC) Vice President
Barbara Casey, Watertown resident and MikMaq
Betty Penticton, Provincial Guard Lieutenant Bob
Childs and Town Councilor Marilyn Pettito
Devaney.

Artist Henry Zunino and Captain Jack Piantedosi
A special THANKS goes out to one of our
Treaty Day guests and new Historical Society'—*
member Mena Topjian for her generous donation to
the Historical Society, the Provincial Guard and the
Watertown Library Building Fund.

Henry Zunino \s beautiful bus relief o f the signing o f
the Treaty o f Watertown
Months of planning and preparation go into
organizing this event that we have been hosting for
the past seven years and each year it has gotten
4

WATERTOWN SIGNS
GET SPRUCED UP
During a Public Forum segment of a recent
Watertown Town Council meeting. Historical Society
Vice President Karl H. Neugebauer brought the rusty
condition of our Watertown Tercentenary signs to the
attention of the Town Council members and Town
Manager, Mike Driscoll. These 2 identical signs are
located on Main Street, about 100 yards after the
“Entering Watertown" sign, and in Watertown
Square by the bus depot before crossing the Galen
Street Bridge.
After being informed by the Council that
there were no plans to refurbish these signs in the
near future, Mr. Neugebauer, former President o f the
Watertown Art Association, offered his time and
supplies to do the job himself.
These signs weigh approximately 150 pounds
and consist of two forged pieces of metal welded
together, with the front a duplicate of the back.

WATERTOWN
SETTLED BY PURITANS \H
UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF SIR
RICHARD SALTQN STALL t m
THE
|R£Y„ GEORQE PHILLIPS WHO STOOD
FIRMLY FOR RELIGIOUS TOLERATION
I AAID THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO
A REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT.
-‘ .-.-• -■ A —..

The refurbished Tercentenary sign on Main Street
Under the direction o f the Department of
Public Works Commissioner, Gerald Mee, DPW
workers took down the signs, scraped off the rust, and
primed both sides in a neutral color.
Karl then took the signs home and worked on
them in his art studio in his spare time. He restored

the silver background and highlighted the letters and
border in black. He then touched up the dates and
state seal at the top in sky blue and gold leaf.
The DPW has returned the restored signs to
their original locations.
On behalf of the Historical Society and the
Town Council, I want to thank Karl for the time and
effort he spent in preserving these historical markers.

NEW MEMBERS
The past year has brought many new
members to the Historical Society, bringing our total
membership to 169. Several members came on board
due to our Annual Appeal letter that went out in
November of 2001.
Doris Anderson
Adam N. Berman
Jeffrey W. Brown
Paul Bushey
Owen Carlson
Marie Clory
G. E. Dacey
Emily Delgamo
Marie T. Doherty
Martin & Helen Finn
Pat & Lois Flinn
M. J. Furigay
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Gemmato & Family
Mr. & Mrs. John Gilbert
Patricia Gold
Ann M. Goulet
Domenic P. Grandinetti
Henrietta L. Guzzi
Nancy Hammett
Deb & Jim Kaup
David LaRocca
Sarah B. McBride
Paul C. Menton
Christopher Millerick
Charlotte D. Murray
Jalil & Veronca Nassirzadeh
Philip Pane
Betty Pentleton
Nancy Prescott
Wilga M. Rivers

Native Americans from Canada and Maine. There are
about tw elve active members at this time. Although
not all tw elve are able to show up for every event,
more than half is always present.
These men and wom en wear the appropriate^
attire which emphasize authenticity by being made o f
cotton, w ool, silk or linen and leather, and they carry
muskets like those o f the 18th century.
Jack also wants to form a fife and drum corps
to accompany the regiment during parades in order to
recreate the atmosphere o f revolutionary times.
The group holds its m eetings at the Edmund
Fowle House on Marshall Street. Men and women o f
all ages are w elcom e to join. If you are interested in
joining this group, you can call Jack at 926-1148 or email him at flotechcid@ dattron.com.

Barbara Ruskin
Ann & Bob Selman
Barbara T. Sheehan
David & Janet Spiller
Fredrica & Arthur Steinberg
Zeph & Diana Stewart
Louise Sweeney
George Tarvezian II
Mena Topjian
Louis Tsien
Theodore J. Vlachos
Theodore Wayne
Leslie W hitney
We want to welcom e all o f our new members
and thank them for their support o f the Historical
Society. W e hope they enjoy many fulfilling years
with us.

CLEANING UP THE FOW LE
HOUSE

PROVINCIAL GUARD
LOOKING FO R NEW
RECRUITS

You may have noticed som e activity over the
last few months at the Edmund Fowle House at 28
Marshall Street, the Historical Society’s headquarters.
We are determinedly pursuing grants for the repair
and restoration o f our 18th century house. We are
preparing for this by cleaning out the interior o f old'
items such as nonfunctioning kitchen appliances,
Plexiglas window coverings, doors and furniture, old
papers (not historical, w e are the Historical Society!)
and other “junk.” This is being done so that we w ill
be ready to m ove ahead when we receive funding for
the work w e are planning. Many thanks to all o f the
Council Members who have contributed their time
and effort to this clean-up.

Many towns - Concord, Lexington and
Acton, for example - celebrate Patriot’s Day and
other historical holidays with reenactments in which
companies o f m ilitia participate. Until 1998,
Watertown did not have one.
Major Jack Piantedosi, who was promoted
from his position as Captain o f Watertown’s
Provincial Guard by the Town Council on October 8th
o f this year, became interested in forming this group
when he realized the important part Watertown
played in 1775 - 1776 when the Provincial Congress
met in the Fifth M eeting House at the comer o f
Mount Auburn and Common Streets, and the Council
met at the Edmund Fow le House. He felt that an
active and visible presence would remind the public
o f Watertown’s historic importance.
Each year, Major Piantedosi establishes an
itinerary for the participation o f the Provincial Guard,
including such events as the Patriot’s Day
commemorations at Meriam’s Comer in Concord, the
Jason Russell House in Arlington, and the Lexington
Parade. The Guard also marches in the Watertown
Memorial Day Parade and is co-host with the
Historical Society during the annual celebration o f
Treaty Day celebrating the signing o f the Watertown
Treaty with the MikMaq and St. John’s tribe o f

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Sigrid Reddy Watson - President
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Childs - Asst Treasurer
J. Thomas Franklin - Recording Secretary
Leslie Whitney - Corresponding Secretary
Councilors:
Lou Allegro
James Bean
Gurdon Buck
Robert Childs
Lucia Mastrangelo
E. Joyce Munger
Julia Donahue - Curator
Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town Crier
Mary Ellen Murphy
Richard Najarian
Jack Piantedosi
Sharon Risso
Mai Whitney
G. Jack Zollo
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REV. CONVERS FRANCIS, D.D., 1795 -1 8 6 3 ,
AN ESSAY FROM 1909
Rev. Francis’ house is still standing at 6
Riverside Street and is now occupied by the
MacDonald, Rockwell, MacDonald Funeral Service.

In our February 1999 edition o f The Town
Crier, w e wrote about the forming o f the Historical
Society o f Watertown back in 1888.
Candidates for membership into the Society
were required to “present a paper, or to make some
other such contribution as w ill advance its objects.”
The presented essays were printed in the local
newspaper and have been saved by the Historical
Society in a scrapbook.
W e stated in that newsletter that w e would
print one o f the essays from tim e to time. Following
is a portion o f an essay about Reverend Convers
Francis, minister o f the First Parish in Watertown,
given by Ruth A. Bradford, read at the March 13,
1909 m eeting at her house at 45 Summer Street.
Dr. Francis gave a lecture on the history o f
the town during the celebration o f Watertown’s 200th
birthday in 1830. This oration was expanded and
printed as A Historical Sketch o f Watertown and also
details the history o f the First Parish Church.
His sister was Lydia Maria Francis Child,
called Maria, who becam e a celebrated writer o f
books and m agazine articles, was passionately active
in the abolitionist m ovement, and was an advocate o f
women’s rights. She was the author o f the popular
verse “Over the River and Through the W ood”, a
standard Thanksgiving poem . She married David
Child, nephew o f Tyler B igelow , whose federal style
house at 77 Riverside Street is privately owned and
has recently been renovated. It was also one o f the
houses featured on the Library Fundraising
Committee’s Watertown House Tour last October.

To but few o f the present generation is known
the history o f Dr. Francis’ boyhood and youth, and
only a general knowledge o f his life and work in
Watertown and Cambridge; therefore this account
gathered from somewhat scanty materials will be the
object o f my paper.
I recall him as he looked on his visits to my
house in his walks from Cambridge, to show his
interest in his successor’s work in his old parish. He
had a rather short stocky figure, with kindly beaming
countenance. Hair for his years quite abundant, and
slightly gray. He usually walked with an umbrella
used as a cane. It was not a natty strapped affair, but
somewhat baggy, and green. These minor matters
though were o f small moment; it was the man who
interested. The portrait o f him hanging in the parish
house o f the Unitarian church is an excellent likeness;
the expression is remarkably correct.
He was bom in W est Cambridge, November
9, 1795, the fifth child o f six. His father, Convers
Francis, was a baker, having served an apprenticeship
with Mr. Ebenezer Hall o f Medford. After a time he
built a new bakery and soon acquired a reputation for
making the best crackers o f any one. Medford butter
crackers became famous. He was highly respected in
the town, being elected to important offices and also
to church offices. Convers at an early age went to
school to Ma’am Betty, who taught in a small, low
1

When these books became too tedious to the A
boy he would turn over a dozen pages at once; then
his uncle would say, “Haven’t you m issed som e o f it?
There don’t seem to be any connection.” so it all had
\
to be read over.
^
Between his sister Maria and him self there
was great sympathy. She loved books and study
equally with him, but had less opportunity even than
he had for indulging it. This loving companionship
continued through their lives.
His father would say, “go and sit down in that
chair and keep still” over the edge o f the fam ily Bible
he was reading. The boy would soon steal away to the
garret and read something that had interest for him. In
his diary we read these words, “Many were the
reveries, sweet thoughts, and devout impressions I
had driving the cow s to and from the pasture morning
and evening; this was somewhat more than a mile,
going up the Andover Turnpike among the woods,
and sometimes down Shipyard Lane.” The love he
had for his mother was a blessed power for good to
him; it wound into and around his heart and her
teaching and love influenced him through life.
One day when he was fifteen his father said to
him, “Convers, what do you want to do, learn a trade
or go to college?” He decided on the spot for college^
so the next Monday he went to Dr. Hosmer’sW '
Academy. In the winter evenings he shut him self up
alone in the bake house, because it was warm and still
there, and making a study-table o f a flour-barrel, in
the words o f Mr. W eiss he kneaded his bread for
college.
From his first lesson in the Latin Grammar to
the day o f entering college in 1811, there was only
one year. He was not quite 16 when he entered
college, which was then under the Presidency o f Dr.
Kirkland. His class-m ates were: Palfrey, Sparks,
Underwood, Briggs and Theophilus Parsons.
During the winter months he occasionally
kept school as was the custom. He graduated with
honors in 1815, being secretary and orator o f his
class.
As he had chosen the ministry for his
profession, he remained in Cambridge. At this time
there was no distinct school for the study o f Divinity,
so the Professors instructed those young men who
wished to take that course.
In 1816 the society for the promotion o f
Theological Education raised the sum o f $30,000, th t^ J
income o f which was given for the support o f these

room, which contained her bed, stove and all her
worldly goods. She was a very shy woman and the
never forgotten calamity o f her life was, that Dr.
Brooks saw her drinking water form the nose o f her
tea-kettle.
She chewed a good deal o f tobacco, and her
room was never tidy; she liked story-books and
theological publications, so on long winter evenings
Convers would read to her, fill her water-pail, cut her
wood, and run her errands.
The neighbors used to vex Convers, telling
him Ma’am Betty said she was dreadful fond o f
Convers and cheese. Years after when Dr. Francis
preached his first sermon in Medford this old lady
who was too feeble to go to meetings inquired what
hymns he read. When one was mentioned she said,
“Ah! I taught Convers that hymn when he went to
school.”
After this he went to the district school.
Among the teachers whom he remembered with the
greatest regard was Dr. Swan. O f him he says; “he
kindled by mind with love o f learning.” In whatever
required memory Convers held superiority over the
whole school. N o doubt his teacher had equal
satisfaction with his pupil.
It was not all schools and study, for his father
did not believe in idle hours, exacting help in haying
time, work in the garden, and helping in the bakery.
There he was required to break and mould, flat and
dock whatever these terms may mean, and also to
wipe the crackers. In after years he writes, “How
many hundreds upon hundreds barrels o f crackers did
I wipe.” Sometimes he was kept at home from school
to do this in a rush o f orders.
But he loved out-door sports and even foot
ball, where he often got bruised and lamed, and he
managed to find time for all these. So his whole
nature was rounded out and went towards making
him the industrious and valuable citizen he came to
be. In the university o f home he learned the sterling
virtues o f resolution, perseverance and thrift. Living
in the fam ily for many years was his Uncle James,
who was blind. Convers was required to walk out
with him som etim es as far as Boston. How many
hundred m iles he trudged manfully by his side, but
his uncle paid his toll all the way by his conversation
so he relates in his diary. Then too, he had to read to
him. Sometimes from Baptist and again from
Universalist books, for his uncle had a capricious as
well as an inquiring mind.
2

students. It was at this time that Mr. Francis began his
studies. In 1818 at the end of three years he preached
for the first time at Medford for Dr. Osgood. Next, he
supplied a pulpit in Salem at the North church during
the sickness if its minister, Rev. Mr. Abbott. After
this he was asked to preach a few Sundays at
Watertown, as the pastor, Rev. Richard Rosewell
Elliott, had just died. He gave great satisfaction, and
the next spring of 1819 he was invited to settle there.
He accepted and was ordained June 12, 1819. We
read in Mr. Francis’ diary his sentiments on that
momentous occasion. “God, grant that my ministry in
this town may be a long, a happy, and a useful one,
and that many may have reason to bless the day when
my union with this people was formed.” That and the
next generation have passed away and we at this later
day are glad to testify to the enduring benefits of this
life and labors among this people. To few it can be
said they live in the hearts and remembrances after
the lapse of so many years.

and was an easy pleasant guest at their homes, and
ever welcome. His public services were held in
honor. Like many others in this profession he was
subject to occasional moods of depression, which
chilled his spirits, and clouded over his parish horizon
and caused him to underrate his own services. This
was especially so during the first years of his
ministry. His diary records that he reproached himself
for not making his sermons sufficiently plain, simple
and useful. He writes, “I am almost discouraged. God
forgive me.”

Lydia Maria Francis Child, 1802 - 1880
Three years after coming here on the 15th of
May, 1822, he married Abby Bradford Allyn of
Duxbury, the daughter of Rev. Dr. John Allyn, the
revered minister of that Pilgrim town. For thirtyseven years she was a congenial and loving
companion, and an intellectual helpmate to him. We
do not now read of so many despondent moods. Her
life was somewhat clouded by many periods of illhealth, and her death two years before his own was a
severe affliction. Mrs. Francis made many friends
among all the people of the parish, and was I am told,
much beloved and respected. Her remains lie with her
husband’s and daughter in our burying ground on
Common Street.
When a young girl I vividly recollect Mrs.
Francis at church, while on her visits among old
friends at Duxbury. At that time her immediate
family has all passed away. She was somewhat tall,
slender, with an intelligent, refined face, not
handsome, complexion rather fresh.

Rev. Convers Francis, 1795 - 1863
In the words of Dr. Newell of Cambridge, “he
entered upon his new duties with the keenest zest and
delight, with the devoted spirit which had marked
him from his boyhood, with a full appreciation of the
solemnity and greatness of his work, and an
affectionate interest in the people who had called him
to his charge.” With all his scholarly tastes and his
love of books, he was no unsocial recluse, but entered
with genial sympathy into the interest of all classes,
3

interwoven with Watertown people and church. In
1837 the degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred
upon him.
In 1842 the death of Rev. Henry Ware, Jr.,
made a vacancy in the Professorship of Pulpit^-*
Eloquence and Pastoral Care, at the divinity school at
Cambridge, and Dr. Francis was chosen to fill his
place.
After his final decision to accept, he preached
his farewell sermon on the 21st of August, 1842. His
own words will best explain his emotions. “It was a
deeply trying day to me, but I made my way through
it with less distress than I had expected. It seemed
like tearing up old roots and planting them again in a
new place. Every family, every hill and valley, every
walk in my parish has a history and all these little
histories of the heart come thronging upon me, and
make a child of me. May the Head of the church be
gracious to my dear people, and send them a good
minister of Jesus Christ to take the place hitherto so
imperfectly filled by me. I have enjoyed much at
Watertown; and though often saddened at the ill
success of my ministry, have likewise had bright
gleams of encouragement.”
At the Divinity School he was expected
without an interval of rest to take up duties which
could only be done thoroughly by two or th r e e s
professors. His intimate knowledge of the thought of
other men and acquaintance of books made this
comparatively easy for him to do, but his industrious
habits could and had to be brought now into full
exercise. Not only did he bear in his retentive
memory the writings of classic antiquity, and the best
works of former generations up to his own, but he
was equally familiar with the current literature of the
day, and the latest conclusions of English, French and
German theologians and scholars. He was called a
living dictionary.
Yet with all these rare gifts it was felt by the
young men of the school that he lacked that
combination of gifts, mental and personal, which
carries with it an electric and quickening influence.
He had his own strong, decided and positive views of
what Christianity was, yet his conscientiousness led
him to present all sides of a subject, choosing rather
to have his classes sift and think for themselves. He
believed in spiritual and intellectual freedom, yet
most of the young men craved a different treatment.
An ardent lover of nature in all its forms, he _
yet lacked imagination in presenting these subjects to

After Dr. Francis’ marriage he bought the
brick-house by the river, since occupied by Dr.
Sargent, a retired Army Surgeon, and later by the late
Dr. Luther Morse. It faces the river and bridge, and is
a large commodious house. Later Dr. Hiram Hosmer
built on the adjoining lot, and here Harriet Hosmer,
the celebrated sculptor, was born. When the Medford
home was broken up Mr. Francis took his sister to his
Watertown home, where she spent much of her
maiden life. She taught a private school at this time,
succeeding Miss Ruth Dana, the mother of our
Watertown Robbins family. At her marriage to Mr.
Isaac Robbins, Miss Francis was the bridesmaid. At
her brother’s house she wrote her first book
“Hobomock,” and during these years she first met
Mr. David Child, a young lawyer boarding in the
town, whom she afterward married.
Society was rich during those years at that
time in Watertown, and life accordingly was full of
interest. The White’s, Thaxter’s, Bigelow’s, Curtis’s
and Robbins’s, with others, whose summer
residences were here, formed a choice society.

Home of Convers Francis and his sister Lydia Maria
Child at 77 Riverside Street
Dr. Francis was among the earliest students of
German in the country, but he never neglected his
Latin and Greek. His spare time if he ever had any
was devoted to writing articles for “Reviews, A Life
of the Apostle Eliot” for Spark’s American
Biography, and in gathering genealogical lore, which
he put into a history of Watertown, a book now
valued and rare, He was counted as among the most
learned among the clergy and his society was sought
not only by those of his own age, but by young men
entering on the ministry, notably Theodore Parker,
whose life at that time and afterwards was so
4

grant, yet from the beginning Watertown controlled
land on both banks o f the river. D ivided W e Stand
mentions nothing about the debate over the fish
weir constructed just about where the dam now lies.
The author, a professor o f American Studies at the
University o f East A nglia, England, takes a
different approach to relating Watertown history.
Throughout the book he explores how English
settlers preserved their ways o f thinking in a newworld environment, even as they innovate and
embrace change. He compares early Watertown
residents to the people o f East Anglia, home to the
Reverend George Phillips and many o f his
followers.
Maps aside, D ivided W e Stand makes a
good read. The chapter on religion should be
required reading for everyone involved in the
Capital Campaign. Take this: "Back in 1635 a sum
o f 80 pounds had been appropriated for a
meetinghouse." (p. 76.) Inflation sets in. On the
follow ing page we learn that in 1656 the Town
spent 400 pounds for a grander model in a new
location. "The three deacons had to arrange a
seating plan. This was a task o f the utmost
delicacy." In 1680 a gallery was added for
additional seating. "That would last the town for
tw elve years, after which there would explode a
volcanic struggle about a new building that would
not be settled until 1720." (p. 77.)
Roger Thompson also taught me a new word:
microhistory. The author explains, "...[Sjm all-scale
research must ask big questions. These queries may
arise from relating local issues to broader trends, like
the effects in Watertown o f English parliamentary
resistance to royal authority or changes in the Atlantic
economy or the outbreak o f international war"
(Introduction, p. xv.) A s your Church Historian, I
could call m yself a microhistorian. That term does
not suit me. I remain, Yours truly, Katherine Button,
Amateur Historian

his hearers. In this respect he lacked the genius and
power o f his sister Lydia, who possessed in an
uncommon degree these qualities. He was a strong
anti-slavery man from the first to the last.
After 21 years teaching in Cambridge disease
enfeebled him so much he could no longer visit the
classroom, but the classes came to him for a few
weeks, but the end came soon and in the summer o f
that year he passed on in serene trust in the immortal
hope. He left only a son and daughter.
At the sale o f his Library, Watertown
purchased quite a number o f his books, among them
seven
volum es
o f M iscellaneous
Historical
Discourses; also his Historical Sketch o f Watertown
to the close o f its second century, a book valuable and
rare at the present day.

A W ATERTOW N
CONNECTION
A few books have been published recently
which are sure to be o f interest to the Watertown
(^ co m m u n ity .
The follow ing article is being reprinted here
with permission from “Arbella”, the newsletter for
the First Parish Church. It was written by Kathy
Button, Trustee o f the Watertown Free Public Library
and Historian o f the First Parish Church.

The Amateur Historian
Serendipity lead me to a new book on
W atertown, D ivided W e Stand: W atertown.
M assachusetts. 1630-1680. by Roger Thompson.
Amherst: U niversity o f M assachusetts Press, 2001.
A s we were leaving a m eeting, Brandeis colleague
Darwin Scott picked up a book from the about-tobe-shelved cart, "Look, Kathy, here’s a book on
Watertown." And so I checked it out.
Any history o f W atertown is incom plete.
Mark Harris confirm ed what the author says, there
are no extant church records for the years 16301680. Lost and gone forever. A reference librarian
at the W atertown Free Public Library pointed out to
me that all o f the maps in the book show the
Charles River as the southern border o f the land

Our October 2002 public program was given
by Carol Flynn Harris, a former staff member o f the
Watertown Free Public Library. Ms. Harris is the
author o f several books for children. Her book, A
Place for Joey, published by Boyds M ills Press,
carries readers back to the immigrant world o f
Boston in 1919. In this work o f fiction based on
fact, Joey Calabro’s fam ily is saving money to
fulfill their dream o f leaving the crowded city and
5

the Perkins School for the Blind, the Stanley Steamer,
the Arsenal, and an array of historic houses, churches
and public buildings. Readers will be fascinated by
many photographs from the turn-of-the-last-century.
including one of the very first Star Market in^
Watertown Square.

buying their own land to farm in Watertown.
Twelve year old Joey is scheming to find a way to
stay in his beloved North End. A catastrophic event,
The Great Boston Molasses Flood, is the unlikely
means for Joey to stumble on his own dream.
This novel was chosen by the Boston Herald
as one of the three best children’s books of 2001. In
addition to speaking to various audiences about her
book, Carol Flynn Harris also visits elementary
schools where teachers have incorporated her
school presentations into the study of immigration.
Watertown resident Marilynne K. Roach, a
member of the Historical Society and a Council
Member of the Historical Commission, completed
her 27 year meticulously researched project on The
Salem Witch Trials: A Dav-bv-Day Chronicle of a
Community Under Siege. It was published in late
2002 by Cooper Square Press. The narrative is
delivered as a story, in great detail, from the
perception of what people believed was happening. It
describes the struggles of the colonial communities of
Salem Village, Andover, Boston, Ipswich and others
and includes the telling of frequent Indian massacres,
French raids and deadly epidemics that were
occurring in conjunction with the witch hysteria of
the late 1600’s. The book also relates information
from some previously unknown documents.
While writing this book, Ms. Roach
interviewed descendents of the 20 people executed
during the trials. She also illustrated several maps and
homes and other objects presented in the publication.
Marilynne is the author of seven other books
and numerous articles.

The majority of the pictures used were from'*
the Library’s extensive Photograph Archive. Others
were received from members of the community.
“Images of America - Watertown” is now
available for purchase for $19.99 plus tax at the Main
Watertown Free Public Library or through the
Historical Society by calling 617-923-9318. P lease
su p p o rt the effo rts o f th ese tw o n o n -p ro fit
o rg a n iza tio n s b y p u r ch a sin g a cop y n ow .

All three of these books are available for
borrowing at the Watertown Free Public Library and
for purchase in your local bookstores.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Sigrid Reddy Watson - President
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Childs - Asst. Treasurer
J. Thomas Franklin - Recording Secretary
Leslie Whitney - Corresponding Secretary
Councilors:
Lou Allegro
James Bean
Gurdon Buck
Robert Childs
Lucia Mastrangelo
E. Joyce Munger
Julia Donahue - Curator
Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town Crier
Mary Ellen Murphy
Richard Najarian
Jack Piantedosi
Sharon Risso
Mai Whitney
G. Jack Zollo

IMAGES OF AMERICA WATERTOWN
Authored by members of the Historical
Society of Watertown and the Friends of the
Watertown Free Public Library, this 128 page
pictorial paperback brings to life the days of old in
our Watertown community. Published by Arcadia
Publishing, this book includes vintage photographs of
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MILES PRATT 1825-1882
Our cover story this quarter was contributed
by Mary Spiers, a resident of Watertown since
January 2002 and a member of the Historical Society
of Watertown since October 2002.
Mary is a Boston native, born and raised in
the Back Bay, and though trained as an English
teacher, has followed a career path in the medical
science/health care field while developing her interest
hi history and writing.

Miles Pratt was a Watertown industrialist and
philanthropist. He was born in 1825 during the
administration of John Quincy Adams and the year
the Erie Canal was opened. He is known to be a
descendent of Joshua Pratt who arrived in Plymouth
on the “Ann" in 1623. Pratt’s descendents lived in the
area for many years and Miles’ family is known to
have settled in Carver. In 1825 our country was
young and bustling with promise. Roads were
developed and canals dredged. The Adams
presidency had promoted a strong national bank.
Huge tariffs were imposed on imported manufactured
goods which protected the highly industrial New
England economy.
By age 15, young Miles contributed to this
economy by selling hollowware for his father. The
term was used to refer to a household utility item with
a concave interior such as pot, vase, cup or pitcher as
distinguished from Hat-surfaced items such as plates,
platters and saucers.
A national economy was taking shape: cotton
from the South became the textiles produced by the
mills of the North while the West produced beef and

grain. Southerners believed that a strong federal
government meant less freedom for the individual
states and jeopardized the right to own slaves. When
Miles was only six years of age, William Lloyd
Garrison had begun publishing The Liberator, the
hardest hitting of the abolitionist newspapers. It
opposed slavery as a transgression against God and
humanity and pushed forward the northern
antislavery movement. By the time he reached age
34, he would find himself pledged to this cause.

Miles Pratt (Photo from "Great Little Watertown ")

Miles Pratt’s name along with other
Watertown notables is found on a notice for a public
meeting to be held December 2, 1859 at “7 and Vi
o'clock [p.m.]” to discuss the “martyr and abolitionist
John Brown” and the furnishing of “material aid” to
his family. John Brown had led a group of raiders on
the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, West Virginia on
October 16. His purpose was to use the captured
weapons to start a slave rebellion. His plans were
destroyed when Colonel Robert E. Lee and his
marines arrived two days later, captured Brown and
hanged him for treason on December 2. Finding
Pratt’s name listed on this bulletin with Joseph Crafts,
C. C. McLauthlin, Edward Rose, Samuel Noyes, Otis
A. Train, George F. Pinkham and others tells of his
interest in abolishing slavery.
In 1855, Miles Pratt established a foundry on
Main Street, which later consolidated with the George
Walker Co and became the Walker and Pratt
Manufacturing Company. The foundry had a big
warehouse on Galen Street as well as wharves on the
Charles River. Pratt decided to put his plant next to
the town gristmill. He hired Luke Perkins of the
gristmill to become his superintendent. Oliver Shaw
was hired as manager. He knew both men from his
hometown of Carver. When Colonel Thomas J.
Rodman, the Commanding Officer of the Watertown
Arsenal, asked if they could mold cannonballs for the
war they were of like a shot. The 20 men they started
with grew quickly to 100 and before too long 130
men were converting 275 tons of iron per month into
ammunition for the Union Army: cannon balls,
canister shot and shells as well as gun carriages.
In January of 1861, before the Civil War
broke out, a Massachusetts regiment was formed so
that when the Confederates took Fort Sumter in April
of that same year, a portion of the state was armed to
fight. Watertown selectman, Luke Perkins, was asked
by 20-year-old caipenter, Sam Stearns, “Why can’t
we raise a company?” and added, “I’m going to
enlist!” A crowd decided to meet at the Town Hall
and elected Miles Pratt moderator. William
Ingraham, Town Clerk, recorded the proceedings.
Sam Stearns became the first to enlist for three years.
Each volunteer was provided with a uniform from
town money and private donations and given $30.
They composed Company K, the Flag Company of
the 16th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment. They
served under Colonel Powell Wyman of Boston.

It was during this Civil War period that Pratt
built a house in the Italianate style at 106 Mt. Auburn
Street. It stands today facing south on a corner lot
with Palfrey as the side street. The property included
a carriage house that still exists today. The exterior
wall of the house is described as “flushboard and
clapboard” with a height of two and one-half stories
and three bays wide. It has full-length first door
windows and an entrance hood with arched pendants
to suggest an Italian palazzo of the Renaissance. As
proof of Pratt’s good fellowship with his men, Luke
Perkins built a house next to his at 112 M. Auburn
and later Oliver Shaw built a third home at 120.

Oliver Shaw (Photo courtesy o f the Watertown Free
Public Library)
One of the key remembrances of Pratt today
is his role in the founding of the Watertown Free
Public Library. Solon Whitney, who became the first
librarian, noted in his Historical Sketches of
Watertown.
Massachusetts
that
Miles Pratt
contributed $100 to the library fund. Whitney
described Pratt as one who “would not hold office
himself, gave freely of his counsel, and helped gather
the sinews of war.” Once the library committee had
secured $20,000, a building committee was appointed
to obtain plans and estimates. Shaw and Hunnewell
of Boston were chosen as architects with David
Perkins as contractor. The French Renaissance style

of the house and sold it to a consortium of dentists for
use as offices. In the first floor waiting room of
Doctors Barry Agranat and Martin Katz the
magnificent walnut fireplace and floor-to-ceiling
bookcase it still in tact. Two marble fireplaces can be
seen in the offices. The small closet holding patients’
records in the Receptionist’s area used to be a built-in
china cabinet.

building was ready for occupancy by 1884.

The Miles Pratt House at 106 Mt. Auburn Street
Miles Pratt filled out the remainder of his
days in his clapboard Italianate palace, dying in 1882
before the completion of the library. We honor him
today for his efforts in its fundraising, for the foundry
that manufactured the Crawford stove, furnaces,
ranges and heaters as well as material for the Union
Army. We honor him also for sound corporate
management based on fairness and friendship that
won him the life-long devotion of his industrial
colleagues, Luke Perkins and Oliver Shaw, and
undoubtedly many of the others who worked in his
plant. Finally, we thank him for his interest in the
abolitionist cause and his desire to build a better
world.

The preserved walnut fireplace in the Pratt House

Editor's note:
Miles Pratt married Ellen Coolidge in 1859.
Their daughter, Grace (1861 - 1931) married G.
Frederick Robinson (1860 - 1949) in 1887. G. Fred
Robinson is well noted as the author of “Great Little
Watertown” a tercentenary history of the town
written in 1930 with his daughter Ruth Robinson
Wheeler. Fie was also President of the Historical
Society of Watertown from 1930 - 1949, the year of
his death.
At the time of Miles Pratt’s death in 1882, the
house passed on to his wife, then his daughter Grace
who lived there with her husband, G. Fred Robinson
and their 6 children. It was finally left to Pratt’s
granddaughter Helen Robinson Wright. Helen left the
house to the First Parish Church in 1979. Ms. Wright
served as Treasurer of the parish for many years. The
Church set up preservation restrictions for the exterior

The striking walnut floor-to-ceiling bookcase
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woman President, Sigrid Reddy Watson, elected in
May 2001.
The position o f Programming Director w ill be
filled by Mary Spiers. Mary has been a member or j
the Society since January 2002 and wrote the c o v e r ^
story for this issue. Mary has several years o f
experience in conference and seminar planning for
Northeastern and Harvard Universities.
Linda Coxall w ill be creating the flyers and
notifying our membership and the community o f our
public meetings and other upcoming events. Linda
has experience in conference and event planning as
an Administrative Assistant at New England Medical
Center and Northeastern University.
The Council o f the Historical Society
welcom es these two new volunteers and looks
forward to working with them on the planning o f
future programming.

In May o f 1985 the building was put on the
National Register o f Historic Places. In 1991 the
Church turned over administration o f the restrictions
to SPNEA’s Stewardship Program.
In 1999, the second and third floors o f the
building were converted into three condominiums,
preserving significant architectural features.

W ATERTOW N SAVINGS
BANK 7th ANNUAL
CUSTO M ERS’ CHOICE
AW ARDS
Each year, the W atertown Savings Bank
helps
support local
civic
and
non-profit
organizations that make a significant contribution to
the quality o f life in our com m unity by giving away
a substantial amount o f m oney to help these groups
continue their important work. This year 4,900
Watertown Savings Bank custom ers voted on the
distribution o f $50,000 to 33 local community
organizations. Dollars awarded were based on the
number o f votes each organization received.
The Historical Society o f Watertown was
awarded $653. The Society w ishes to thank all o f
the customers that voted for our organization and
the Watertown Savings Bank for their generous
donation to our civic-m inded community.

SOCIETY SEEKS
HOSPITALITY DIRECTOR
Due to the resignations o f Historical Society
Councilors Mary Ellen Murphy and
Mastrangelo, the Society is in need o f an individual
(or two) to arrange for food and drink at our public
programs held in March, May, September and
November. This volunteer position includes
purchasing light refreshments (for which you will be
reimbursed), setting up the refreshment table before
and breaking down the table after the event.
If you are interested in helping out, please call
Joyce at 617-923-9318.

SOCIETY W ELCOM ES TW O
NEW VOLUNTEERS
With regrets, the Council o f the Historical
Society accepted the resignation o f our Programming
Director, Mary Ellen Murphy. For the last few years,
Mary Ellen has increased attendance at our quarterly
public meetings by contracting many new and
interesting speakers and w idely publicizing our
events. She was also responsible for our highly
successful series ‘T he Year o f the Woman” during
fiscal 2001 - 2002 which featured local women in
history. This series was in celebration o f our first

W ATERTOW N
COM M UNITY ENRICHM ENT
FUND
Earlier this year, because o f money provided
by Harvard University and O’N eill Properties,
nonprofit organizations in Watertown were invited to
apply to receive charitable awards o f up to $10,000.x
(You may remember that O’N eill Properties bought
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the Arsenal on the Charles property in December
1999 and sold it to Harvard in May 2001.)
Harvard has pledged $100,000 to this fund
each year. An additional $50,000 will come from
proceeds of the O'Neill Properties charitable
contribution. An award of up to $10,000 is available
for any Watertown based nonprofit organization to
apply for through an application process.
Reapplication for an award will be offered each year.
Applications must include a description of
the organization, finances, how many Watertown
residents they have served in the past 4 years, the
amount of funds requested and how the money is
intended to be used.
The committee supervising the fund this year
includes Town Councilors Marilyn Petitto Devaney,
Fred Pugliese, Gus Bailey and Town Auditor Tom
Tracy. This group will evaluate the applications and
decide which organizations will receive money and
how much they will get
A sub-committee of Councilors of the
Historical Society of Watertown, headed by our
Grant Writing Director and Assistant Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs, has submitted an application
for $10,000 of these funds. Our objective for use is
to support our outreach and educational programs,
to establish a Web site that will help to disseminate
the important history and culture of our town, and to
preserve our archival records and artifacts. It is
imperative that we as a Society preserve the history
and culture of Watertown for generations to come.
The deadline for receipt of applications was
February 14, 2003. Grants will be announced and
presented by representatives of the Town and
Harvard at an awards ceremony this spring.

WalkBoston sponsors several tours each year
of neighborhoods in the Boston area. Past tours have
included “Brookline's Secret Paths and Stairways”,
“Newton Upper Falls”, “Roslindale Village” and
many others. This organization is also responsible for
the wildly popular tours of the Zakim Bridge and the
Big Dig Tunnels.
Their Saturday, May 10 tour will feature a
walking tour of Watertown. Our guide will be Pam
Pinsky, a Watertown resident, who will begin the tour
on the Galen Street Bridge, take us along the Charles
River and over the pedestrian bridge to California
Street. We will continue to the Saltonstall Memorial,
up Riverside Street, through the Perkins School and
over to the Arsenal Property, down Charles River
Road and end back at the Galen Street Bridge.
The tour is $5.00 and open to the public. It
will begin at 1:30 and last approximately an hour and
a half. Historical Society members will be receiving a
flyer in the mail.

THE COOLIDGE TAVERN
The Coolidge Tavern was built c. 1740 at the
corner of Galen and Watertown Streets.
The Tavern was on the road leading to Boston
and therefore a highly popular stopover for travelers.
The public dining room had a view across the Charles
River to the marketplace. Jonas Coolidge was the
original owner. He passed it on to his grandnephew,
Nathaniel Jr. who left it to his widow, Dorothy, upon
his death in 1770.

“WALKBOSTON” MAY TOUR
FEATURES WATERTOWN
WalkBoston, a pedestrian advocacy group,
was formed in 1990 to raise public awareness about
the benefits of walking for transportation, health,
recreation and vital communities. Since then,
WalkBoston has played a prominent role in
improving the design and use of streets, sidewalks
^ ^ a n d pathways in the greater Boston area.

M a ’am Coolidge's Tavern
Before the Revolutionary War, British
soldiers frequently patronized this tavern, as did

members of the Massachusetts Provincial Congress
between 1775 and 1776. General George Washington
ate in the dining room on July 2 and November 5,
1775. In his diary, General Washington complained
about the food, untidy servants and the buggy beds.
The building was demolished in 1918 to make
way for the Boston Elevated Street Railway’s
carbarns. A stone marker with a plaque stands on the
site of the old Coolidge Tavern by the MBTA station.
The marker was put up in 1975 by the Historical
Society in preparation for events commemorating the
United States Bicentennial.

combined efforts to preserve them.” The Society has
been promoting the preservation of Watertown
history for 115 years.
N a m e :____________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip :______________________________
_____ Individual $15.00
_____ Senior / Student $10.00
_____ Family $25.00
_____ Individual Sponsor $50.00
_____ Corporate Sponsor $100.00
If you would like to give a gift membership to
a friend or family member, please provide your name
and address so that we may notify the recipient.
Giver’s N am e:______________________________
Giver’s Address:_____________________________
Giver’s City, State, Zip:_______________________

Members will
receive our quarterly
publication of our newsletter The Town Crier,
invitations to our public meetings which are held in
September, November, March and May, and —
invitations to any special events occurring during the
year, including our annual celebration of Treaty Day
with our Native American associates.

The plaque on the stone reads “The Coolidge Tavern
famous fo r its hospitality during the American
Revolution, stood on this spot. Here many leaders o f
the Patriot cause including George Washington, John
and Samuel Adams found lodging and refreshment.
The Great and General Court met here briefly in the
winter o f 1775-1776."

H IS T O R IC A L S O C IE T Y C O U N C IL
M EM BERS

Sigrid Reddy W atson - President
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Childs - Asst. Treasurer
J. Thomas Franklin - Recording Secretary
Leslie W hitney - Corresponding Secretary

AN INVITATION TO JOIN OR
GIVE A MEMBERSHIP

C ouncilors:

The Historical Society of Watertown is a
501(c)3 charitable organization. It was established in
1888 by Dr. Alfred Hosmcr who felt it was urgent to
“call attention to the importance of sifting the
traditions which have been handed down, of
determining, while possible, the unwritten facts so
fleeting in our history, and especially, of decided and

Lou Allegro
James Bean
Gurdon Buck
Robert Childs
Julia Donahue - Curator
Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town Crier
E. Joyce Munger
Richard Najarian
Jack Piantedosi
Sharon Risso
Mai W hitney
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY AWARD
GIVEN FOR 11™ GRADE ESSAY
1857, workers at the W hitney Paper M ill in
Watertown folded wrapping paper into a box like
shape, producing the nation’s first paper bag. Soon,
the W hitney M ill was producing 8 tons o f paper and
2 m illion paper bags daily. Across the country,
W hitney paper products won recognition for high
quality and workmanship. Nearby, the Bem is and
later the Aetna M ills turned out premium cotton and
w ool products. Improved methods o f spinning and
dying w ool “resulted in Aetna M ills’ products being
touted as among the finest and best w oolen goods
found in the market” (Historical Society of
Watertown 3).
The Watertown Arsenal provided large
quantities o f military supplies for the US Army
during both the 1st and 2nd World Wars, and was a
major em ployer in W atertown until its sale in 1968.
Elsewhere, Sterling E lliott’s quadricycle factory
produced
his
famous
4-w heeled
bicycles,
com m only used for inner-city transportation. In
1894, with help from his 25 em ployees, Elliott
produced the first inflatable tires for use on his
bicycles. So great was the demand for the new tires
that Elliott temporarily gave up the bicycle business
and concentrated solely on tires, paying attorney
Robert Ingersoll $1000 each day to defend his
patents. It was the Elliott bicycle factory that would
eventually be home to the Stanley brothers and their
steam cars in 1896.
Not all industrial progress in Watertown
came in the field o f manufacturing. Entrepreneurs
like A lvin Adams made significant advances in the

The Historical Society o f Watertown sponsors
the Historical Society Award every year for the best
history essay submitted by an 11th grade student. The
winner receives $500.00 which was given this year at
an Awards Ceremony at the M iddle School on
W ednesday night, May 21st.
The winner this year was E ric Sw oyer for
/his essay below on “In d u strial W atertow n.”
At the turn o f the 19th century, the United
States was teem ing with industry. W aves o f new
immigrants poured into the country from
southeastern Europe fueling the rise o f smokestack
America. For the first tim e in the nation’s history,
gross industrial profits were exceeding those o f
agriculture. The Am erican people, recently exposed
to the bicycle, now hungered for a faster, easier
form o f transportation. It was a tim e o f expanding
business and exploding cities. N ew York, Chicago
and Philadelphia boom ed. H owever, not all progress
o f the industrial age was made in these giant
m etropolises. A cross the nation, sm all towns were
developing and industrializing as w ell. W atertown,
M assachusetts bloom ed during the late 1800s and
early 1900s, and “although geographically sm all,
W atertown was considered to be the m ost highly
industrialized town in the country” (Hodges 178). It
was in this unlikely setting that new products and
businesses would set the tone o f American
During the mid 19,h and early 20th centuries,
Watertown embraced industry and invention. In
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field of service as well. In the 1840s, Adams
developed the concept of transporting packages for
individuals. Making use of the newly established
train system in and around Watertown, Adams
would travel personally, from city to city, delivering
packages between individuals. As his business
flourished he expanded, finally encompassing the
entire US with an army of parcel carriers and
numerous routes. In 1849, Adams personally
delivered the first gold from the California Gold
Rush back to Boston. Later, he established the
Adams Express Company and delivered items
between Union soldiers and their families
throughout the Civil War.
Two of the most prominent Watertown
industrialists, and greatest American entrepreneurs,
were the Stanley brothers. Freeland O. and Francis
E. Stanley, often associated with the birth of the
American automobile, were born identical twins in
Maine in 1849. In 1875 they entered the
photography business, producing dry plates for
cameras in Lewiston, Maine. Then, in 1888, they
opted to move closer to the vast market of Boston,
Massachusetts, settling in the small suburb of
Watertown.
The
Stanleys
continued
the
manufacturing of dry plates until around 1898 and
in the process, stumbled upon a primitive form of
X-ray. However, it was the automobile that would
bring them national and historic recognition.
Inspired by the sight of a French steam-powered
automobile in 1896, F.E. Stanley set out to create a
better one, producing his first in 1897. Although the
Stanleys’ model drew some local attention in
Watertown, it failed to win national acclaim.
Their next model proved more successful.
Powered by a 32.5-pound engine the new model
weighed less than 600 pounds when loaded with
passengers. The Stanleys made their debut on
November 9 of 1897, during a parade form Boston to
Watertown. F. E. Stanley, high atop his steamer,
covered 2 miles in 5 minutes 19 seconds, and won the
hill-climbing contest by scaling a 36.5 degree
gradient with ease.
Determined
to
capitalize
on
public
enthusiasm for their automobiles, the Stanley brothers
moved production from their poorly equipped dry
plate business to a nearby bicycle factory. They
announced that they would be producing a batch of
100 identical steamers shortly. Public demand was
high, and within 2 months, 85 orders had been
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received. Later, the Stanley brothers sold their 4 i
company to asphalt magnate Amzi Lorenzo Barber
and Cosmopolitan publisher John Brisben Walker, for
$250,00 (Transport History 69).

The Stanley brothers in their Stanley Steamer (Photo
courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library)
Unfortunately, the company soon ran upon
rocky ground. Walker and Barber clashed as to the
future location of the Locomobile factory and quickly
split, with each man running an independent
production center. Walker moved to Tarrytown,
Massachusetts, while Barber remained at the existing
factory in Watertown. The next to leave the company,
in late 1899, were the Stanley brothers themselves.
Originally signed as managers, they left due to
alterations in the steamer’s design, and the restraints
that accompanied a coiporate bureaucracy. With the
departure of the Stanleys, production quickly shifted
further and further from Watertown, until the entire
operation was eventually moved to Connecticut in
1900.
The Stanley brothers, however, were by no
means out of the steamer business. They built a new
Watertown factory out of reinforced concrete, the
first of its type in New England, and hired a small
workforce of Italian immigrants. They reinstated their
policy of selling no stock of their company to
outsiders and faired well until the outbreak of World
War I. In 1906, a Stanley Steamer set the world land
speed record at 127 miles per hour in Florida, and the
Stanley Rocket, the fastest model, became populaj
with racing enthusiasts across the nation. 1918
brought the death of Francis E. Stanley in a motoring
?

accident, and by 1925, stricken with grief, Freeland
O. Stanley abandoned the automobile industry.
Unfortunately, the steam powered automobile
quickly died out after World War I. The constant
attention required to maintain a steamer, along with
unfounded rumors that steam boilers often exploded,
served to sabotage the industry. None-the-less, the
Stanley brothers played a major role in the
development of the American automobile. Their
inclination toward small, lightweight vehicles
persisted in the industry well into the age of the
internal combustion engine.
Another major industrial power in Watertown
history was the Hood Rubber Company. Established
in 1896 by Frederic C. and Arthur N. Hood, Hood
Rubber Co. was for many years the principal
employer in Watertown. Attracted by the proximity
to Boston, an established system of railways and an
ample supply of groundwater, the Hood brothers
chose Watertown to be their industrial starting point.
Beginning production in October of 1896, Hood was
a small company, employing several dozen workers
and producing a few hundred pairs of rubber shoes
per day. By December, the company had exploded,
producing over 3000 pairs of shoes per day. The
outbreak of World War I caused the company to
expand still further to meet the nation’s war
requirements for durable, water resistant shoes and
domestic demands for canvas shoes. By the 1920s,
Hood Rubber employed 10,000 workers, mostly
unskilled immigrant laborers, and was Watertown’s
largest single employer (Hodges 156). In 1929, the
company was sold to the B. F. Goodrich Company,
and continued to produce what were often considered
the most durable shoes in American. In 1969, due to
competition from foreign producers, the Watertown
branch of Hood Rubber Co. was shut down
permanently, leaving behind a legacy of progressive
management.
Hood Rubber Co. had a serious influence on
the Watertown community as well as its economy.
Like the majority of industrial manufacturers during
the period, Hood relied almost entirely on new
immigrants to fill its demand for unskilled laborers.
Luckily, Watertown proved to be a major port city on
the waves of European immigrants traveling to
America. The Irish flocked to the entire East Coast,
seeking to avoid the disease and famine resulting
from the potato blight in the mid 1800s. Later, masses
of Italians and Armenians poured into the Boston

area. At first, most immigrants came to Boston, and
after failing to find work in the crowded metropolis,
moved on to the smaller industrial center of
Watertown. However, as Italian and Armenian
communities grew in Watertown, it became the
primary destination for many new immigrants.
Employing the majority of Armenians, Hood Rubber
slowly shaped east Watertown into a heavily
Armenian
district, eventually
dubbed “Little
Armenia”.
The relationship between immigrants and
Hood Rubber Co. was simple; immigrants provided
cheap labor, and Hood supplied the jobs so
desperately needed by thesenew Americans.
However, Hood was by no means a cutthroat
corporation. Actually, the Hood Rubber Co. was very
progressive by the day’s standards. Keeping its
influence on the Watertown community as small as
possible, Hood sought to avoid the image of an allpowerful presence. There were no company stores,
nor were there any attempts to force workers into the
run-down housing commonly found in industrial
America. Workers were provided with medical
facilities both on and off the job and Hood often
sponsored company picnics and parties. Recent
immigrantworkers
were
provided
with
“Americanization” classes to help them learn English
and adjust to American lifestyles. While most
corporations of the time would have denounced such
measures, fearing that the education of immigrants
would destroy the necessary cheap labor force, Hood
promoted employee education in order to create
better workers. The company encouraged the building
of public schools in and around employee
communities and purchased several plots of land on
which to build public parks and playgrounds. In
general Hood employees received slightly higher pay
than other workers and usually operated in safer
conditions. These forward-looking policies were rare
in America at the time, and Hood proved to the
industrial community that it paid to develop a
reliable, long-term work force.
Hood is also often considered responsible for
improved transportation in and around Watertown.
As the company’s work force grew, it became
impossible for all employees to live in the town of
Watertown itself. Many lived in cheaper housing in
the poorer districts of Boston. In order to maintain a
large work force, Hood promoted the expansion of a
town wide public transportation system. The
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WATCH (Watertown Arts on the Charles) building
by Trustee Dawn Scaltreto, which included the floor
plans, slated to begin construction at the end of 2003.
After walking around the grounds of the
Commander’s Mansion, we went on to the Perkins
School for the Blind where we viewed the
magnificent, English Cottage style buildings
constructed in 1912 on the former Josiah Stickney
Estate.

company even went so far as to pay for and install a
trolley loop in front of the factory gates.
Watertown, during the industrialization
period was a major commercial and manufacturing
center. Everything from paper bags to steam powered
cars can be traced back to Boston’s smaller
counterpart. The majority of Watertown’s revenue
came directly from industry related taxes. However,
industry did much more for Watertown than simply
funding the town. Industry shaped and molded the
character of the town. New ideas about
transportation, both public and private, stemmed from
industrialization. New ethnic communities sprouted
in the wake of manufacturers like Hood Rubber and
WYhtney Paper. Ideas about the relationship between
employers and employees were altered by some of
the most progressive firms in the nation. Industry in
Watertown became more than a source of goods and
services. It became a guiding force in the town’s
history.

MAY “WALKBOSTON” TOUR
FEATURED WATERTOWN
WalkBoston, a pedestrian advocacy group,
was formed in 1990 to raise public awareness about
the benefits of walking for transportation, health,
recreation and vital communities. WalkBoston
sponsors several tours each year of neighborhoods in
the Boston area. Past tours have included
“Brookline’s Secret Paths and Stairways”, “Newton
Upper Falls”, “Roslindale Village” and many others.
Their Saturday, May 10 tour featured a
walking tour of Watertown. Our guide, Pam Pinsky, a
Watertown resident of 21 years, along with 65 eager
sightseers began the tour on the Galen Street Bridge
where the site of the Coolidge Tavern and Paul
Revere’s residence were pointed out. We walked over
to the Founder’s Monument where Pam recounted the
settling of Watertown in 1630, the same year as
Boston and Dorchester.
We proceeded down the Charles River Road
and stopped at the site of Roger Clap’s landing where
Town Councilor, Gus Bailey, talked about the recent
taming of the traffic on Charles River Road. We
continued on to the Arsenal on the Charles property
where the history of the Arsenal was recounted. We
were also given a tour of the future state-of-the-art

Pam Pinsky and group at Roger Clap’s landing
The very informative 3 hour tour concluded
back in Watertown Square. Because of the high
interest in this tour, Pam is considering giving another
tour during next year’s Patriot’s Day weekend,
focusing on Watertown’s role during the
Revolutionary War. Members of the Historical
Society will be receiving information at a later date.

FOWLE HOUSE SEEKS
NATIONAL RECOGNITION
FROM MASSACHUSETTS
HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Audrey Jones Childs, the Historical Society’s
grant writer, has been working closely with a ^
representative at the Massachusetts Historical
4

Commission to see if the Edmund Fowle house could
be reclassified to National Recognition for its
importance in history. (Note: the records of the
Massachusetts State House Preservation Office reveal
that the Edmund Fowle House property was listed in
the National Register of Historic Places at the state
significance level on November 11, 1977. The
Massachusetts Historical Commission now qualifies
the House for National Recognition.) The following
excerpt was taken from a letter she received on
5/15/03 from the State Preservation Officer at the
Massachusetts Historical Commission:

Native Americans. This property remains significant
as the remaining building associated with the tenure
of the Provincial government-in-exile during a critical
period of the American Revolution. The Fowle
House’s role in the creation of a continuing
governmental presence and its nascent association
with American foreign policy allows it to be
considered as a nationally significant location.”

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
AWARDED GRANT FROM
THE WATERTOWN
COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT
FUND
Earlier this year, because of money provided
by Harvard University and O’Neill Properties,
nonprofit organizations in Watertown were invited to
apply to receive charitable awards of up to $10,000.
(You may remember that O’Neill Properties bought
the Arsenal on the Charles property in December
1999 and sold it to Harvard in May 2001.)
A sub-committee of Councilors of the
Historical Society of Watertown, headed by our
Grant Writing Director and Assistant Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs, submitted an application for
$10,000 of these funds.
The committee supervising the fund this year
included Town Councilors Marilyn Petitto Devaney,
Fred Pugliese, Gus Bailey and Town Auditor Tom
Tracy. This group evaluated the applications and
decided which organizations would receive money
and how much they would get
On May 22, an Awards Ceremony was held
at the Commander’s Mansion on the Arsenal
Property to present 40 Watertown non-profit
organizations with checks from this fund. The
Historical Society was awarded $3,500.
We wish to thank Harvard University and
O’Neill Properties for their generous contribution to
all of the community-minded organizations in
Watertown and the Award Committee for their
consideration of our application. This award will
help
tremendously
in
supplementing
our
Community Outreach and Educational budget

The Edmund Fowle House at 28 Marshall Street
“After careful consideration of additional
information provided by the Historical Society of
Watertown and on file at the Massachusetts.
Historical commission, this office has determined that
the Fowle House is eligible for listing in the Nation
Register of Historic Places at the national significant
level for its association with key events of the
American Revolution. As the site of the
Massachusetts provincial government during and
subsequent to the siege of Boston in 1775-76, the
Fowle house reflects the transitory nature of
representation during this turbulent period in
American history. The house served as a committee
room for the Council from April 22 to July 19, 1775
and as the meeting place for the Executive
Committee between July 19, 1775 and September 18,
1776. Provincial political activity here continued as a
government in exile, including the signing of what is
possibly the first treaty between an American
government and a foreign entity, in this case
representatives of the St. John and Miq’maq tribes of
5

The 2003 Historical Resources Preservation
Award was given to the Historical Society for its
Treaty Day Celebration, noting that this event
supports “the efforts of preserving historical
resources and provides accessibility to them to t h e ^
entire community."
The Historical Society’s 8th celebration of
Treaty Day will occur this year on July 19 and 20 at
O’Connell Field on Mount Auburn Street.

ANNUAL ELECTION OF
OFFICERS
In May of 2001 the Historical Society elected
its first woman President, Sigrid Reddy Watson. On
May 8, 2003 the Society elected its 2,Kl woman
President, Leslie Whitney, former Corresponding
Secretary.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
YARD SALE

Outgoing President Sigrid Reddy
Incoming President Leslie Whitney

Watson

The Historical Society held a Yard Sale on Saturday,
May 3rd from 10 am to 2pm on the grounds of the
Edmund Fowle House at 28 Marshall Street.
Donations of a variety of items were received from
many members of the community to sell to the
public, including children’s toys, dishes, books,
pictures and curios. We also held a bake sale to which
many Society and community members donated,
including Ruth Arena, Audrey Jones Childs, Elice
Lund, Sharon Risso, Leslie Whitney, and Sylvia
Whitney. Proceeds from the yard sale were $ 5 2 0 ,^
from the bake sale were $59 and donations received
totaled $25.
The Society extends appreciation to all that
helped out.

and

The Society also conducted their election of
officers for the upcoming fiscal year. New member
and last quarter’s contributing columnist Mary Spiers
has taken the position of Corresponding Secretary, as
well as the position of Programming Director.
For a listing of all Board members of the
Historical Society of Watertown, please refer to the
last section of this newsletter.
We will miss Sigrid’s leadership and her vast
knowledge of our town and its history. We wish her
well in her future endeavors..

H IS T O R IC A L S O C IE T Y C O U N C IL
M EM BERS

Leslie W hitney - President
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
J. Thomas Franklin - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary/

SOCIETY WINS HISTORIC
PRESERVATION AWARD

C o u n cilo r s:

The seventh annual Historic Preservation
Awards were held on Wednesday, May 8, 2003 at the
Commander’s Mansion. These awards are given by
the Watertown Historical Commission to honor local
individuals and groups for their efforts in historic
preservation in Watertown.

Lou Allegro
James Bean
Gurdon Buck
Robert Childs
Julia Donahue
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
Richard Najarian
Jack Piantedosi
Sharon Risso
Sigrid Reddy Watson
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TREATY DAY 2003
The Historical Society of W atertown’s 8th
Annual Treaty Day Celebration took place the
weekend of July 19th and 20th. Participants from the
Native American and Colonial groups started
arriving Friday night to set up O’Connell Field and
pitch their tents for the 2-day event. O ’Connell
Field, the former East Junior High School on Mount
Auburn Street, has proven to be the ideal location
for our yearly event due to its large space and
access for the public.
This celebration commemorates the signing
of the Treaty of Watertown on July 19, 1776, a
mere 15 days after the signing of the Declaration of
Independence. This Treaty of Alliance and
Friendship between the Governors of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony and the Delegates of the
Miq’maq and St. John’s tribes of northern New
England and Canada was the first treaty to be
signed by the newly-formed United States and a

foreign power. It was signed in the Edmund Fowle
house, headquarters to the Historical Society of
Watertown, now located at 28 Marshall Street.
Camp opened both days at approximately
11:00 AM with the raising of the flag by
W atertown’s own Provincial Guard and a musket
and cannon salute.
Colonial demonstrations throughout the warm
and sunny weekend included the tent of surgeon Dan
Grillo and herbalist Julie Grillo, the art of spinning
and carding of textile materials by Audrey Jones
Childs, candlemaking by Karl Neugebauer,
gunsmithing by Bob Childs, and many other
exhibitions. Audrey also demonstrated her painting
talent, including the art of making 18th century paint
and brushes.

Vice President Karl H. Neugebauer, Bill Brimmer,
John K. Watts, Julia Donahue and Stephen Steadman
at the Provincial Guard tent.
torical Society Council Member Joyce Munger
ts the fu se fo r a cannon salute.

Watertown’s Provincial Guard was working
hard at recruiting new members. Several members of
the militia group addressed inquiries from guests

about the practice of historical interpretation,
including questions from two girls in their early teens
that were interested in colonial reenacting.
The Native American Sacred Circle ceremony
began each day at noon when the public was
entertained with ceremonial dances and songs. The
Native American participants had many of their
beautiful crafts on display and for sale and answered
questions about their meaning and each tribe’s unique
cultural traditions.

items including Treaty Day and Children’s
Workshops, and was granted $3,500.
With the help of this generous gift, we were
able to continue and expand events in our very
popular Children’s Activities Tent
Colonial games including Ball and Cup, Nine
Pin (Table Bowling), Draughts (Checkers) and
Graces (Hoop Toss) were enjoyed by many parents
and children.

Enjoying a game o f Draughts under the Children's
Activities Tent
Our Sack Race was so “in demand” this year
that we held several races in different age categories,
both days. The children so enjoyed this activity that
the races continued even when the prizes ran out.
Several children in the photo below visited
the Native American tent where face painting was
being offered.

Father and son prepare fo r one o f the Native
American ceremonial dances.

The “under JO years old” contestants line up at the
Sack Race starting line.

Earlier this year, because of money provided
by Harvard University and O’Neill Properties,
nonprofit organizations in Watertown were invited to
apply for charitable awards through the Watertown
Community Enrichment Fund. The Historical Society
submitted an application, with proposed budget line

Under a big, shady tree, Corresponding
Secretary and Council member Mary Spiers held
many children’s attention with story-telling periods
which included the lavishly illustrated “The Ride c
Paul Revere” and “Sam the Minuteman.”
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1776, as well as the location of the signing of the
Treaty of Watertown. The Society is pursuing
grants to restore the house as a museum.
Closing Ceremonies were conducted by Jack
Piantedosi, Major of Watertown’s Provincial Guard
and organizer of the event for the last three years.
The Closing Ceremony began at 3:00 Sunday
afternoon with the reading of the Treaty by Town
Councilor at Large and Governor’s Council
Member Marilyn Pettito Devaney who gave a clear
and poignant reading of the Treaty as she has done
for most of our Treaty Day celebrations. In 1998,
the Historical Society had the Treaty restored. It
resides in the Massachusetts State Archives on
Dorchester Bay.
MikMaq Grand Captain Frank Nevin came
down from Nova Scotia again this year and spoke
about the importance of the signing of this treaty
and the connection it produced between the Native
American people and United States.

The new “hands-on” activity this year was
learning about silhouettes and how to make them.
Information at the table about this activity read:
T A IN T E D S IL H O U E T T E S O F T H E L A T E
18™ C E N T U R Y - In th e 18"' c e n tu r y , b efo r e
p h o to g r a p h y w a s in v e n te d , silh o u e tte s b eca m e
th e c h e a p e s t, q u ic k e s t a n d m o st a c c u r a te m eth o d
o f p r e s e r v in g o n e ’s lik e n e ss. In a b o u t 1 760,
a r tis ts s p e c ia liz in g in silh o u e tte s (o r shades as
th ey w e r e th e n c a lle d ) b e g a n to o ffe r th eir
s e r v ic e s fo r j u s t a fe w sh illin g s. F o r th is
r e a s o n a b le s u m , a s itte r co u ld h a v e h is fe a tu r e s
r e p r o d u c e d in p r o file as e ith e r a b la c k p a p e r c u t
o u t o r a s a n in k p a in tin g .”

Stencils of several different silhouettes were
available, including Native American and Colonial
profiles, and an eagle. The children traced these
stencils onto black paper with a white pen. After
cutting out the silhouette they had traced, they used
a glue stick to affix it to a white paper plate. Voila!!
Their very own hand-made silhouette!

Newsletter Editor Joyce Kelly, Vice President Karl
Huntington Neugebauer and new volunteer Irene
Royds at the Historical Society table
After addresses by Town Clerk Jack Flynn
on behalf of the Town Council, and Joyce Munger
on behalf of the Historical Society, Major Jack
Piantedosi presented Grand Captain Frank Nevin
with a framed copy of the Treaty of Watertown.
Frank presented Jack with a figurine that represents
the “7 districts of Nova Scotia.” (The black figurine
can be seen on the table in front of the Provincial
Guard in the picture on Page 1 of this newsletter.)
Two years ago, artist Joe Veno produced a
stunning painting depicting the signing of the Treaty
in the Provincial Council Chamber. The painting
illustrates James Bowdoin Esq and the MikMaq

Mother and child busy creating silhouettes under the
Children’s Activities Tent
The Historical Society had a table at the
event and gave out transcribed copies of the Treaty
of Watertown and provided information to the
public about the Edmund Fowle House at 28
Marshall
Street,
which
is
the
Society’s
headquarters. The Edmund Fowle house was built
circa 1742 and was the meeting place for
Committees of the Provincial Congress in 17753
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Grand Captain, Ambrose Var, sitting at a table
getting ready to sign the Treaty, with a group of
Colonials standing behind Bowdoin and a group of
Native Americans standing behind Var. Copies of
this print were available for sale this year at the
Historical Society table, along with copies of the
original Treaty.
At the end of the Closing Ceremonies, Frank
Nevin treated the crowd to the “M iq’maq Honor
Song.”
The seventh annual Historic Preservation
Awards were held on Wednesday, May 8, 2003 at the
Commander’s Mansion. These awards are given by
the Watertown Historical Commission to honor local
individuals and groups for their efforts in historic
preservation in Watertown.
The 2003 Historical Resources Preservation
Award was given to the Historical Society for its
Treaty Day Celebration, noting that this event
supports “the efforts of preserving historical
resources and provides accessibility to them to the
entire community."
The Society continues to remember the late
Will Basque, who was the catalyst in bringing this
treaty to light in Massachusetts and inspiring the
Historical Society’s yearly celebration of Treaty
Day.

The prize winners were:
American Girl Doll- Gail Palozzolo
Patriotic Basket- Kathleen Nuhn
Presidents Coloring book- Irene Royds
Native American Coloring Book- Mai Whitney
Dream Catcher- Pauline Alarie
Congratulations to all of our winners!!!

Newsletter Editor and Council Member Joyce Kelly
at the Historical Society table at Faire on the Square
(Photo courtesy o f Clint Knight)

FORMER PRESIDENT
UPDATE

FAIRE ON THE SQUARE
RAFFLE WINNERS

As you may have noticed, former president
Sigrid Reddy Watson is no longer listed as one of the
Councilors for the Historical Society. We thought that
many of our readers might be wondering why. I am
happy to report that Sigrid married Ric Terman on
July 19th in Meredith, New Hampshire and moved to
Falls Church, Virginia in August.
Sigrid and Ric re-connected at their annual
school reunion in Princeton last year, having known
each other in school in China 67 years before! (Both
Ric and Sigrid grew up in China.) Ric is a geologist
and is retired from the USGS but is still actively
engaged in Pacific Rim nations and their natural
resources. He is also a Board member and former
Chair of the Falls Church Historical Commission.
Losing the ability to tap into Sigrid’s vast
knowledge of our town and its history on a regular

The Historical Society of Watertown
happily joined in the festivities again of this year’s
Faire on the Square by having a table underneath
the big tent in Saltonstall Park. In addition to
handing out information about W atertown’s history
and selling books on many historical subjects, we
also raffled off “Kaya”, the newest historical
character in the American Girl Doll collection.
“Kaya” was donated to us by the Pleasant Company
of Wisconsin in order to help us raise income for
our Educational Fund for schoolchildren
Our other big raffle prize was a Patriotic
Basket made up of a variety of red-white-and-blue
items. The arrangement was put together and donated
by Library Trustee Chair and Historical Society
member Lucia Mastrangelo.
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has brought this combined mix of education and
entertainment to numerous school children, Women’s
Clubs and Historical Societies throughout the state.
Several of these organizations contacted the
Governor’s office to inform him about the Boston
actress’s creative style and entertaining presentations.
On July 23rd, Governor Mitt Romney
presented Julia with both a Governor’s Citation and
an official Governor’s Council Proclamation
honoring her as the “Official” Abigail Adams of the
Commonwealth for the tireless effort she has put into
portraying Abigail Adams to so many different
groups. Extensive research is required to accurately
interpret a historic personality of Abigail Adams’ ilk.

basis wili be felt greatly by the Society Council and
members of our community.
She has graciously agreed to allow us
continue to publish in our newsletter, from time to
time, selections from her former “Echoes” articles,
the historic column she wrote for the Watertown
TAB.

We are sure that Sigird will now become
acquainted with Falls Church history and involved in
the educational outreach and preservation of her new
surroundings. We wish her well in her future
endeavors.

SOCIETY COUNCILOR
PROCLAIMED “OFFICIAL”
ABIGAIL ADAMS
OF THE COMMONWEALTH

Julia Donahue, Marilyn Devaney and Governor Mitt
Romney in the Governor's office at the State House
The ceremony was held in the Governor’s
office at the State House and was covered by the
State House Press Staff. Among the guests were
Watertown’s Councilor-at-Large and Governor’s
Council member Marilyn Petito Devaney, and Julia’s
parents, Billie and Dr. Jerome Flamm, who came in
from New York to attend the event. The Director of
the Freedom Trail Foundation, Linda McConchie,
was also invited, though this honor was not presented
because of Julia’s work with the Freedom Trail, but
rather due to the educational value to the
commonwealth. At the close of the ceremony, Ms.
McConchie presented Julia with a dozen pink roses Abigail’s favorite.
This was an extraordinary mark of distinction
for Julia. The Historical Society is very proud of her

Historical Society Councilor Julia Donahue is
also a Colonial Re-enactor. Besides her portrayals of
Mother Goose and Deborah Sampson (who fought in
the Revolutionary War as a man) that have been
given during Historical Society events and in the
Watertown schools, she also portrays Abigail Adams,
wife of our 2nd President John Adams and mother of
our 6lh President John Quincy Adams.
Abigail Adams is one of the characters she
brings to life while conducting tours as an actress
with Boston’s Freedom Trail Foundation, and
certainly her most popular. Through Abigail, Julia
5
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work and extremely pleased to have her as a member
o f our Council and our Living History Program.

The November 6 meeting w ill feature Dr.
Romin Koebel who w ill present a slideshow lecture
on architect Charles Bulfinch entitled “Bulfinch’s
Boston.”
The March 4 event w ill be a Living History'
portrayal o f “Mary Dyer, Quaker” given by Historic
Re-enactor Jessa Piaia.
Our May 6 Annual M eeting w ill be conducted
by Patrick M. Leehey who w ill offer a slideshow
lecture on “Paul Revere’s Life and a History o f the
Paul Revere House.”
A ll o f these programs are on Thursday nights
at 7:00 and are being held in the Council Chamber o f
the Town Hall at 149 Main Street in Watertown
Square. A ll programs are free and open to the public.

NEW M EM BERS
The past year has brought many new
members to the Historical Society, bringing our total
membership to 160.
Cynthia Aghamianz
Laura Blustein
Katherine Button
Linda Coxall
Leonard M. Frisoli
John Gibbons
Lawrence Kessenich
Emesta & Mark Kraczkiewicz
Marsha Lenhoff
Anne M. Manning
Theresa McGoldrick
Pamela Pinsky
M ichael R oselli
Irene Royds
M elinda Shay
Mary C. Spiers
Eric Swoyer
Karen Thomas
Robert Wainwright
Matthew Walter

HELP!! SOCIETY SEEKS
HOSPITALITY DIRECTOR
The Historical Society is still in need o f an
individual (or two) to arrange for cookies and punch
to be available at our public programs held in March,
May, September and November. This volunteer
position includes purchasing light refreshments (forx J
which you w ill be reimbursed), setting up the
refreshment table before and breaking down the table
after the event.
If you are interested in helping out, please call
Joyce at 617-923-9318.

W e want to w elcom e all o f our new members
and thank them for their support o f the Historical
Society. We hope they enjoy many fulfilling years
with us.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL
MEMBERS
Leslie Whitney - President
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
J. Thomas Franklin - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary/

PUBLIC PROGRAM THEM E
IS COLONIAL BOSTON
The Historical Society’s Public Programming
this fiscal year w ill focus on Colonial Boston.
Our September 18th m eeting was given by
Jackie Jacobs o f Boston By Foot. Jackie presented a
slide-show lecture entitled ‘T h e Four Shapes o f
Boston” exploring the history o f B oston’s
topography and architecture.

C ou n cilors:
Lou Allegro
James Bean
Gurdon Buck
Robert Childs
Julia Donahue
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
Richard Najarian
Jack Piantedosi
Sharon Risso
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“SAVE THE EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE”
FUNDRAISER
On Friday, October 24, 2003 the Historical
Society o f Watertown kicked off their “Save the
Edmund Fowle House” Campaign with a gala event
at the Oakley Country Club. The Historical Society
needs to raise approximately $500,000 through
donations and grants in order to renovate this
nationally significant historic home and create a
nands-on museum for the future generations of
Watertown. Our goal is to create an historic legacy
for future generations, to create a space to preserve
historic documents, artifacts, and genealogical
information for public access, and to serve as a base
for our outreach programs.
The Edmund Fowle House was built c. 1742
at the corner of what is now Mt. Auburn and Marshall
Streets. It was moved to its present location in 1872.

This special affair was the brainchild of
Historical Society President Leslie Whitney, who has
had experience fundraising for other non-profit
organizations.
An incredible amount of preparation went
into planning this event. Letters, phone calls and
personal visits were made to many people and
businesses requesting sponsorship of the event and
soliciting donations for the planned raffle and silent
auction.

A rendering o f our vision o f the Edmund Fowle
House in the future, produced and donated by Sasaki
Associates, Inc o f Watertown

The Edmund Fowle House at 26-28 Marshall Street

The event was co-chaired by Assistant
Treasurer and Grant Writer Audrey Jones Childs. A

V

committee made up of Leslie Whitney, Audrey Jones
Childs, Corresponding Secretary and Program
Director Mary Spiers, and Newsletter Editor Joyce
Kelly chose the paper stock and wording for the
invitations. Audrey designed and produced the
brochure with the editorial assistance of Leslie
Whitney and Fowle House Building and Grounds
Committee Chair Bob Childs. The table tent cards,
membership invitations and special guest invitations
were each created by Audrey, including the graphics.
Audrey also played a major role in the organization
of the event which included a great deal of computer
work where she managed to produce over 360
invitations, the tent cards and the RSVP responses
during a power failure and many computer crashes.
Center pieces for the tables was another issue
to consider. Historical Society Education Committee
Chair (and Principal of the Cunniff School) Sharon
Risso suggested that pumpkins painted and decorated
by the Watertown school children would be a great
way to get them involved and help make them and
their parents aware of our efforts with the Fowle
House. Sharon submitted an article about the
pumpkin decorating to the Watertown TAB which
was printed the day of the event.

good idea for the schools to be involved in the
fundraiser. My conversation with our after-school
coordinator, Patty Donovan, and our art teacher,
Dan Dressier, about decorating pumpkins was v e r
positive. Mrs. Donovan agreed to supervise the’—*
project.
During a visit to a grocer, I met Jim Kelleher
o f Kelleher and Sons Landscaping. As I explained
the project and the fact that I was looking for a
"deal" on the pumpkins, he told me that had
attended the Cunniff School and had fond memories
of his days there. As a parent he had donated
pumpkins to his own son’s school the previous year
and would like to give back to the school by
donating the pumpkins himself. Not only did he
donate the pumpkins, he delivered them!
It took about a week for the students in the
after-school program (Voyager) to decorate the
pumpkins. They were given a choice o f style and
materials to use to decorate their pumpkins.
Students were each given one to decorate and take
home, and then another one to decorate for the
tables. Students had a great time.”
Students o f the Cunniff School Voyager
Program and the Hosmer School Extended Day
Program, who range in age from pre-K to grade 4
created pumpkins that resembled angels, w itc h e s ,^
flags, rainbows and many with other unique
designs. Guests were very excited to be able to
choose one or two to take home after the event

"Angel" pumpkin centerpiece surrounded by other
decorated pumpkins and leaves, and a “tent card"
explaining how they were acquired

Betsey and Hal Cutler from the Sudbuiy Minute Men
& Militia, Audrey Jones Childs and Jack Piantedosi
Major o f Watertown s Provincial Guard, our town's
militia group

Ms. Risso also submitted the following article
to us:
“As a member o f the education community
in Watertown, and having been on the receiving end
of the Society's programs, I thought it would be a

Our event began at 6:00 PM and attendees
were greeted at the door by one of our many colonial ^
re-enactors dressed in period clothing. Five of the
i

Historical Society’s sixteen Council Members are
historical re-enactors, some o f several different
periods, and all came dressed in colonial attire, as did
a couple of our guests.
Following hors d ’oeuvres o f fruit and a
cheese/cracker selection, a light buffet was provided
including Caesar and green salad, turkey, gravy,
roasted potatoes and mixed julienne vegetables.

During coffee and tea, Councilor and
Building and Grounds Chair, Bob Childs spoke about
the significance o f the Edmund Fowle House and
why it is so important that we save and preserve this
pre-Revolutionary War house that is more than 260
years old.

Corresponding Secretary> and Program Director
M aty Spiers with Vice President Karl Huntington
Neugebauer

Historical Society Council Members Julia Donahue,
Jack Piantedosi, and President Leslie Whitney
The brochure created for this event succinctly
stated the importance of the Edmund Fowle House:
“ H istorical
S ig n ifica n ce: The Edmund
Fowle House holds nationally significant importance
in our country’s history and should be maintained as
a living archive for future generations. It is the second
oldest remaining house in Watertown. The property
was purchased by Edmund Fowle October 20, 1747.
The most historically significant period of the
House was during the first two years of the American
Revolution, 1775-1776. Meetings of the Executive
Council of the Second and Third Provincial
Congresses were held on the second floor of the
House.
In addition, The Treaty of Watertown was
signed at the Edmund Fowle House on July 19, 1776.
It is a Treaty of Alliance and Friendship between the
Governors of the Massachusetts Bay Colony (referred
to in the Treaty as the “State of Massachusetts Bay”),
and the delegates o f the St. John’s and Mi’kmaq
Tribes of Indians. This is the first treaty to be signed
by the newly formed United States with a foreign
power (the Native Americans).
Threat: The Edmund Fowle House is in
fragile condition which is due to weather damage and

Society Councilors Don Buck and Sharon Risso
Our guest speaker, David Kruh, then took the
stage, so to speak. Mr. Kruh is the author of many
books on a variety of historical subjects. He
entertained our group with an amusing and
informative slide-show lecture on “The Evolution of
Scollay Square.”
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inability to maintain the property due to lack of
funds.”

known as one of the most skilled producers of
architectural renderings in the Boston area, and their
President, Ken Basset. Milena and Ken introduced
Tom and Bob to Mark Dawson, a principal in the
firm (and the son-in-law of Historical Society'-*
Councilor Joyce Munger).
All were quite interested in providing such
support as they could. Bob met with Milena at the
house a few times where he explained the history of
the house and our renovation plans. A few months
later Sasaki Associates produced the beautiful
renderings and plans that were displayed at the
October fundraiser. Sasaki also made a generous
financial pledge and has promised ongoing support as
we progress toward final renovation of the house.

Bob Childs and Leslie Whitney with the Sasaki
display o f renderings o f the future Fowle House
Mr. Childs went into much more detail on
the history of the House and recounted the
temporary repairs that have been done and that are
planned to be done immediately to stave off any
more damage that might be done during this winter
if we don’t take precautions.
He also described our vision of the House in
the future through renderings done by and
contributed by Sasaki Associates, Inc.

Meeting Room of the Execirtivo Council , Second Floor

Sasaki rendering o f the restored Council Chamber
where meetings o f the Executive Council o f the
Second and Third Provincial Congresses were held
and the Treaty o f Watertown was signed
The above picture shows our vision of the
restored Executive Council Chamber. Many years
ago, this space was divided into two rooms. In fact,
the fireplace on the right is now partially in the closet
of one of the two rooms. Also, the fireplace opening
has been filled in.
Sasaki also produced a rendering of our
vision of the room that was the original kitchen.
The Fowle House was originally located at
what is now the corner of Mt. Auburn and Marshall
Streets. In 1871 it was in danger o f being demolished
due to the planned widening of Mt. Auburn Street,
then Mill Street. Architect Charles Brigham knew of
the Fowle House history and significance and to keep
it from being destroyed, he had it moved to its present

Councilors Joyce Kelly and Joyce Manger
During one of our Historical Society Business
Meetings, Recording Secretary Tom Franklin and
Bob Childs brought up the idea that Sasaki
Associates might be interested in supporting our
program to renovate the Fowle House. They are one
of the largest architectural firms in the Boston area
and maintain their offices in Watertown. Tom knows
one of their architects, Milena Haskovec, who is
4

location on Marshall Street, which was just being laid
out and the land was being parceled out for new
homes.

Sasaki rendering o f our vision o f the restored kitchen
When the house was moved, the central
chimney that linked all of the fireplaces had to be
dismantled and left behind. Only the part of the
chimney above the second floor was moved along
with the house. (As you may remember, last year the
Society had the portion above the roof dismantled and
historically reconstructed in order to repair some
.eakage into the second floor hallway.)
The house was converted to a 2-family house.
A “telescope” addition was added on in back which
included a kitchen and back hallway for each
apartment. A porch and entryway was added on the
side of the house and a staircase was created to reach
the upstairs for #26 Marshall Street.

The Historical Society’s library at 26 Marshall Street
\vas the original kitchen in the Edmund Fowle House

The picture at the bottom of this page shows
the Historical Society’s library today This renovation
was done in 1965, along with an extensive renovation
of the South Parlor. The large bookcase/artifact case
used to be the location of the original kitchen
fireplace. The glass doors with locks were made in
1978 for the built-in shelves in order to house
permanent displays.
Before supper at our event, guests were given
an opportunity to look over the tables displaying our
raffle and silent auction items that were donated by so
many munificent businesses and individuals. Items of
all kinds were offered: paintings, restaurant
certificates, hair and nail appointments, museum
tickets, fitness coupons, photo shoots, gift baskets,
and more. Guests were very generous in their bids
and raffle ticket purchases.
The event resulted in a $7,000 profit with all
proceeds going to the renovation of the Edmund
Fowle House.

BUILDING AND GROUNDS
UPDATE
While the Historical Society is seeking funds
for the restoration of the Edmund Fowle House,
preventive maintenance and repairs must also be done
on the house to prevent further damage that may be
caused by the weather or routine wear and tear.
Robert Najarian of RGN Construction has
been working with Building and Grounds Chair Bob
Childs on identifying areas in the house that need
attention. Mr. Najarian has been retained by the
Society to do several repairs that should be attended
to before the onslaught of winter:
1. The bottom panel o f the front door at #28
has decayed and is askew in its intended location. The
door will be replaced. The existing door will be
removed and restored as best as possible for reinstallation in the future, if it is deemed historical.
2. The top rail of the sash window in the
bathroom on the 2nd floor of #26 has separated from
the bottom window unit. Plywood, painted to match
the house, will be set in the window opening to
prevent weather from further aggravating the
situation.

3. Approximately 6-12 damaged floor treads
on the side and rear stairs and the side and rear
porches w ill be repaired or replaced.
4. There is a significant leak occurring in the
comer o f the back hallway o ff the kitchen in #26.
Lead flashing is to be installed within the body o f the
gutter at the outside com er in an attempt to secure the
leak.
As you can imagine, upkeep o f the Fowle
House can be very expensive and must be continuous
lest we lose W atertown’s last tie to the Revolutionary
War. Any donation to our House Fund would be
greatly appreciated.

Giver’s N am e:________________________________
Giver’s Address:_______________________________
Giver’s City, State, Zip:________________________

Members w ill
receive
our quarterly
publication o f our newsletter The Town Crier,
invitations to our public m eetings which are held in
September, November, March and May, and
invitations to any special events occurring during the
year, including our annual celebration o f Treaty Day
with our Native American associates.
Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
COUNCIL M EETING
SCHEDULE

SOCIETY SEEKS
REFRESHM ENT
COORDINATOR

The Historical Society Council conducts their
Business M eetings on the third W ednesday o f the
month in the Town Hall at 7:00 PM. These meetings
are open to the public. Please feel free to join us. Our
next scheduled m eetings are:
January 21st, February 18th, March 17th and
April 21st. Our meetings w ill also be listed in the
Watertown TAB.

The Society is still in need o f an individual
(or two) to arrange for food and drink at our public
programs held in March, May, September and
November. This volunteer position includes
purchasing light refreshments (for which you will be
reimbursed), setting up the refreshment table before
and breaking down the table after the event.
If you are interested in helping out, please call
Joyce at 781-899-1331.

M EM BERSHIP
APPLICATION

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL
MEMBERS

Nam e:________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________
City, State, Z ip:________________________________

Karl Huntington Neugebauer - V ice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
J. Thomas Franklin - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary/

_____ Individual $15.00
_____ Senior / Student $10.00
_____ Family $25.00
_____ Individual Sponsor $50.00
_____ Corporate Sponsor $100.00

Councilors:
Lou Allegro
James Bean
Gurdon Buck
Robert Childs
Julia Donahue
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce K elly - Newsletter Editor
Richard Najarian
Jack Piantedosi
Sharon Risso

If you would like to give a gift membership to
a friend or fam ily member, please provide your name
and address so that w e may notify the recipient.
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EXTANT HISTORIC HOUSES
Although many of the old houses of
Watertown have been demolished to make way for
“progress”, a few of these treasures have been saved
by caring individuals with a soft spot for days gone
by and an interest in what happened in the past.
In 1982, through funds provided by the
United States Department of Housing and Urban
Development, the Watertown Historic Resources
Inventory was compiled by employees of the
Architectural Preservation Associates of Cambridge,
Massachusetts. This Inventory identifies buildings
that contribute to or illustrate the growth of
Watertown and the development of its architecture.
Two of the houses listed in this report will be
discussed in this quarter’s newsletter:

furnishings business in Boston called the Reversible
Collar Company and was President of the Union
Market National Bank. He was one of the Founders
of the bank in 1873. A Watertown Street Directory
from 1882 also lists him as President of Knapp Shade
Roller Co on Fayette Street.
According to Watertown Annual Reports of
the late 1800s, Mr. March worked on the celebration
for the Centennial at Lexington & Concord, was a
Library Trustee for 20 years, and was the Library
Treasurer for several of them.

119 PALFREY STREET
You may have driven by the impressive
Italianate structure at 119 Palfrey Street in the last
year and noticed that it has slowly been going
through major renovations. It has been bought by an
individual who is turning it back into a private
residence.
This gorgeous house is listed in the above
mentioned Historic Resources Inventory as being
built between 1850 and 1874. The construction firm
that is renovating the house, J. Plante & Sons, has
been able to narrow the year down. One of the beams
uncovered in the house had written on it, “Napoleon
Carbonneau - Carpenter, 1860.”
The house was built for George N. March, a
dry goods merchant who owned a gentlemen’s

119 Palfrey St under construction in April 2003
Last spring Joe Plante, owner of J. Plante and
Sons, the Construction Company contracted to do the
renovations, showed me a beautiful wooden mantle
they had taken off a fireplace in one of the rooms on
the first floor. It had a large “W” elaborately carved

into it. Perhaps the “W ” stood for Watertown. It is
evident that Mr. March appreciated and was very
involved in his community.
The original property was much larger and
included a formal garden and orchards. The granite
wall, which surrounded the property, can still be seen
on the Palfrey Street side of the house and the houses
adjacent.
Following March’s death in 1895, his son and
widow maintained the house and business.
Records in the Assessor’s Office at Town
Hall show that the property was sub-divided in 1951.
Up until then, this section of Palfrey Street was
covered in woods with a scattered handful of elegant
Victorian homes. At this time the building became
Jeannette’s Nursing Home. The facility cared for
between 15 and 20 resident patients.
In 1965, the building and the now reduced
acreage were sold to Edward Ryerson. Here Ryerson
founded the Palfrey Street School, an accredited
coeducational day Liberal Arts school for grades 9
through 12. The school offered a college preparatory
program, small classes and individualized attention
for up to 60 students.

A graduating class in front o f the Palfrey Street
School in the 1970s
Photo courtesy o f Phyllis DiAndrea o f Palfrey Street
An article in the Watertown Press from
10/13/66 states “The home was built in the grand
style of the 1870s and the renovations for use as a
school has maintained the character of the building,
with rooms converted to school use and the basement
converted to a shop, science lab, and student lounge.”
The carriage house in back was being converted to an
assembly hall.

By 1972, an adjoining piece of property at 34
Oliver Street, with room for 30 children, was being
used as the Palfrey Community Preschool. All three
of these buildings were situated on 3/4 of an acre of
land.
In 1991, the property changed hands again
and became the Concord Assabet School, a non-profit
organization providing comprehensive mental health
and human services for children and adolescents. The
school housed up to 14 boys ages 13 through 17.
In 2001, the Concord Assabet School moved
to a new location, leaving the property available for
purchase.
The new owner began renovations in 2003.
The porte-cochere is gone; however, the attractive
cupola with its round-arched windows will remain.
Though the windows of the cupola do not exceed the
highest point on Palfrey Street, they still afford an
extraordinary view of the area.

134 MAIN STREET
The law offices building at 134 Main Street is
one of the oldest colonial structures in Watertown
Square still standing, dating back to 1785. The owner
of the building, Attorney Steve Winnick, was very
interested in its history when he bought it back in
1982 and has done extensive title research, reaching
back to when the property was owned by Bezaleel
Learned, a farmer, and sold to William Leathe, a
blacksmith, in 1781.
Bezaleel was the son of Thomas Learned,
who, among other trades, ran a tavern on Main Street
in the vicinity where Spring Street is now located.
The title states that Learned sold Leathe “two
thirds of a quarter of an acre by estimation” for 60
pounds. Both of these men are listed in “Watertown's
Military History” as serving in the Revolutionary
War.
A building was constructed on this property
and William Leathe ran his blacksmith shop out of
the first floor of the building and lived upstairs.
In 1800 Leathe sold “one quarter of an acre of
land by estimation with a dwelling house and other
buildings thereon standing” to his son, William Jr. a
baker. This section of Watertown was one of the
earliest to be developed commercially. Main Street
was a principal thruway. Stagecoaches and wagons
passed by daily and travelers stayed overnight at the
many taverns that dotted the street.

After W illiam’s death, the property was sold
again in 1825 to Francis Leathe, perhaps a brother,
but most certainly a relative. In 1841, a fire broke out
one night between midnight and one in the morning
in Francis Leathe’s bakery at the corner of Church
and Main Streets. The stables of the Spring Hotel
next door were burned. The Unitarian Church, where
Reverend Con vers Francis preached, also burned to
the ground. The fire was still raging at 3:00 AM. The
Boston Traveler reported this fire to be the worst
blaze in W atertown’s history as of that date. (The
First Parish Unitarian Church was rebuilt. The new
striking wooden gothic structure stood on Church
Street until its demolition in 1975.)
Francis Leathe died circa January 1842. His
will makes specific reference for building and
finishing a new house upon the foundation of the one
recently destroyed by fire. The house was rebuilt at a
cost of $2,370.15. Obviously, many buildings in
Watertown Square were affected by the great fire of
1841.
-Editor’s note - I am currently reading a
scrapbook of newspaper articles written between
1900 and 1912 that pertain to Watertown. To my
delight, I came across a couple of articles written by
Watertown artist Ellen Robbins (1828-1905) and
manufacturer of “Barker Shirts”, J. G. Barker, (also
born in 1828) reminiscing about growing up in
Watertown that mentioned the “great fire of 1841.”
After changing hands a couple of more times,
the property was sold to Patrick Loftis and James
Hughes in 1863. They sub-divided the property Loftis taking the front part of the property facing
Main Street, and Hughes taking the back part of the
lot. Easement and well rights are referred to in the
deed as “being laid out by the parties to this deed as a
passageway for the use in common of the two
estates.” This parcel of land is described as “forever
the right at all times of passing and repassing on foot
or with carriage over a strip of land 12’ in width and
74’3” deep...” The right of passage is still in effect
today.
In 1864, Loftis sold his parcel of land with a
dwelling house to Catherine Richardson. A Street
Directory from 1874 lists her husband, Peter, as
running a hotel called the “Shamrock House” at this
location. These names call attention to the increase of
Irish immigrants that had begun to settle in
„ Watertown.

In 1878 the property was sold to John
Gleason and in 1917 to Patrick Gleason. In 1920 it
was sold to William Andrews. A Street Directory
from 1917 lists “Andrews and Gleason Undertakers” at this location.

This photo shows the James Bum s house on the left,
(demolished circa 1942) where the Post Office is now
located, and 134 Main Street on the right.
Photo courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library

This is a piece o f the previous photo, blown up, with
the “Andrews and Gleason - Undertakers” sign
clearly visible.
Photo courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library
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For much of the time between World War I
and 1971, this property was used as an undertaker
service and later, for a short period of time, a funeral
home. During this time and the years before, wakes
were conducted in people’s houses. The preparation
of the body and the viewing would all take place in
one’s home. As the practice of viewing the body in a
funeral parlor became more popular, the business at
this location tapered off. The building was very small
and could not accommodate a large number of
people.
In 1971 the property was sold to Edward
Kavenagh, who made use of it as law and insurance
offices.
In 1982 the property was sold to Steve
Winnick, the present owner, who has turned the
building into law offices. The building was in
disrepair when he bought it. Winnick gutted and
reconstructed the inside of the building and renovated
the outside. During these rebuilding efforts, charred
timbers were discovered. Perhaps the charring of the
timbers occurred during the great fire of 1841.
In 1986, Winnick tore down the red barn on
the back of the property and built an L-shaped
addition with parking underneath.
The dates and ownership transfers listed in
this article were all researched by Steve Winnick,
who took a great interest in the history of this
property when he bought it. I thank him for his help
with this story.

the Watertown Free Public Library in the Reference
Department on the second floor.

PIPES BURST AT THE
EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE
During the cold snap last January, a member
on the Historical Society’s Council arrived at the
Historical Society’s headquarters, the Edmund Fowle
House at 28 Marshall Street, and found water pouring
out of the pipes in the cabinet underneath the kitchen
sink. The pipes must have burst just a minute before
she walked in the door because only a portion of
kitchen floor was yet wet, but it was growing. She
called 911 and was told someone was on their way.
She stood catching water with 2 pots, 1 at a time, and
emptying them into the sink.
The police showed up within 5 minutes and
turned off the main valve in the basement. Three
firefighters showed up a few minutes after that. They
turned off the water under the kitchen sink so that the
main valve could be turned back on and we would be
able to keep the heat on in the house. They also
pointed out the holes, 1 in each pipe, where the water
was coming out. They were very kind and very
helpful.
Our treasured Edmund Fowle House was
built c.1742. Meetings of the Executive Council of
the Second and Third Provincial Congresses were
held on the second floor of the House during the
first two years of the American Revolution.
In addition, The Treaty of Watertown was
signed at the Edmund Fowle House on July 19, 1776.
This Treaty of Alliance and Friendship between the
Governors of the Massachusetts Bay Colony (referred
to in the Treaty as the “State of Massachusetts Bay”),
and the delegates of the St. John’s and Mi’kmaq
Tribes of Indians was the first treaty to be signed by
the newly formed United States with a foreign power
(the Native Americans).
It also houses an extensive archive of
written Watertown history, including all of the
minutes of the Historical Society’s meetings dating
back to 1888.
Tens of thousands of dollars worth of damage
might have occurred, in fact, the structure of the

134 Main Street, photo taken in March 2004
The Watertown Historic Resource Inventory
lists upward of 100 buildings with their descriptions
and some of their history. A copy can be viewed at
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house could have been destroyed, if not for the quick
action o f the Police and Fire Depts.
Society Council member and Major o f
W atertown’s M ilitia group, the Provincial Guard,
Jack Piantedosi, mentioned this incident in passing to
an acquaintance at Clover Oil. They have kindly
volunteered to do a plumbing rework o f the drain
system in the house on a pro bono basis.
The Historical Society Council is very
grateful for their generosity.

events sponsored by the Society. Some o f our
pictures are posted in the “Photos” link. There is also
a “M essages” link in case you have something to say.
This is just a temporary site. Funding and
volunteers are needed to update and maintain a more
permanent location.

TREATY DAY 2004
Plans are being made for our Treaty Day 2004
event. For the last 2 years our celebration has taken
place in O’Connell Field on Mount Auburn Street, in
front o f Brigham House, the former East Junior High
School. The venue is a spacious location, easy to get
to and highly visible from the street. Participants will
begin setting up Friday night, July 16th and the
festivities w ill take place all day Saturday, July 17th
and Sunday, July 18th with Closing Ceremonies
Sunday afternoon.

UPCO M ING ANNUAL
ELECTIO N O F OFFICERS
W ith regrets, w e accepted the resignation o f
our recently elected President, Leslie W hitney, in
December. She has m oved to Vermont and is
attending culinary school, som ething she has longed
to do for many years.
W e w ill m iss L eslie’s energy and innovative
ideas. She sparked interest and enthusiasm among the
Society’s Councilors. W e wish her w ell in her future
endeavors.
V ice President Karl H. Neugebauer has
m oved into position as A cting President. Society
Councilor Julia Donahue has been approved as
Acting V ice President. Our Annual M eeting on May
6th w ill include the 2004 election o f officers.
For a listing o f all Board members o f the
Historical Society o f W atertown, please refer to the
last section o f this newsletter.

ONE-TIM E VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES
The Historical Society is run com pletely by
volunteers. W e have 15 Board members who are kept
quite busy trying to run the business o f the Society.
W e rely on other volunteers to help us out at our
events. Upcom ing opportunities include:

Yard Sale - Saturday, May I s' -1 0 :0 0 - 2:00
Set up o f tables and items - 9:00 - 10:00
A ssisting our shoppers - 10:00 - 11:00
A ssisting our shoppers - 12:00 0 1:00
Packing up leftovers from tables - 2:00 - 3:00
Public M eeting - Thursday - M ay 6th - 7:00 - 9:00
Pouring soda for our guests - 8:15 - 8:45
Treaty Day - Saturday - July 17th -1 1 :0 0 - 5:00
A ssist at Hist Society table - 12:00 - 1:00
A ssist at Children’s table - 1:00 - 2:00
Storytelling (Paul Revere book) Approx 2:00
A ssist at Hist Society table - 3:00 - 4:00
Treaty Day - Sunday - July 18th -1 1 :0 0 - 4:00
A ssist at Hist Society table - 12:00 - 1:00
A ssist at Children’s table - 12:30 - 1:30
Storytelling (Minuteman book) Approx 1:30

H ISTO RICAL SOCIETY
W EBSITE
The Historical Society o f Watertown has a
temporary w ebsite. W e encourage you to take a look.

http://groups.aol.com/hstrclwat
C lick on the link on the left that says,
“Historical Society o f W atertown.” The website was
created by our A cting President, Karl H. Neugebauer.
It includes a listing and description o f upcoming
5

Assist at Hist Society table - 3:00 - 4:00
If you are interested in any of these volunteer
opportunities, please call Joyce at 781-899-1331.

are held in the 3rd floor conference room and are open
to the public. Please feel free to join us. Our next
scheduled meetings are:
April 21s', May 19lh and June 16,h . Our
meetings are also listed in the Watertown TAB.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

GREETINGS FROM
FORMER PRESIDENT

Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year, including
the annual celebration of Treaty Day with our Native
American associates.

Former President Sigrid Reddy Watson and
new husband Ric Terman tied the knot on July 19,
2003 (the 227th anniversary of the signing of the
Treaty of Watertown!!) in Meredith, New Hampshire.
They are living in Falls Church, Virginia. Sigrid
sends her best regards to all her Watertown friends.

N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip:_______________________________
Individual
Senior / Student
Family
Individual Sponsor
Corporate
Corporate Sponsor

$15.00
$10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$100.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

YARD SALE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL
MEMBERS

Don’t forget about our yard sale that is
scheduled for Saturday, May l sl at the Edmund Fowle
House at 28 Marshall Street. Drop by between 10:00
and 2:00 and see what we’ve got.

Karl Huntington Neugebauer - Acting President
Julia Donahue - Acting Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
J. Thomas Franklin - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary/

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
COUNCIL MEETING
SCHEDULE

Councilors:
Lou Allegro
James Bean
Gurdon Buck
Robert Childs
Richard Najarian
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
Jack Piantedosi.....................Sharon Risso

The Historical Society Council conducts their
Business Meetings on the third Wednesday of the
month in the Town Hall at 7:00 PM. These meetings
6
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THE TREATY OF WATERTOWN
In July o f 1996, The Historical Society of
Watertown began celebrating Treaty Day. This
observance commemorates a treaty of alliance and
friendship signed between the Micmac Nation of
northern New England and Canada, and the newly
formed United States. It was the first treaty to
recognize the United States as an independent nation.
The treaty was signed on July 19th, 1776, a mere 15
days after the signing o f the Declaration of
Independence.

Elder Jack Simon, MicMac Grand Captain Frank
Nevin and C hief Onkwatase at our Treaty Day
celebration
Many of our new members, and, perhaps,
several of our not-so-long-standing members may not

be familiar with the particulars of the signing of the
Treaty of Watertown and the details leading up to it. I
wrote the following article for a brochure used for our
1999 Treaty Day celebration during Faire on the
Square and thought it appropriate to acquaint our new
members with the story as we are about to celebrate
the 228th anniversary of the signing of the Treaty and
the Society’s 9th commemoration of the same on July
17th and 18th in O ’Connell Field on Mt. Auburn St.
The treaty was brought to our attention
several years ago by Will Basque, a member of the
MicMac Nation. Mr. Basque got in touch with
Congressman Joseph Moakley to remind the people
of Watertown o f its existence.
During the Revolutionary War, General
Washington was anxious to secure our northern
border. In February 1776, he wrote a letter to the
MicMac Grand Chief asking for his nation’s aid in
the war against the British. A letter was also sent in
October 1775 from the General Court of
Massachusetts Bay. Seven Captains o f the MicMac
and three St. John’s (or Malecite) Captains responded
and arrived in Watertown on July 10, 1776. Major
Shaw “brought them in his sloop from Machias to
Salem, from whence they rode hither in carriage
which were provided for them.” They were asked to
come in person, for not understanding each other’s
language, it would be too difficult to communicate in
writing.
The minutes of the negotiations and the
signing o f the agreement have recently been brought
to light. The minutes report the “the Honorable James
Bowdoin as President to the council, was directed to

Would they all enter heartily and with
T
resolution into the war on our side?
Indians:
Both the Micmac or Cape Sable
Indians, and the St. John’s Indians are all
\
fo r helping Boston. We know their hearts fo r W '
we had a talk with them.

hold the conference with them.” The leaders
identified them selves and their tribal affiliations, and
told the council how many men they could supply to
fight in the coming war.

President:

What number o f men is there in your
several villages and let each confirm
with respect to his own village only.
Ambrose Var: There are sixty men belonging to the
St. Johns tribes.
Joseph:
There are sixty men belonging to my
village , Winsor.
Mattahu:
In my village are eighty men.
JohnBattis: In the village at Cumberland are
forty men.
Peter Andre: There are fifty men at La Have.
Sabattis:
A t Gasper are fifty strong men.
President:
Are there any more villages o f
Indians in Nova Scotia?
Indians:
There are six more villages o f
Micmacs, but we do not know what
number o f men they have.

The President then delivered a speech to
them. Excerpts are as follow s:

President: You have heard that the English
people beyond the great water have taken up
the hatchet and made war against the
English United Colonies in America. We
once looked upon them as our brothers, as
children o f the same fam ily with our selves,
and not only loved them as brothers, but
loved and respected them as our elder
brother. But they have grown old and
covetous. Many o f their great men have
wasted and squandered not only their own
money, but the money o f the public; and
because they cannot obtain in their own
country a sufficiency to support their
excessive luxury, and satiate their desire
they want to take from us our money and our
lands fo r their purposes. And at the same
time to deprive us o f our liberties and make
us slaves. They have already taken away a
great deal o f our money, and many o f our
privileges, and we have borne it with
patience, having only told them that their
doing it was unbrotherly and unkind, and
most earnestly prayed them again and again
to desist from their unfriendly and cruel
treatment o f us. But all our petitions have
been disregarded. And they have trodden
them as waste paper under their feet. After
this ill usage, and repeated insults, we have
refused to part with any more o f our money
and privileges and this refusal has brought
upon us the war in which we are engaged.
Our enemies, before they openly declared
themselves to be such, were received as
friendly and admitted them into our towns
and sea ports, taking advantage o f this
peaceable disposition o f ours. They sent
troops and ships and took possession o f
Boston, and strongly fortified it, expecting ^ 0
we should permit them to do the same with

Council
President
James
Bowdoin,
perceiving that the visitors were tired and hungry,
directed Major Shaw to provide them with “good
lodgings and entertainment.” The m eeting was
adjourned until Friday, July 12th.
Since the guests spoke little or no English,
Mr. John Prince was appointed as interpreter,
assisted by Colonel Lithgow “who understands the
Indian language.” Ambrose Var o f the St. John’s
tribe was chosen as spokesman for the Indians. He
requested a few sim ple things, including “a truck
house and a priest.” A truck house was a store
where the Indians could trade their furs and skins
for m oney, ammunition and provisions.
Ambrose reported that the British had
violated a treaty with them, and that they no longer
trusted a Mr. Anderson, who claimed to represent the
governor o f Halifax, N ova Scotia. He reported that
Anderson had tried to bribe them with money, and a
sword and pistol, which Ambrose then presented to
the Council. Council President Bowdoin then asked
about their consideration o f entering into a treaty with
the colonists.

President: What is the disposition o f the
Micmac and St. John’s Tribes in general?
2

other places, till they had secured the whole
country.
But they fo u n d themselves
mistaken. For when a large body o f them
went from Boston secretly by night into our
country, in the month o f April last year, and
killed some o f our people, burnt or damaged
many o f their homes, stole and destroyed
much o f their property and committed otheracts o f cruelty, a number o f our warriors
assembled and drove them back and killed a
great many o f them. (This is in reference to
the Battle of Lexington and Concord.) And a
little while after, killed a greater number o f
them at Charlestown, with comparatively
little loss o f lives on our side, the war being
thus began. (This is in reference to the
Battle of Bunker Hill.)
We have given you this information that you might
know the true state i f things, and we would
inform you further that as we and the St.
J o h n ’s and Micmac Tribes o f Indians are
countrymen and not very distant from each
other, we ought to be and it is our interest to
be mutual friends and as brothers and we
are glad to fin d by what you have now said,
that your are o f the same mind. Accordingly,
we, the Governor o f the Colony o f
Massachusetts Bay, in behalf o f the Colony
and o f all the Colonies in North America,
receive you to our friendship. Your
acceptance o f it entitles you to be
considered by us as brothers, and your
enemies over shall deem our enemies, and
will do all in our power to protect you from
them. We do not, however, ask you to join
with us in the war unless it is your free
choice to do so...
When you have considered what we have now
said, and are ready to give an answer to it,
we will hear you.

that are here present hear us and the God o f
Heaven hear us, and we will engage in the
war, fo r we are brothers. We would not lie
to save our right hands. We pledge our faith
that we will do what we promise. We love
Boston. It gives us a great deal o f concern
they were so ill used. We should have been
glad to have had the arms o f Boston to keep.
I f we had had the Boston arms, we should
have been able to defend ourselves. In case
the people o f England should come to drive
us out o f our country, we will give you the
information o f it immediately. We shall be
very glad to have proper goods fo r our furs
and skins, and we want them up St. John’s
River. We are not capable o f writing. We
cannot convey our mind as we would wish to
do. We will pledge our right hands in faith
o f what we have promised. There are some
o f us here that are willing to go to war now
and would go to General Washington
immediately.
Upon this three o f them went from their
seats into the broad aisle and manifested a great
desire to go.

After a brief recess, the meeting resumed
that same day at three o ’clock. Ambrose Var
addressed the Council.

This stunning painting depicting the signing o f the
Treaty o f Watertown was done by artist Joe Veno in
2001. Copies o f Mr. Veno’s painting will be fo r sale
at this y e a r ’s Treaty Day event.

Ambrose:
We have the same to say today that
we said yesterday, that we are your friends
and brothers, and will join in the war on
your side. You may depend upon it that we
will not break our words. We will allow all

It was decided that the visitors would return
to their homeland and call their men together to see
how many would be willing to join General
Washington. Council President Bowdoin requested
that each man bring his own gun, for which they

would be paid a dollar. Ambrose said that the tribes
would do all they could to help the colonists, but
some of their men would be obliged to stay behind,
keeping their guns, to protect their villages. The
meeting was then adjourned until Tuesday, July 16,h.
President Bowdoin then asked what
provisions the guests wanted delivered to the truck
house in Machias, Maine.

and declare that these United Colonies are
and o f right ought to be free and
independent states; that they are absolved
from all allegiance to the British crown, and
that all political connection between them and the State o f Great Britain, is and ought
to be totally dissolved, and that as j'ree and
independent states, they have fu ll power to
levy war,
conclude peace,
contract
alliances, establish commerce, and to do all
other acts and things which independent
states may o f right do... they mutually pledge
to each other their lives, their fortunes and
their sacred honor.

Ambrose:
We want shrouds and blankets for
winter and summer. Our children and
fam ilies are always in want o f these articles.
We want powder, shot, flints, knives, combs,
hatchets, small axes o f two different sizes,
paint, some steel traps to catch beaver, and
we want guns too to go a hunting with.

Next, the new treaty was read by Benjamin
Greenleaf Esq. and interpreted to the MicMac and St.
John’s tribes. They conveyed their agreement with
the conditions and said they were ready to sign it.
“After mutual healths were drank, the conference was
adjourned until the next day.”

President: Major Shaw has delivered us a
memorandum fo r a number o f articles. We
will order our commissary to supply the
truck house with them i f they can be
procured.
President Bowdoin reported that he had
received a letter from General Washington, asking the
Indians to provide five or six hundred men, perhaps
some coming from their neighboring tribes. He asked
for their immediate service, not to exceed two or
three years. They would be paid the same wages as
the colonists for their service.
Ambrose agreed to speak with members of
the other tribes. Arrangements would be made for
their return home, and eventual return to Boston to go
on to join General Washington.
President Bowdoin
had received an
announcement of the signing of the Declaration of
Independence. It was read and interpreted during this
meeting, declaring the colony’s separation from the
British.

In 2002, local artist Henry Zunino sculpted a
magnificent terra-cotta bas-relief o f the signing o f the
Treaty o f Watertown and presented it to the
Historical Society. A copy was also produced and
presented to the Town Council. It now resides in the
foyer o f Town Hall. A Dedication Ceremony will be
held July 13, 2004 at 6:00 PM in the Town Hall
Foyer.

President:
These Colonies have lately, by their
great Council at Philadelphia, declared
themselves free and independent states, by
the name o f the United States o f America.
The certain news o f it and the Declaration
itself are ju st come to us and we are glad o f
this opportunity to inform you, our brothers,
o f it. This said Great Council,...do in the
name and by the authority o f the good
people o f these Colonies, solemnly publish

In 1998, the Historical Society of Watertown
arranged for the restoration o f The Treaty of
Watertown. It resides in the Massachusetts State
Archives on Morrissey Blvd along with the minutes
4

that were excerpted in this article. Every year since its
restoration, Dr. John Warner, the Archivist for the
Commonwealth from the Massachusetts Archives,
has brought or arranged for the Treaty to be available
^ f o r viewing during our Closing Ceremony. This year
the Ceremony will begin at 3:00 on Sunday, July 18th.
Please join us this year for Treaty Day
Weekend on July 17th and 18th in O ’Connell Field on
Rt. 16/Mt. Auburn Street in front of Brigham House,
which was once East Junior High School. We will be
celebrating both Saturday and Sunday from 11:00
AM until 5:00 PM. See details on page 8.

We then crossed Galen Street to the old trolley
carbarns and stopped at the marker at the site of the
old Coolidge Tavern where both British soldiers and
Patriots planned strategies and George Washington
ate and slept.
We strolled down Mt. Auburn Street to the
Common Street Cemetery where Pam identified
several Revolutionary War heroes’ graves and 4
granite posts marking the boundaries of the Meeting
House that stood here from 1755 to 1836. The Third
Provincial Congress met here for a year and a half
after the beginning of the War.

REVOLUTIONARY WAR ERA
WATERTOWN WALKING
TOUR
On Saturday, April 17, Historical Society
member and tour guide volunteer Pam Pinsky led a
group o f approximately 40 eager sightseers on a
walking tour of Revolutionary War Era Watertown.
The walk highlighted events and sites, some now
gone, o f importance leading up to and during the
Revolutionary War in Watertown.
The tour began in the Phillips School parking
lot on Marshall Street, right across from the Society’s
headquarters, the Edmund Fowle House. Here we
were joined by Historical Society Councilors and
Provincial Guard members Bob Childs and Julia
Donahue. Bob was dressed in his Lieutenant’s
uniform and Julia came dressed as Abigail Adams,
one o f the characters she portrays for Boston’s
Freedom Trail Players.
Mr. Childs gave a brief history of the Edmund
Fowle House, recounting that Committees of the
Provincial Congress met in the house during the War
and that the Treaty of Watertown was signed here on
July 19, 1776. He also spoke of the Society’s “Save
the Edmund Fowle House” campaign which began
last October. Then, guide Pam Pinsky led the group
down Spring Street to the Square, answering several
non-Revolutionary War related questions.
We walked down the Charles River Pathway
and across the pedestrian foot bridge to the marker at
the site o f the Cook House where Paul Revere lived
with his wife and several of his children for almost a
year shortly after the start of the Revolutionary War.

Tour guide Pam Pinsty (on the left) and her group at
the Common Street Cemetery
After returning to the Phillips School parking
lot, several of our tourists caqoooled up Mt. Auburn
Street to the Old Burying Place at the corner of
Arlington Street, the oldest graveyard in Watertown.
There we were met by Historical Society President
and Provincial Guard member Karl Huntington
Neugebauer. We visited the graves of founders John
and Mary Coolidge, ancestors of President Calvin
Coolidge. President Coolidge and his wife visited this
gravesite in 1925.

Boh Childs, Julia Donahue, Pam Pinsky and Karl
Huntington Neugebauer at the Old Burying Place

The Town Council Sub-committee, chaired
by Town Councilor Fred Pugliese, supervising this
year’s fund evaluated the applications and decided
which organizations would receive money and how
much they would get. Councilors Marilyn Petitto
Devaney, Susan Falkoff and Mark Sideris we also on
the committee which met February through April.
An Awards Ceremony was held last month at
the Commander’s Mansion on the Arsenal Property
to present 45 Watertown non-profit organizations
with checks from this fund. The Historical Society
was awarded $2,500.
We wish to thank Harvard University and
O ’Neill Properties for their generous contribution to
all o f the community-minded organizations in
Watertown and the Award Committee for their
consideration o f our application. This award will
help
tremendously
in
supplementing
our
Community Outreach and Educational budget.

In this graveyard vve also saw the 17 foot
obelisk marking the grave of Joseph Coolidge, the
only Watertown man killed during the Battle of
Lexington and Concord on April 19, 1775.
Our Revolutionary War excursion turned into
a 3 hour tour of Watertown sites and was thoroughly
enjoyed by all. Ms. Pinsky is considering making the
“Revolutionary War Era Watertown” walk a yearly
event.

SOCIETY ACQUIRES
PUBLIC MEETING
NOTIFICATION DESIGNER

Guide Pam Pinsky at the grave o f Revolutionary War
Hero Captain Samuel Barnard in the Common Street
Cemetery

Linda Coxall was elected to the Historical
Society Board at our Annual Meeting and Election of
Officers on May 6, 2004 and has taken on the task of
designing our quarterly Public Meeting notice. Ms.
Coxall has done volunteer work for the Society over
the past year and we are very pleased to have her join
us as a voting member of the Board.
Karl Huntington Neugebauer has been elected
President and Julia Donahue has been elected Vice
President. For a listing of all Historical Society
Councilors, please refer to page 7 o f this newsletter.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
AWARDED GRANT FROM
THE WATERTOWN
COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT
FUND
Earlier this year, because of money provided
by Harvard University and O ’Neill Properties,
nonprofit organizations in Watertown were invited to
apply to receive charitable awards of up to $7,500
from a total of $110,000. (You may remember that
O ’Neill Properties bought the Arsenal on the Charles
property in December 1999 and sold it to Harvard in
May 2001.)
Grant Writing Director and Assistant
Treasurer Audrey Jones Childs submitted an
application on behalf of the Society for $5,700 of
these funds.

IN MEMORY OF IRENE
The Historical Society is deeply saddened to
report that one o f our new Councilors, Irene Royds,
died suddenly on June 12th.
I met Irene a little over a year ago at a
Mother’s Day walking tour at Mount Auburn
Cemetery. As we walked along I told her about my
involvement with the Historical Society. She saio
she was looking for something new to do and took
6

the annual celebration of Treaty Day with our Native
American associates.
N am e:_____________________________________
Address:____________________________________
City, State, Z ip :______________________________

my phone number. I heard from her shortly after
that and invited her to our July Business
Meeting/Supper in Council
Member Joyce
M unger’s back yard. Our discussion o f Treaty Day
plans attracted Irene’s attention and she expressed
her interest in helping out that weekend. O f course,
we encouraged her attendance.
That weekend she helped manage the
Children’s Activities Tent, assisted at the Historical
Society information table, and even lit the cannon at
one o f our military demonstrations. She was such a
tiny little thing that I was surprised that the
explosion didn’t send her 4 feet into the air.
Irene joined the Society and began attending
our monthly business meetings, public meetings and
events. We were very happy to have her help on the
“Pricing and Sorting Committee” that was formed
to prepare for the May 1 Town Wide Yard Sale. She
coordinated the refreshment table at our Annual
Meeting in May and was elected to the Historical
Society Council at that meeting, taking on the role
o f Hospitality Director.
We will greatly miss Irene’s smiling face at
our meetings and helping hands at our events. Our
deepest sympathy goes out to her family.

Individual
Senior / Student
Family
Individual Sponsor
Corporate
Corporate Sponsor

$15.00
$ 10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$100.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
YARD SALE
The Historical Society held a Yard Sale on
Saturday, May 1st from 10 am to 2pm on the grounds
of the Edmund Fowle House at 28 Marshall Street.
Donations o f a variety of items were received from
many members o f the community to sell to the
public, including children’s toys, dishes, books,
pictures and curios.
The Society extends appreciation to all that
helped out.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL
MEMBERS
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Julia Donahue - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
J. Thomas Franklin - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary/

Irene Royds lighting the cannon during a militia
demonstration at Treaty Day 2003

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

Councilors:
Lou Allegro
James Bean
Gurdon Buck
Robert Childs
Linda Coxall
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
Richard Najarian
Jack Piantedosi
Sharon Risso

Members receive the quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year, including
7
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228 th Anniversary of the Signing of
The First in the Nation - Watertown Treaty
Representatives from the Mik Maq Nation and Native Americans from
other Tribes

Sponsored By: The City of Watertown
The Historical Society of Watertown
Younger Corp/dba/Burger King
Hosted By:
The Watertown Provincial Guard
DAILY EVENTS
Colonial Encampment - Colonial Militia Drills - Cannon Firing - Period Music
Sacred Fire Ceremony - Native American Singing, Drummers and Dancers
Native American Story Telling - Tipi Lodge Exhibitions
Children’s Storytelling - Face Painting - Children’s Games
Food Vendors

Saturday, July 17th & Sunday, July 18th, 2004
Daily Hours: 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
0 ”ConnelI Field

Rte. 16 / Mt. Auburn St. Watertown, MA
8

tt

VJ F '

'v

So

October 2004

617-923-6067

The Newsletter of the Historical Society of Watertown
28 Marshall Street
Watertown, MA 02472

7th GRADE ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
outstanding book on Watertown history, “Crossroads
on the Charles”.
Awards were presented at the Awards Day
ceremony at the M iddle School on June 23. The
Society w ishes to thank the teachers for their
support, especially Ms. M cDonough for her help in
coordinating the event. W e look forward to
continuing this program next year.

For several years, as part o f the seventh
grade programming at the W atertown Middle
School, students have com pleted an oral history
project as part o f the Social Studies curriculum.
This project has been im m ensely successful and this
past year the H istorical Society worked with school
staff to sponsor a seventh grade history contest in
conjunction with this project. An additional
category, “W atertown and Its Importance In My
Life” was added to the Cultural Universals list as an
optional com ponent o f their project.
The follow ing criteria was established:
inclusion o f specific details rather than simple
general statem ents, information that has been
checked for historical accuracy and appropriate
annotation, work w ell written and 200-300 words,
graphic or pictorial supplem ents, a sense o f pride
and interest in W atertown evident.
Students were asked to discover how, when,
where, and w hy their subject had com e to
Watertown; and how they had seen Watertown
change over the years. Students were also asked to
include som e basic historical information about the
settlem ent o f W atertown in the report. A ll essays
submitted were thoughtfully prepared and clearly
showed pride in W atertown and respect for the
people that were the subject o f the interview/oral
history project.
The essays were submitted to a subcommittee
o f Historical Society Councilors who read them and
chose a first and second place essay. The winner,
Gwen Rotharmel, received a prize o f $100. and the
runner-up, Jenna Gilreath, received a copy o f the

The following is Gwen Rotharmel’s essay.
In 1630 Sir Richard Saltonstall led a group o f
Englishmen up the Charles River to found a place
that would later become Watertown, one o f the
largest American settlements at the time. Three
hundred and sixteen years later another English
person arrived in Watertown.
M y grandma, Maijorie Banham, came to
Watertown from Manchester, England in 1946. She
sailed to this country aboard The Queen Mary with
hundreds o f other “war brides”. She met and later
married by grandfather, Anthony Treglia, an
American G.L stationed in England during World
War n . M y granddad was bom and raised in
Watertown, in fact he was bom in his very own home
on Crawford Street. So, that’s exactly why my
grandma ended up in Watertown.
Right when my grandma got here, she loved
the atmosphere, especially the big trees that lined
Mount Auburn Street and formed a canopy over
Salisbury Road where her new home was to be.
Sadly, many o f the trees are not here today. “The
trees were so gracious. There were two beauties down

1

the street in front of the Coolidge Estate. That’s not
there anymore.” Grandma remembers.

company started up in 1896, was bought by B.F.
Goodrich in 1929, though local people still thought of
it as The Hood Rubber, and left Watertown in 1969.
The Hood Rubber Company is another landmark that
no longer exists.

Gorin’s Department Store, Main Street, Watertown
Square.
Photo courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library

Exterior o f Hood Rubber Co, circa 1910
Courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library

My grandma loved Watertown Square in
those days. It must have been so different back then.
There was a “five & ten store,” Grant’s and Gorin’s,
which were little department stores, two “dress
shops”, The Meat Spot, which is still there, and even
the very first Star Market. “There was May’s and The
Bell Shop, and every year for my birthday your
Granddad would buy me what he called B&S, blouse
and skirt, from one of these two shops.” Says
Grandma. The square has changed. Most of the little
shops have disappeared along with a lot of the big
trees.

Coolidge Square, where my grandma still
lives, was a very different place than Manchester,
England. When she moved here she was surprised to
see so many different kinds of people. In England,
back then, everyone was English. Here it was very
diverse. “Coolidge Square had Kay’s Market with
piles of fruit that I had not seen since before the war,
and all kinds of Armenian goods that were new to
me. There was also an Italian market, I think it was
called Russo’s, that had he smell of dried fish when
you stepped in.” tells Grandma. Today there is even
more diversity in Watertown. Kay’s Market still
stands along with many other ethnic stores that cater
to people from all over the world.
My grandma thinks that Watertown is a pretty
safe place to live, but it was even more so when she
first came here. “Back then, you could stroll your
baby to the First National down the street, leave your
baby in the stroller while you popped in the store,
come back out and the baby would be fine...everyone
did it.”, Grandma tells me. “Kids walked to school on
their own, even little children.” Kids didn't have to
make play dates, they just went outside and played. It
was really safe.
So, all in all, my grandma really likes
Watertown, its safety, diversity and atmosphere. She
does miss the things that no longer exist like the
“gracious trees”, the busy Square, and kids playing on
the street, but she’s glad that Watertown has been hei
home for the last fifty-eight years.

F. W. Woolworth ’s was referred to as the “five <&ten ”
store
Photo courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library
Another thing my grandma remembers was
the Hood Rubber Company. “It seemed like everyone
worked there.” my grandma says. The Hood Rubber
Company made 20,000 pairs of shoes daily! The
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Younger, as was this event. The other bas-relief was
presented to the Historical Society at our Treaty Day
celebration in 2002.
Please stop by Town Hall at 149 Main Street
and view the incredibly detailed sculpture of this
historical event that now hangs on the left-side wall in
the foyer.

TREATY OF WATERTOWN
SCULPTURE UNVEILED
On July 13th a bas-relief commemorating the
signing of the Treaty of Watertown was unveiled at
Town Hall. The Treaty of Watertown, a treaty of
alliance and friendship between the newly formed
United States and the MikMaq and St. John’s Indian
Nations in Nova Scotia, was signed on July 19, 1776
in the Edmund Fowle House.

TREATY DAY 2004
The Historical Society of Watertown’s 9lh
Annual Treaty Day Celebration took place the
weekend of July 17th and 18,h at O’Connell Field, in
front of Brigham House.
This celebration commemorates the signing
of the Treaty of Watertown on July 19, 1776, a
mere 15 days after the signing of the Declaration of
Independence. This Treaty of Alliance and
Friendship between the Governors of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony and the Delegates of the
Miq'maq and St. John’s tribes of northern New
England and Canada was the First treaty to be
signed by the newly-formed United States and a
foreign power. It was signed in the Edmund Fowle
house, headquarters to the Historical Society of
Watertown, now located at 28 Marshall Street.
Colonial re-enacting throughout the warm and
sunny weekend included surgeon Dan Grillo and
herbalist Julie Grillo, Audrey Jones Childs showing
guests how to use a tape loom and Bob Childs’
explanation of gun cleaning and repairing. Audrey
also demonstrated her painting talent, which she does
with paint and brushes she made herself, as one
would have done in the 18th century.

Historical Society Council members Don Buck, Joyce
Mlinger, President Karl Neugebauer, MikMaq Grand
Captain Frank Nevin, Mary Spiers, Joyce Kelly, Ruth
Arena, Provincial Guard Major Jack Piantedosi.
Artist Henry Zunino is kneeling in front.
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This is one of two terra-cotta bas-reliefs
created in 2002 by Watertown artist Henry Zunino
through funding by Provincial Guard Captain Jack
Piantedosi and then-Town Council President Clyde

British soldiers demonstrate the proper way to
“shoulder your arm s’’ to some o f our spectators
equipped with wooden replicas
3

Our Sack Race was a big hit, as it is every
year. We held several races in different age
categories, both days

Our Sack Race contestants bouncing down the course
Audrey Jones Childs showing a young guest how to
use the tape loom

Colonial games including Ball and Cup, Nine
Pin (Table Bowling), Draughts (Checkers) and
Graces (Hoop Toss) were enjoyed by many parents
and children.
Corresponding Secretary Mary Spiers read to
a troupe of Girl Scouts during the story-telling period.
The stories included the lavishly illustrated “The Ride
of Paul Revere” and “Sam the Minuteman.”
The Historical Society had a table at the
event and gave out transcribed copies of the Treaty
of Watertown and provided information to the
public about the Edmund Fowle House at 28
Marshall
Street,
which
is
the
Society’s
headquarters. The Edmund Fowle house was built
circa 1742 and was the meeting place for
Committees of the Provincial Congress in 17751776, as well as the location of the signing of the
Treaty of Watertown. The Society is pursuing
grants to restore the house as a museum.
Closing Ceremonies were conducted by Jack
Piantedosi, Major of Watertown’s Provincial Guard
and organizer of the event for the last four years. The
Closing Ceremony began at 3:00 Sunday afternoon
with the reading of the Treaty by Historical Society
President Karl H. Neugebauer.
MikMaq Grand Captain Frank Nevin came
down from Nova Scotia again this year and spoke
about the importance of the signing of this treaty and
the connection it produced between the Native
American people and United States.
A magnificent painting of the Edmund
Fowle House was presented to the Historical
Society during the Closing Ceremony. This striking

The Native American Sacred Circle ceremony
began each day at noon when the public was
entertained with ceremonial dances and songs. The
Native American participants had many of their
beautiful crafts on display and for sale and answered
questions about their meaning and each tribe’s unique
cultural traditions.

Enjoying a game o f Draughts under the Children’s
Activities Tent
Earlier this year the Historical Society
submitted an application to Watertown’s Community
Enrichment Fund with proposed budget line items
including Treaty Day and Children’s Workshops. We
were granted $2,500. With the help of this generous
gift, we were able to continue and expand events in
our very popular Children’s Activities Tent.
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
This summer the Society’s outreach to the
community expanded with the help of two of our
Historical Society Councilors. Audrey Jones Childs
gave a talk on the history of Watertown at the
Watertown Senior Center on August 11th- The talk
also covered the Society’s Edmund Fowle House and
our efforts to repair, restore and preserve this
historical Watertown treasure. The talk was given
again on September 12lh at Brigham House on Mt.
Auburn Street. The text of Audrey’s talk will be
printed in the next issue of The Town Crier.
In September, Councilor Joyce Munger
conducted a trolley tour through Watertown for 35
new Watertown schoolteachers. The trolley traveled
through every section of our 4 Vi square mile town.
Joyce Munger narrated, covering the historic sites of
Watertown from the first meeting house site in the
East End to the 17lh century Abraham Brown House
in the West End. She discussed the history of the
town from the landing of Roger Clap on the shores of
the Charles River in 1630 to the redevelopment of the
Arsenal property and its purchase by Harvard a
couple of years ago.
With the help of grants such as the
Community Enrichment Award and a generous
donation by Watertown Savings Bank, we were able
to send Council Member Julia Donahue into the
schools again this year. Julia, one of our Living
History presenters, has visited grades 1 and 2 as
Mother Goose, grade 3 as Deborah Sampson, and
grade 5 as Abigail Adams.

Chief Gray W olf o f Mashpee and MikMaq Grand
Captain Frank Nevin
painting was done by 16 year old Jordan Piantedosi,
Jack’s niece. The pre-1911' century depiction of the
Fowle House, complete with horse and individual
dressed in period attire, was based on the rendering
of our vision of the restored Edmund Fowle House
done, in kind, by Sasaki Associates for our gala
fundraising event at the Oakley last October,

SOCIETY COUNCIL NEEDS
RECORDING SECRETARY
Our Recording Secretary for the last 2 years,
Tom Franklin, has moved to Maine and resigned
from his position on the Board. The Council is in
desperate need to replace him. The Recording
Secretary attends all meetings of the Council, which
meets on the third Wednesday of each month, and
takes notes about subjects discussed and types up a
report to distribute at the next meeting. These reports
are kept and saved to preserve the history of our

Jordan Piantedosi's painting o f the Fowle At the
end of the Closing Ceremonies, Frank Nevin treated
the crowd to the “M iq’maq Honor Song.”
The Society continues to remember the late
Will Basque, who was the catalyst in bringing this
treaty to light in Massachusetts and inspiring the
Historical Society’s yearly celebration of Treaty
Day.
5
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The November 10 meeting w ill feature well
known author Michael Tougias who w ill present a
slideshow lecture on “The Blizzard o f ’78.”
The March 3 event w ill be a slideshow lecture
given by author o f many “Images o f America’ >
historic photograph books, Anthony Sammarco. His
subject w ill be “'Hie M olasses Flood o f 1919.”
Our May 12th Annual Meeting w ill be given
by Historical Commission Council Member
Marilynne Roach, who w ill read passages from her
extensively researched book on “The Salem Witch
Trials”, published in 2002.
A ll o f these programs begin at 7:00 and are
free and open to the public.

efforts and accomplishments. W e are in possession o f
all o f the minutes o f the meetings o f the Historical
Society from its beginning in 1888.
If you are interested in joining the Council as
Recording Secretary, please call President Karl
Neugebauer at 617-926-3262 for further information.

COM M UNITY
ENRICHM ENT FUND
Earlier this year, because o f money provided
by Harvard University and O’N eill Properties,
nonprofit organizations in Watertown were invited to
apply to receive charitable awards o f up to $7,500
from the $110,000 available.
Grant Writing Director and Assistant
Treasurer Audrey Jones Childs, submitted an
application for $5,700 o f these funds.
The committee supervising the fund this year
was headed by Town Councilor Fred Pugliese and
included Town Councilors Marilyn Petitto Devaney,
Susan Falkoff and Mark Sideris. This group
evaluated the applications and decided which
organizations would receive money and how much.
In M ay an Awards Ceremony was held to
present 45 Watertown non-profit organizations with
checks from this fund. The Historical Society was
awarded $2,500.
W e w ish to thank Harvard University and
O’N eill Properties for their generous contribution to
all o f the community-minded organizations in
Watertown and the Award Committee for their
consideration o f our application. This award w ill
help
tremendously
in
supplementing
our
Community Outreach and Educational budget

M EM BERSHIP
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication o f
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our 4
public meetings, and invitations to any special events
occurring during the year.
N am e:_______________________________________
Address:______________________________________
City, State, Z ip:________________________________
Individual
Senior/Student
Family
Individual Sponsor
Corporate

$15.00
$10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$100.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL

PUBLIC PROGRAM THEME

Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Julia Donahue - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary

The Historical Society’s Program Director,
Mary Spiers, has planned our public programs this
fiscal year with the theme “Massachusetts Disasters”.
Our venue for these programs will be
Brigham House at 341 Mt. Auburn Street. This
building was recently renovated and turned into an
assisted living facility. It was renamed “Brigham
House” after architect Charles Brigham, who
designed this building as the High School in 1912. It
was later called the East Junior High School.

Councilors:
Lou Allegro
James Bean
Gurdon Buck
Robert Childs
Linda Coxall
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
Richard Najarian
Jack Piantedosi
Sharon Risso
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