WHAT WAS THE HEIGH-HO CLUB?

The above picture and a letter
were sent to us by a woman from
Orleans, Massachusetts. There are
ten signatures on the back of the
picture:
James H. Critchett
Everett H. Critchett
Harry F. Gould
Waldo Stone Green
Francis Hathaway Kendall
Benjamin Fay McGlauflin
Alfred Foster Jewett
Royal David Evans
LaForest Harris Howe
William Henry Benjamin Jr
The letter states that sometime
after 1905, a group of college-age
young men from Watertown formed "The
Heigh-Ho Club". She remembers

vaguely that the club was encouraged
or started by the Unitarian minister
(Hobbs?)
but
it
was
never
religiously affiliated. It seems to
have been purely social, sponsoring
plays, outings, dances, etc.
We have unfortunately failed to
find any reference at the Watertown
Public
Library
to
this
club,
however, several of these names were
found to be associated with the
Theodore Parker Fraternity cf the
First Parish Unitarian Church.
If you or a friend or relative
have any pertinent information on
the Heigh-Ho Club or any of its
members, please send it to us. This
is an interesting sidelight on life
in Watertown in the early 1900's and
we would like to explore it further.

WATERTOWN - HOW IT GREW!
On November 16, 1994 a joint
meeting between the Friends of the
Library and the Historical Society
of Watertown was conducted in the
Pratt
room
of
the
Free
Public
Library. The meeting was dedicated
to the late Charles T. Burke, who
had a •significant impact on both of
these organizations during his life.
The program consisted of an
illustrated lecture on the events
that led to the establishment of the
Free Public Library in Watertown and
was given by Sigrid Reddy Watson.
We have included the text of
Sigrid's speech and some of the
photographs, courtesy of the Free
Public Library in Watertown, for the
benefit of those who were not able
to attend. For those who were, this
printing
will
give
you
an
opportunity
to
linger
over
the
information that was presented to
us.
In this talk I shall attempt to
trace
the
evolution
of
the
intellectual and social climate in
Watertown, and in the nation, that
led to the establishment of free
public libraries in general and to
the Watertown Public Library
in
particular. I plan to refer in this
talk to examples
of people
and
places relevant to these events,
most of which took place during the
19th century.
Watertown, as we know, was the
first
inland
settlement
in
Massachusetts. The settlers of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony on the ship
"Arbella"
had
arrived
to
found
Salem, but it was not long before a
dissident element left to establish
a community in Watertown, up the
Charles River from Boston, which was
established in the same year in what
is now Dorchester. The years before
the Revolution were spent dealing
with
the
Indians,
defining
the
Town's boundaries, quarreling about
the location of the Meeting House

and establishing trade and commerce,
for Watertown stood at the crossing
place on the Charles River for the
stagecoach route on the road w e s t .
Freight
was
unloaded
here
for
transport overland. Mills, shops and
taverns clustered below the falls.
Trees felled upstream were floated
downstream to Boston.

"A r bella"
The Revolutionary War period
saw the Provincial Congress assemble
in the Fowle H o u s e . Paul Revere
printed Provincial currency here.
George Washington visited here on
his way to take command of the
troops
in
Cambridge,
staying
overnight at the Coolidge tavern.
Trade and commerce continued their
growth around the Grist Mill, which
stood near the river crossing for
three hundred years. In New England,
after the Revolution,
the First
Parish represented the Established
Congregational
Church;
the
Town
maintained the meeting house and the
clock in the church tower.
Although the governing class
was
identified
with
the
Congregational Church, many citizens
were not active in church affairs,
having come to the new world foJ^
other reasons than the search for
religious
freedom.
Some,
for
example, were indentured servants
working to earn their freedom from
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their masters; others were fortune
hunters.
Although
the
first
religious
"Great
Awakening"
had
aken
place
in
the
Colonies
beginning early in the 18th century,
it was not until early in the 19th
century,
with
independence
from
British rule, that there occurred a
new religious revival, a declaration
of independence
from conformity.
Throughout the country, people had
arrived with different
religious
convictions.
The
release
from
pressure to conform, together with
the
disestablishment
of
the
Congregational
Church
and
the
withdrawal of support from the local
government (in Watertown in 1837)
led to greater desire for religious
freedom in New England. The Baptists
and other Protestant denominations
felt that they should not have to
pay the Church tax, and went on to
build
their
own
churches
in
Watertown.
The
influence
of
Transcendentalism
in
the
new
Unitarian
movement
divided
the
^Congregational Church and led to the
orthodox
Congregationalists,
who
still
believed
in
the
Trinity,
leaving the First Parish to found
the
Phillips
Church.
Transcendentalism, reflected in the
writings of Ralph Waldo Emerson, was
important in generating a movement
for
the
abolition
of
slavery
throughout the North. It affirmed a
belief in the divinity of human
nature
and
appeared
as
intense
individualism in some, and in others
a passionate sympathy for the poor
and oppressed. Convers Francis, the
minister of Watertown's Unitarian
Church,
was
outspoken
against
slavery. Here also, Theodore Parker
started a school. He was ordained in
1841
and
became
a
famous
abolitionist
orator.
While
opposition to slavery was not by any
means universal in the North, among
the intellectual
leaders
in the
Boston area it became a major cause,
bydia
Maria
Francis
Child,
the
sister of Convers Francis,
lived
with him and his wife In the house
on Riverside Street, established a
school, wrote polemics denouncing

Lydia Maria Child
slavery and edited the "National
Anti-Slavery Standard" for William
Lloyd Garrison,
publisher of the
"Liberator." Henry Ward Beecher, the
brother of Harriet Beecher Stowe,
author
of
"Uncle
Tom's
Cabin."
preached at the Phillips Church.
During the 1840's 150,000 people
joined anti-slavery societies. James
Russell Lowell, a Harvard professor
and poet, who married Maria White of
Watertown,
was
active
in
the
movement. Senator Charles Sumner,
whose statue by Anne Whitney stands
in
Harvard
Square,
spoke
so
offensively in the Senate Chamber
against
slavery
in 1856
and so
insulted his colleagues from the
South that he was severely beaten on
the Senate floor by Senator Preston
Brooks of South Carolina. In 1857,
the
Dred
Scott
case
further
polarized opinion between the South
and
the
North,
demolishing
the
agreement embodied in the Missouri
Compromise. Dred Scott, a slave, and
his wife had been taken into free
territory
by
their
master
and
petitioned for their freedom in the
court at St. Louis. After decisions
and appeals, the case reached the
Supreme Court, where Chief Justice
Taney
handed
down
the
decision
denying
the
petition,
asserting
among other things that negroes had
no
right
to
freedom
under
the
Constitution. One of the dissenters
to
this
decision
was
Benjamin
Robbins
Curtis,
who,
with
his
brother, had been brought up by his
3

widowed mother in Watertown,
had
gone to Harvard and later had been
appointed to the Supreme Court by
President
Fillmore.
He
was
so
outraged by what he considered a bad
decision that he resigned from the
Court and resumed private practice,
later defending President Andrew
Johnson in his impeachment hearing.
The movement for the abolition
of slavery was supported not only by
great writers and preachers like
Emerson’ Parker, Lowell and Sumner
but also by such women as Harriet
Beecher Stowe, Lydia Maria Child and
Lucy Stone Blackwell. Lucy Stone was
descended from Gregory Stone, who
with his brother, Simon, had settled
in Watertown in 1635. She was a
champion of women's rights as well
as
those
of
negro
slaves,
and
converted Susan B. Anthony to the
cause in 1850 at the first National
Women's
Rights
convention
in
Worcester.
Lucy
married
Henry
Blackwell,
an
abolitionist
and
brother of Elizabeth Blackwell, an
early woman physician. Lucy became a
Unitarian, and for many years edited
the "Woman's Journal."
In
addition
to
supporting
abolition, women's suffrage and the
temperance movement, Watertown women
were active in the literary life of
Massachusetts. James Russell Lowell
married Maria White, whom he had met
through
his
classmate,
William
White. Maria Lowell had a cousin,
Levi Thaxter, whose home stood on
Main Street. His wife, Celia, wrote
poetry reflecting her love of

Maria White Lowell

nature, and in 1851 "The Atlantic'
Monthly" published one of her poems,
which had been sent in without her
knowledge by Maria's husband J a m e s . ^
Celia's birthplace on the Isle o f ^
Shoals eventually became a Unitarian
conference center.

The cultural life of Watertown
was enriched by other women artists,
among them Ellen Robbins, another
cousin of the Thaxters and Curtises.
She showed her love of nature by
doing
watercolor
paintings
of
flowers, several of which are in the
library. She also painted a charming
picture of Celia Thaxter in her
island garden. Although education
for women in the mid-19th century
differed from men's and few attended
college (Lucy Stone, who graduated
from Oberlin,
was an exception) ,
schools for the education of females
were founded by Lydia Maria Child
and others, and we must not forget
that Henry Fowle Durant and his
wife,
Pauline,
founded Wellesley
College.
With
the
focus
on
intellectual, political and cultural
activities, Watertown produced others,
women
artists
who
attaine<fo>
international renown. Anne Whitney,
a cousin of Lucy Stone's, developed
4

■

her
considerable
talent
for
sculpture by studying in New York
and Philadelphia and spending four
years in Rome. In the library, she
^ * i s represented by a bust of Keats
and the plaster figure of Charles
Sumner. You may have heard the story
that in the anonymous contest she
entered for the commission for the
statue of Sumner,
her work was
rejected when the judges discovered
that the sculptor was a woman. She
was ultimately vindicated, however,
when
a
group
of
her
admirers
commissioned the sculpture which now
stands in the center of Harvard
Square.
Harriet Hosmer, a classmate of
Ellen Robbins at the Bird Singing
School, needs no introduction here
after the complete and interesting
talk Father Curran gave last year
about her life and work. Born in
Watertown, she was internationally
celebrated,
made
friends
in her
studio in Rome and on the Continent,
and,
like Anne Whitney,
had to
contend with the still prevailing
notion that women's work was not to
* be taken seriously. Harriet began
her studies in Rome in 1852 and
lived into the twentieth century. In
her
old
age
she
returned
to
Watertown where she died in 1908.
The library is fortunate to own more
examples of her works
than are
contained in any other place.

Harriet Hosmer
in Rome studio

(center)

The mid-nineteenth century was
a period of industrial growth and
development which not only changed
the face of America but permitted
the establishment of some of the
great fortunes which made culture
and leisure possible. The railroads
to the West were laid and although
local routing through Watertown by
the Boston and Albany was opposed
locally, there were spurs laid to
the East Watertown district,
and
also
a
line
of
the
Fitchburg
railroad. In the period preceding
the
Civil
War,
the
Whitneys
established
a
paper
mill.
The
Hollingsworth and Whitney Company
and the Bemis Mills, which had woven
cotton
cloth
since
before
the
Revolution, turned to weaving woolen
textiles and became the Aetna Mills.
(The museum at the old Aetna Mill
Building on Pleasant Street is well
worth a visit.) Alvin Adams founded
the Adams Express Company, which
prospered during
the Civil War.
Adams later bought the magnificent
old
Davenport
mansion,
called
"Fountain Hill", on School Street.
Lewando's Cleaning Service bought
out a dyehouse that had been on
Pleasant Street during the Civil War
and employed many Watertown people.
In addition to the textile business,
shirts
were
manufactured
in
Watertown.
Miles
Pratt
built
a
foundry in 1855 next to the old
grist mill, where he manufactured
stoves. The Walker and Pratt foundry
was later moved to Dexter Avenue,
close to the railroad tracks, where
the company manufactured furnaces
and,
later,
the
famous
Crawford
Range. Banks were founded to furnish
capital
for
the
development
of
businesses. One of the first was the
Watertown Savings Bank, founded in
1870 by Charles
Barry,
who had
married
Abby
Bemis,
and
Joshua
Coolidge. Nathaniel Whitney was the
third
founder.
Deposits
totalled
$924 on opening day.
Governor Gore had built his
summer
home
in
what
was
then
Watertown, and Harrison Gray Otis
"The Oakley," later to become The
Oakley Country Club. The country
flavor of the town, with its market
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gardens
and
eighteenth-century
houses, was gradually obliterated by
the
effects
of
the
Industrial
Revolution.
The
mid-century
climate
of
prosperity fostered not only the
arts but education. The concept of
the perfectibility of man engendered
a strong movement toward education
for everyone, an idea that came out
of the visits that persons like
Horace Mann had made to Europe.
Samuel Gridley Howe became the first
director of the Perkins School for
the
Blind
in
Boston
in
1830.
Although Theodore Parker and the
Unitarians
preached
for
prison
reform and the rights of factory
workers,
many Congregationalists,
Baptists,
Presbyterians
and
Methodists believed the Unitarians
were close to atheism, while they
enjoyed the support of the nativist
evangelical wing of the Protestants.
From this yeasty mixture came the
impulse toward compulsory elementary
and secondary education. Colleges
had originally been established, as
we know, for the education of the
ministry, but this higher education
was only for the elite and moneyed
class. Horace Mann became the new
Commissioner
of
Education
in
Massachusetts
in
1837.
In
Massachusetts, as in most Northern
states, primary education was free
and soon compulsory,
although at
first this was resisted, as church
attendance had been, being viewed as
infringing on the rights of parents
to the use of their children's time
and energy. In Watertown, the Town
Hall was built in 1846, and the town
established a high school in 1853.
There were three school districts,
containing the Coolidge School in
East Watertown, the Howard Street
School in the West End and the Brick
School in the center of Town, later
superseded by the Francis School.
The
desire
of
citizens
to
support education and to make books
available to all was a New England
tradition. In 1799 a subscription
library was established in the Bird
Tavern, and was open for two hours
each month, with a collection of 235
books. Benjamin and George Curtis's

mother kept a circulating collection
in her shop from 1818 to 1825. In
1851
the
Commonwealth
passed
legislation permitting cities a n d ^
towns
to appropriate money f r o n ^
taxes to support public libraries.
Boston founded its library in 1852.
In
addition
to
religious
ferment,
the
movement
toward
liberating slaves and women, and the
growing strength of labor,
there
ultimately developed societies and
organizations of like-minded people
who built
clubhouses where
they
could gather for social purposes. In
Watertown, there were Masons, Elks,
Oddfellows, and, not to be outdone,
Catholics
organized The
Sons of
Italy, the Knights of Columbus and
the Hibernians.
In 1859, the pending execution
of John Brown,
deemed a traitor
because of his abortive raid on the
arsenal
at
Harper's
Ferry,
precipitated a call to a meeting on
November 30 at which protests could
be
registered and discussion of
"material aid" to his family could
be
conducted.
Many
prominent
citizens signed the call to this
meeting.
^
The Watertown Arsenal played a
important role in the Civil War.
Established in 1816, after the War
of 1812, the Arsenal had a machine
shop
and
forge
where
guns,
ammunition
and
cannons
were
manufactured. Nearby foundries, such
as Walker and
Pratt,
were also
contracted to produce iron castings.
The Arsenal
produced
the famous
Rodman Gun,
named for Thomas J.
Rodman,
who
then was
Commanding
Officer
at
The
Arsenal.
Many
W a tertown
men
served
with
distinction
in
the
Union
Army,
although it must be said that as
enthusiasm
for
the
bloody
war
abated, many a reluctant soldier
took advantage of the opportunity to
pay for a substitute.
When
the
war
was
over,
Watertown
citizens
turned
their
attention to the establishment of a
public library. Joseph Bird, son of
Jonathan Bird of the Bird Tavern,
had obtained in 1866 subscriptions
for a library in the high school,
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and it was enjoyed by the community,
then numbering about four thousand.
So in 1867, the School Committee
appointed
Dr.
Alfred
Hosmer,
Harriet's uncle, the Reverend John
Weiss, minister of the Unitarian
Church,
and
Joseph
Crafts,
a
prominent citizen, to investigate
the feasibility of obtaining better
space.
Soon
the
Town
Meeting
appointed a Board of Trustees, and
appropriated $1000 for their use in
setting up a library,
which was
eventually placed in the old Town
Hall in the rooms vacated by the
storekeeper Joel Barnard. $6000, a
generous amount, was allocated for
the purchase of books. The first
annual budget totaled $1,399.59, of
which $500 was the salary of the
librarian. The first librarian to be
selected was
Solon Whitney,
and
since he was also principal of the
high school, we can assume it was
not a full-time job. You may see his
portrait in the Hunnewell Room, as
well as those of Charles Barry,
Joshua Coolidge (two of the founders
of the Watertown Savings Bank) and
John Weiss,
the minister of the
Unitarian Church, early trustees.
The library opened in the Town
Hall on March 31, 1869.
During the early years,
the
Library's book collection was the
subject of controversy. After the
establishment of public schools, and
the controversies surrounding the
issues of the mid-century period,
library
collections
emphasized
education and uplift,
focusing a
good deal on biographies of famous
men for inspiration. The Trustees'
duty was "to inspire and educate"
and, one trustee, Mr. C.F.Fitz, was
so fractious in his opposition to
the library's purchase of fiction
that on March 3, 1882, the Trustees
barred him from attending meetings.
Solon Whitney,
however,
seems to
have
been
appreciative
of
the
popularity
of
fiction,
as
it
constituted 65% of the circulating
collection in 1883.
By 1881, the need for a library
building
was
apparent.
Hollis
Hunnewell
of
Wellesley
offered
$10,000 toward the new building,

which was designed by Shaw and
Hunnewell.
It
cost
$27,000
and
opened
February
1883.
In
1888
Charles Pratt gave $5000 in memory
of his father, Asa Pratt, a local
cabinetmaker. Charles Pratt had made
a fortune manufacturing paint and
eventually became a partner of John
D. Rockefeller in the oil business.
The income from Pratt's gift was to
be
used
for
periodical
subscriptions, for he believed that
working men should be allowed to
come
into
the
library
to
read
newspapers, in their shirtsleeves if
they wished. In 1899, Hunnewell gave
the
new
library
an
addition
containing the Hunnewell Room, and
underneath it, the Pratt Room.
In 1888 a group of interested
citizens organized the Historical
Society. This was a period in which,
with
the
interest
in
science,
history and genealogy, many towns in
New England saw the founding of
societies of natural history, public
libraries
(which often served as
museums as well),
and historical
societies. Eventually the Historical
Society found a home in the Edmund
Fowle House, and recently succeeded
in having it listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.
Much more could be said about
the Library and the Town after the
end of the 19th century, but perhaps
that could be deferred to another
occasion. Mr. Whitney served the
Library for 49 years, until 1917,
and was succeeded by Lydia Masters,
who had worked as his assistant in
the Library since 1898, and who was
Librarian until 1946. Appropriately,
Miss Masters was descended from the
Bird family.
The town grew and changed. Main
Street no longer had the old Town
Hall,
which
was
replaced
by
a
beautiful
new WPA building.
The
Barnard Block was demolished.
In
1935 Watertown Square's Delta had
become a traffic circle.
Through the period before and
after
World
War
I,
Watertown
prospered,
becoming
an
industrialized working-class town.
Many immigrants from Canada, Italy,
Ireland, Armenia and Greece came to
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live in Watertown and work in its
factories.
Lewando's
Cleaning
&
Dyeing Company flourished on the
Charles
River.
The
Hood
Rubber
Company and the stockyards employed
hundreds in East Watertown. Local
businessmen organized the Chamber of
Commerce
in 1927.
Watertown had
become a street-car suburb.
During the Depression, library
readership
increased.
The
North
Branch was established in 1927 in
the old Lowell
School,
a newly
remodeled building opened in 1941.
In 1930 the West Branch opened in
the Browne School. In the East End,
the storefront library was replaced
by
a
new
building
during
the
administration of Catherine Xerxa,
and the Friends of the Library was
organized. The High School building
became the Phillips School. G.Fred
Robinson, active in town affairs for

Maud Hodges
65 years and an active member of the
Historical Society, published "Great
Little
Watertown"*
and,
the
Historical
Society,
one
of
the
earliest, met in the Concord house
of Helen Robinson Wright. Finally in
1980 the library, with the help of
the Barry Wright Company and a town
appropriation,
published
Maud
Hodges'
history
of
Watertown,
"Crossroads
on
the Charles."*
Charles Burke, a trustee for nearly

50 years, read the manuscript for
accuracy and make a number of useful
suggestions. And to quote from Mr.
Burke, whom we honor this evening,
"The
Watertown
Library,
in
history of more
than a hundred
years, has had only six librarians,
and, I have known them all!"

IN MEMORIAM
We wish to express our sorrow
for the passing of several members
of
the
Historical
Society
of
Watertown:
CHARLES T. BURKE
December 14, 1993
The loss of Mr. Burke affects
many
aspects
of
the
Watertown
community. For 54 years he was an
elected member
of
the Watertown _
Board of Library Trustees. His h e l p ^
in establishing
the Young Adult
Department and Music Department of
the library was among the many ways
he showed his dedication to the
young people of our town. He was a
generous
contributor
in
time,
interest
and
money,
serving
as
director of the Watertown Boys and
Girls Club and the Scouts.
Mr. Burke was also treasurer
and
a
past
president
of
the
Historical Society of Watertown and
had been a member since the 1940s.
He studied the history of our
community and wrote several books
about it, including "Puritans at
B a y ."*
He also was co-editor of
"Crossroads on the Charles"* which
is a history of Watertown.
His death, at 91 years of age,
is a great loss to his many friends
in Watertown.

* To order,

see page 11
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IN MEMORIAM
FREDERICK C. CRAWFORD
December 9, 1994
Mr.
Crawford,
considered
a
giant figure and a visionary in the
transportation industry, has died at
age 103.
Born
in
Watertown
and
graduating magna
cum laude
from
Harvard where he earned a masters
degree in civil engineering, he went
on to be one of the founders and a
longtime leader of Cleveland-based
TRW, INC., the industrial giant that
services the auto, air and aerospace
industries.
The Crawford family roots cross
with the Coolidges,
one of the
original
founding
families
in
Watertown
in 1630.
Mr.
Crawford
donated
family
books
on
the
® g e n e a l o g y of the Coolidge, Crawford
and
Davenport
families
to
the
society's library. He was a generous
contributor to the effort of repairs
on the Edmund Fowle House.

THOMAS C. MENTON
July 1993
Much of Mr. Menton's life was
dedicated to public service as well
as service to the law.
He was tops in his law class
and joined the Bar Association and
became its president.
He
served
initially
as
a
selectman and was later appointed a
member of the State Parole Board. He
also
served
Watertown
as
town
attorney
and
was
elected
town
meeting moderator.
He was a Grand Knight of the
Watertown
Council,
Knights
of
Columbus.
We
will
miss
Mr.
Menton's
presence and
untiring support as
lawyer/consultant/advisor
to
the
Historical Society of Watertown.

ELMER STINEHART
February 27, 1995
Mr. Stinehart was a long time
resident of Watertown and a former
employee of the B & M Railroad.
As an actively involved member
of the community, he joined such
organization
as
the
Knights
of
Columbus - Council #155 and the
B & M Historical Society.
Mr. Stinehart also served as a
council member of the Historical
Society of Watertown, but retired
from this position in 1992.

KATHLEEN HANSON
March 31, 1991
Ms.
Hanson,
a
resident
of
Watertown since 1938, had been a
long-time member of the Historical
Society. She enjoyed its activities
and
took
part
in
some
of
its
projects, one being the sorting of
the books in the Edmund Fowle House
library.
Because of her interest in the
history
of
Watertown,
she
also
became
an active member of the
Friends of the Library.

IDA ZOLLO
March 19, 1995
Ms.
Zollo
was
a
lifelong
resident of Watertown.
She was an active member of the
Watertown Sons of Italy Cornelia Del
Gracchi Lodge 1583, St. Patrick's
Sodality and the Fidelis Club of St.
Patrick Church.
Ms. Zollo was a current member
of the council of the Historical
Society of Watertown at the time of
her death.
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GENEALOGICAL
CASE RESEARCH
The
Historical
Society
of
Watertown was organized in 1888 and
has
accumulated
an
excellent
genealogical
and
local
history
library
which
we
house
in
our
museum, known as the Edmund Fowle
House. ,
We
provide
the
service
of
genealogical case research about the
person/s you are interested in at a
cost of $6.00 for the first 5 pages
of copied information and $3.00 per
each additional page. There is a
$6.00 deposit when requesting any
case research which can be sent with
some basic information such as:

Name of person you wish to research:
Your N a m e :
Address:
Phone #

Please make your check payable
to
the
Historical
Society
of
Watertown and send it along with
this information block to:

Historical Society of Watertown
C/O Case Research Program
28 Marshall Street
Watertown, MA 02172
Each
person
sponsoring
a
genealogical case research becomes a
member of the Historical Society
FREE for one year and will receive
"The
Town
Crier"
newsletter
published by the Society.
Any monies received from our
case researches
goes
toward the
restoration
of
our
museum,
the
Edmund Fowle House.
If you have any additional
questions about our program, please
call our 24 hour answering machine
at 617-923-6067.

PROPERTY CASE
RESEARCH PROGRAM
Due to the many inquiries we
receive
annually,
our
current
president,
Paul
Brennan,
has
instituted this new program.
We
provide
the
service
of
retrieving
information about
the
property you are interested in at a
cost of $10.00 per page of all
copied material. A $15.00 deposit is
necessary
to
secure
your
Case
Research. For those persons to whom
cost may be a factor,
you may
request us not to exceed a certain
dollar amount and we will tailor a
program within those boundaries.
As with the Genealogical Case
Research
Program,
each
person
sponsoring a Property Case Research
becomes a member of the Historical
Society FREE for one year and will
receive "The Town Crier" newsletter
published by the society.
Any monies realized from our
case
researches
goes
toward the
restoration
of
our
museum,
the!
Edmund Fowle House.
For more information about this
program, please call our 24 hour
answering machine at 617-923-6067.

ROOF APPEAL
In 1993, the Historical Society
launched an appeal to the citizens
of
our
community
for
help
in
preserving the roof at the Edmund
Fowle House.
We wich to thank these recent
contributors:
Gurdon S . Buck
Robert P. Quinn
We
are
still
gratefully
accepting donations for this huge
expense.
Please
send
your
contributions to:
ROOF APPEAL
The Edmund Fowle House
28 Marshall St
Watertown, MA
02172
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"SHARE THE GREEN"
On Saturday, March 25th, the
Arsenal Mall "shared the green" with
our community. "Share the Green" is
an
informative
exhibition
highlighting the work of community
groups and non-profit organizations.
Local groups were encouraged to join
forces to display literature, sign
up new members, and sell goods for
fundraising purposes.
Volunteers from the Historical
Society manned a table from 10:00 AM
to 6:00 PM.
A small-scale model
of the
Fifth Meeting House, once located on
the corner of Common Street and M t .
Auburn Street, caught the eye of
almost every child that walked by.
Adults were drawn more to the
marvelous books for sale about the
history of Watertown. These books
can
be
ordered
through
the
Historical Society and are described
in our next article.
People showed the most interest
in
the
property
case
research
program by means of which we may
'trace all former property owners of
your home. The
inquiries into this
program are overwhelming and are
increasing daily.
This
was
a
wonderful
opportunity
for
the
people
of
Watertown
to
learn
about
the
different organizations
in their
community.

BOOKS - BOOKS

BOOKS!

The Historical Society has many
wonderful books available for sale
to the public on the history of the
Watertown area.

By Charles Burke:
Watertown Papers (Paperback) . .$20.00
Watertown Papers (Hard Cover..$30.00
Anecdotes and documents
relating to Watertown history
Puritans at B a y ............... $15.00
The war between the New England
settlers, and King Philip and
the squaw sachems
Watertown:Town on the Charles. .$2.00
Delightful capsule history of
Watertown, illustrated with a
number of old photographs

By G. Fredrick Robinson:
Great Little W a tertown....... $20.00
A collector's item for
enthusiasts of Watertown
history

By Grace Davenport Winslow
My First Day and My Last Day With
Grandma Coolidge..... $15.00
Personal recollections of the
town's past
N a m e :_________________________________
Add r e s s :
Telephone:__
Book Titles:

Cost:
Send the above form to:
Historical Society of Watertown
28 Marshall St
Watertown, MA 02172

Ruth Arena - Treasurer,
Paul Brennan - President,
Joyce Kelly - Editor

or
call
our
24
hour
machine at 923-6067.

answering
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PERKINS TOUR
Thirty members of the Senior
Center enjoyed a very stimulating
tour on the morning of March 22nd.
Kenneth Stuckey, Director of the
Libraries,
graciously and warmly
welcomed the group.
Mr. Stuckey fascinated everyone
with
his
vast
knowledge
of
Watertown's history. He informed us
that on the very grounds of the
Perkins School yard a local Native
American and an Englishman exchanged
a biscuit for a bass which later
became Watertown's official seal.
The tour began outside
the
Perkins Tower. Not long after they
were
mentioned,
the
bells
from
Westminster
Abbey
started
their
11:00 chimes.
The group then entered
the
lobby of the main building
where
portraits of the founders of the
Perkins School hung.
Displayed in the lobby is a
very
intriguing
artifact,
the
Tactual World Globe, designed for
further education of the blind who
see with their fingers. Roughly 4
feet in circumference, the globe is
made of 700 pieces of wood glued
together so well that no cracks have
ever appeared. The land areas are
modeled of papier-mache composition
with emery.
It revolves
in any
direction.
It was constructed by
Steven P. Ruggles in 1838. The globe
has been touched by such notable
people as Charles Dickens,
Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow,
Julia Ward
Howe and Helen Keller.
Due to its present delicate
condition,
donations
are
being
accepted towards defraying the cost
of
its
restoration.
Anyone
who
contributes will receive a copy of
Helen Keller's "My Religion." Checks
can be sent to:

Perkins School for the Blind
Globe Restoration Fund
175 North Beacon St
Watertown, MA 02172
group

At the end of the tour, our
of seniors was so impressed

with the Tactual Globe that they
passed around a hat and collected
#35.00 to present to Mr. Stuckey.

NEW MEMBERS
We wish to welcome these new
members to the Historical Society:
Eileen & Richard Balzer
Ann Bloom
Kellie & Patrick Bresnehan
Carol Bretagne
Joanne Hyde
Richard Najarian
Karl Neugebauer

YARD SALE
As we mentioned in our last
newsletter, the Historical Society
of Watertown is planning to have a
yard sale sometime this fall and
would greatly appreciate anything
you could donate for this event.
We have volunteers willing td
come to your house to pick up any
items you cannot bring here to the
Edmund Fowle House yourself.
All proceeds will go to the
Historical Society.
The response to this request
for donations has been generous and
we hope to continue to receive more.
Please call Joyce Kelly at 9239318 to arrange a date and time for
the transfer of your donations.

Res.:924 -0795

20 Bancroft Street
Watertown, MA 02172
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Historical Society
asks
for
help
47
f*
iOtWtu/jS**
The Edmund
IA )F -

The Edmund Fowle house, is
being restored as a museum by
The Historical Society of Watertown at 28 Marshall St
Rich in history (Martha Wash
ington had tea there while George
met with town officials) this house

S o c / g 'r w

lehouse being restored as museum
ow
F

has been undergoing extensive
renovations but now needs a new
roof to protect its collection of pa
pers, paintings and furnishings.
For the first time the Society is
reaching out into the community
for financial assistance.

The Fowle House is on the na
tional register of historic places.
Tax deductible donations to this
drive should be sent to: Historical
Society of Watertown, 28 Marshall
Street, Watertown, MA, 02172.
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WATERTOWN ARSENAL TOUR
What was
once
reserved
for
presidents
and
generals
is
now
available to everyone who lives in
Watertown. On May 10, members of the
Senior Center in Watertown were the
special guests of the United States
Army
for
a
complete
and
comprehensive tour of the entire
facility in the historic Watertown
Arsenal. Never before have civilians
been able to view this property so
freely
as
were
these
local
representatives.
The tour was guided by Eric
purwitz, Public Affairs Officer of
the U.S. Army Research Laboratory at
Watertown,
and
Paul
Brennan,
President of the Historical Society
of Watertown.

mansion
which
was
the
largest
commander's residence in the nation.
The Commander was disciplined for
his extravagance and was transferred
to another base where he built an
even larger mansion. His ghost is
said to still reside in the fine
building,
which
includes
fifteen
foot
ceilings
with
gilded
medallions,
ball
rooms,
grand
stairwells,
parquet
floors,
and
servant's quarters.
The
landscaping
around
the
mansion was done by the Olmsted
Brothers firm.
In spite of this lovely area,
the land around
the Arsenal
is
contaminated as the result of 179
years of industrial and military
use. Records of toxic substances and
their disposal were not routinely
kept
until
recently,
so
the
investigation
has
involved
a
technologically
sophisticated
sampling procedure. The facility is
under an intense remedial project
due
to its
classification as a
Superfund
clean-up
site.
This
classification was based mainly on
threats to the Charles River from
surface water contamination at the
site.

The Rodman House

m

It
began
with
a
complete
viewing of the famous Rodman House,
otherwise known as the Commander's
Quarters or Building Number 111.
rom
cellar
to
top
floor
they
experienced the grandeur of this
architectural extravagance. In 1863
Colonel Thomas Rodman commissioned
the building of this elaborate
Building Number 37

The clean-up fund is part of
President
Clinton's
directive
to
speed up the turnover of federal
bases, such as Watertown's, back to
local reuse. A series of delays in
studies
assessing
environmental
hazards
and
evaluating
clean-up
requirements
has
prepared
town
officials for the fact that the site
will not be ready for full reuse
until possibly 1998.

The subject will be "Heraldry:
Story of Your Coat of A r m s ."
On November 16, 1995 our gues
speaker will be Doreen Smith. Ms
Smith is a council member of the
Historical Society of Watertown and
has lectured privately and in adult
education programs in the Boston
area since 1967. The subject will be
"Colonial America and the Birth of a
N a t i o n ."

FOWLE HOUSE TOURS

Building Number 311

On May 8 the Edmund Fowle House
Museum was toured by 20 guests of
the Watertown school system. Nancy
Samaria's 4th grade class from the
Lowell School hiked over from their
classroom to see, touch and feel
what it might have been like to live
at
the
time
of
the
American
Revolution.

On
September
29,
1995,
Watertown will inherit this 33 acres
of land owned by the United States
Army since 1816! It is the last
operating
parcel
of
land
in
Watertown that is controlled by our
Defense Department.
In 1990, Watertown appointed an
Arsenal Reuse Committee to devise a
plan to reintroduce this land into
the open market safely and securely.
All of the inhabitants of our town
are encouraged to take an active
role in deciding what purpose this
property should evolve into.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Jack Zollo and
Nancy Samaria's 4th Grade Class

Since
1888,
the
Historical
Society has been providing
four
public meetings per year.
On September 20,
1995
our
guest speaker will be Linda Honan,
who is Program Director at the
Higgins Armory Museum in Worcester.

The Edmund Fowle House is the
only
building
left
standing
in
Watertown with direct connections trJ^
the activities which led to the^^
birth of our nation. The children
were fascinated to learn that part
2

f the American Revolution took
place in their town, a fact that is
not always taught in school.
Z
Patriots such as Ben Franklin
^and George Washington met with other
very important individuals in the
Edmund Fowle House to discuss issues
sensitive at that time, such as no
taxation without representation, and
planning for the Battle of Bunker
Hill.
They were just as excited to
see other fascinating exhibits in
the museum such as the American
Legion Post 99's historic collection
and
the
Society's
fine
arts
collection, which includes paintings
done by local artists Ellen Robbins
and Henry Rice.
While touring the grounds of
the
Fowle
House,
Nancy
Samaria
announced that the grammar school
class has a grant available to them
to be spent on plantings. As a
community service they would like to
return with flowers and seeds/bulbs
to improve the exterior of our house
museum.
^
The following day a group of 23
fctudents from the middle
school
visited our museum. Frank Esser's
7th grade class walked from the West
End on a beautiful spring day to see
a place that most of them had never
heard about.
This group was amazed at the
artifacts our Society displays, and
their curiosity fueled a nonstop
barrage of questions. They wanted to
know who made the doll's cradle
constructed of pieces from a Boston
Tea Party ba r r e l . They examined the
models depicting the location and
activities
of
the
Revolutionary
Provincial Congress and took copies
of the U.S. Constitution which were
provided by the Historical Society.
When they were told about the
extensive restoration efforts on the
Edmund Fowle House over the past
seven years, they wanted to see the
work that had been done, such as the
floor stabilization. While in the
cellar they were shown the axe marks
that are still clearly visible in
the main beams
of the building
dating from the time it was built.
They saw the old well which had been

placed in the floor at the time the
Fowle House was moved from Mount
Auburn
Street
to
its
present
location in 1870.
Outside the museum, they toured
the grounds, and their imaginations
exploded when they learned of the
cistern which had been discovered a
few years before and pleaded to be
involved with the excavation of it!

Frank Esser's 7th Grade Class

Just before taking the photo
above, Paul Brennan spent 20 minutes
answering questions about the Fowle
family and how they lived. The group
learned that the Fowle home was the
birthplace and later the classroom
of their children. It was the place
where their children were married
and later gave birth to their own
families.
It was also the place
where the family members died and
were waked.
The
young
adults
found
it
unusual
that
three
successive
generations
of
the Fowle
family
spent
their
lives
within
one
building.
The Watertown Social Studies
Department couldn't help learning of
the Fowle House Museum from the
children's
tours.
From
the
inspiration
and
efforts
of
our
Education
Committee
Chair,
Jack
Zollo, the entire department held
their monthly meeting in the council
3

chamber of our headquarters. All of
the representatives were given an
extensive tour of the museum. Most
of the 13 teachers present were
visiting our building for the first
t i m e.
The department was surprised at
how close to the High School the
Edmund Fowle House Museum is located
and
very
impressed
at
the
restoration
efforts
of
our
organization. It was most of all
inspired by the vast collection of
resources that are available as an
educational tool for our town.
Our Society is proud of its
collection
of
educational
and
interesting artifacts. We praise the
efforts of Jack Zollo,
who has
created a school system outreach
program which now brings our young
people to this national landmark in
their very own town. This program
excites interest in the exploration
of history by allowing the children
to see, touch and breathe in the
history of places which were once
only referred to in the pages of
their school books.
The Director of Social Studies,
Richard Nadjarian, has been working
closely with Jack Zollo to create an
award for students of the 8th grade.
For the first time in Watertown's
history, children at this level of
education now have an opportunity to
compete and achieve recognition for
their outstanding abilities in the
study of local history. This year's
award will go to the 8th grade
student who submits the best essay
of 500 words about the history of
the Watertown Arsenal. (See page 6)

SPREAD THE WORD
The
Historical
Society
ofWatertown
is
requesting
your^
participation.
We have in our possession a
"Nationally
Registered
Historic
House" that is over 250 years old.
In 1980,
as part
of
the 350th
celebration
of
the
founding
of
Watertown, we were able to open a
portion of the house for public
viewing. Our goal is to continue the
project
of
restoring the entire
house and to expand our educational
services.
We
are
a
non-profit
organization. Since 1888 our Society
has been staffed by people who are
committed to preserving Watertown's
rich history.
Will you help us by passing on
this membership application to a
friend? Membership entitles you to:

Four public programs per year.
(March, May, Sept and Nov)

I

Access to historical Data housed
in the library of the Edmund
Fowle House.
(by appointment only)
Our Newsletter "The Town Crier"
(published four times per year)

The Society looks forward
welcoming all new members.

to

APPLICATION
N A M E :_________________________________
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ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE NO:________________
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Classification of Membership
INDIVIDUAL............... $ 10.00
FAMILY................... $ 15.00
SENIOR/STUDENT........... $ 6.0Q:
SPONSOR.................. $ 50.00
LIFETIME................. $100.00
TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION
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YARD SALE
The response to our request for
^donations to our yard sale has not
been as substantial as we had hoped.
Consequently, we have postponed the
yard sale until spring in order to
give us time to collect more items.
We have volunteers willing to
come to your house to pick up any
items you cannot bring here to the
Edmund Fowle House yourself.
Please call Joyce Kelly at 9239318 to arrange a date and time for
the transfer of your donations. We
would greatly appreciate anything
you could donate for this event.

everything he was involved in, he
also invested in!
The creation of this memorial
award was brought about due to love
and admiration for Charles T. Burke.

NEW MEMBERS
We wish to welcome a new member
to the Historical Society:
Dr. Stephen Steadman

CHARLES T. BURKE
AWARD
In June 1995, the Historical
Society of Watertown presented the
second
annual
Charles
T.
Burke
Award, given to a Watertown Public
School
student whose energy and
interest in local history were pure
and unsurpassed by his/her peers.
The award is given by our
Society in the name of forty year
member Charles T. Burke. Born in
1903, Mr. Burke passed away 2 years
ago after 91 happy and healthy years
of
life.
In
his
lifetime
he
encouraged children to participate
in and benefit from our community.
He did so by being actively involved
in local politics and organizations
such as the Boys and Girls Club, the
Boy Scouts, the Public Library and
A>the Historical Society. In all his
^ y e a r s of public service, he also
found it in his financial capability
to
practice
philanthropy;
for

Charles T. Burke
Education Committee Chair, Jack
Zollo,
decided
that
the
1995
candidates would be required to
submit a written essay 250 words
long, typed double-spaced, with an
attached bibliography. Jack took the
Charles T. Burke award that much
further by offering it to eighth
grade
students,
who,
to
our
astonishment,
have
few
special
awards offered to them by local
organizations such as our own.
On Friday, June 15, 1995, our
president,
Paul Brennan, was the
guest
speaker
at
the
Watertown
Middle
School's
annual
awards
ceremony. President Brennan thanked
each and every student who submitted
an essay on the "History of the
Watertown
A r s e n a l ."
Essays
were
submitted by twenty-two students of
the 8th grade. The one chosen as the
best would receive the Charles T.
Burke Award, a check for $100.00 and
a copy of G. Frederick Robinson's
book Great Little Watertown.
Melissa Walsh was unanimously
chosen
by
three
judges,
Paul
Brennan,
Jack Zollo and Richard
Nadjarian, for her effort.
Ms. Walsh's winning essay is
printed on the following page.
5

THE WATERTOWN ARSENAL
On April 23, 1808, President
James Madison received authority
under
Section
Two
of
the
Act
approved to build a new Ars e n a l .
Some of the requirements of the new
location
were
security,
accessibility
of
transportation,
military position, land prices, and
availability and cost of building
materials. The sites around Boston
included
Watertown,
Lexington,
Billerica Mills, and Haverhill. The
Watertown site was selected because
of
the
following
reason:
"well
situated for receiving arms
and
equipment
manufactured
in
Massachusetts
and
intended
for
distribution in the Eastern states."
On
December
1,
1819,
the
Watertown Arsenal became a military
facility as a result of activities
in the War of
1812.
The
first
Commanding
Officer
of
the
new
Arsenal was Captain Talcott. The
original quadrangle which stood two
and
one
half
story
buildings
consisted of
13 brick buildings
arranged
in
a
square.
These
buildings
were
storehouses,
magazines
for
powder,
officers'
quarters, barracks for enlisted men,
various smith shops for carpenters
and other workers. The buildings
were designed by architect Alexander
Parris. The first 40 acres cost the
government $5600. Twenty years later
it
cost
the
government
$3500
dollars for additional land.
The Watertown Arsenal built a
50 foot nuclear reactor that was
used for research in the 1960s. In
1970 the reactor was closed because
an outbreak of new technology was
easier and less expensive to use.
The fuel was removed in the 1970s,
but the structure still contains low
levels of radioactive contamination
and other hazardous waste.
John
Airasian is the Chairman of the
reuse committee at the A r sena l . He
said,
"We're
dealing
with
all
different types of problems down
there: low-level radioactive waste,
underground storage tanks, soil and
ground
water
contamination,

asbestos. And that's just a few of
them."
The
cleanup
is
ongoing.
Approximately $72 million has beei^^
spent. Most of this has been th I V
dismantling of the research nuclear
reactor
and
the
radioactive
contamination
of
the
site.
$25
million more has been designated for
environmental restoration. More than
300
laborers,
electricians,
carpenters,
security
guards
and
administrators are taking part with
the interior of the reactor, which
is made of concrete and steel. As
each piece is dismantled,
it is
surveyed with a geiger counter to
measure
its
radioactivity.
Contaminated pieces are placed in
containers. After further testing
they are either shipped to a waste
disposal site in Barnwell,
South
Carolina,
or
to
a
Utah
site,
depending on its characteristics.
As a cost saving measure, the
Army
is
closing
many
military
facilities around the country. The
Watertown Arsenal site was one of
the first on the list to be c l o s e d ^ ^
Much of the work at the base will b ^ P
moved to a new constructed research
facility in Aberdeen, Maryland.
The
Watertown
Arsenal
will
close as an active military site on
September 30, 1995, with a possible
extension of 18 months. The closure
date for the base was set by an act
of Congress in 1988. The entire site
is on the National Historic Register
and it is one of the oldest Arsenals
in the U.S.A.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS
Paul Brennan - President
E. Joyce Munger - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Diana Baccari - Recording Secretary
Claudette Brennan - Corresponding Secretary
Ken Rand - Curator
Louis Allegro - Councilor
Lynne Menton Brennan - Councilor
Philip Boyajian - Councilor
Helene Dousa - Councilor
Kathleen Nuhn - Councilor
Dorren Smith - Councilor
Dody Waring - Councilor
Sigrid Reddy Watson - Councilor
Barbara Zade - Councilor
Jack Zollo - Councilor
VOLUNTEERS

Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town Crier
Sesha Konda - Case Researcher
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AETNA

On
September
27th,
Paul
Brennan, President of the Historical
Society, greeted the members of the
Senior Center for the sixth time in
about a year for yet another much
anticipated historic tour of a long
forgotten treasure of our town, the
Aetna Mills.
After a question and answer
period in the Senior Center, the
group of thirty members boarded the
shuttle and traveled down to the
banks of the Charles River to view
one of Watertown's early industrial
influences of the 18th and 19th
century.
The large complex of red brick
buildings located at the corner of
Bridge and Pleasant Streets is now
kowned and occupied by The Boston
scientific
Corporation.
These
buildings rise up along the banks of
both sides of the Charles River. The
common thread between Newton and
Watertown at this point of the river

MILLS

was here that the parent company of
the old Aetna Mills was conceived.
The Bemis Mills Company was the
parent company to The Aetna Mills
Company. The original history of
this mill is very interesting.
The dam on which the mill is
located was built by David Bemis and
Enos Sumner in 1778. David Bemis
owned 64 acres
of land on the
Watertown side of the Charles River
and Enos Sumner owned land on the
Newton side. In 1779, Enos Sumner
sold his land on the Newton side to
three men who built a paper mill.
David Bemis became two-thirds owner
of this the next year. His sons,
Luke and Isaac, became sole owners
and carried on the business of paper
making until the death of Isaac in
1794 .
In 1778, David Bemis built a
grist-mill and snuff-mill on the
Watertown side of the Charles River,
the first mill on this side. His

sons, Seth and Luke, became full
owners upon the death of David in
1790 .

Cliff Blackwood of Boston Scientific Corp.
receiving seniors at museum entrance

In 1796, Seth bought out his
brother
Luke
and
began
to
manufacture chocolate and to prepare
dye-woods and medicinal woods and
roots for use. In 1803 he began the
spinning of cotton by machinery,
making cotton warp. This procedure
produced far superior cotton to that
spun by hand, and Mr. Bemis could
not keep up with the demand. The
business became quite profitable.

#

In 1812, with the aid of an
Englishman, Seth Bemis initiated the
use of the first illuminating gas in
America made from coal, and used it
to light his factory. This practice
was discontinued after a few years,
however, because of the gas leaking
from the tin tubes through which it
was conducted.
By 1839, the business was owned
by Seth Bemis and Seth Bemis Jr.
Bemis Mills was manufacturing cotton
and woolen goods on both sides of
the river. The Newton side was also
manufacturing drugs and dye woods.
In 1847, the dye wood business
was sold to William F. Freeman, and
in 1860, the entire property.
William F. Freeman & Company
transferred the property to the
Aetna Mill
Company,
who greatly
expanded the works on the Watertown
side of the Charles River.
Between
these
mills
was
a
rolling dam, claimed by some to be
the only one in America. Another
also exists in England at Warwick
Castle.
While water wheels
supplied
part of the power required by the
mills, steam was also desirable. For
heating, drying and other purposes,
a steam engine was required. Four
large boilers were used requiring
about three tons of coal each day.

Tour group in the museum

The Aetna Mills Safe
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There
were
many
different
departments in the mill:
The
so r t i n g
department
contained, at times, over 100,000
pounds of wool of various kinds;
Australian wools, cashmere, camels'

hair, etc.
The
scouring-room
and
the
dyeing-room stored numerous kinds of
^lyes required to produce a great
variety of shades of all colors.

woolen goods here.
In
1982,
Boston
Scientific
Corporation moved into the buildings
on the Charles River. This company
is a worldwide developer,

A view of the site of the old rolling dam from Bridge Street

The dyed wool was then passed
through the dryers, the picker-room
and the gauze-room to the cardingroom. Here the wool was cleaned and
untangled before spinning.
Next it was spooled, that is,
the wool was spun and wound on
bobbins to get it ready for weaving.
The huge spinning jennies that did
this were capable of doing the work
of several hundred people with far
greater accuracy and evenness of
thread.
In the weaving department, the
product was transferred to looms of
different degrees of complexity,
depending on the desired finished
product.
The most important step of all
in the manufacture of cloth is in
the
finishing
department.
The
product was now inspected, pressed,
measured,
folded and packed for
shipment to m arket.
The
improvement
of
the
manufacture of woolen goods resulted
in Aetna
Mills'
products
being
touted as among the finest and best
woolen goods found in the mark e t .
In 1931, Aetna Mills moved to
Rowell,
Massachusetts.
The
mill
buildings were auctioned off and
bought by John T. Lodge Company in
1934, who continued to manufacture

manufacturer and marketer of medical
devices. They sell products in
numerous product categories which
are used by physicians to perform
less invasive medical procedures.
These products are used in a wide
range of interventional medical
specialties, including cardiology,
gastroenterology,
pulmonary
medicine,
radiology,
urology and
vascular surgery.

HISTORICAL
COMMISSION
It gives us great pleasure to
announce the reactivation of the
Watertown
Historical
Commission.
This
panel
will
be
the
town's
official
historical
preservation
agency.
The
Commission
will
be
responsible for conducting research
on
places
of
historic
or
archeological
value;
provide
advocacy, advice and recommendations
for the preservation, rehabilitation
and
development
of
historic
properties and locations; and for
the
purpose
of
protecting
such
places, make recommendations that
3

any such place be certified as an
historical landmark. They will also
coordinate with other local groups
Vhose interests involve history or
historical preservation.
Seven members of our community
have
been
appointed
to
this
commission and will serve a term of
three
years:
Paul
M.
Brennan;
Victoria J. Carter; Roger Erickson;
Paul C. Menton; Kenneth S. Rand;
Michelle L. Rudman;
and Natalie
Zakarian.
We wish to express our sincere
thanks for their commitment to the
town of Watertown.

COAT OF ARMS
On September 2 0 ; the Historical
Society
of
Watertown
hosted
a
program on "Heraldry: The Story of
Your Coat of A r m s ."
The featured speaker was Linda
Honan,
program
director
if
the
Higgins Armory Museum in Worcester.
Heraldry dates back to the 12th
century when knights began wearing
full-face helmets in battles and
tournaments.
To
distinguish
themselves from each other, knights
decorated their shields.
These
designs
were
also
embroidered on the linen coverings
worn over suits of armor, which
protected the man in the metal from
sun and rain. The phrase "coat of
arms" traces its derivation to these
cloth panels.
According to Honan,
a major
misconception is that
the crest
represents the coat of arms. "The
crest is a decorative element on the
helmet and is only one small part of
the design."
Usually reserved for knights
and landowners, heraldry was also
awarded to craftsmen and peasants.
Many craft guilds had coats of arms
that included a tool or other symbol
of their trade. Aristocrats chose
hnore striking decorations, such as
eagles
or
lions
in
reared-up
positions.
"Canting" designs, which are a

pun on a name, were also popular.
The Queen Mother's maiden name was
Bowes-Lyon.
Her
family
herald
includes a bow, as in "bows and
arrows," along with a lion. A family
named Fisher might choose a fish.
Specific
designs
became
inheritable family property.
This subject can be explored
further by paying a visit to the
Higgins Armory Museum in Worcester.
Call (508)853-6015 for museum times.

ALL OCCASION
CARDS
The Historical Society has
4 1/4" X 5 1/2" all occasion cards
for sale. The front page depicts a
sketch of the Edmund Fowle House
(home of the Historical Society) and
the
inside
is
blank
for
your
personal n o t e .
All proceeds from the sale of
these cards will be used for the
continuing
restoration
of
the
building.
There are 10 cards and 10
envelopes per package for $5.00 plus
$.25 tax and $2.85 for postage. You
are welcome to come by the Edmund
Fowle House to pick up your cards if
you prefer (and you will save the
postage charge). Call 923-9318 to
set up a time.
ORDER FORM
I wish to order _____
All Occasion Cards.

packages

of

N a m e :______________ _________________
Addre s s :_____________________________
City:________________________________
State :________________ Zip :__________
Enclosed is my check for __________
The Society
support.

thanks

you

for

your

The members of the council of
the Historical Society wish all of
our members a happy holiday season.
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PERKINS SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND

In the spring of 1630, a boat
carrying Roger Clap
(one of our
founding fathers) and his crew rowed
up the Charles River and came ashore
at the foot of a steep bank. Here
they encountered the Indians native
to this area, and Roger Clap wrote
this account:
"We
stopped
at
Charlestown
where we found some wigwams and one
house; and in the house there was a

man which had a boiled bass but no
bread that we see. But we did eat of
his bass. We went up Charles River
until the river grew narrow and
shallow and there we landed our
goods with much labour and toil. The
bank being steep and night coming
on, we were informed that there we
had
by
us
3 00
Indians.
One
Englishman
(an old planter)
that
could speak the Indian language went
to them and advised them not to come

ear us in the night, and they
hearkened to his counsel and came
not.
I myself
was
one
of
the
sentinels that first night. In the
morning, •some of the Indians came
and stood at a distance off, looking
at us, but came not near us. But
when they had been awhile in view,
some of them came and held out a
great bass towards us; so we sent a
man with a biscuit, and changed the
cake for the bass. Afterwards they
supplied us with bass, exchanging a
bass for a biscuit, and were very
friendly unto us."
This historic event (exchanging
a bass for a biscuit) was recorded
by the architect Charles Brigham on
the town seal. The place with the
steep bank would eventually become
the present site of Perkins School
for the Blind.

necessity
of
a
school
as
an
opportunity for their education.
He and his friends applied to
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
for a charter for the new school. It
was soon granted, establishing the
New England Asylum for the Blind,
the purpose being "to educate blind
p ersons."
On
the
charter
many
prominent Bostonians were named as
incorporators,
including
blind
historian
William
H.
Prescott,
Colonel Thomas Handasyd Perkins (for
whom the school would be named in
the future), members of the Lowell
and Thorndike
families,
and Dr.
Fisher, himself.
Officers
and
trustees
were
elected, and Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe
was appointed as first Director of
the New England Asylum for the
Blind.

'
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Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe

St.-1'#

Watertown's Seal

In the early 1820's, Dr. John
Dix Fisher, a medical student from
Boston,
visited
The
National
Institution
for
Blind
Youth
in
Paris. This school in Paris, the
first of its kind, was opened in
1784. After returning to Boston in
1826, Fisher decided there was a
great need for this type of school
in the United States.
Fisher met with some of his
friends and spoke of the dilemma of
the blind in the U.S.
and the

Dr. Howe, who had just returned
from serving in the Greek War of
Independence, was a skilled and very
intelligent
man,
but
had
no
experience in educating the blind.
He travelled to Europe to collect
information
and
found
"much
to
admire and copy, but also much to
a v oid."
Howe came back to Boston with
three embossed books,
two blind
teachers, and many ideas.
The New England Asylum for the
Blind was incorporated in 1829 and
was first located in Boston in the
Pleasant Street home of Dr. Howe's
2

er. It began with two students;
ers Sophia and Abbey Carter from
ver, and two teachers; Emile
cheri of Paris and John Pringle
dinburgh. By August there were
students and another teacher,
11 Mason, to teach music.
By 1833, it was evident that
Mr. Howe's home was too small to
house
the
expanding
school
any
longer. Vice President and Trustee
Colonel Thomas H. Perkins offered
his Pearl Street home as a new
location, with the stipulation that
$25,000 be raised to help support
the growing institution. Bostonians
responded generously and Perkins
collected twice the amount asked
fo r .
The public was allowed to tour
the facility on Saturdays to see the
work being done by the students and
staff. Demonstrations were given in
public places to expose government
officials and the public alike to
the abilities and needs of the blind
students.
There
was
still
a
serious
shortage of embossed books, due to
the enormous cost of embossing and
printing this particular type of
book. Howe dreamed of creating a
printing
department
to
print
embossed books to be sold to or
traded with other printing houses
around the world. He felt that if he
could
convince
some
well
known
authors to pay to have their works
embossed, it would generate public
interest
and
support.
Charles
Dickens contributed by financing the
printing and distribution of 250
copies
of
his
book
"The
Old
Curiosity Shop." Perkins' copy is
still housed in their library.
Howe designed many embossed
maps
and
contracted
the
school
printer, S. P. Ruggles, to design
and
construct
a
giant
embossed
globe. This globe still stands in
the lobby of the Howe Building.
Today the globe
is in delicate
condition, and donations are being
accepted towards defraying the cost
of its restoration. As we stated in
our June 1995 newsletter, anyone who
contributes will receive a copy of
Helen Keller's "My Religion." Checks

R

can be sent to:

Perkins School for the Blind
Globe Restoration Fund
175 North Beacon St
Watertown, MA 02172

Tactual World Globe

As
time went
on,
Dr.
Howe
became
more
involved
in
the
education of the blind and began to
explore the education of the deafblind,
who
at
the
time
were
considered unreachable.
In 1837,
Howe admitted Laura Bridgman to
Perkins < Laura would come to be
known as the first deaf-blind child
to be successfully educated, a feat
for which Dr. Howe became world
renowned.
Charles Dickens,
who was a
friend of Dr. Howe's, visited the
school during a lecture tour of
America in 1842 . He wrote about his
observations
there
in
his
book
"American Notes." Years later, this
reference would lead the Kellers to
Perkins in search of help for their
daughter Helen.
Howe knew how important it was
to teach the blind and deaf-blind
marketable skills and the public
needed to be educated of their
resulting employability. Howe wanted
to equip his
students with the
ability "to go out in the world, not
to eat the bread of charity, but to
earn a livelihood by honest work."
He started a workshop where the
students
learned
many
different
3

skills
and
where
merchants
and
manufacturers could see the results.
The
number
of
students
had
exceeded 60, and by 1839 it was
clear that the Perkins residence was
getting crowded. A new dwelling was
found in South Boston, in a hotel
known as the Mount Washington House.
(This location is where the present
South
Boston
Municipal
Building
stands.) Colonel Thomas H. Perkins
sold his Pearl Street house and gave
the proceeds to the school, in order
that they might purchase the site.
The corporation acknowledged this
generous
gift
by
changing
the
school's name to Perkins Institution
and Massachusetts Asylum for the
Blind.
In 1876, at the age of 74, Dr.
Samuel Gridley Howe died. His forty
years of devotion to the school had
changed the lives of many children,
and would change the lives of many
more to c o m e .

Library and Museum. The Research
Library and Museum are still an
indispensable
component
of
the
education of teachers in training at
Perkins.
It was during Mr.
Anagnos'
administration that Anne Sullivan
came to Perkins. Ms. Sullivan had
virtually no previous education and
was unable even to spell her name.
With encouragement
from Anagnos,
Anne graduated valedictorian of her
class in 1886.
It was around this time that
the Keller family began to seek help
for their daughter Helen. Their six
year old child had lost her sight
and hearing early in childhood and
they saw no hope for her future.
After receiving advice from many
specialists,
they
followed
the
suggestion of scientist Alexander
Graham
Bell
that
they
contact
Michael Anagnos, Director of Perkins
School.

Before ending our commentary on
Dr. Howe, I would like to mention
that he was married to Julia Ward
(Howe), a notable person in her own
right. Ms. Ward and Dr. Howe were
married on April 23, 1843. He was
40, and she was 21. As many of you
know, Ms. Howe was the author of the
"Battle Hymn of the Republic" as
well as the founder of Mother's Day.
She was a prolific writer of poems,
plays and numerous
articles
for
magazines published at that time.
She was an avid women's
rights
advocate and went on to become the
founder of the New England Women's
Club in 1868, and along with Lucy
Stone and others, a co-founder of
the
New
England
Woman
Suffrage
Association. She died in 1910 at the
age of 91 of pneumonia.
Michael Anagnos, who had been
Dr. Howe's assistant for many years,
(and was also his son-in-law) became
his successor.
The
school
was
financially
/••s stable now, and Mr. Anagnos began to
focus
on
other
areas
for
improvement. In conjunction with the
School for the Blind in Vienna, he
established
Perkins
Blindiana

Helen Keller and Anne Sullivan

Anagnos
recommended
that Anne
Sullivan work with Helen Keller at
her home in Alabama. This event led
to Ms. Sullivan's life as a teacher.
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Sullivan demonstrated that she was
equal
to
the
task
of
teaching
language by educating Helen Keller
using only reports of work compiled
according to Dr. Howe's teachings of
Laura Bridgman.
At
the
invitation
of
Mr.
Anagnos, Anne would bring Helen to
Perkins to study from 1888 to 1892.
Along with Ms. Keller, her life-long
student,
Anne
brought
enormous
progress
to the
field of deafblindness.
Most of the students of Perkins
were 8 years old or older. Anagnos
recognized the necessity for aid to
younger
blind
children,
so
he
founded the Kindergarten for the
Blind. This school was located in
Jamaica Plain and totally separate
from the Perkins
Institution
in
South Boston. The teacher to student
ratio was raised at both schools to
allow
more
concentration
on
individual cases. Michael Anagnos
was director of both schools until
his death in 1906.
His successor was Edward E.
Allen. Allen was a former teacher at
Perkins who went
on to be the
Superintendent of the School for the

Blind in Philadelphia. Upon Anagnos'
death, Mr. Allen was called back to
Perkins
School
to
assume
the
directorship.
Allen was
disturbed by the
shortage of space for the children
to run and play. He searched for an
expanse of land the would afford the
room for all kinds of recreational
and
educational
activities.
The
search ended at the Stickney estate
in Watertown on the banks of the
Charles River, the site of Roger
Clap's landing in the spring of
1630, and the site of today's 38
acre campus.
Now that a suitable site had
been found, Dr. Allen began to plan
the layout of the campus. Keeping in
mind Dr. Howe's Cottage Plan and the
conventions of the early 1900's of
keeping male and female students
separate, he designed the main and
residential school buildings to be
built on an axis that split the
campus in half; one side of the axis
the mirror
image of the other.
Although
the
buildings
were
separate,
they
were
equal
in
recreational,
educational
and
residential facilities. This

The Perkins Campus on Che Charles River
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segregation was due to concerns of
the
day
that
blindness
was
hereditary as well as the prominent
view of mandatory separation of the
sexes.
Ground was broken for the new
school in Watertown in 1910. The
progress of its construction was
followed intently in the regional
newspapers. In the fall of 1912 both
the main school in South Boston and
the kindergarten in Jamaica Plain
moved to the new campus.
Dr. Allen's interest in ample
recreation and physical activity for
the students led to his 1908 hiring
of the first physiotherapist by a
school for the blind. In 1916 he
appointed "home visitors" to yield
more
family
involvement.
This
concept was
the predecessor for
today's social worker. The HayesBinet Test was developed during
Allen's
directorship.
This
test
demonstrated that the intelligence
of blind people does not differ from
that of seeing people.
In 1920,
Harvard University originated the
Teacher Training Program, resulting
from Dr. Allen's wish to make the
education
of
the
blind
a
professional
career.
He
also
arranged for speech therapists to
work with the students.
All of these efforts worked
toward his objective of enabling the
blind
to
establish
a place
in
society.
Upon Dr. Allen's retirement in
1931, the position of director was
filled by Dr. Gabriel Farrell. Dr.
Farrell
continued the innovative
work of his predecessors. He created
a department where the vibration
technique was used to teach the
deaf-blind to speak. Allen combined
three sections of the School (Lower
School,
Boys'
Upper
School
and
Girls' Upper School) and started the
desegregation of male and female
students
in
the
classroom.
Dr.
Farrell
also
established
the
magazine The Lantern,
written to
keep the public informed of the
school's activities.
It was during Dr. Farrell's
tenure that David Abraham began work
on the prototype Perkins Brailler.

The Brailler was manufactured by the
School at Howe Memorial Press and
distributed throughout the world.

The Perkins Brailler

Dr. Farrell retired in 1951 and
was
succeeded by Dr.
Edward J.
Waterhouse. The production of the
Perkins Brailler also began in 1951.
David Abraham's endeavor became a
success
after
several
years
of
arduous work devoted to fulfilling
his
vision.
Today,
the
Perkins
Brailler has undergone little, if
any, major redesign. Over 220,000
Braillers have been produced and
distributed to countries world-wide.
The severe shortage of teachers
of the deaf-blind became apparent
during
the
directorship
of
Dr.
Waterhouse. The Trustees established
a graduate Teacher Training Program
for the education of teachers of the
deaf-blind
in
conjunction
with
Boston University.
During this period additional
buildings were erected,
including
the Northeast and North Buildings.
These two buildings were constructed
in anticipation of an increase in
the deaf-blind population due to the
outbreak of rubella. The corporation
6

formally changed the name of the
school from Perkins Institution for
the Blind to Perkins School for the
Blind. This change was make because
of
the
increasingly
negative
connotation
of
the
word
"institution."
In 1971 Benjamin F. Smith was
appointed Director of Perkins. Mr.
Smith
was
the
first
visually
impaired
person
to
direct
the
school.
During his directorship,
mandatory
special
education
legislation was passed on a state
and national level. The field of
blindness in the United States also
began
to
undergo
a
number
of
important changes to accommodate a
more diverse population that needed
assistance. Programs were offered in
public and residential schools, and
training programs were established
for multi-impaired students.
Services at Perkins were also
expanded. The Adult Services Program
was launched in 1974. During the
1971-1977 period the school began to
serve a larger number of multiimpaired students.
In 1977, Charles C. Woodcock
was appointed Director of Perkins,
and the Howe Press manufactured the
100,000th Perkins Brailler. In 1979
the School
celebrated
its 150th
Anniversary.
In 1982 Perkins allowed the
admittance of students and clients
with multiple handicaps other than
blindness.
In 1983, two new programs were
introduced;
the
Severe
Impaired
Program and the Community Living
Services
Program.
In
1984,
the
Projects
with
Industry
Program
began.
In
1985,
Kevin
J.
Lessard
became Director of Perkins. The oncampus
population
has
remained
steady since that time, but Perkins'
services have
spread beyond the
campus
boundaries
and
into
the
community, unveiling a vast world to
students and clients alike. There
are numerous off-campus and outreach
services devised to meet the needs
of these people.
In 1989, the Conrad N. Hilton
Foundation awarded Perkins a five-

year $15 million grant to create the
Hilton/Perkins
National
and
International Program, an outreach
program that spans the globe. This
partnership furnishes programs and
services for thousands of children,
parents and teachers throughout the
world.
It
produces
numerous
publications in several languages.
All
of
these
programs
acknowledge
these
students
and
clients
as
individuals
with
distinctive needs.
Perkins'
farreaching network of educational,
clinical,
residential and support
services allows them to meet those
needs. Its emphasis on independence
and self-reliance, and its openness
to new ideas has secured the respect
of leaders in education throughout
the world.

MAY PUBLIC
MEETING
On Saturday, May 18, 1996 the
annual meeting of The Historical
Society of Watertown will be held in
Story
Chapel,
as
the
enclosed
invitation states. We are expecting
100
or more people to attend.
Anyone
wishing
to
make
and
contribute
a
homemade
dessert,
please contact Claudette Brennan at
926-1893 after 7 P.M.
We thank all of our members for
their continued support.

ANNUAL DUES
The past year has been very
eventful for the Historical Society.
We
have
enjoyed
four
wonderful
public programs and have published
four issues of "The Town Crier,"
Due
to spiraling costs,
we
regret to inform you that we have
been forced to raise dues from the
former rate to the following:

j
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Individual....................
Senior/Student...............
Family........................
Individual Sponsor...........
Li f e ..........................
Corporate....................
Corporate Sponsor............
Donation.........

$15.00
10.00
25.00
50.00
150.00
100.00
500.00

N a m e :_________________________________
Address:_____________________________
City:_________________________________
State :___________ Zip:_______________
Membership dues are due by
April 30, 1996. Please return in the
enclosed envelope.

CORRECTION
In
the
December
1995
newsletter, we informed you of the
availability of our Ali Occasion
Cards. These cards are 4 1/4" X 5
1/2" and depict a sketch of the
Edmund Fowle House on the front. The
inside is blank for your personal
note. There are 10 cards and 10
envelopes per package for $5.00 plus
$.25 tax. We stated that the postage
would be $2.85. (We must have been
flustered
by
the
Christmas
confusion!) The correct amount of
the
postage
is
$1.26.
You
are
welcome to come by the Edmund Fowle
House to pick up your cards if you
prefer
(and you
will
save
the
postage charge.) Call 923-9318 to
set up a time.
ORDER FORM
I wish to order ______
All Occasion Cards.

packages of

N a m e :______________________________
Address:____________________________
City:_______________________________
State :______________ Zip :____________
All proceeds from the sale of these
cards
will
be
used
for
the
continuing
restoration
of
the
building. The Society thanks you for
your support.

YARD SALE
As we have mentioned in past
newsletters, we are planning a yard
sale. The sale will be Saturday,
September 7th (rain date Saturday,
September 14th.)
We
are
still
gratefully
accepting donations for the sale and
have volunteers willing to come to
your house to collect items, if you
cannot bring them to the Edmund
Fowle House yourself. Because of the
large amount of work involved in
organizing
this
sale,
such
as
categorizing, pricing,
storage of
items,
etc.,
we
ask
that
all
products are clean and in working
o r der.
All proceeds will go to the
Historical Society.
Please call Joyce Kelly at 9239318 to arrange a date and time for
the transfer of your donations.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS
Paul Brennan - President
E. Joyce Munger - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Diana Baccari - Recording Secretary
Claudette Brennan - Corresponding Secretary
Ken Rand - Curator
Louis Allegro - Councilor
Lynne Menton Brennan - Councilor
Philip Boyajian - Councilor
Helene Dousa - Councilor
Kathleen Nuhn - Councilor
Doreen Smith - Councilor
Dody Waring - Councilor
Sigrid Reddy Watson - Councilor
Barbara Zade - Councilor
Jack Zollo - Councilor
VOLUNTEERS
Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town Crier
Sesha Konda - Case Researcher

THANKS
I wish to extend a special
Thank You to Marguerite Norton, who
is the Assistant Editor of the Town
Crier (and is also my mother) for
all of her help in editing the
newsletters this past year.
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THE GALEN STREET BRIDGE
The acreage of Watertown was
much larger when first established
in 1630 than it is now. In 1635, the
boundaries of Watertown included the
present towns of Watertown, Waltham,
Weston, a large part of Lincoln, and
the part of Cambridge lying east of
Mount Auburn Cemetery between Fresh
Pond and the Charles River.
There
are
several
bridges
within the boundaries of Watertown
mentioned in early records.
The
earliest,
and probably the most
important, was the bridge built over
u:he Charles River at the head of the
p.ide water, near the first mill. The
location is now referred to as the
Delta Area in Watertown Square. This
was called the Mill Bridge, or the
Great Bridge. We now call it the
Galen Street Bridge.

SaonMuESs
Galen Street Bridge

The earliest reference to this
bridge is in the records of the
leneral Court dated June 2, 1641.
^‘his record orders that "the toll of

Mr. Mayhew's bridge is referred to
the Governor and two magistrates, to
settle for seven y e a r s ." The right
of a toll bridge was not granted,
apparently, for it appears in the
records that the court granted Mr.
Mayhew "300 acres of land in regard
of his charges about the bridge at
Watertown Mill, and the bridge to
belong to the country."
"Mr. Mayhew" is Thomas Mayhew,
who came to this area in 1631. He
was chairman of the committee which
reported to the General Court. He
was also temporarily proprietor of
the Mill and of the fishing weirs.
It is clear from the records in
1644 that this was only a foot
bridge. Although it was "to belong
to
the
country," there
was
no
provision
for
the
repair
and
maintenance of i t .
In 1647, che records state that
the Court ordered the inhabitants of
Watertown
co build a sufficient
horse bridge over the river "for the
benefit of the country and town
within the bounds thereof ." The town
appointed Nathaniel Biscoe and Isaac
Stearns to plan how the bridge would
be built.
Although the records do not
state when the bridge was completed,
they do state on November 28, 1648,
that payment be made to Mr. Biscoe
and Mr. Stearns for work done at the
bridge.
The bridge required frequent
repairs, and for the first hundred
years,
Watertown
found
the
rebuilding and maintenance to be a
burden and often asked for aid from

the county, to no avail.
In less than twenty years it
was necessary to rebuild the bridge
and the town selectmen ordered that
the land -on the Meeting-house Common
be sold to pay towards building the
bridge at the Mill. The land was
sold to John Coolidge Jr.
It was agreed that the bridge
should be built with baskets. "The
baskets to be each 8 feet long, 6
feet broad, and 7 feet between the
joints; the town to fill the baskets
with stones, to lay the timbers in
place, the sill to be laid even with
the ground; the bridge to be half
trees, slit with a saw, to be three
abreast to each basket,
and the
bridge to be at least 3 feet wide."
The width of the bridge at this
time was not designed for carriages,
only
for
horses,
cattle
and
pedestrians.
In 1681,
Caleb Church,
the
miller,
was
appointed
to
make
arrangements to build the bridge
over the river because
the old
bridge was carried away by a flood.
Apparently the bridge was again
destroyed,
because
in 1695,
the
selectmen voted to have a bridge
built over the Charles River as near
the place where it stood before.
Records over the next decade
show many repairs were done on the
bridge, and much money was paid out
to workmen. In 1715, the selectmen
applied to the General Court to have
the Charles River Bridge maintained
by the County of Middlesex. The
Court did not see cause to comply
with the petition and dismissed it.
The
next
year,
the
selectmen
petitioned again, noting the terms
of the grant to Mr. Mayhew that it
was "to belong to the country." The
Court
found
that
Watertown
had
maintained and supported the bridge
over the river for fifty years and
ordered Watertown to keep up with
the repairs.
This was a great
financial
burden to the town and Watertown
often complained of being required
to maintain the Great Bridge for the
convenience of the country, at their
own expense.
By
this
time,
sections
of

Watertown had broken off and formed
their own townships. In 1713, Weston
was incorporated followed by Waltham
in 1738. One of the stipulations of
separating from Watertown was that
these
towns
would
continue
to
contribute
their
aid
in
the
maintenance of the Great Bridge.
During the 1700s, the General
Court was petitioned several times
in behalf of Watertown, Weston and
Waltham for a grant of some of the
unappropriated lands belonging to
the province to enable the three
towns to better defray the great
expense of annually maintaining the
Great Bridge over the Charles River.
In
1760,
the
Court
was
petitioned for a lottery to raise
money for the repair of the Great
Bridge. The General Court did not
acquiesce to these requests.
The
Selectmen
in the three
towns voted for a person to preside
over the maintenance of the Great
Bridge. This person would see that
repairs were carried out and that
each town paid their share, and each
laborer was paid. During the mid
1700s,
maintenance of the Bridge
was presided over by many different
people such as Benjamin Hastings,
Thomas Learned, John Cook, Bezaleel
Learned,
Benjamin
Felton
and
Nathaniel Coollidge.

The Bridge ac Galen Screec

The timbers of the bridge that
had to be replaced were sold in town
to the highest bidder. This old
timber was fit for nothing but the
fire.
In 1772, the selectmen chose a
committee of three persons, one from
each town, to manage the repairs of

the bridge. They were Samuel White
for Watertown, Jonathan Stratton for
r^eston,
and
Isaac
Stearns
for
Waltham. It was also agreed that the
bridge would remain the same width,
but it should be laid about ten or
twelve inches higher than it was at
the south pier.
In 1780, the Great Bridge was
in great danger of being carried off
by ice that had built up on the
river. A committee was chosen to
arrange to have the ice cut away to
prevent it from being destroyed.
At this time another committee
was voted on to devise a way for
repairing and widening the bridge.
It was decided at the town meeting
to make the bridge "so much wider as
that teams may pass and repass by
each other."

Paul Brennan - Councilor
Richard Najarian - Councilor
Doreen Smith - Councilor
Sigrid Reddy Watson - Councilor
Barbara Zade - Councilor
G. Jack Zollo - Councilor
(As you can see we have lost
our
Recording
Secretary
and
Corresponding
Secretary.
Anyone
wishing to take on either of these
positions,
please
contact
Lou
Allegro at 923-6067. These vacancies
have put a tremendous burden on the
other council members and volunteers
of the Society.)

(The history of the Galen
Street Bridge will be completed in
the December 1996 newsletter.)

THE CHANGING OF THE
GUARD
On May 18, 1996 the Historical
Society of Watertown celebrated a
very special annual members meeting.
Our President of nine years, Paul M.
Brennan, passed his post on to Louis
Allegro, along with a dramatically
changed council.
The meeting took place at Story
Chapel in Mount Auburn Cemetery.
Director of Programming for the
Mount
Auburn
Cemetery,
Janet
Heywood, welcomed members and guests
to the day's event.
In
formal
business
meeting
fashion, the Treasurer, Ruth Arena,
read the accounts of the Society.
Then Lou Allegro read the slate of
new officers. They are:
^
^

Lou Allegro - President
E. Joyce Munger - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Kenneth Rand - Curator
Philip Boyajian - Councilor
3

After a formal vote to accept,
Vice
President
Joyce
Munger
addressed
the
audience.
She
presented Paul with a token of our
appreciation,
a
beautiful
black
leather
briefcase.
The
outgoing
president accepted graciously and
remarked how appropriate the gift
was,
noting
the
councilors'
thoughtfulness
of
replacing
the
battered one he carried through his
administration.
Mr. Brennan then addressed the
audience with a short but reflective
overview of his involvement with the
Society. Highlights of his terms
were mentioned, such as the building
improvements to the Edmund Fowle
House,
a
National
Historically
Registered
Landmark;
the
transformation of the Fowle House
from an income property to a museum;
and his public outreach campaign
that has promoted a higher awareness
of
the
museum's
existence.
The
development of the Case Research
Program,
the
creation
of
the
Society's
newsletter
"The
Town
Crier", and other publications, such
as Watertown Papers were proudly
mentioned.
He
said
that
the
most
challenging aspect of his years were
the constant need to raise funds for
the Fowle House restoration program
and the public outreach program. One
of
the
most:
rewarding
features
relating to the public outreach
program
created
during
his
administration is the Charles T.
Burke Award. This award recognizes

the accomplishments of Middle School
students with a $100. bond and a
copy
of
the
book
Great
Little
Watertown going to the winner of the
essay contest written by 6th and 7th
graders. (These awards were won this
year by Samuel Sianissian of grade 6
and Vatche Arabian of grade
7.
Excerpts of the winning essays will
be in December's newsletter.)
He noted that in 1987 when he
was first elected to the post, he
was 27 years old/ a bit young and a
bit aimless in life. He has since
learned
the
true
value
of
volunteering
and
its
personal
benefits. He encouraged everyone to
make a little time in their weekly
lives to do the same.
He closed his address with an
emotional pause stating that since
the birth of his son, Patrick Lee,
he and his wife, Lynn, would be
needing some extra time to attend to
their child's needs.
The meeting was then turned
over to Dinah Lane, Director of The
Watertown Children's Theatre. The
youthful troupe presented a rousing
and
gleeful
rendition
of
"Our
Country's
History",
captured
in
song, especially formatted by the
Watertown Children's Theatre for the
Historical
Society.
They
were
accompanied by Paul White on the
keyboard.

The Watertown Children's Theatre

After
the
entire
audience
participated in the closing song of
"God Bless America", all enjoyed a
4

wonderful
display
of
homemade
refreshments.
The Society is grateful for the
use of Story Chapel and the energy
brought by the Watertown Children's
Theatre.

WATERTOWN TREATY DAY
On Sunday, July 14th, Watertown
celebrated the 220th anniversary of
the Treaty of Watertown, a treaty of
alliance
and
friendship
signed
between
the
Micmac
Nation
of
northern New England and Canada, and
the newly formed United States.
The original treaty was signed
on July 19, 1776, a mere 15 days
after the signing of the Declaration
of Independence.
It stated, among other things
that, 1. the nations would be at
peace with each other and would be
allied together for their mutual
defense and safety; 2. each party to
the
treaty
would
consider
the
enemies of the ocher as enemies to
themselves and would aid and assist
each other against such; 3. if any
quarrel
or
injury
should happen
between either, no private revenge
should be taken but a peaceable
application
would
be
made
for
redress; 4. the Micmacs would send a
contingency of men to join the
command of General Washington in New
York and each man would receive
equal pay as was given to our own
men, and 5. Massachusetts Bay would
furnish
the
Micmacs
and
other
neighboring
tribes
with
proper
articles and necessities for the
conveniences of life.
This treaty was the first to
recognize the United States as an
independent nation.
The celebration this July was
to begin with representatives from
the Micmac tribe canoeing up the
Charles River to the town landing in
Watertown Square. Due to a sewage
leak that had made the water too
dirty
to
canoe
in,
two Micmac
delegates paddled once around in a
semi-circle in front of the dock.

Upon landing they were greeted by
members of the Abenaki Tribe, who
are
native
to
this
area.
The
canoeists were
joined by fellow
members -of their tribe and all
ascended the stairs to the street.
Here they were joined by members of
the Concord Minutemen,
who kept
rhythm on their drums as the tribes,
town
officials,
members
of
the
Historical Society and the public
proceeded up Mount Auburn Street to
Marshall Street and the Edmund Fowle
House,
where
the
treaty
was
originally signed.

Brennan, who is a member of the
Historical Society (and the former
Corresponding Secretary.) Tours of
the Edmund Fowle House were given to
those present.

President Lou Allegro and Vice President
Joyce Munger greeting the guests

A gathering of approximately
125 people remained through the
afternoon getting to know each other
and sharing their histories.
Organizers of this event said
there are already plans to celebrate
this event again next year.

Micmacs canoeing up the Charles

Paul Brennan, Chairman of the
Historic
Commission
(and
former
President of the Historical Society)
read the treaty from the porch of
the Fowle House.
Statements
about
this
long
forgotten event were also given by
State Senator Warren Tolman and Town
Council
President
Richard
Mastrangelo.
Alex Denny, Grand Captain of
the Micmac Grand Council, also spoke
of the treaty and how it helped
acknowledge America as a nation.
Historical
Society
member,
Robert Daniels, was singled out as a
living
relative
of
one
of
the
original settlers of Watertown.
1
Upon
completion
of
the
ceremonies, all were invited to stay
and enjoy punch,
sandwiches and
muffins
prepared
by
Claudette
5

NOVEMBER PUBLIC MEETING
The November meeting will be on
Wednesday the 13th at 7:00 in the
Pratt Room of the Public Library.
Our
speaker
will
be
David
Smith, President of the Civil War
Round Table of Greater Boston. Mr.
Smith has an assortment of programs
to offer and has chosen "A Great Cry
In Egypt - Prose and Poetry of the
Civil War Era." This program will
include readings from many of the
great writers
of the North and
South,
the
Women,
and
their
meanings.
David has been a member of the
Civil War Round Table since 1981.

Besides holding the position of
president, he is also the editor of
the organization's newsletter "The
Recall" which is sent to about 275
members of the four chapters of this
society. He speaks frequently at
senior
ci tiz en
communities,
libraries and schoolrooms.
Please mark this date on your
calendar and try to join us for this
very interesting program.

PASS THIS ON TO A
FRIEND
The
Historical
Society
of
Watertown
is
requesting
your
participation.
We have in our possession a
"Nationally
Registered
Historic
House" that is over 250 years old.
In 1980,
as part
of
the 350th
celebration
of
the
founding
of
Watertown, we were able to open a
portion of the house for public
viewing. Our goal is to continue the
project
of
restoring
the entire
house and to expand our educational
services.
We
are
a
non-profit
organization. Since 1888 our Society
has been staffed by people who are
committed to preserving Watertown's
rich history.
Will you help us by passing on
this membership application to a
friend? Membership entitles you to:

YARD SALE
After months of preparation and
planning, items donated throughout
the past year were sold to the
general ! public at the Historical
Society's Yard Sale on September
7th, 1996.
The day started out warm and
sunny and ended in rain at about
2:00 in the afternoon, but the sale
brought in $396.55.
Some of the
leftover
items
were
donated
to
AMVETS, the rest will be given to
the Salvation Army.
We greatly appreciate all of
the donations that came in over the
months.
The Society extends thanks to
all who volunteered: Lou Allegro,
Ruth Arena, Claudette Brennan, Paul
Brennan,
Justin
Flaherty,
Joyce
Kelly, Sesha Konda, Joyce Munger,
Kathleen Nuhn, Steven Proia, and
Sigrid Reddy Watson

Four public programs per year
(March, May, Sept and Nov)
Access to historical data housed
in the library of the Edmund
Fowle House (by appointment only)
Our Newsletter "The Town Crier"
(published four times per year)
The Society looks forward
welcoming all new members.

to

APPLICATION
NAME: _
ADDRESS:
TELEPHONE NO.
Classification of Membership
___ Individual............... $15.00
___ Senior/Student..........
. 10.00
___ Family................... .25.00
___Individual Sponsor....... .50.00
___ Life..................... 150.00
___ Corporate................ 1 0 0 . ( A
___Corporate Sponsor........ 500 . O W
Steven Proia and Justin Flaherty in
front of the tables of the yard sale

We thank you for your continued
support.
6
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THE GALEN STREET BRIDGE - PART II
In
our
last
newsletter,
September
1996,
we
covered
the
history of the Galen Street Bridge
from its earliest reference in the
town records in 1641 up to the year
1780. This has been a very difficult
subject to research. My information
is from a book entitled Watertown
Records. This book
includes
the
records of the Town Meetings and the
Selectmen's Meetings. The vernacular
used
is
sometimes
hard
to
understand, and the legal jargon is
often
difficult
to
interpret.
Although a great deal of time has
been spent researching this subject,
I don't feel I have an adequate
amount of information to fairly
convey this story and have decided
to ask for help from our members. I
have
brought
this
story
up
to
approximately the year 1800, and
request any assistance anyone can
offer me.

on May 17, 1784 it was agreed to
notify the Selectmen of Weston and
Waltham to meet at the widow Dorothy
Coolidge's on Monday, May 31 at 3:00
P.M. "in order that the minds of the
town may be known whether they will
petition the General Court for some
assistance in widening the Great
Bridge in Watertown."

Galen S c r e e n Bridge

In 1780, the Great Bridge was
in danger of being carried off by
ice that had built up on the river.
A committee was chosen to arrange to
have the ice cut away, to prevent
the bridge from being destroyed.
At this time another committee
was voted on to devise a way for
repairing and widening the bridge.
It was decided at the town meeting
to make the bridge "so much wider as
that teams may pass and repass by
each other."
|
As time passed,
the General
tourt was petitioned again, several
times, for some relief of the great
burden of financially supporting the
bridge.
At a meeting of the Selectmen

In July of that year,
the
General Court approved the request
for a lottery and a committee was
appointed to manage i t . The money
would be used to enlarge the Great
Bridge over the Charles River by
twelve f e e t . It was agreed that the
town would take on this lottery at
their own risk, and that any tickets
remaining at the end of the time
allowed for sale, would be bought by
the town.
The
sale
of
tickets
was
completed
by
October
1786.
The
Managers of the lottery were asked
to report the amount of sales and
the amount of tickets left over, by
the
end
of
November.
This,
of
course,
did not
actually happen

repair
the
Great
Bridge,
petition was denied.
In 1794 the Selectmen appointed
Amos Bond Esq. and C a p t . Danie>
Jackson as a committee to "procur
planks sufficient to cover the Great
Bridge over one, and to call on each
of the said three towns for their
proportion of money to pay for the
same." Captain Daniel Jackson was
appointed to repair the bridge for
the ensuing year.
Weston and Waltham had been
sharing the expense of repairs to
the bridge since forming their own
townships in the early 1700s. By
1797 Weston felt they should be
exempt from paying their proportion
any
longer
and
petitioned
the
General
Court
to
respect
this
request. Waltham petitioned for the
same thing in 1798.
Watertown put forth a vote as
to whether to appoint an agent to
appear at the General Sessions of
the Peace to defend the town against
any indictment for not widening or
repairing
the
bridge
over
the
Charles River. Still, the town was
having difficulty keeping up wit'^
the expense of the repairs.
In the early years, the waters
in and surrounding Massachusetts
were abundant with fish. Weirs or
fisheries were often set up off the
coast or across the rivers.
There was a weir at the dam at
the Aetna Mills. This consisted of a
fence of wood or brush set in the
river for the purpose of catching
fi s h .
The waters were teeming with
fish and many were not caught in the
weir. As a result, there was also a
fishery at the Great Bridge, called
the
"Shad and Alewive
Fishery."
These devices consisted of seines,
which are long, curtain-like nets
that
hang
into
the
water
from
floats. The net would be towed by a
boat in a circle around a school of
fish and then drawn shut at the
bottom with a rope.
On a yearly basis, the town
this
fishery to th^^
leased out
-W
highest b i d d e r .
"Edmund Fowle and
By 1800,
others" had become agents for the

until mid 1787.
(The wheels
of
government turned very slowly even
back then!)
The accounts were determined
and a committee was vested with the
power in behalf of the towns to
contract for the widening of the
bridge.
meeting
at
Ms.
During
a
Coolidge's in 1788, the Great Bridge
was discussed and it was decided to
"make . some
repair
as
soon
as
conveniently may be. Agreed that Mr.
David Sanger take care to provide
some suitable stones for the work,
and Captain Isaac Jones provide one
longe string piece for said bridge."
"One
longe
string
piece"
is
referring to a long string of planks
that were to lay side by side to
make the bridge.
The area of Watertown, Weston
and Waltham was quite large and
people did not make frequent trips
downtown as often as we do now. As a
result,
as the months went
on,
lottery tickets that had not been
redeemed trickled in for payment as
people made their occasional trips
to the town center. The managers of
the lottery had to make good on
these tickets and as a result began
to lose money on this long sought
after lottery.

Great Bridge Lottery Ticket

A few years later the town
hired a lawyer to indemnify
it
against paying out any more money
for lottery tickets issued.
In 1793 a committee of eight
persons was chosen to join in a
petition to the General Court for a
grant of money or other aid, to
enable
the
towns
of
Watertown,
Waltham and Weston to widen and
2

L...towns of Waltham and Weston. The
f town was considering granting to
them the right to the fishery and
^ the land above and below the bridge
p on the condition that they would
rebuild, widen and repair the bridge
and keep it in good repair forever.

built very close together to be
protected from wolves and Indians.
One hundred families that moved over
first called the village Saltonstall
Plantation. Some people who built
their homes between the Charles
River and the Fresh Pond were called
Wellington, Taylor, Bond, etc. To
all these settlers this land looked
as attractive as gold in California
later did to Forty-niners.
In the early days Watertown was
a much larger city than it is right
now. At that time it also included
what now is Weston, Waltham, and
large sections of Lincoln, Belmont,
and even Cambridge.
But even that much land wasn't
enough for all the settlers, so some
of the settlers moved to plantations
on the Sudbury River. This new area
later became known as a city of
Sudbury.
All of these settlers and other
settlers who had managed to escape
from King Henry I's rule by coming
to America, certainly troubled the
Pequots, an Indian tribe. So Pequots
started to kidnap and scalp many
settlers. Captain William Jennison
of
Watertown
was
active
in
organizing an attack against these
Indian tribes. All the volunteers
were sent under the command of C a p t .
Mason
of
Connecticut
and
Capt.
Underhill
of Massachusetts.
They
surprised the Indians and set fire
to enemy stockades in Stonington,
Connecticut.
The only original document from
Watertown's first year was a letter
to Lady Barrington of England by
John
Masters,
manager
of
Sir
Richard's property,
in March of
1631.

At this point, information is
: sketchy and any assistance
from
; members would be greatly appreciated
: a I would like to bring this story
to a conclusion.
:
i
;
;

(Many thanks to my mother,
Marguerite Norton, and my brother,
Ken Kelly, for the numerous nights
we spent at their supper table
putting together this story.)

CHARLES T. BURKE AWARD
The Charles T . Burke Awards
: were held on June 21, 1996 at the
| West Junior High School. This award
: recognizes the accomplishments of
j, middle school students with a $100.
p bond and a copy of the book Great
f Little Watertown going to the winner
| of the essay contest written by 6th
: and 7th graders.
Council member Paul Brennan was
; the special guest at these awards.
: He spoke of Mr. Burke's interest and
: love of local history, and thanked
: all who helped to continue his
I life's work by participating in this
i year's award program.
Grade 6 was asked to write an
; essay on "The Colonial History of
i Watertown." This award was won by
; Samuel Sianissian for the following:

Watertown in 17th and 18th
Centuries

Settling the Land and Governing
Themselves

Founding of Watertown

In October of 1620 Watertown
men submitted to the government a
list of planters who might become
freeman with the right to vote. They
elected the governor, his deputy,
and a council of assistants. And in
1634 forty-five deputies were chosen
to sit with the council, forming a
General C o u r t . The only men who

Watertown was
founded by a
! group of people from Charlestown led
[ by Sir Richard Saltonstall in 1630.
| Land for a dwelling, well for water,
| and a barn were granted to every
f planter by the Court, later by the
j town. All of the first homes were
3

could vote in town meetings and
Court were freemen who were part of
a Puritan church society.
The most common occupations in
Watertown
men
were:
fishermen,
farmers, blacksmiths,
tanners and
chandlers.
Only boys could go to school in
Watertown.
It
was
the
task
of
minister's assistant to teach. Girls
stayed home and learned weaving,
spinning,
cooking
and
other
household chores from their mothers.

The Food and the Way of Eating
the Colonists
The food that the colonists o £ ^
Watertown ate were: honey, pork * ^
lobster, clam, wine, oyster, fish,''
bacon, sausage, pumpkin bread, beer,
rum, salt (which was highly valued),
pumpkins in the winter and corn
almost every day of the year.
The way Watertown colonists had
dinner w a s :

Charles T. Burke Ceremony

Most of the boys that received
education were taught at their homes
or at a dame school conducted by
women in their own homes. Higher
studies were possible in Harvard
College.
Housewives planted vegetable
gardens, raised herbs for flavoring
food and for making medicine, and of
course
cooked
and
taught
their
daughters to do all the things I
have talked about in the previous
paragraph.

1.
Older boys and the head of the
house ate with their hats on.
2. Children stood at the table
silently and only ate what was given
to them.
3. The wife sat only if she had a
servant or a daughter who was old
enough to serve.
4.
Colonists
ate
from wooden
trenches. Two people would share-.
, one.
io
each
5. Everyone ate food with their
fingers unless it was impossible to
4

do it, so they needed a napkin for
every m e a l .
6. Liquid like beer, rum. etc.
was drunk from noggins made of wood
or sometimes even leather.
7. At the end of every meal a
basket called a "voider" was passed
around and everything that had been
used,
including napkins, was put
there to be washed.

earn money for their marriages. A
company called Boston Manufacturing
Company, located about 2 miles above
the Bemis Dam in Waltham offered
$12,000 dollars for Seth Bemis to
lower his dam 12 f e e t . When Seth
Bemis Jr. retired a new company
formed called Aetna Mills, that made
a fine woolen cloth for women's
clothing. Later the owners sold it
to the Union Bag & Paper Company of
New York.
In one of the buildings of the
Newton
and
Watertown
Gas
Light
Company was the Warren Soap Factory.
In six months they shipped 2 million
barrels containing forty kinds of
textile soap to cloth and hosiery
mills. The factory burned in 1902.
The Hood Rubber Plant started around
1890 in the east end of Watertown.
It was
founded by the brothers
Frederick and Arthur Hood, who chose
Watertown because of its proximity
to
Boston
and
the
supply
of
underground
water
needed
for
manufacturing.
The
plant
soon
employed 10,000 by 1920 and supplied
the army and navy with boots during
WWII.
The
very
popular
Watertown
Arsenal
prior
to the Civil War
manufactured
cartridges
and
gun
mounts.
In the pre-WWI stage it
produced
anti-aircraft
guns,
howitzers, and mortars. In 1966 the
army
stopped
most
manufacturing
there and sold 55 acres of its land
to the town in 1968.
In
the
early
1900's
as
refrigeration was being developed,
stockyards were at their peak of
activity. There was a cattle auction
every Tuesday morning. Charles T.
Burke mentioned about how whistles
ruled families lives in "growing up
in Union Market." He said,
"The
factory whistles ruled our lives,
seven, eight in the morning, twelve
noon, one and five in the afternoon.
Many whistles could be heard, but
the local ones dominated."
Around 1960 the industrial era
of
Watertown
slowly
ended.
The
factories
closed,
the stockyards
were abandoned. There is still a
small
amount
of
industries
in
Watertown, for example, electronics

Conclusion
I have lived in Watertown for
only a month, but I think that doing
this project really helped me to
understand how important Watertown
was
in
the
early
history
of
Massachusetts.

Grade 7 was asked to write an
essay on "The Industrial History of
Watertown." This award was won by
Vatche Arabian for the following:
Watertown was founded in 1630
by English settlers
led by Sir
Richard Saltonstall in July of 1630.
Then the main occupation of a person
that lived in Watertown was fishing,
farming,
animal
husbandry,
and
blacksmithing.
An old corn mill was near the
dam on the Charles River but then
was moved closer to the bridge in
1800, which was not very far from
the dam.
1820 was the year the
industrial character of the town was
established. There were only 174 men
engaged in manufacturing and 145 in
agriculture.
Soon
a
chocolate
factory was built which later became
the Walter Baker Chocolate Company
of
Dorchester.
The
corn
mill
operation was moved to the rear of
the factory building and a cotton
factory formed on the second floor
eventually taking over the entire
building. Other factories opened,
one was manufacturing paper, another
was making dyes and medicines, three
others
manufactured
soap
and
candles. Seth Bemis was in charge of
manufacturing cotton cloth a mile up
the
river.
Girls
from
the
surrounding farms worked there to
5

is pretty big.
I'd like to end this report
with another quote from the end of
Charles
T.
Burke's
manuscript:
"Factories came to the stockyards Lewis Shepard and American Soda
Fountain,
and they gave way to
others. Automobiles came and people
no
longer
walked
to
work.
The
factories closed, the Arsenal became
a laboratory. There is little trace
of the stockyards. The Union Market
House *is gone. There is a carwash
where the Union Market Station was,
though the name is still preserved
in a restaurant. The whistles are
silent, but the strains of Taps
still borne on the summer breeze
bring back memories of days long
p a s t ."

Watertown-Belmont
Chamber
of
Commerce were guests at the Edmund
Fowle
House
for
their
monthly
Networking Round Table meeting.
A
Hosted by President Lou AllegrS
and Vice President Joyce Munger, the
members
enjoyed
a
continental
breakfast and a tour of the home
before their business meeting was
held. This gave our two officers a
chance to show some of our museum
collection and an account of our
needs in restoring the house.
With the
society's upcoming
fund raiser in the spring, it is
important to get all levels of the
community aware of our historical
background.
Details
of the fund
raiser will be forthcoming.

PUBLIC MEETING

THANKS SO M U C H !!

The next public meeting will be
held on Wednesday, March 26th, at
7:00 P.M. in the Pratt Room at the
Watertown
Main
Library
on
Main
Street. This will be a members "Show
and Tell" night. It is a chance t^fc
show a special antique, part of S w
collection, pictures, or anything
you feel would be interesting to
share with o t h e r s .
Co-chairmen Sigrid Reddy-Watson
and Doreen Smith will also have
things there to tell a b o u t . Mark the
date and if you have anything you
think may be interesting, please
feel free to bring it.

With a cold winter coming up,
the building committee was worried
about another freeze in our kitchen
pipes. This major concern was solved
with the generosity extended by the
Tragakis family at Watertown Supply,
a local plumbing company who donated
all the necessary hardware needed to
complete this job.
Watertown
Housing
Authority
Director Tom Wade and two employees,
Master Plumber Jerry Barbato and
Sean Monahan worked hours installing
the pipes.
With the recent below freezing
temperatures,
their
generous
donation
to
the
society
was
a
welcome relief
to President
Lou
Allegro,
and
was
sincerely
appreciated by the board, which was
wondering where they would get the
funds for this project.
Thanks to all of you for your
unselfish concern for
"this old
house",
an
important
part
of
Watertown's history.

WATCH FOR T H I S !
Paul Brennan, Council member,
and Joyce Kelly,
Editor of Town
Crier, were interviewed by Marty
Carlock of The Boston Globe at the
Edmund Fowle House on January 23rd.
The interview was about the
Edmund Fowle House, and the role
that
Watertown
played
during
colonial and Revolutionary times.
Watch for this story, coming ijj^
March, in the West Weekly section o ^ P
the Sunday Globe.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
MEETING
On

November

21,

1996

the
6
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HARRIET HOSMER, OUR CELEBRATED
SCULPTOR
Harriet
Hosmer,
born
in
Watertown, was an internationally
acclaimed sculptor.
The research
done on this story comes from a book
entitled Harriet Hosmer. American
Sculptor
1830-1908
by
Dolly
Sherwood. The Free Public Library on
Main
Street
in
Watertown
is
fortunate to own more examples of
Ms.
Hosmer's
works
than
are
contained in any other place.
Harriet Goodhue Hosmer was born
^October 9, 1830 in Watertown. Hatty,
'as she was called, was born to Dr.
Hiram Hosmer and his wife, Sarah
G r a nt.
Hatty had three siblings. Sarah
Helen,
the
first
born,
Hiram
Twitchell,
the
third
born,
and
George, the fourth born. Hiram lived
barely two months,
succumbing to
infantile tuberculosis, and George
died at seven months, a casualty of
the same affliction. A short time
later, Sarah Grant Hosmer, Harriet's
mother, died of consumption at the
age o f .thirty-three. Hatty was not
quite six years old.
Observing a pattern that may
have been set by their father, Hatty
rarely referred to her mother again,
perhaps
suppressing
a
loss
too
painful to remember. Years later
Hatty wrote to her friend Cornelia
Crow, consoling her on the death of
a sister. She wrote that the loss of
a sister, "however dear" is "but
small in comparison to the loss of a
parent - of a mother - the extent of
which
none
can
know
except
by
experience. Nothing can supply her
place...no love can be so strong, no
one with influence so great." (This
is from a letter housed at the

Schlesinger Library
in Radcliffe
College.)
Dr. Hosmer dedicated himself to
ensuring his* daughters a healthy
body,
hoping
to
ward
off
any
inclination toward tuberculosis that
might exist. His insistence upon
rigorous physical training was ahead
of
its
time.
Although
Hatty
prospered in this endeavor, Helen
contracted the disease that had
taken
her
mother
and
little
brothers. She passed away at the age
of thirteen. She was buried along
with the rest of her family at M t .
Auburn Cemetery.
As the years passed, perhaps
because of a longing for a sibling,
it seems that Hatty "adopted" her
friend
Cornelia
Crow
as
her
surrogate sister.
The Hosmer home was run by Miss
Coolidge, the housekeeper. It sat on
an embankment
above
the Charles
River overlooking Watertown Square.
The Francis family lived next door.
Convers
Francis was
a prominent
Watertown Unitarian minister and
theologian.
The Hosmer house, painted white
with green shutters, was impressive.
It had a balcony, mantels carved
with motifs and a large kitchen. A
cistern in the basement collected
rainwater. Arched lavatories were
afforded for each bedroom. Bellpulls
to call servants were a sign of
prosperity, and the
copper bathtub
was a definite luxury.
This
house
was
torn
down
several
years
ago
to
build -an
apartment
building.
The
Francis
house next door still stands, in use
as a funeral h o m e .
Hatty spent many hours playing

school
was
often
visited
by
distinguished literary figures. The
curriculum was diverse,
and the
discipline by Elizabeth Sedgwick was
kindly. The continuous stream of|
Sedgwick friends who were educatec?
in the arts
encouraged creative
expression to Hatty and the other
girls.
Upon
completion
of
her
schooling in Lenox in the fall of
1849, Hatty went home knowing that
she wanted to be a sculptor.
The agreement between Hatty and
her father was that this would be a
profession, not a hobby. She began
her studies in modeling and drawing
with Peter Stephenson, who was a
sculptor teaching in Boston. The
Hosmers realized that a sculptor
must have a detailed education in
anatomy. Hatty and her cousin Alfred
had dressed and played with her
father's office skeleton on many
occasions and were quite comfortable
with the form. Alfred was getting
ready to go off to Harvard to study
medicine, a privilege reserved for
men. Dr. Hosmer attempted to enroll

by the Charles River,
which was
nearly in her front yard. During the
summer, she swam in the river and in
the winter skated on the frozen
surface. She watched fishermen pull
in their nets filled with fish, and
sailed the river in the gondola her
father had built for her. Near the
riverbank, she made models in clay
from a pit in her yard.
(While
growing up, Hatty often visited the
Boston Athenaeum, where many wellknown sculptures were on display.
This may have been an influence on
h e r .)
The town residents thought of
Hatty as a tomboy. This tiny child
climbed
trees,
rode
her
horse
daringly, was a crack shot with a
gun and a bow and arrow, and was
quite competitive when playing games
with the neighborhood boys. She had
a great interest in dissecting frogs
and snakes, and the like, to see how
they worked. Little Miss Hosmer was
considered
quite
an
independent
spirit.
Many of Hatty's antics have
been recalled by her associates. She
amused herself in singing school by
making guttural, nonsense sounds to
annoy her teacher. She notified a
Boston newspaper that a neighbor, Dr
Morse, had passed away - he was
still very much alive - and watched
as friends came calling to express
their condolences. She planned to
uncouple some railroad cars from
their engine so that the passengers
would be left behind when the train
pulled out. (Luckily, she was found
out before following through on this
caper.)
It was
also claimed by
someone that they saw her put a
counterfeit bill in the collection
plate at church.
Dr. Hosmer concluded that his
daughter needed a more disciplined
environment and decided to send her
away to Mrs. Sedgwick's School in
Lenox, Massachusetts. This decision,
he said, was also "for the greater
tranquillity of the town."
The years spent in Lenox had a
great influence on Hatty's character
development. The Berkshire region
was,
and still
is,
an area of
outstanding
natural
beauty.
The

Hirriet Hosmer, artist unknown, ca. 1850, charcoal or pencil, oval, 22" x 17".
Although this portrait is believed to have been executed about 1850, the costume suggests that the portrait might have been done after Hosmer went to
Rome. It is not unlike sketches done of Elizabeth Barrett Browning and |ohn W
Gibson by Field Talfourd in 1859. Watertown Free Public Library.
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his daughter in anatomy lectures at
the Boston Medical Society. It was
unheard of for a female to attend
^ s u c h classes and she was refused.
^
In 1850 Hatty traveled to St.
Louis, to visit Cornelia Crow, her
former Lenox classmate. Cornelia's
father, Wayman Crow, was a prominent
"member of that city. Besides being a
successful businessman, he was also
interested in the educational and
cultural development of St. Louis.
With the influence of Wayman Crow
behind her, Hatty was admitted to
the Missouri Medical College. The
director of the school,
and her
teacher, was Joseph Nash McDowell.
This was the first of many times
Miss Hosmer would find a effective
approach
to
achieve
goals
that
seemed unobtainable.
Mr.
Crow developed a great
admiration for Hatty's determination
and courage, and a love for her
spirited
nature.
Perhaps
their
attraction to each other was their
similar personalities, and these two
forged a bond that would last a
lifetime.
As a child, Hatty had a love of
the river that flowed by her front
yard, and it was only natural that
she would be drawn to the great
Mississippi River that ran by St.
Louis.
Upon Hatty's completion of a
five month term in school, she and
Cornelia planned to take a vacation
on a ship that was sailing down the
Mississippi to New Orleans. After a
few
mishaps
that
were
quite
commonplace in those days, Cornelia
decided to disembark and return to
St. Louis on a passing boat. Hatty
continued on alone. This marked the
an
as
beginning
of
her
life
emancipated woman.
Anxious
to go back to her
to
St.
studies,
Hatty
returned
Louis. In the spring, she set out
again
to
explore
the
upper
Mississippi. She was captivated by
the wilderness and inspired by the
diversity
of
cultures
she
encountered along the way.
In 1851, after concluding her
studies and her western travels, she
returned home to Watertown. After

#

nearly a year with the Crows, she
had
become
a
cherished
family
member. She had made many friends in
St. Louis, and would never forget
that this place had opened the door
to her ambition to be a sculptor.

Because of the abundance of
information in this newsletter, I
have decided to continue Harriet
Hosmer's
story
in
the
next
newsletter.

CHARLES T. BURKE AWARDS
The Charles T. Burke Awards are
held every year
recognizing the
accomplishments
of middle
school
children. The awards are received by
the winners of an essay contest
written by 6th and 7th graders. They
were held June 20,
1997 at the
Middle Sch o o l . The ceremony took
place
on
the
back
lawn
on
Westminster Avenue.
Town Council
President
Jack
Zollo
made
the
presentations.
Winners receive a $100 bond and
one of several books on the history
of Watertown.
Grade 7 was asked to write an
essay on "The Industrial History of
Watertown." This award was won by
Mike Santoian for the following:

The Industrial Changes in Watertown
Over the Years
Watertown has seen many changes
as a Town since its beginning. The
types of industries and work has
changed considerably over the last
200 years. The types of industry
have changed from manufacturing to
service. Watertown was established
as a town in 163 0, and was much
larger in size than it is now. It
was mostly farmland, but weather and
soil conditions made farming a tough
way to make a living.
Because of the Charles River
running through Watertown, it was
3

of industry
is the Arsenal.
It
employed
hundreds
of
people
throughout the years and was used
for making weapons and different
kinds of defensive devices for the*
United
States
Government.
Aftefl
World War
II,
the manufacturing
processes dwindled and it evolved
into a research laboratory for the
Army. As the Arsenal was reduced, it
sold 30 acres of land to the Town of
Watertown and the Town developed the
land and the building
into the
Arsenal Mall. The government closed
the remaining part of the Arsenal
officially in 1996 and it now stands
empty. The Town of Watertown is
developing a reuse plan to turn the
approximately 450,000 square feet of
buildings
into
a
biotech
and
research
and
development
office
park. The plan includes expanding to
at least 650,000 square feet and
hopes to employ over 1,000 people.
This plan will take several years
before completion.
The heavy manufacturing jobs
have
been
replaced
by
new
technologies
and
a
lot
of
manufacturing
industries died a ^
Americans
moved
on
to
betted
products. We have many automobile
dealerships and gas stations now due
to the invention of the automobile
that didn't exist 100 years ago. As
the
automobile
became
more
affordable for working people to
buy, they were able to drive to work
and were not limited to having to
work near where they lived. We have
a lot more restaurants, too, to feed
the many people who work in town. We
have two malls, one where the Hood
Rubber plant stood and one at part
of the old Arsenal site. The old
Lewandos
dry
cleaning
plant
in
Watertown Square was converted into
office space now called Riverbend.
Industry has changed rapidly
over the years
and it will be
interesting to see future types of
businesses
that
will
establish
themselves
in
Watertown
in
my
lifetime. Hopefully, we will be a
town
that
offers
good
paying
professional jobs in various t y p e A
of business.
‘ ^

easy to transport products.
The
river was probably the reason the
Town
of
Watertown
became
industrialized. By the year 1820,
industry
was
established
in
Watertown.
The Arsenal
had been
established in 1816, and by 1820,
more people were
listed in the
federal
census
as
working
in
manufacturing than farming. By 1900,
the
types
of
industries
were
stockyards,
rubber manufacturing,
and foundries. In 1910, Watertown
was the leading manufacturing town
in the state of Massachusetts and
kept the number one position for a
few years.
As the years went by, the heavy
manufacturing gave way to service
industries. Computer technology has
replaced rubber manufacturing. The
types of jobs in Watertown now are
service
and
professional
jobs
requiring
a
higher
level
of
education than the old manufacturing
jobs that required a strong back.
Also as the jobs brought people here
to work they needed places to live.
Many homes were built to house all
the people who were emigrating to
Watertown. But as people got more
independent
with
the
use
of
automobiles, they weren't as loyal
to
the
older,
noisy,
dirty
industries that had employed their
parents. People complained about the
noise, fumes and dirt from some of
the factories.
Zoning laws were
passed
to
keep
industry
and
residences separate and to allow the
businesses to operate in certain
areas
without
disturbing
the
neighbors.
Through
the
years,
the
industries of the past, like the
stockyards
and
manufacturing
factories, have transformed into new
businesses like computer technology,
laboratories and advanced medical
equipment. Today, there is some kind
of computer or high technical piece
of
machinery
in
almost
every
business or company in the town.
Watertown is now home to a film
production company also.
Another manufacturing industry
that was established in 1816 and is
now changing to a professional type
4

After Charles Brigham left the
military,
he
decided
to
study
architecture. In 1866, at the age of
twenty five, Charles Brigham went
into a partnership with John Hubbard
Sturgis.
The
partnership
and
business
of Sturgis
and Brigham
lasted a long and profitable twenty
years.
Charles Brigham and John
Hubbard Sturgis built a number of
beautiful buildings and homes in
Boston, Newport and Fairhaven. The
assignments he did with the help of
Sturgis gave him the experience in
the field of architecture that he
needed.
Charles Brigham designed the
Church of the Advent on Brimmer
Street in the city of Boston. He
also designed the wing of the State
House which houses
the Hall
of
Flags. Another building he designed
was the Second Church of Christ
Scientist in Boston. After the Civil
War, there was a great need for
banks. Charles Brigham designed blue
prints for a $21,000 building to
house a bank. The blue prints picked
up on plans
started by Charles
Barry. Also built by Charles Brigham
were the Francis School and the Maine
State House. He helped in rebuilding
The Sacred Heart Church and donated
plans for both the East Junior High
School and Watertown High School.
Mr. Brigham later met two men
by the names of Mr. Coveney and Mr.
Brisbee who were also architects.
They
joined
together
and
the
partnership of Brigham, Coveney and
Brisbee was born.
Together they
designed The Fairhaven High School.
Charles Brigham used only the finest
material available to build the high
school. The ground was broken on
April
1,
1905.
They worked for
nearly
two
years
planning
the
building.
This
building
was
described
as
"a
structure
of
architectural
significance."
Mr.
Brigham never charged the town for
the plans.
Another
accomplishment
of
Charles Brigham's was the drawing of
our town s e a l . The seal depicts
Indians trading bass for bread with
the settlers. He got the idea frofn a
journal entry written by one of the

Grade 6 was asked to write an
ssay on a noted personality from
atertown.
Many
essays
were
submitted in this category and two
winners were chosen. Donald Rando
won one of them for the following:

CHARLES BRIGHAM
Charles Brigham was a resident
of Watertown for many years. He was
born in 1841. He grew up on Galen
Street in Watertown on the south
side of the Charles River.
His
parent's
names
were
Mary
and
William,
although there
is some
confusion over his father's name.
Some records say that his father's
name may have been John.
In
1857
he
graduated
from
Watertown High School. He was a
member of the first graduating class
from the High School. There were a
total of seven graduates in this
first class. The other six graduates
were
all
girls.
Many
records
ctually refer to him as "the first
raduate of Watertown High School."
After
high
school,
Charles
Brigham joined the military. The
date was September 12, 1862 and he
was only twenty one years old. The
platoon
he
was
in
set
out
on
September 19, 1862 to take part in
the
Civil
War.
Brigham
was
a
Corporal at this time. He had his
rank
raised
from
Corporal
to
Sergeant on February 1, 1863. He
then set back out to war to bravely
serve his country on July 2, 1863.
Upon his return to Watertown,
Charles Brigham was witness to a
grand celebration and welcome back
for all of the soldiers returning
from their duty in the Civil War.
The Watertown citizens held a parade
for the veterans of the Civil War.
The parade started at the local
depot and marched by the Galen
Street home of Joseph Crafts, the
leader of Charles Brigham's company.
The parade finally ended at The
Grove on Whitney Hill. At Whitney
Hill speeches were given by soldiers
and veterans of the Civil War.

•
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settlers. All official papers in
Watertown are headed with this se a l .
During his lifetime, Charles
Brigham held many official positions
with the town of Watertown.
He
served
as
Selectman
and
was
a
Trustee of the Watertown Public
Library for more than thirty three
years.
Brigham was
one
of
the
founders and the first President of
the Watertown Cooperative Bank. He
was also a director of the Union
Market' National Bank.
Sadly, like all good things,
Charles Brigham's life came to an
end. In his old age, he moved to New
York to live with his sister. There
in 1925, he died at the age of 84.
His wife, whom he had married 34
years earlier had died before him.
After his death, Watertown wrote a
proclamation honoring him and his
dedication to the town.

from raw cotton was either by hand
or using a whipping frame. The raw
cotton was placed in the whipping
frame and then beaten with sticky,
for two or three minutes to f o r c ^
the seeds and dirt out of the cotton
lint and into the bottom of the
frame. This process was very time
consuming. In the South, Eli Whitney
had invented the cotton gin, which
cleaned the cotton much faster, but
Northern manufacturers were slow to
accept it. Seth Bemis invented a
machine which did the same job as
Whitney's cotton gin, called "the
devil." It had thousands of steel
fingers which whipped through the
cotton and removed the seeds and
debris.
After his invention of "the
devil", Seth converted his mill to
manufacture combed cotton. A village
for the mill worker houses was built
up around the mill on both sides of
the river. The village came to be
known as Tin Horn, after the horn
which was blown to call them to
work. Work days at the mill were
very long. The work day began at
five in the morning in the summer^
seven in the morning in the win t e r ^
The day ended at seven thirty at
night during the week, but at dusk
on
Saturdays.
Despite
the
long
hours,
Bemis
treated his worker
well,
feeding them breakfast and
lunch at the home of his brother and
partner, Luke. Bemis's mill had good
working conditions and provided jobs
for the local farm girls, who were
able
to
save
their
money
for
marriage. Operating the mill in this
way
was
Seth
Bemis's
greatest
contribution to Watertown.
Seth Bemis's contribution to
America
began
in
the
days
of
England's
embargo of America in
1807.
No longer able to import
sailcloth
from
England,
Winslow
Lewis, a Boston merchant, went to
Seth Bemis and asked him if he could
make
sailcloth.
One
of
Bemis's
workmen designed a machine with 48
spindles, and after six months of
work, the Bemis mill produced thr
first sailcloth made in America’-,
Sailcloth made by the Bemis mill Vas
used to replace the original sails

The second award was won by
James
V.
Scully,
Jr.
for
the
following:

SETH BEMIS - WATERTOWN
INDUSTRIALIST
Seth
Bemis
was
one
of
Watertown's leading industrialists.
Seth Bemis was born on January 23,
1775, the youngest of nine children
of David and Mary Bemis. The Bemis
family
was
one
of
Watertown's
original
settlers,
starting with
Joseph Bemis who came from England
and settled in Watertown in 1640.
Seth
Bemis
graduated
from
Harvard University at the age of
twenty in 1795. His father, David,
established a mill by building a dam
on the Charles River and used the
water power to turn mill wheels on
both sides of the river. David Bemis
built a large home on a hill near
his mills. He needed a large home
since he and his wife had a total of
nine children. Seth inherited the
mill from his father when he died.
Seth had an inventive mind and
applied it to find a way to process
raw cotton. At this time, the way to
clean the seeds and other debris
6

Preservation
Award"
for
the
restoration
of
the
steeple
on
Bigelow Chapel.
5.
Paul
Brennan
(former
president of the Historical Society
of Watertown) received the "Service
to Youth Award" for his creation of
the Charles T. Burke Award Program
for sixth and seventh graders at
Watertown Middle Scho o l .
6. Robert Chase received the
"Preservation
of
Environmental
Resources Award" for environmental
restoration
of
portions
of
the
Watertown A r s e n a l .
Members
of
the
Historical
Society and Historical Commission
were present along with members of
the Mount Auburn Cemetery, the U.S.
Army Caretakers Force, Project Save,
and the Armenian Library and Museum
of America.
The guest list also
included members of the community.
Refreshments were served and tours
of the Revolutionary period Edmund
Fowle
House
were
given
to
all
present.

on the U.S.S. Constitution. With its
new sails, the Constitution went to
sea and won many important battles
igainst the English during the War
>f 1812.
Seth
Bemis
married
Sarah
Wheeler on April 24, 1808. Together
they had four children; Jonathan,
Sarah, Seth, and George. Seth Bemis
died on April 4, 1851 at the age of
76.
Congratulations to all winners
of the Burke Award!

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
AWARDS

The first Historic Preservation
Awards were held by the Historical
Commission on May 15,
1997. The
ceremony took place at the Edmund
Fowle House, headquarters for the
Historical
Society of Watertown.
These
awards
acknowledge
those
people from the community who have
worked to preserve the heritage and
(history of our town.
Senator
Warren
Tolman
and
WATERTOWN TREATY DAY
Representative
Rachel
Kaprielian
were on hand to present the awards.
On Sunday, July 20th, Watertown
A life achievement award was
will
be
celebrating
the
221st
presented to Lois Mastrangelo on
anniversary
of
the
Treaty
of
behalf
of
her
husband
Richard
Watertown, a treaty of alliance and
Mastrangelo, our former Town Council
friendship signed between the Micmac
President who passed away on Easter
Nation of northern New England and
of this year.
Canada, and the newly formed United
Six more awards were presented
States. This will be the second
to
local
leaders
in
historic
observance
of
this
historical
preservation:
occurrence that we plan to make a
1. The Armenian Library and
yearly e v e n t .
Museum
of
America
received
the
The original treaty was signed
" P reser v a t i o n
of
Historical
on July 19, 1776, a mere 15 days
Resources
Award"
for
their
after the signing of the Declaration
assistance in relocating Project
of Independence.
Save's photographic library.
A summary of that momentous
2. William Eaton received the
occasion
was
sent
to
us
by
"Citizenship Award" for his efforts
Christopher M. Groden, Director of
to create an historic district sub
Fundraising and Outreach Committee
committee via the Town Council.
for the Council For Native American
3 . E. Joyce Muncrer received the
Solidarity.
"Community Spirit Award" for her
leadership and support of cultural
As representatives of the rebellious
activities unique to Watertown.
colonies assembled in Philadelphia
4.
Mount
Auburn
Cemetery in 1776 to consider making a formal
r e c eived
the
"Architectural
7

break
from
the
mother
country,
General Washington urgently wrote to
the Mikmaq Grand Chief
in Nova
Scotia
asking
for
a m e etin g
in
Boston.
The Mikmaq occupied the
forests and seacoast between New
England and British Canada. With a
militia nearly equal to all the
British garrisons in Quebec, and the
recent experience of a long and
bitter sea war with British forces
in the Gulf of Maine, the Mikmaq and
their Malecite ("St. Johns") allies
were America's best hope for sealing
off the northern frontier against a
British attack.
On
July
10,
seven
Mikmaq
captains
arrived
by
sloop
in
Watertown,
along
with
three
Malecites.
After
identifying
themselves
to
Massachusetts'
revolutionary Council they said they
had
come
because
of
General
Washington:
All our captains and chiefs
pray that he and his brothers may be
masters of this Country. We are both
one country. We are of their country
and they are of our country.
The
Council
proposed
an
alliance in the coming War:
Tou have heard that the English
people beyond the great water have
taken up the hatchet against the
English United Colonies in America.
We once looked upon them as our
brothers, as the children of the
same family with ourselves, and
loved them as our elder brothers.
But
they
have
grown
old
and
covetous.
After weighing the matter, the
Mikmaq delegation replied in these
terms:
We
are
your
friends
and
brothers, and will join in the war
on your side. You ma y depend on it,
that we will not break our word. All
that are here present hear us, and
the God in Heaven hears us. We
pledge our faith that we will do
what we promise.
When
the
Mikmaq
and
Massachusetts men met again, on July
16,
to discuss
the terms
of a
treaty,
Council
President
James
Bowdoin announced that he had just
received news of the Declaration of

Independence.
It
was
read
and
translated into Mikmaq. Bowdoin then
said:
This is the Declaration of the
United States of America. We are.
wholly separated from Great Britain*
and all the former friendship and
connection
with
her
are
now
dissolved.
The United States now
form a long and strong chain, and it
is
longer
and
stronger
by
our
brethren the St. Johns and Mikmaq
tribes joining with us, and may
Almighty God never suffer this chain
to be broken.
A few days later the treaty was
signed, and both nations pledged to:
henceforth be at peace with
each other and be considered as
friends and brothers, united and
allied together for their mutual
defence, safety and happiness.
With the signing of the Treaty
of Watertown on July 19, 1776, the
Mikmaq Grand Council
became
the
first government in the world to
make a treaty with the new United
States, and the first to recognize
its independence and (in the words
of the Treaty) its "power to l e v y ^
war, conclude peace, and contract^®
alliances." A silver medal was given^^
to the Grand Chief by the Americans
as a token of their alliance -- it
shows thirteen hands reaching out in
friendship to a seated Mikmaq chief.
It was more than empty words many Mikmaq were later to serve in
the Continental Army, as they have
served many times since in U.S.
forces, holding by the letter and
spirit of the Treaty for more than
two hundred y e a r s .
The celebration on July 20 will
begin
at
the
town
landing
in
Watertown Square. A procession will
proceed up Mount Auburn Street to
Marshall Street and the Edmund Fowle
House,
where
the
treaty
was
originally signed.
Upon
completion
of
the
ceremonies,
the
public
will
be
invited to stay and enjoy conversing
with all attending.
Tours of the Edmund Fowle House
will be given to all visitors.
Please consult your n e w spape^^
for more details.
8
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HARRIET HOSMER, OUR CELEBRATED
SCULPTOR
In our last newsletter, June
1997,
we
wrote
about
Harriet
Hosmer's life from her birth in
Watertown on October 9, 1830, her
diverse education, her "adoption" by
her
friend,
Cornelia
Crow,
and
Cornelia's father Wayman, up to her
trip to St. Louis.

m

As a child, Hatty had a love of
the river that flowed by her front
yard, and it was only natural that
she would be drawn to the great
Mississippi River that ran by St.
ouis .
Upon Hatty's completion of a
five month term in school, she and
Cornelia planned to take a vacation
on a ship that was sailing down the
Mississippi to New Orleans. After a
few
mishaps
that
were
quite
commonplace in those days, Cornelia
decided to disembark and return to
St. Louis on a passing boat. Hatty
continued on alone. This marked the
beginning
of
her
life
as
an
emancipated woman.
Anxious
to go back to her
studies,
Hatty
returned
to
St.
Louis. In the spring, she set out
again
to
explore
the
upper
Mississippi. She was captivated by
the wilderness and inspired by the
diversity ' of
cultures
she
encountered along the way.
In 1851, after concluding her
studies and her western travels, she
returned home to Watertown. After
nearly a year with the Crows, she
lad
become
a
cherished
family
member. She had made many friends in
St. Louis, and would never forget
that this place had opened the door
to her ambition to be a sculptor.
Not long after she returned

home, she received a letter from the
Crows
announcing
Corn elia' s
engagement to Lucien Carr. Hatty was
feeling a separation from her school
friends as they began to marry and
have
children.
In
these
days
marriage was thought of as a time
when foolishness and laughter must
stop. Women had to live up to their
new status and behave with dignity.
This was not a step that Hatty was
prepared to take.

Harriot Hnsmer, artist unknown, ca. 1850, charcoal or pencil, oval. 22" x 17".
Although this portrait is believed to have been executed about 1R50. the cos
tume suggests that the portrait might have been done after Hosmer went to
Rome. It is not unlike sketches done of Elizabeth Barrett Browning and |ohn
Gibson bv Field Talfourd in 1859. Watertown Free Public Librars

Hatty
began
to
enjoy
the
cultural
opportunities
in Boston
with her friend, Lydia Maria Child,

who was the sister of the Unitarian
minister, Convers Francis. Child was
an old friend of Dr. Hosmer's and a
renowned
writer.
Her
writings
included novels, children's books,
poems, and many essays on numerous
subjects. She was also an activist
in all areas
of
social
reform,
including
women's
rights
and
abolition.
The two friends visited the
Boston Athenaeum every week. They
went to Tremont Temple to hear the
Boston Orchestra, and went to music
halls
and
vaudeville.
Hatty's
appreciation for the arts was still
expanding.
Hatty began to work in the
studio her father had built for her
in the back of their yard. The first
sculpture she made was a profile of
Dr. McDowell on a medallion. She had
it sent to him in St. Louis. It was
during this time that she began to
attend modeling classes again in
Boston.
Hatty recently had met
and
befriended
Charlotte
Saunders
Cushman, an actress of acclaim and a
native of Boston. Charlotte was not
known for her beauty, in fact, she
was noted for her masculine looks,
which gave her an opportunity to vie
with men for appealing lead roles of
the stage.
Charlotte soon became friends
with Dr. Hosmer, too. When she heard
that Hatty was training to become a
sculptor,
she
took
an
instant
interest. She felt that this was her
chance
to
aid
an
up-and-coming
artist. Even more compelling was
Hatty's tenacity to compete in a
profession
that
seemed
to
be
dominated by men.
It seemed the natural course of
things that Hatty would be drawn to
Italy. For uncounted years, Italy
had been the place where poets,
artists,
travelers and the like,
converged. She could receive the
finest instruction and learn from
the most skilled craftsmen here.
There were live models here, and the
marble itself which was vital for
the sculptor. When she heard that
her friend Cornelia was planning a
trip to Europe later that year,

Hatty wrote to Wayman Crow that she
also hoped to go.
By the fall of 1851, Hatty was
working in her studio every day,
including Sundays and holidays. Sh^|
had created a bust of Napoleon fo^
her father, and a bust of Hesper, a
mythological
maiden
from a poem
called In Memoriam by Tennyson.
Hesper
was
received
with
great
admiration from local critics who
were quite astounded that such a
small,, delicate looking girl could
turn out a figure that required such
strength and perseverance. It seems
that Hatty had found her sculpture
theme in poetry. She expressed a
great love of Tennyson and Browning
as well as other eminent poets. Her
interest
was
sincere
and
was
reflected in her art throughout her
life.

Hesper, 1852, marble,
height 24", courtesy of
Watertown Free Public Library

Charlotte Cushman was planning
a trip to Rome with Matilda Hayes
and Sara Jane
Clarke,
who werf
writers, and Ginny Vaughan, Hatty's
2

Gibson had recently lost his
younger brother. Perhaps because of
this loss, he was willing to welcome
the companionship of this young,
female student into his studio.
Gibson
had
a
considerable
studio with a number of skilled
artisans to help with his creations.
It was a widely accepted practice
for a sculptor to originate his
idea, work on a succession of clay
models to produce a rough version,
and .then
allow
apprentices
and
marble workers to take over. The
final
touches were
done by the
master sculptor.
The clay models were usually
smaller than the final version would
be, and were sometimes done over and
over again. When the sculptor was
pleased with the final form, the
studio workers built a skeleton,
using heating irons to bend metal
rods to the proper angles, and added
wood and wire to support a full
sized clay m o d e l .
This
strong
foundation
was
needed to maintain the mass of clay
that was added next. The figure was
then shaped with hands and a wooden
mallet,
changing
it,
as
Hatty
describes it, "from a clumsy and
shapeless m a s s , " to something having
"some resemblance to human form."
When this was finished, the sculptor
took over again.
Perfecting the
limbs, hair, and attire of the model
could take many months. Again the
artisans took charge covering the
model in plaster to make a full size
configuration
for
the
marble
w o r k e r s . Measuring of every angle
and then the blocking out of the
marble had to be done. Precision
tools
were
used
for
the
fine
finishing. The final step was the
polishing of the marble. As you can
see, this was a vast undertaking.
Gibson had Hatty copy classical
statues in various sizes to examine
her talent. She copied torsos and
heads,
and
spent
many
months
perfecting a bust of Venus de Milo.
Soon she would begin her own works.
Hatty was soon received into a
group of artists and writers from
all over the world who frequently
gathered at the Caffe Greco in Rome.

friend from Lenox, who introduced
Hatty to Miss Cushman.
Charlotte
invited Hatty and her father to come
long,
too. The Hosmers met the
ushman party in Paris on October
20, 1852 for a brief stay, before
going on to R o m e .
Hatty was
surprised by the
variety
of
sites
she
saw
upon
arriving
in
Rome.
There
were
beautiful
arches
and
obelisks,
magnificent statues and buildings,
all honoring Rome's great history.
It also had farm animals sauntering
about, vendors with vegetable carts,
and women with baskets of bread on
their heads. Tourism was the primary
industry and it was nourished by
those travelers and students who
could afford i t .
The group took their lodging at
28 Via del Corso in the house of
Shakspere Wood. Wood was a young
English sculptor who had been in
Rome for a year.
They had many
visitors, one being William Wetmore
Story,
the son of Supreme Court
Justice Joseph Story, who was also a
founder of M t . Auburn Cemetery.
I^tory, a lawyer and writer, was now
attempting
sculpturing,
and
was
living in Rome with his wife and
children.
The
first
thing on Hatty's
agenda was acquiring a teacher. She
was lucky enough to secure John
Gibson, an English neoclassicist who
had been in Rome since 1817. Gibson
was at the height of his career,
having just completed a full-length
statue of Queen Victoria, which was
the greatest honor that could be
bestowed upon a British sculptor.
The story goes that Shakspere
Wood approached John Gibson in the
Caffe
Greco
one
morning
during
breakfast.
He
showed Gibson two
daguerreotypes of Hatty's Hesper,
front
and
profile,
and
her
certificate in anatomy from Missouri
Medical
College.
Gibson
was
impressed and requested that the
Hosmers be brought to his studio at
once. After a brief exchange of
~^ords, Gibson announced,
"I will
ceach you all I know myself." Hatty
began her apprenticeship the next
day.
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Sure that his daughter was in safe
hands,
Dr.
Hosmer
left
for
Watertown.
Before
leaving,
he
cautioned Hatty to continue her
physical exercise. She did this by
riding around town on her horse, or
walking about the streets, alone,
much to the chagrin of the Romans. A
letter from William Story to James
Russell
Lowell
says
"The Hosmer
takes a high hand here with Rome - &
would have the Romans know that a
Yankee girl can do anything she
pleases,
walk
alone,
ride
on
horseback alone & laugh at their
rules." Apparently, Hatty had taken
her independent spirit with her to
Italy.
Hatty's
social
circle
was
expanding. Soon she became friendly
with Fanny Kemble, an actress she
had met at Mrs. Sedgwick's in Lenox,
and her sister, Adelaide Sartoris,
who had given up an operatic career
for marriage. Several times a month,
Hatty
visited
the
Sartoris'
apartment for an evening of musical
entertainment.
She
also
became
friendly with William Story, Robert
Browning
and
Elizabeth
Barrett
Browning during this period.

two months prior to the celebration
date through meetings conducted by
the Town Councils'
Committee on
State,
Federal
and
Regional
Government. Many thanks and praisoi
belong to Marilyn Pettito Devaney,*
Chair, and Councilors John Portz and
Mark Sideris. They spent many hours
meeting and planning this year's
event.
One
of
the
most
applauded
actions by this committee was their
request to the Town Auditor, Tom
Tracy,
to establish a gift fund
exclusively for the use of receiving
and expending monies
related to
Watertown's
Annual
Treaty
Day
celebration. On July 8th, 1997 the
Town Council not only unanimously
approved the establishment of this
Treaty Day Gift Fund, but they also
appropriated $700.00 into it! This
was an amazing show of support and
encouragement by the local governing
representatives. Between July 8th
and celebration day, an additional
substantial amount was donated by
the private sector.
The
Historical
Society
of
Watertown
wishes
to
thank
the
following
local
businesses
and)
citizens who contributed to this
fund ensuring this annual event in
the future:

I'm sorry to do this to you
again, readers, but this newsletter
is filled with news and I must
continue the story of Ms. Hosmer in
my next newsletter.

Americold Corp
Ancient Order of Hibernians
Boston Scientific Corp
Kiwanis Club of Watertown
F. D. Sterritt Lumber Co
Watertown Arsenal Mall Associates
Paul M. Brennan
Walter & E. Joyce Munger
Clyde & Mary Younger

TREATY DAY CELEBRATION
IS HUGE SUCCESS

This
fund
is
open
to
all
interested contributors and may be
further added to by writing and
submitting checks to:

For the second year, Watertown
celebrated the signing of the Treaty
of 1776 in style. This treaty was
originally signed 221 years ago.
Support for the Annual Treaty Day
Parade has grown tremendously and
the Historical
Society played a
major role in its success. But we
were not alone.
Planning for the event began

Treaty Day Gift Fund
c/o Town Auditor
149 Main Street
Administration Building
Watertown MA
02172
On the morning of Treaty Day's
celebration, the Boston Sunday Globe
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West Weekly section headlined the
history of Treaty Day in Watertown
and the efforts by our Society to
educate the
community
about its
importance.
A
mere
14 days
after the
signing
of
the
Declaration
of
Independence,
representatives
of
this state, acting on behalf of the
new fledgling country, entered into
a treaty of friendship and alliance
with three northern Indian tribes,the Micmaq,
the St.
John's (or
Malacite) and the Penobscott. The
reason
General George Washington
called for this meeting and treaty
was to secure the northern border
from British attack by allying us
with those nations.
Why
Watertown?
While
the
British occupied Boston, Watertown
became and remained this state's
capitol for a year and a half after
the battle of Lexington and Concord.
This year's celebration began
with the traditional reception of
Micmaq
Indian
representatives
canoeing to the dock at the town
landing in Watertown Square. There
they were greeted by local and state
officials and then escorted by the
Lexington Minutemen Fife and Drum
Corp up Mount Auburn
Street
to
Marshall
Street,
resting at the
front steps of the Edmund Fowle
House, where the historical document
was originally signed.

The gathering then witnessed a
three
volley
salute
by
the
Minutemen, honoring the flag being
flown from the Edmund Fowle house
which had been flow from the White
House in Washington DC and donated
by Representative Joe Kennedy.
Following another tradition,
the reading of the American Treaty
of
Watertown
was
done
by
Paul
Brennan,
council
member
of
the
Historical Society and member of the
Historic Commission.
Councilor
Marilyn
Pettito
Devaney was our Master of Ceremonies
and introduced our guest speakers.
Remarks
were
made
by
the
Town
Council President G. Jack Zollo,
Massachusetts Representative Rachel
Kaprielian and Miqmac Grand Captain
Alec Denny.
After
the
ceremony
the
gathering
was
entertained
with
Native American music selections by
the Birch Creek Singers. Tours of
the Edmund Fowle House were also
given. Refreshments were enjoyed by
all.

The Birch Creek Singers entertain the crowd
with a variety of Native American irttfsic

We wish to thank all of the
people who volunteered their time to
make this event possible, including
President
Lou
Allegro
and
Corresponding
Secretary
Ruth

A three volley salute
D

Shackelford
for
their
tireless
efforts with the refreshments, which
were graciously provided by Clyde
and
Mary
Younger, -H Recording
Secretary Karl Neugebauer for his
remarkable abilities in erecting the
podium
and
reinstalling
the
flagpole.
The
annual
Treaty
Day
celebration occurs on the closest
Sunday to the anniversary of the
treaty's signing which is July 19th.
Anyone interested in helping with
next year's celebration, please call
the
Historical
Commission
of
Watertown
at
972-6473
or
the
Historical Society at 923-6067.

reuse is for a community center and
a small museum dedicated to the
history of the Arsenal in Watertown
(1816 - 1965) . Rental space will
also be made available on the first^s
and second floor to help offset t h d ^
operating expenses.
The town's interest in this
property has always been high but
actual plans to acquire it did not
begin until 1995 when the Historic
Commission was
reestablished.
It
began
working
closely
with
the
Department of Community Planning and
Development to interview and hire a
well-known historic
architectural
firm, McGuiney & Hart, to assist
with the technical details involved
with the conveyance. Within a matter
of months,
the town created and
filled
a
new
position
of
Preservation/Conservation/Treewarden
to help with the anticipated demands
of filing for grant applications and
to further show its unconditional
commitment
in
pursuit
of
this
conveyance.
Since
that
time
the
department's
director,
Mark
E.
Boyle, and our preservation agent
Thomas Brady, have filed at least
two town grant
applications
fo^^
assistance
restoring
the
Rodma^^
House
and
its
surrounding
seven
acres, and successfully applied for
state
recognition
of
the entire
Arsenal
site
as
an
historic
district.
For
the
first
time
in
Watertown's 367 years of existence,
and
after
countless
losses
of
historically
and
architecturally
significant buildings,
our "great
little Watertown" has now positioned
itself
to be
recognized by the
Commonwealth for its leadership in
historical
property
reuse
and
preservation.
Watertown is very lucky to have
Tom Brady as its preservation agent
because of his knowledge of open
space
conservation.
The
7 acres
which surround the Rodman Hous^ were
designed by the famous landscape
design
firm
of
Frederick
Law
Olmstead. Although Frederick himself
was not living at the time, his fi:
was contacted to begin work in th^
the
Arsenal
grounds
continuing

THE RODMAN MANSION
We wish to thank Paul Brennan
for
his
contribution
of
this
informative article.
You have heard the rumors that
Watertown
wants
to
acquire
The
Commanding Officer's Mansion located
on
the
grounds
of
the
former
Watertown Arsenal? Well, it's true!
And
at
no
cost!
This
is made
possible through the U.S. Department
of
the
Interior's
authority
in
coordination with the National Park
Service's
Na t i o n a l
Mo n u m e n t
Conveyance Program.
To anyone unfamiliar with the
Commanding
Officer's
Mansion
(otherwise
known
as
the
Rodman
House) , it is one of only four
buildings
in Watertown with the
distinction of being a Nationally
Registered Historical Landmark. It
was
built
in
1865
for
then
commanding officer Colonel Thomas J.
Rodman. The construction cost (at
the time) was $67,000.00 and was
finished
with
expensive
parquet
floors, eleven marble fireplaces, 27
rooms,
14
foot
ceilings
with
beautiful medallions, and much more,
all
atop
seven
acres
of
land
overlooking the Charles River.
The acquisition of the property
is very exciting for our community
since the current intentions for its

m
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excellent
tradition
of
quality
landscape design which Frederick Law
Olmstead made famous.
Starting
in
February
1919,
brigadier General T. C. Dickson,
then
Commanding
Officer
of
the
Arsenal,
began
corresponding
at
length with the Olmstead firm to
design and plant the 7 acre pa r c e l .
Finally, in October, the first of 30
plans were drafted and presented for
final approval.
After 77 years of neglect and
decay, it is hard to tell what is
left of the original plantings, but
you can bet that Thomas Brady will
be hard at work recovering our
little
piece
of
the
Emerald
Necklace.
The transfer of the Arsenal
site can be anticipated as soon as
April of 1998 which is when the Army
is
expected
to
complete
its
environmental
remediation
or
restoration of the property.
For many years there has been a
very active group of
state and
federal agencies working together
^with
representatives
of
the
:ommunity overseeing the Super Fund
Clean-up site. They are known as the
Restoration Advisory Board. These
agencies and Watertown citizens have
been very energetic and thorough in
their work, meeting monthly at the
Arsenal
to
review
volumes
and
volumes
of
almost
overwhelming
amounts of information. They toil
and discuss and even argue to insure
that the property left behind by the
Army is as healthy as we can make
it.
Being one of the President's
Super Fund Clean-up sites along with
being
a
nominated
historical
district, the remaining 33 acres of
land stands out as a very desirable
re-use site for developers. In an
effort to coordinate an agreement
with
the
army
to
transfer
the
property deed to Watertown and to
line up a potential developer to
sell it to, the town has created The
.Watertown
Arsenal
Redevelopment
Corporation.
Out
of
a
limited
"request for development proposals, 6
out of
10 applicants
have been
invited to present their plans at

public
hearings
scheduled
for
November 17th and 18th at 6:30 P.M.
and November 24 at 7:00 P.M. in the
Phillips School auditorium.
Everyone
is
encouraged
to
participate in this process since it
is
the
last
large
commercial
development site in Watertown. If
you cannot be there, please contact
your
local
representative
to be
there in you stead.
This historic landmark, which
belongs to our community, deserves a
thoughtful and sensitive developer
to see through a proper re-use of
our historic United States Arsenal.

HISTORIC DISTRICT
COMMITTEE FORMED
On
October
14,
1997,
the
Watertown Town Council
confirmed
Town
Manager
Michael
Driscoll's
appointment
of
a
seven
member
Historic District Study Committee.
The Study Committee is to determine
whether it is feasible to establish
a historic district in Watertown,
and, if so, what the boundaries of
that district would be.
The first area the Committee
will study is the First Baptist
Church neighborhood near M t . Auburn
and
Common
Streets.
This
area
includes such historic sites as the
Edmund
Fowle
House
on
Marshall
Street
(owned by
the Historical
Society of Watertown), built around
1740, and the Burial Grounds on the
corner of M t . Auburn and Common
Streets.
If the Study Committee
decides that a historic district is
feasible, its exact boundaries would
be determined by the Committee only
after
a
public
hearing,
where
members of the public will have a
chance to voice their concerns.
Historic districts are created
to
preserve
and
protect
the
distinctive
characteristics
of
historically significant buildings
and places,
and to maintain and
improve the architectural integrity
of the district. However, according
to Massachusetts law, the ordinances
7

to open a portion of the house for
public viewing.
Our goal is to continue the
project
of restoring the entire
house and to expand our educational,
services.
\
Membership entitles you to:
** Four public programs per year
(March, May, Sept, Nov.)
**
The
Town
Crier,
a periodic
newsletter with interesting history
and events of Watertown
** Access to historical data housed
in the library of the Edmund Fowle
House (by appointment o n l y ) .

which create historic districts are
strictly limited to regulating the
appearance of only that portion of a
building within the district that is
visible from a public way. This
excludes all interior renovations
and any exterior renovations that
cannot be seen from the street. It
is also common for historic district
ordinances
to
exclude
certain
categories
of home repairs
from
review, such as changes in exterior
paint color,
the installation of
storm windows and doors, and routine
repairs.
Members of the Study Committee
include
Victoria
Carter
of
the
Historic
Commission,
Ruth
Shackelford
of
the
Historical
Society of Watertown, John Hawes of
the Planning Department, Elizabeth
Fitzpayne of Concerned Citizens,
Joan
Galgay
representing
the
Watertown-Belmont
Chamber
of
Commerce, Thayer Morgan representing
the
Greater
Boston
Real
Estate
Board,
and
Jeffrey
Brown
representing the Boston Society of
Architects. All are residents of
Watertown.
Committee meetings are open to
the
public
and
all
interested
citizens are cordially invited to
attend.
The
next
meetings
are
scheduled for Monday, December 8 and
Monday, January 5, 1998 at 7:30 p.m.
in the third floor conference room
of
the
Watertown
Administration
Building on Main Street. Notices of
meetings are posted with the Town
Clerk.

Please support our Society by
becoming
a member,
or
consider
giving a membership to a friend or
loved one as a gift.
Individual....................
Senior/Student...............
Family........................
Individual Sponsor...........
L i f e .........................
Corporate....................
Corporate S p onsor...........
Donation.........

$15.00
10.00
25.00
50.00
150.00
100.00
500.00

Send to:
The Historical Society of W a t e rtowi^
28 Marshall St
Watertown, MA
02172
N a m e :________________
Address :_____________
City:________________
State :___________ Zip :

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS

PLEASE JOIN US!

Lou Allegro - President
E. Joyce Munger - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Karl Neugebauer - Recording Secretary
Ruth Shackelford - Corresponding Secretary
Ken Rand - Curator
Philip Boyajian - Councilor
Paul Brennan - Councilor
Richard Naajarian - Councilor
Doreen Smith - Councilor
*
Sigrid Reddy Watson - Councilor
Barbara Zade - Councilor
Jack Zollo - Councilor

The
Historical
Society
of
Watertown
is
a
non-profit
corporation, organized in 1888, and
for over 100 years has been staffed
by people who are
committed to
preserving Watertown's rich history.
The
Edmund
Fowle
House
(c.1740), which is owned by the
Society is on the National Register
of Historic Places. In 1980, as part
of the 350th celebration of the
founding of Watertown, we were able

VOLUNTEERS
Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town Crier
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Newsletter for The Historical Society of Watertown
HARRIET HOSMER, OUR CELEBRATED
SCULPTOR - PART III
In
our
last
newsletter,
November
1997,
we
wrote
about
Harriet Hosmer's experiences in St.
Louis,
her
"adoption"
by
her
friend,
Cornelia
Crow,
and
Cornelia's father Wayman, and her
acceptance as a student in Rome.

Gibson had Hatty copy classical
statues in various sizes to examine
her talent. She copied torsos and
heads,
and
spent
many
months
perfecting a bust of Venus de Milo.
Soon she would begin her own w o r k s .
Hatty was soon received into a
group of artists and writers from
all over the world who frequently
gathered at the Caffe Greco in Rome.
Sure that his daughter was in safe
hands,
Dr.
Hosmer
left
for
Watertown.
Before
leaving,
he
cautioned Hatty to continue her
physical exercise. She did this by
riding around town on her horse, or
walking about the streets, alone,
much to the chagrin of the Romans. A
letter from William Story to James
Russell Lowell
says
"The Hosmer
takes a high hand here with Rome - &
would have the Romans know that a
Yankee girl can do anything she
pleases,
walk
alone,
ride
on
horseback alone & laugh at their
rules." Apparently, Hatty had taken
her independent spirit with her to
Italy.
Hatty's
social
circle
was
expanding. Soon she became friendly
with Fanny Kemble, an actress she
had met at Mrs. Sedgwick's in Lenox,
and her sister, Adelaide Sartoris,
who had given up an operatic career
for marriage. Several times a month,

Hatty
visited
the
Sartoris'
apartment for an evening of musical
entertainment.
She
also
became
friendly with William Story, Robert
Browning
and
Elizabeth
Barrett
Browning during this period.
After a year in Rome, Hatty was
quite successful in winning friends
and fulfilling the requirements of
the studio. These accomplishments
fed her independence.
She found
herself very capable of living in
Rome among these people without her
father's
guidance.
Also,
though
Charlotte Cushman was known for her
generosity
and
benevolence,
she
could
also
be
controlling
and
overprotective. Hatty learned early
to sift through Charlotte's advice
and instruction.
Hatty decided to stay in Rome
for at least five years.
After a year of copying others'
sculptures, Hatty received a draft
for three hundred pounds from Wayman
Crow as a commission for a fulllength work. In the meantime, she
began her first original sculpture.
She chose to create a bust of
Daphne,
a
character
from Greek
mythology. As a companion piece, she
created a bust of Medusa. Both works
were greeted with much admiration by
the critics. She reported to Crow
how much she loved her work and
thought John Gibson was "not only
the best master but the kindest
friend in the world." She planned on
staying on with him as long as he
would have her, which turned out to
be a very long time.
In
late
1853,
Robert
and
Elizabeth Barrett Browning arrived
in Rome for the winter. They settled
in an apartment close to Hatty's,

these reports, for he had continued
to send her money. In 1854, Hiram
Hosmer told her that he could no
longer support her stay in Italy. He
may have overstated his financial
problems in an attempt to bring her
home. Perhaps he felt she had spent
enough time there to learn all she
needed to continue her career in
America. In any case, he announced
that he would no longer be able to
fund her studies.
Hatty was very upset and wrote
to Wayman Crow of her bitterness
toward her father for his decision.
In the past, Crow had offered to
help with Hatty's support but she
had always refused. Now, she wrote
"On your kindness then, my more than
friend, I am forced to rely." She
promised
she
would
show
her
appreciation
of
his wonderful
gesture through the caliber of her
future works. While she admitted she
did not excel in managing money, she
would cut down on her expenses, and
maybe even get rid of her horse. The
sponsor-protegee
bond was
now
established.
She
expressed
that
"every single artist in Rome who i£
living or has lived owes his success
to his Mr. Crow"
and that she
"never read the life of any artist
who did not date the rising of his
lucky star from the hand of some
beneficent friend, patron, or rather
both." Crow was now the key to her
future. Luckily, her bond with Crow
did not cause any jealousy on her
father's part. The two men remained
friends and corresponded often.
On March 27, 1854, Cornelia
Crow married Lucien Carr. Carr had
completed his studies at St. Louis
University in anthropology and he
and Corny were moving farther west
so he could conduct research on
Indian life and artifacts. Hatty and
Corny continued their correspondence
faithfully.
In 1855, Hatty began work on
the full-length sculpture earlier
commissioned by Wayman Crow. She
chose
Oenone,
a
character
from_
ancient
literature.
That summer
John Gibson extended an offer foi
Hatty to accompany him on a trip to
England. Her father discouraged her,

and she found herself a frequent and
welcomed visitor. The Brownings also
became great friends with William
Story and his wife Emelyn, who lived
nearby. ■

Daphne, 1853, marble, height 27.5", signed
and inscribed "HARRIET HOSMER/FECIT ROMAE."
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Morris K.
Jesup Fund, 1973

A short time later, Hatty asked
the Brownings if they would permit
her to do a casting of the poets7
hands entwined. They agreed to this,
and Hatty created her highly praised
Clasped Hands. At the time, this was
done in plaster,
and many years
later,
with
contributions
from
patrons, it was cast in bronze. Both
Brownings were delicate boned people
and the finished work gracefully
conveyed Elizabeth7s frail hand, and
her husband's, which was not much
larger.
Several times during Hatty's
stay in Rome, her father wrote to
her telling her of his financial
troubles. Hatty had begun to ignore
2

suggesting she
on the expenses
so generously
^decided to stay
her work.

should keep an. eye
that Wayman Crow was
allowing her.
She
in Rome and focus on

wrote back that she was ready to get
down to some serious work. She felt
her finances were secure because
"the little figure that I modeled
this summer" was almost complete.
She must surely have been referring
to "Puck".

Oenone,
ca.
1855,
marble,
height 34".
Collection, Washington University, St. Louis,
Missouri, gift of Mr. Wayman Crow, Sr.

During this time she conceived
her most famous work, Puck, inspired
by a character in Shakespear's play
"A Midsummer Night's Dream." The
pudgy figure is only 30 inches high,
with a baby face, little horns, and
wings on his shoulders. The statue
conveys a mischievous aura.
Gibson persuaded Hatty to set
the price of this piece at eight
hundred dollars in gold.
It was
purchased by the Prince of Wales for
his collection.
This was a very eventful year.
Earlier, Cornelia and Lucien Carr
Had their first child, a girl, named
Harriet
Hosmer
Carr.
Hatty
was
thrilled when
asked
to be
the
godmother.
By year's end, Hatty's group of
friends had scattered to live in
other locations; Adelaide Sartoris
and Charlotte Cushman in England,
Frederic Leighton in Paris where the
Brownings were now living.
After a
short vacation in the country, Hatty
returned home to a letter including
a stipend from Wayman Crow. She

Puck, 1855, marble, height 31". Inscribed on
lower back "H.HOSMER/ROME." Collection of
Richard York Gallery, New York City

By the end of the next year,
Europe was undergoing a recession.
All but the most experienced artists
were straining to make ends m e e t .
Hatty had accomplished a number
of achievements over this period.
She created a marble
life-sized
statue of Beatrice Cenci; a young
girl
from
16th
century
Roman
history, and two bas-reliefs, Night
and the Rising of the Stars and
Phosphor and Hesper; the evening and
morning stars from mythology. Her
sculpture of Oenone was completed
3

and on its way to be exhibited in
Boston and St. Louis, along with a
Puck. She had been asked to display
her Beatrice Cenci at the Royal
Academy -in London the following
year, after its exhibit in America.

Hatty went to London to attend
the exhibition of Beatrice Cenci at
the
Royal
Ac a d e m y . She
had
a
marvelous time with her old friends,
Adelaide
Sartoris
and
Charlotte
Cushman. Now a lady of prominence,
Hatty posed for two portraits while
she was there.
After the presentation at the
academy, Charlotte urged Hatty to go
on to Boston for the showing of
Cenci, which Hatty intended to do.
She arrived in Watertown to
great acclaim. She was greeted by
her father and Miss Coolidge, the
housekeeper who helped bring her up.
Soon there were visits from the poet
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and his
wife, and Ellen Robbins who was now
a notable nature painter, and her
old friend Lydia Maria Child. Later,
her best friend, Cornelia, came east
from Missouri
to
pay
a visit.
Surprisingly,
Hatty did not see
Wayman Crow during this visit home;
apparently because of scheduling
conflicts.
The showing of Beatrice Cenci
was a success and was given high
praise by the critics.
Upon her return to Rome, she
wrote to Crow and recounted that the
Falconnet monument was progressing
nicely and she had begun a model of
Zenobia, queen of Palmyra, who was a
figure from the Roman Empire.
In
1858,
Charlotte
Cushman
returned to Rome and moved into her
house at 3 8 Via Gregoriana. Emma
Stebbins moved in with her and
Charlotte, staying in the role of
supporter, offered Hatty rooms on
the third floor for her living
quarters. The house was in a prime
location
with
incredible
views.
Hatty
reveled
in
the
exquisite
residence, and was very grateful to
her extremely generous friend.
It was during this time that
Hatty met Nathaniel Hawthorne and
his
wife,
Sophia
Peabody.
The
Hawthornes
often
visited
John
Gibson's studio and soon joined this
expanding circle of friends who
dined many a morning at the home of
William Story.
During this period, Hatty was
busy working on a companion piece to

Night Rises with the Stars, 1856, bas-relief
in marble, diameter 16". Photograph courtesy
Watertown Free Public Library.

The combination of these things
made it possible for her to afford
what was most important: marble!
In
November
1856,
Hatty
received a commission
to
do
a
sarcophagus
monument
for
Madame
Falconnet's
daughter,
who
had
recently died. It would be located
in the Church of Sant' Andrea delle
Fratte. This caused quite a stir
among the populace. For one thing, a
woman was contracted to construct a
monument in a Roman church, and for
another, she wasn't even a Roman!
As her work orders increased,
Hatty contemplated getting a studio
of her own. Her place in Gibson's
studio was getting very confined.
Although she was apprehensive about
going
out
on
her
own,
Gibson
encouraged her. He pointed out to
her that people would consider her a
novice if she continued to produce
under his roof. His consent gave her
"the positive proof that my master
thinks I am progressing".
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Puck called Will o' the Wisp. She
wrote to Crow telling him of the new
studio she had settled in at 5 Via
Margutta, not far from Gibson's. It
was a huge room, and she had already
moved her work in progress, Zenobia,
there.

requested that his sole heir, Hatty,
heed the counsel of Wayman Crow "in
all
matters,"
(which
Hatty
did
anyway). He suggested that Hatty
sell two houses he owned,
and a
piece of land. He suggested that
Hatty
also
sell
their
home
on
Riverside Street, unless she.wanted
to keep it as an investment after
his death.

Dear readers,
we again end
before
the
conclusion
of
Ms.
Hosmer's story. The story will be
completed in the June newsletter.

NEW MEMBERS
The past couple of years have
brought many new members to the
Historical Society:
Patricia Ahearn
Wilhelminia Allen
Anne Benaquist
Charles Colby
W. Eaton
Thomas Geary Jr.
George Graw
Frederick Griffin
Paul Hooper Jr.
Mary Humphreys
Mary Jones
Gary & Susan Lind-Sinanian
Ann McLaughlin
Edna Meehan
Raphael Millan
Vittoria Miller
Seth Parker
Jack Piantedosi
Shlomo Pinkas
Marsha Rheubottom
Ruth Shackelford
David Smith
Dianne Sullivan
Daniel & Mary Sweeney

Will o' the Wisp, ca. 1858, marble, height
31", located in the Watertown Free Public
Library.

Hatty was unexpectedly called
home in April I860, for her father
had suffered a stroke. His memory
and speech was affected. When his
speech
improved,
Hiram
Hosmer
informed his daughter that he would
like to get his affairs in order.
^*His
resources
were
not
in
the
pathetic
state
that
he
had
continuously reported them to be.
They
examined
his
papers.
He

We welcome them all and hope
they will derive much pleasure from
their association with us.
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We
wish
to
thank
Ruth
S hackelford,
Corresponding
Secretary, for her contribution of
the following five articles.

co-chair, along with Sigrid Reddy
Watson, of the Historical Society's
Fund Raising Committee.
According
to Mr. Whitney, w"ho has worked on a
number of successful fund drives
over
the
years,
the
donations
represent a rate of return that is
significantly
better
thaxi
the
average return for an initial fund
raising effort.
The Society's efforts continued
last week, when about five hundred
follow-up letters were mailed out to
persons and organizations who had
received the original appeal letter,
but who had not yet contributed.
This year's Annual Appeal will end
on April 30, so if you know of
anyone who has received our Appeal
but who has not yet contributed,
please put in a few good words for
us!
Most importantly, we want to
thank all of our members who have
already responded to the Appeal.
With your help, and the help of many
other friends, we hope to be able to
begin work on the house before the
end of the year.

WATERTOWN SAVINGS BANK
1998 CUSTOMERS' CHOICE
AWARD GIVEN TO
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Thanks
to
all
Historical
Society members who voted for us in
the recent Watertown Savings Bank
Customer Choice Award competition.
Twenty-six
local
non-profit
organizations
were
chosen
by
Watertown Savings Bank customers to
receive a portion of a grant
totaling $20,000.
The Historical
Society was honored to be included
in that group.
Several members of
the Society's Council attended a
reception on February 18, where
Watertown Savings Bank President
Ronald Dean gave us a check for
$345. The Society's president, Lou
Allegro, took the opportunity to say
a few words in support of our
current fund raising campaign and to
ask for new members.

CALL FOR NEW COUNCIL
MEMBERS

STATUS OF THE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY'S
1997 ANNUAL APPEAL

The
Historical
Society
of
Watertown is seeking members who are
interested
in
serving
on
the
Society's Council.
At our annual
meeting, scheduled to be held on
Sunday, May 3, 1998, at 12:00 noon
at the Gore Place in Waltham, a new
slate of Council members will be
elected. We are seeking Historical
Society members who would like to
join the Council. The Council meets
on the second Wednesday of the month
(except July and August) at 7:00
p.m. at the Edmund Fowle House on
Marshall
Street.
If you are
interested,
please
contact
Nominating Committee Chairperson,
Paul Brennan at 781-890-3711.

Last
year
the
Historical
Society sent out approximately seven
hundred letters with a handsome
brochure
outlining
some
of
Watertown's history.
The letter
requested a contribution to a fund
that would enable the Society to
repair and renovate the Edmund Fowle
House, the goal being to reopen the
house to the public and to make the
Society's research materials more
readily accessible.
To date, we
have received over $10,000 from 102
donors in response to our appeal.
"This
is
a very positive
start," reports Malcolm Whitney,
6

Individual...................$15.00
Senior/Student.............. 10.00
Family...................... 25.00
Individual Sponsdr.......... 50.00
Life....................... 150.00
Corporate.................. 100.00
Corporate Sponsor.......... 500.00
Donation.........
___

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
As you know, the Historical
^ “'Society is in the middle of a fund
v raising drive to raise money for
badly needed repairs and renovations
to the Edmund Fowle House. Our aim
is twofold:
first, to reopen the
house to the public; and, second, to
make our historical records and
artifacts more readily accessible to
students and researchers. In order
to achieve this ambitious goal, we
need more Society members who can
donate one or two hours a week to
work on one of our committees.
If
you are interested in contributing
to this worthy cause, please contact
the
Society's
President,
Lou
Allegro, at 924-3041.

Send to:
The Historical Society of Watertown
28 Marshall St
Watertown, MA 02172
Name:______________________________
Address:___________________________
City:______________________________
State:__________ Zip:______________
Telephone:________________________
We wish to thank Paul Brennan
for the following three articles.

CALL FOR NEW MEMBERS
More members will yield more
volunteers! Do you know anyone who
is interested in Watertown history
but who is not yet a member of the
“Historical Society?
If you do,
please
tear
out
or
copy
the
membership application that appears
on page 7 and give it to them,
saying a few words
about
the
Society's work and our future plans
for the Edmund Fowle House.
We
appreciate your help!

WHAT IS THE R.A.B.?
The remaining portion of the
historical Watertown Arsenal (c.1816
1994)
is also a Presidential
Superfund Clean-up Site. This means
millions of dollars are being spent
by the federal government to restore
or improve the environment of this
governmental facility prior to its
reuse or resale. But, who oversees,
reviews and informs others about the
remedial action taking place there?
How can you trust that the property
is really being cleaned? Through
your local
Restoration Advisory
Board. The R.A.B. is a group of
individuals
comprised
of
representatives of the Dept, of
Defense, community members and the
Environmental
Protection
Agency,
along
with
state
and
local
officials. This board was formed to
act as a forum for discussion and
exchange of
information between
agencies and the community, and to
provide an opportunity for stake
holders (a.k.a Watertown) to review
progress and participate in dialogue
with
the
restoration
decision
makers.
Below is the current list of

ANNUAL DUES
MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE IN MAY.
Membership entitles you to:
** Four public programs per year
(March, May, Sept, Nov.)
** The Town Crier,
a periodic
newsletter with interesting history
and events of Watertown
** Access to historical data housed
in the library of the Edmund Fowle
House (by appointment only).
Please support our Society by
or consider
giving a membership to a friend or
loved one as a gift.

(" sending in your dues,
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Restoration Advisory Board Members
for the Watertown Arsenal Site:

are necessary to fund this program.
If your want to be involved in
the support of this very unique and
educationally
important
award,
please make your checks payable to
the Historical Society of Watertown
and send it:

Co Chair
Co Chair .

Susan Falkoff
Bob Chase
Rudy D'Alanno
Town Council Alex Liazos
Kathy Button
Steven Ward
Rich Rago
Thomas Stevens
Town Council Paul Denning
Louise Hunter
Kathy Baskin
Pam DiBona
Hist. Comm.
Paul Brennan
Patricia Schravoni
Mark Comeau
Dr. Stephen Steadman
George Pizzoni
Steve Balducci
Conserv.Comm Tom Brady
DEP Rep
Albe Simenas
EPA Rep
Meghan Cassidy
AEC Rep
John Buck
NED Rep
Dennis Waskiewicz
Simone Schields
BRAC Rep
Bob Mudge
BTC
Chuck Paone
MDC Rep
Mario Traficante
Rick Corsi

C/O The 1998 Charles T. Burke Award
28 Marshall Street
Watertown, MA 02172

A TIME TO STRIKE
A fascinating bit of history to
surface about the Arsenal recently
is a story regarding the strike of
1911 at the facility. Information is
still
being
sought
about
this
incident but it involves a Mr.
Frederick Winslow Taylor who was
trying to standardize manufacturing
worker's
production
times.
The
methods which were being used were
not received well and as a result,
workmen at the Arsenal went on
strike and congressional hearings
followed.
If your have any knowledge
about this event, please contact
Paul Brennan immediately at 923-6067
or write to him at 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02172.
A
Public
Broadc a s t i n g
documentary is in the works and you
may be asked about your knowledge.

The next meeting of the R.A.B.
is scheduled for March 30, (Monday)
7:00 P.M. in Bldg 313 North at the
Watertown Arsenal. All members of
the general public are encouraged to
come and feel free to ask questions.
Should you be unable to attend
but have questions regarding the
ongoing restoration, please contact
one of the representatives listed.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS
Lou Allegro - President
E . Joyce Munger - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Karl Neugebauer - Recording Secretary
Ruth Shackelford - Corresponding Secretary
Ken Rand - Curator
Philip Boyajian - Councilor
Paul Brennan - Councilor
Richard Naajarian - Councilor
Doreen Smith - Councilor
Sigrid Reddy Watson - Councilor
Barbara Zade - Councilor
Jack Zollo - Councilor

CHARLES T. BURKE AWARD
The
Historical
Society's
Education Committee is in need of
donors for this year's Charles T.
Burke Award Contest.
Each year we award a student
from the 6th and 7th grade of the
Watertown Middle School for their
outstanding essay about subjects of
local historical interest. A $100.
bond and a copy of Crossroads on the
Charles is the award and donations

VOLUNTEERS
Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town Crier
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HARRIET HOSMER, OUR CELEBRATED
SCULPTOR- PARTIV
In our last newsletter, March 1998, we
wrote about Harriet Hosmer’s continued
commissions and increasing fame throughout
the world. W e will conclude Harriet’s story in
this edition.

Hatty was unexpectedly called home in
April 1860, for her father had suffered a stroke.
His memory and speech were affected. When
his speech improved, Hiram Hosmer informed
his daughter that he would like to get his affairs
in order. His resources were not in the pathetic
state that he had continuously reported them
to be. They examined his papers. He
requested that his sole heir, Hatty, heed the
counsel of Wayman Crow “in all matters,”
(which Hatty did anyway). He suggested that
Hatty sell two houses he owned, and a piece of
land. He suggested that Hatty also sell their
home on Riverside Street, unless she wanted
to keep it as an investment after his death.
As the days moved into May, Dr.
Hosmer seemed to be getting weaker and
Hatty was growing depressed. A letter from
Wayman Crow changed the atmosphere in the
gloomy house. Hatty was ensured the
commission for the statue of Senator Thomas
Hart Benton. It was to be Missouri’s first public
sculpture. Hatty wrote back to Crow, “ I have
not seen my poor dear Father look so pleased
as when I read him your letter and came to that
passage.” The commission had originated two

years previously and Dr. Hosmer had been
involved from the beginning, which may
explain why he shared Hatty’s joy.
Competition
for
assignments
was
intense, and
Hatty endured disapproval
because of her youth and gender. She wrote
that “more than one artist here is in a fury of
jealousy to think I have a large work to do. It is
so pleasant to put these fellows in a rage!”
That summer, W aym an Crow and his
family came to Watertown to visit the Hosmers.
Hatty and W aym an spent one Saturday in
Boston visiting the sights. After lunch at the
Parker House, they went to the State House to
see the statue of Daniel Webster, on to see
Benjamin Franklin at Old City Hall, and then to
the Athenaeum where Hatty spent so much
time in her youth. (One of Hosmer’s Pucks is
now displayed on the staircase leading up to
the second floor of the Athenaeum. This is one
of about 30 replicas that Hosmer produced.)
Soon Dr. Hosmer seemed to be feeling
better and Hatty was getting ready to return to
Italy. Boston was preparing to receive a visit
from the Prince of W ales. There was no
question that Hatty would be attending the ball
given in his honor, for she was now a wellknown and celebrated artist.
The prince recognized her at once and
shook her hand. Hatty wrote to Cornelia that
the prince “came up to me and said how fond
he was of my Puck, which is now in his rooms
at Oxford.”

Preparations were underway for the trip0
to the London Exhibition. Hatty, Charlotte
Cushman, Emma Stebbins, and John Gibson
were all traveling together.
Several years before this, rumors were
being spread that John Gibson was doing Ms.
Hosmer’s work. Anna Jameson, an art critic
and a friend of Hatty’s, wrote to her that
“impertinent and malicious insinuations die
away, and your work and your fame remain, as
Ihope, for a long, long future.”
These rumors were rising again. “The
Zenobia, said to be by Miss Hosmer - but
really executed by an Italian workman in
Rome” was printed in an article of Art Journal.
Hatty was furious and eager for a showdown.
She wrote to Crow: “I hope and trust I may
soon be involved in a law suit. For seven years
it has been whispered about that I do not do
my own work but employ a man to do itfor me.
This scandal has now reached the point when I
am accused of being a hypocrite and a
humbug...” She said that John Gibson “is
ready to go into any Court of Law for me, and
many others have Igot to fight for me. So yo
see itwill be no joke.”She had hired a lawyer.

Fountain of the Siren 1861, marble, height ca. T.
Photograph courtesy Watertown Free Public Library.

That winter, another was welcomed into
the circle of friends in Rome: Lady Marian
Alford, daughter of the second Marquess of
Northampton and widow of the Viscount Alford.
She and Hatty became fast friends. Soon,
Hatty was hired to create a fountain for Lady
Marian’s conservatory in London.
As 1862 began, artists in Rome were
looking forward to the London International
Exhibition. Hatty was displaying three of her
works: Zenobia, Puck, which was being sent
by the Prince of Wales, and Medusa being
sent by Lady Marian Alford.
Early in 1862, Hatty received a
message that her father had passed away. He
had been very sick, so Hatty was not surprised
to hear the news. But she was greatly
saddened. She wrote to Cornelia “Whatever
our little differences have been, he will always
live in my memory as good and kind and
excellent.” She became her father’s inheritor
and began to refer to stocks and shares in her
letters to Wayman Crow.

Harriet Hosmer with her studio artisans, 1867.
Photograph courtesy Watertown Free Public Library.
This photo was taken in the courtyard of Hatty’s studio.
Notice the Fountain of the Siren in the background.

She wrote a letter to the editors of Art
Journal answering the accusations. Sh§^
described the procedure of sculpturing i
detail. Gibson stated that she became his
student as soon as she came to Rome and
2

Harriet Goodhue Hosmer Collection at the
Watertown Free Public Library.
Hatty returned to Rome where she was
having a studio constructed at 116 Via
Margutta. She planned to have stables in the
back. She was also moving into her own
apartment at 26 Via delle Quattro Fontane,
quite a prestigious address. Her financial
situation was quite comfortable now.
In the spring she finished her latest
work, The Sleeping Faun. This was the first
time she had sculpted the adult male body. It
was presented at the Dublin Exhibition where it
was promptly bought by Sir Benjamin
Guinness for a thousand pounds. You can
view this statue at the Museum of Fine Arts in
Boston.

that he found she had “uncommon talent.”
William Story sent a letter to the Athenaeum
confirming her description of the sculptural
^•orocess, including the manual labor done by
studio workmen. He referred to her as “an
accomplished artist.”
Upon realizing the extent of the law suit,
the editor of The Queen,the paper that printed
the original article, offered to print an apology,
give up the name of the writer, and to pay all
legal fees. At first Hatty rejected the
proposition. She wrote to her friend and fellow
sculptor, Hiram Powers, “Reflecting afterwards
that my motives might easily be misconstrued,
and that I laid myself open to a charge of
unreasonableness and probably to a desire of
obtaining damages, which would have been
still worse, iwish to say that I now accept his
offer on condition that the apology should be
inserted in The Times and the Galignani as
well as in his own paper.”
She eventually faced her accuser,
Joseph Mozier, in an interview and related that
he “admitted that he had made these injurious
.statements and expressed his regret that he
.iad done so.”
In 1863, Hatty’s cousin Alfred, (her
childhood playmate), was living in the house
on Riverside street. Apparently he had bought
itfrom her after her father died. Hiram Hosmer
had been buried in Mount Auburn Cemetery.
Hatty did not like the plot, describing itas “too
low and too shady.” She intended to erect a
monument there to her father. (This never
came to pass.)
In the summer of 1864 Hatty saiied to
America, along with Zenobia, in order to sell
her. She was sold to a wealthy man from New
York named Almon Griswold. Hatty received a
net sum of approximately $2,500., a
considerable amount at that time. The
sculpture went on exhibition in New York and
Boston and received tremendous accolades.
The statue of Zenobia was 84 inches in
height. It’s location is now unknown and
presumed destroyed. A smaller version, height
.9 inches, can be seen at the Wadsworth
Atheneum in Hartford, Connecticut. A marble
bust of Zenobia, height 17 inches, is in the

The Sleeping Faun, 1865, marble, height 49”.

The Civil War had come to an end and
Abraham Lincoln’s death was felt throughout
the world. Plans were being made for a
memorial to be placed in Springfield, where
Lincoln was buried. Plans were also being
made for the freedmen’s statue, a monument
to be placed on the grounds of the Capitol in
Washington, D.C. James E. Yeatman of St.
Louis was in charge of granting the
commission. He was a close friend of Wayman
Crow’s and Harriet also knew him. Hatty began
to work on a design for the freedmen’s statue.
She wanted to depict Lincoln’s greatest
achievements - the emancipation of the slaves
3

and the preservation of the Union. Her plan
included four “mourning Victories, with
trumpets reversed,”to show their great sorrow,
surrounding a figure of Lincoln.
Wayman Crow, his wife, and their
youngest child, Isabel, arrived in Rome during
this time. Hatty was thrilled by their visit. Her
happiness was cut short for during this visit,
Hatty lost her “beloved master.” John Gibson
had a stroke and died a month later. Hatty left
Rome for a while, needing time to deal with
this great loss.
Upon the departure of the Crows,
Cornelia and the children came to visit for a
few months and took an apartment across from
Hatty’s.
At the end of 1866 she was still seeking
financial help from Crow, requesting eighty
pounds. She was preparing to send the plaster
model for the freedmen’s statue to America for
the commission to see. Yeatman wrote her an
encouraging letter but said he could not award
her the appointment without "obtaining a more
public verdict in its favor.” Hatty was feeling
confident that the outcome would be in her
favor, as were the other artists in her field.

whose genius has conferred honor on her,
country, hearing that a “Memorial to Freedom”
was proposed to be erected, ... went to work to
design a monument. ...this lover of freedoms
conceived and designed a monument, which
she has since modeled in clay, and a plaster
cast of which she has sent to this country. The
same was shipped to Boston, and is now in
that city.”
This statement implied that Hosmer
would be the sculptor and Hatty was very
confident that she would be. The venture
continued for several years before it took an
unexpected turn.
In 1867, Hatty began working on The
Waking Faun. She wished to exhibit this
statue, along with The Sleeping Faun, as
companion pieces in the Paris Exhibition of
1867. Hatty felt it did not meet the high
standards of her Sleeping Faun and sent itto
be exhibited in America instead.

A drawing of Harriet Hosmer’s proposed design for the
freedmen's monument to Abraham Lincoln, Art Journal,
January 1, 1868

For the remainder of the summer, Hatty
traveled to Ireland, Scotland, and Wales,
castle-hopping among the elite. It was during
this tour that she met and befriended Lady
Louisa Ashburton, at Melchet Court , wh
bought many of Hosmer’s works.

The Waking Faun, 1866-1867, plaster or marble, lifesize, current location unknown. Photograph courtesy
Watertown Free Public Library

A statement was released by James E.
Yeatman saying, “...Harriet Hosmer, the
talented daughter of New England, an artist
4

from Lincoln’s life, panels showing events of
the war, and others depicting assassination
scenes and his funeral procession.
The commission finally went to Larkin
Mead. Hatty was immensely disappointed. The
finished product was made public on April 14,
1876, on the 11th anniversary of Lincoln’s
assassination, in Washington, D.C.’s Lincoln
Park.
During 1869, Hatty continued to attend
dinners and parties with the elite. She was
awarded a commission for a statue of Maria
Sophia, the former queen of the kingdom of
Naples and the Two Sicilies. It was described
by one critic as “a noble work of art.”
In America, some of Hatty’s
creations were being redone in terra-cotta, with
permission by her business representatives,
Hovey and Hoffman. She had no problem with
the production of these small replicas, “if they
are not too good,”she reported to Crow.
Lady Ashburton continued to be Hatty’s
best client during the 1870’s. Her son, Lord
Brownlow, also hired Hatty for many other
works, including a design for some gates for
which he paid twenty-five thousand dollars.
She sent a smaller, plaster model of these
gates to be exhibited at the Philadelphia
centennial.
In 1878, she exhibited the Pompeiian
Sentinel, a sculpture of a soldier who died at
his post, at Colnaghi’s Gallery in London.
She used a new method when modeling
this piece. It was made roughly in plaster of
Paris and then coated with wax. She found
that the wax maintained a more exact shape
when cut with her modeling knife. She also
created a process that compressed limestone
into a material very much like marble. Hatty
had this process patented in England and
America. Hatty also dabbled in perfecting a
perpetual motion machine.
The war in 1870 affected Rome
catastrophically, as it did many other cities in
Europe. Hatty was disappointed in many of the
changes that had taken place in Rome. She
wrote, “In time, it will become like every other
city in the universe, clean, tidy, and hatefully
progressive. W e want itjust as itwas — with all

In June of 1868, commencement
exercises were held at Washington University,
the school Crow had founded almost
exclusively. Hatty had sent a marble bust of
Wayman Crow that she had created in Rome.
Itwas a surprise to Crow, to whom she wrote
that it ought to be a "statue of gold to repay
you for all the trouble and care you have taken
for and of me. You - my best friend - where
should Ihave been without you?"

Portrait bust of Wayman Crow, Sr, 1865, marble, height
24". A plaster casting of the portrait bust is in the Harriet
Goodhue Hosmer Collection in the Watertown Free
Public Library.

Hatty visited America during 1868. She
had continued to work on her rendition of the
freedman’s monument. Her new design was
quite elaborate. Itwas to include four figures of
black men in “the progressive stages of
liberation”, four bas-reliefs featuring scenes
5

its dirt and all its charms, and we fervently pray
that something may come in the way to upset it
all and restore it to its former delightful
condition.” Hatty began to spend a lot of time
at Lady Ashburton’s home in London. Lady
Ashburton had built her a studio here a few
years before. She had spent a good deal of
time in London during the years and had
befriended many members of high society.
Wayman Crow died in 1885. Cornelia
wrote of his death as Hatty’s g re a tes t loss,”
saying that she had never loved anyone more
than she loved Crow. After this, Hatty seemed
to have lost her motivation to create.
The World’s Columbian Exposition was
slated for 1893 in Chicago. Hatty moved there
for a while. She seemed rejuvenated by the
bustling city. She was well known throughout
the world by this time and thought of as the
foremost woman in her profession and an
inspiration to all women. She began to give
lectures on feminism and equality.
Her stand for women’s rights inspired
the Daughters of Isabella, a Chicago suffragist
group, to commission her to do the figure of
their patron, Isabella of Castille for the
Columbian Exposition. Queen Isabella of
Castile went on to be displayed in San
Francisco at the Winter Fair.
Hatty returned to Watertown in 1903.
Her presence here was not public knowledge,
except by those close to her. At first she
stayed in her family home on Riverside Street
with the widow of her cousin Alfred. She then
moved to 163 Brattle Street in Cambridge with
the local jeweler, Charles E. Gray and his wife.
She wrote to Cornelia that Gray’s crafty skills
in watchmaking could help her in fashioning
the perpetual motion machine she was still
working on.
In
February
of
1908,
she was
complaining of a cold, and went to visit the
doctor. Her condition got worse, and on
February 21, Harriet Goodhue Hosmer passed
away.
This put her name in print again for she
had virtually disappeared from the public eye.
She had died insolvent. Many debts had to be
settled.

Hatty was not buried in the family plot*
with her parents and siblings. Alfred Hosmer’s
widow had Hatty’s ashes buried in a newer
family plot in Mount Auburn Cemetery.
^
Cornelia Carr wrote in length about hei
best friend’s life and career. “The work
dreamed of by her would easily have filled
another lifetime.”

CHANGING OF THE GUARD
The Historical Society celebrated their
110th annual members meeting and election of
officers on May 3rd. It was held in the carriage
house at the Gore Estate.
Our president of the last two years, Lou
Allegro, passed his position on to G. Jack
Zollo. Joyce Munger, who has been vice
president for over 15 years, passed her
position on to Paul Brennan, who has also
served as our president. The new council
roster is:
G. Jack Zollo - President
Paul Brennan - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Lou Allegro - Asst Treasurer
Karl Neugebauer - Recording Secretary
Position Vacant - Corresponding Secretary
Diana Baccari - Councilor
Gurden Buck - Councilor
E. Joyce Munger - Councilor
Richard Najarian - Councilor
Ken Rand - Curator
Doreen Smith - Councilor
Sigrid Reddy Watson - Councilor
Barbara Zade - Councilor
VO LU N TEER S
Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town Crier

^

As you can see, our position for
Corresponding Secretary is open. This was
previously held by Ruth Shackelford, who has
taken a job in New York. Her dedication will be
sorely missed. Anyone wishing to take on th ^
position is requested to contact Jack Zollo cu
617-923-6067.
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They had a militia almost equal to the British
garrisons in Quebec and had recently engaged
in a sea war with British forces in the Gulf of
Maine.
General George Washington realized
that allying the colonies with the Micmacks and
their allies, the St. John’s, would be the best
way to help secure our northern border against
British attack.
After a meeting of the Continental
Congress in Philadelphia, General Washington
wrote a letter to the Grand Chief of the
Micmacks in Nova Scotia requesting a meeting
in Watertown.
On July 10, seven Mikmaq captains,
along with three St. John’s, (or Malecites)
arrived in Watertown. Major Shaw “had brought
them in his sloop from Macnias to Salem, from
whence they rode hither in carriages which were
provided for them.” They announced that they
had come as a result of General Washington’s
letter.
Ambrose Var of St. John’s River served
as spokesman for the Native Americans.
The St. John’s and Micmack Tribes are
all one people and of one tongue and one heart.
The Almighty has given the English and Indians
one heart. We are both one country. We are of
their country and they are of our country.
The Council President proposed an
alliance in the coming War:
You have heard that the English people
beyond the great water have taken up the
hatchet against the English United Colonies in
America. We once looked upon them as our
brothers, as the children of the same family with
ourselves, and loved them as our elder
brothers. But they have grown old and
covetous.
They have already taken away a great
deal of our money, and many of our privileges,
and we have borne it with patience, having only
told them that their doing it was unbrotherly and
unkind...But all our petitions have been
disregarded. ...we have refused to part with any
more of our money and privileges and this
refusal has brought upon us the war in which
we are engaged. ...a large body of them went
from Boston secretly by night into our country, in

TREATY DAY
On Sunday, July 19th, Watertown
vill be celebrating the 222nd anniversary of the
Treaty of Watertown, a treaty of alliance and
friendship signed between the Micmack Nations
of northern New England and Canada, and the
newly formed United States. This will be the
third observance of this historical occurrence
held in Watertown.
The original treaty was signed on July
19, 1776, a mere 15 days after the signing of
the Declaration of Independence.
This year will be especially momentous
because for the first time, the original, newly
restored treaty will be on display! The
restoration of the treaty was paid for by the town
out of funds appropriated for Treaty Day. The
work was done by the New England Document
Conservation Center in North Andover for $610.
Itwill be brought to the Edmund Fowle House
by John D. Warner, Massachusetts state
archivist, for the celebration and will reside
thereafter in a controlled environment at the
Massachusetts State Archives in Dorchester,
next door to the John F. Kennedy Library.
Another important document has also
come to light as a result of research done at the
archives by Paul Brennan: a copy of the original
minutes of deliberations leading up to this
historic treaty! These minutes record the
discussions held between the President of the
Honorable Council of the Colony, James
Bowdoin, and the representatives of the
Micmack and St. John’s Native American Tribes
that were held at the Meeting House in
Watertown. The minutes were hand-written in
the Old English text and the editor of this
newsletter typed a transcription of the document
which is 13 pages long.
At this time, the colonists were
organizing a rebellion to fight the British, who
had imposed unacceptable taxes and trade
requirements on the port of Boston. The British
had confiscated arms and property, and were
^now occupying many areas of the colony.
The Micmacks occupied the land
between New England and British Canada.
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the month of April last year, and killed some of
our people, burnt or damaged many of their
homes... (This passage is referring to the Battle
of Lexington and Concord.) And a little while
after, killed a greater number of them at
Charlestown, with comparatively little loss of
lives on our side, the war being thus began.
(This is referring to the Battle of Bunker Hill.)
After discussing the matter, the Mikmaq
delegation replied in these terms:
We are your fhends and brothers, and
will join in the war on your side. You may
depend on it, that we will not break our word.
We pledge our faith that we will do what we
promise.
The Native Americans and the colonists
met again, on July 16, to discuss the treaty
further. Council President James Bowdoin
announced that he had just received news of
the Declaration of Independence. It was read
and translated into Mikmaq. Bowdoin then said:
This is the Declaration of the United
States of America. We are wholly separated
from Great Britain and all the former friendship
and connection with her are now dissolved. The
United States now form a long and strong chain,
and it is longer and stronger by our brethren the
St. Johns and Mikmaq tribes joining with us, and
may Almighty God never suffer this chain to be
broken.
A few days later the treaty was signed,
and both nations pledged to:
henceforth be at peace with each other
and be considered as friends and brothers,
united and allied together for their mutual
defence, safety and happiness.
The Mikmaq Grand Council became the
first government in the world to make a treaty
with the new United States, and the first to
recognize its independence and its "power to
levy war, conclude peace, and contract
alliances." A silver medal was given to the
Grand Chief by the Americans as a token of
their alliance. Itdepicts thirteen hands reaching
out in friendship to a seated Mikmaq chief.

TREATY DAY CELEBRATION
The celebration on July 19th will begin at
the town landing in Watertown Square at 11:00
A.M. The representatives of the Native
American Nations will be greeted by federal,
state, and local representatives. The group will
be led by the newly formed Provincial Guard
and the assembly will proceed up Mount Auburn
Street to Marshall Street and the Edmund Fowle
House, where the treaty was originally signed.
Here, the treaty will be read to the gathering.
Upon completion of the ceremonies, both
cultures will celebrate the common goals of our
ancestors with refreshments, conversation and
Native American music.
Tours of the Edmund Fowle House will
be given to allvisitors.

THE NEWLY FORMED
PROVINCIAL GUARD
Many towns - Concord, Lexington ana
Acton, for example - celebrate Patriot’s Day
and other historical holidays with reenactments
in which companies of militia participate;
however, Watertown does not have one.
Jack Piantedosi has recently formed the
Watertown Provincial Guard. Several men
have already signed up. These men will wear
the appropriate attire and take part in historical
celebrations, including Treaty Day on July 19th.
The costumes will emphasize authenticity by
being made of cotton, wool, silk or linen and
leather, and they will carry muskets like those
of the 18th century. Piantedosi would also like
to organize a fife and drum corps to
accompany the regiment. The Provincal Guard
welcomes women, too.
If you are interested in joining this
group, you can call Jack at 926-1148.
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617-923-6067
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CHARLES T BURKE AWARD WINNERS
The Charles T. Burke Awards are held every
year recognizing the accomplishments of middle
school children. The awards are received by the
winners of an essay contest written by 6th and 7th
graders. They were held in June o f this year. The
sixth grade winner was awarded at the Hosmer
School and the seventh grade winner was awarded at
the Middle School.
Winners receive a $100 bond and a copy of
Crossroads on the Charles by Maud de Leigh
podges, one of several books on the history of
Watertown.
Donations are needed to support this program.
If you choose to donate to the support of this very
unique and educationally important award, please
make your checks payable to The Historical Society
of Watertown and send it:
C/O The Charles T. Burke Award
28 Marshall Street
Watertown, MA 02472
These essays were printed in the Watertown
Tab and are being printed here as well, for those
members who did not see them in the paper.

The sixth grade winner was Michael Ajemian
for “The History o f the Watertown Arsenal.”
The experience o f the Revolutionary War
drew the attention o f the young American republic to
the problem of defense, at the end o f the eighteenth
jentury. Throughout the country, six military districts
were established, New England being the first. On
March 27,1794, Congress passed the Naval Act; four

arsenals for storing munitions were to be established.
In 1800, President John Adams ordered that an
arsenal be built at Charlestown, Massachusetts. On
June 17th o f that year, around 65 acres o f land was
purchased and the arsenal at Charlestown was
established for the storage o f ordnance supplies, small
arms and ammunition, guns, carriages, powder and
projectiles.
The sea battles during the War o f 1812
demonstrated the need for a new arsenal President
James Madison ordered a new arsenal to be built, and
chose Captain George Talcott, the commanding
officer o f the Charlestown arsenal to find a suitable
location. Talcott examined numerous locations, and
his first choice was Watertown because o f its secure
position, inland o f Boston, and because o f the
shipping advantages provided by the Charles River.
Talcott became the founder o f the Watertown Arsenal
and Commanding Officer there 1816-1820. As
Commanding Officer o f the new arsenal Captain
Talcott was also in charge o f supervising the early
building program
The site itself had quite an interesting history.
According to a 19th century historian, Francis S.
Drake, the site had been the location o f an
encampment o f about 50 friendly Indians o f the
Stockbridge Tribe, during the investment o f Boston
by the Patriot Army, in 1775-1776. As early as 1630,
Dorchester immigrants were said to have landed
where the Watertown Arsenal now stands, and for
many years the area was known as Dorchester Fields.
Archeologists have found out that the site had more
historical significance. In 1912 an area at the east end
of the Arsenal grounds were excavated, and
archeologists estimated that the site was used by
Indians between 1700 and 1000 BC. They discovered

a specimen of tools, weapons and a number of other
artifacts which are now among the collection o f the
Peabody Museum.
The plan of the new Arsenal was modeled
after that of the Arsenal at Gibbonsville, NY, which
was built in 1813. The plan consisted o f ten brick
buildings arranged in a square around a “yard” which
served as a parade or drill ground. However the
Watertown Arsenal was made up o f thirteen brick
buildings surrounding a parade ground. The buildings
of the original quadrangle o f the Watertown Arsenal
are said to have been designed by architect Alexander
Parris. He was familiar with the needs and functions
of military architecture. Other Parris works in the area
include the famous Quincy or Faneuil Hall Market,
The Parker House, The Sears House, and St. Paul’s
Church.
The first building constructed at the Arsenal,
The North Storehouse, still stands today. Opposite the
North Storehouse was its counterpart, the South
Storehouse. Other original structures at the Arsenal
included an armourer's shop, carpenter shop, paint
shop, tool house and East and West Barracks. All
these were built between 1822 and 1830. Five other
buildings which made up the original quandrangle are
still standing today. They include a machine shop,
blacksmith shop and a laboratory, as well as the East
and West Officer’s quarters, and they still retain their
original beauty. To die west of the quadrangle was a
stone magazine built in 1817.
It appears that a disaster occurred at the
Arsenal in 1816 when five unknown soldiers died
from an explosion during the construction o f one of
the early buildings. This was found on a grave marker
in Watertown’s historic burying ground.
Originally, the purpose o f the Watertown
Arsenal had been storage, cleaning, repair, and issue
of small arms and ordnances. Manufacturing was
conducted on a limited scale until 1830, when
activities were expanded to include the manufacture
of field, siege, and seacoast guns and carriages ter
these guns. In 1830, three acres were obtained from
Jonathan Child and Isaac Jones ter $383.13 and a
quarter of an acre from John Baxter and Lewis Hall
for $15. Ten more acres were purchased on April 15,
1839, from Thomas Learned for $3500. From 1835 to
1860 manufacturing at the Watertown Arsenal
included making of carriages ter 24, 32 and 42
pounder guns, seacoast carriages for 8 and 10 inch
guns, spare parts for artillery material and paints.

In the final two decades o f the 19th century,
the Arsenal was engaged in the manufacture o f new 4*
designs ter field and siege breech-loading steel guns
and their carriages. They also worked in the p
perfecting o f welding techniques. The Watertowr^%
Arsenal was also authorized by Congress to build the
wire-wrapped woodbridge 10-inch gun in 1883. A
special building was built for the process. In 1864
there were 809 worker o f whom 101 were women.
To the romantics o f the nineteenth century, the
Watertown Arsenal was a delight, with its picturesque
view o f the Charles River, its venerable cannon
recalling exciting conflicts, and its handsomely
uniformed officers parading about the grounds,.
Some described the Arsenal as “the finest
government establishment in the vicinity, with many
delightful views about the grounds.”

The seventh grade winner was Brooke Barry
for “How Has the Watertown Press and the
Watertown Sun Changed Over the Years?.”
In the mid-nineteenth century Watertown’s
population grew and they felt the need for a town-'
wide communication development. That is what got
newspapers started. The newspapers had many things
included in their papers such as social gatherings,
meetings, participants, and town-wide government
proceedings in every week’s copies. They also had
church news, library news, and market
advertisements.
The Watertown Sun has definitely changed
quite a bit, since it is no longer around. Yet it was
around ter many decades and delighted many people.
The Watertown Sun was founded in August
of 1921, by a newspaperman named Avery Brown
from Belmont. It went through many companies
before it got to the Gerald Publishing Company,
which was owned by the Martin family o f Belmont.
At the turn o f the century Watertown had the
Tribune-Enterprise newspaper which was published
on 4 Church Street. The weekly paper had social
events, community activities, and many other things.
The new editor and publisher, Brown,
focused on the local scene and thought of his
newspaper as a community progress. He described it,
as a community paper and said he was there to build a
bigger, better, happier Watertown with lots of

Z

Now I would like to tell you about how the
Watertown Press was published on November 17th,
1955 and was six pages long. It had a report on polio
and coverage on an addition to the Public library. It
also had advertisements on the market.
The Watertown Press was founded by three
men: William P. Dole, who was a publisher o f two
weekly newspapers, Robert M. Ford, who was an
editor for the Sun, and Robert B. Kennedy who was
an advertisement representative for many weekly
papers.
The Press was one o f the first weekly papers
to have continuous coverage on town meetings and
government bodies.
In the middle o f the 1960’s, the Press
campaigned and edited a practice on nepotism and
political patronage in Watertown’s school systems.
The group had meetings with principals, directors,
and administrators. They then had Dr. Raymond
Delaney from out o f state to come and listen to
arguments and effect them all. In the year o f 1965,
the Press gave him a Community Service Award.
On July 29, 1965, the Press had its first
editorial for U.S. military involvement in Vietnam to
support Congressional and Presidential candidates
who wanted the war to end.
In the 1970’s, the Press recognized the efforts
of town officials and town residents for community
uses in Arsenal redevelopment site. In the middle
70’s, the paper recognized candidates for groups who
helped Watertown Housing Authority. The Press was
one o f the first weekly papers in Bostoa
In January o f 1980, the Press had its 25th year
anniversary and it had all advertisements removed
from the front page for the appearance o f the paper.
Dole and Ford stayed with the paper for 25
years but Kennedy retired early due to a sickness he
had.
In conclusion, for many years the people of
Watertown were used to receiving the Watertown
Sun on Wednesdays and the Watertown Press on
Thursdays. Now the papers have combined to make
on paper called the Tab and it is delivered on
Thursdays. Most people I have talked to have been
very pleased about the two papers coming together
and feel that it’s about time!

encouragement from a true community spirit. At the
time there were 21,000 people living in Watertown
and he really wanted to reach as many of them as he
could. Brown’s first issue was about World War I and
the Perkins School for the Blind.
Then more sections were added such as the
sports sections where readers were able to learn more
about how manager Wilbert Robinson o f the
Brooklyn Dodgers felt about the advisability o f using
pitch hitters. Then Brown had political trials and
finally said that his papers were an independent one
and not a political one.
Then in 1925, George B. Wellman joined the
Watertown Sim as an associate and sports editor. He
was going to stay with the paper until his death but
decided to take the job of a foil term town clerk.
During the Great Depression, Brown lost the
newspaper to the person who owned the shop where
the paper was printed, Cyrus Eaton. Then, Frank
Lightbody, who was active in the Historical Society,
became the editor in 1942.
Then the newspaper was handed down to W.
G. Van Keuren, who was the local manufacturer and
published the paper until he sold it to Sam Bass
Warner Jr. who was a journalism professor at Boston
University. He ran the newspaper with his brother
Lyle, during the late 1940’s and early 1950’s. A very
talented man named Fred Greene joined the paper
while the Warners owned it. Greene was a very good
veteran o f many Boston papers and had done many
important stories. In March of 1953, Bob Ford from
Waltham News Tribune came and took over the Sun.
Then in 1954, the Martins heard that the paper was
for sale and bought it quickly. On March 11 , 1954,
Martin became publisher o f the paper and his brother,
Peter, became managing editor of the Watertown
Sun-Herald. Ford ended up being the editor, Robert
B. Kennedy was advertising manager, and Helen J.
Lang was the assistant editor. Then Ford left the
paper a year and a half after when he helped found
the Watertown Press which I will tell you about next.
Greene remained with the paper until 1960. When
Greene retired, Bob Mead, who was trained as a
reporter, came and became editor and shortly after
he left. Then Dave Gardiner came to the paper in
1969. Then in September 1974, Steve Mcfadden
came to the paper as a reporter from Boston
University. He did very determined writing.
Then in February 1977, Michael O’Conner
■ was hired as and editor and took over for Mcfadden
who wanted to do freelance writing.

Congratulations to this year’s winners and we
want to thank all sixth and seventh graders who
participated.

3

Dr. John D. Warner o f the State Archives explained
the work that was done.
Representative Rachel Kaprielian and Town
Council member Marilyn Pettito Devaney spoke
about the town’s gratitude that this treaty has been
brought to light after so many years.
G. Jack Zollo, president o f the Historical
Society welcomed the gathering to the Fowle House.

TREATY DAY 1998
On July 19th we celebrated the 222nd
anniversary o f the signing o f the Treaty o f
Watertown. This was our third year commemorating
the signing of this treaty between the Micmack and
St. John’s Tribes, and the newly formed United States
of America. This was the first treaty signed by the
new United States of America with a foreign power, a
fact that has been confirmed by the Library o f
Congress in Washington, DC.
The celebration began with a memorial Mass
at St. Patrick’s Church, honoring Will Basque who
brought this treaty to light several years ago.
The ceremony began at 11:00 at the town
dock in Watertown Square where the Micmack
representatives were greeted by local and state
officials. They were then escorted by the newly
formed Provincial Guard, headed by Jack Piantedosi,
down Mt. Auburn Street to Marshall Street, to the
Edmund Fowle House, the headquarters o f the
Historical Society, where the treaty was originally
signed.

Assemblingfo r the march down Mt. Auburn Street

His greeting was followed by remarks from
the widow o f Will Basque, Rossi Basque, and a
statement from his mother. Remarks were also made
by Joanne Dunn, Director o f the North American
Indian Center in Jamaica Plaint, and Micmack Grand
Captain Alec Denny.
Representatives o f several Massachusetts
Tribes also attended the festivities and some o f them
entertained the guests with selections o f Native
American music.
Refreshments and conversation were enjoyed
by all for the remainder o f the afternoon.

The Provincial Guard at the Town Dock

An abbreviated version o f the Treaty was read
by Paul Brennan. The original treaty was restored this
year and was on display for all to see. It will be kept
at the Massachusetts State Archives in Dorchester.

Listening to Native American Music
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k GONE BUT NOT
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committed to the organization that owns it and gave
me my start.”

IN-ACTIVE

Paul Brennan recently stepped off the
/^H istorical Commission board and will surely be
' missed. His term expired in May, and due to the feet
that he is currently a Waltham resident, felt it
appropriate to let another Watertown resident step up
to the task and serve the community.
When
asked
to
reflect
on
his
accomplishments, he was eager and verbose.
“When I first became active in the historical
interest of Watertown, I was very young, 27 years
old, and completely unaware about preservation
issues. I was, however, inherently passionate about
Watertown’s rich history. That was in 1987. A lot has
changed with my base o f historical knowledge since
then, and I am proud to say that a great deal o f change
has taken place in the way the town looks at its
historical sel£ too.
There was no active Historical Commission
back then, much less an office for their workings. On
the third floor of the Town Hall today, you can enjoy
an open door to their office and be greeted by the
town’s preservation agent, Tom Brady, Monday
through Friday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
/#P\
There were no laws helping to regulate
- contract developers in the town when it came to
historical structures. Now, the Demolition Delay
Policy attached to the Town Charter helps remind
everyone that maybe you should think twice before
demolishing any o f our town’s important and
architecturally significant buildings.
There were no annual parades, like the Treaty
Day Parade, no Preservation Award Program, and no
Charles T. Burke Award program like the ones
connected with our system today.
Now there is another Nationally Registered
building being opened by the town to benefit the
town in the recently transferred Arsenal property. I’m
speaking about the Commanding Officer’s
Headquarters Building which the town now owns and
is currently restoring. It will eventually open on a
regular basis with a museum inside.
I am extremely proud o f my involvement with
the Historical Society and the Historical Commission
during the past 12 years. I do feel I have made a great
impression on our community’s preservational
jp*$onscience. I am excited about the work being done
v -O establish an historic district in Watertown which
includes the Edmund Fowle House and remain

THE CHARLES RIVER,
LONG AGO
The native American name for the Charles
River was Quineboquin. That name described the
river’s flow and means “circular” in the native
language o f the Algonquin Tribe which occupied the
area for more than six thousand years.
The native Americans used the river to
sustain their lives in hunting and fishing and fer
recreation and travel. Although the seal o f Watertown
shows an Englishman trading a biscuit fer a bass with
a native, there is no real evidence to support that there
was an occupying tribe on the northern side o f the
river when the English first came to settle here. There
has been an abundance o f prehistoric artifacts
uncovered within the boundaries o f Watertown but
they suggest the land’s use was fer either resting
places fer the dead or migratory hunting periods. The
artifacts include stone tools, arrowheads, and several
cremation pits.
The native population did manage a weir on
the river near the fells to catch an bounty o f fish
during spawning seasons. This was the only altering
effect that the native population had on the river.
There have been arguments given that the
Charles River was occupied by Norse settlers six
hundred years before the English. A lengthy and
detailed opinion was written by Eben Norton
Horsferd, a member o f the Historical Society of
Watertown, in 1889, expounding on this theory. It
was called The Discovery o f the Ancient City of
Norumbega. Horsferd paid for a tower to be erected
to celebrate his theory, which still stands today. To
date, no solid evidence has withstood the test of
scrutiny.
In 1614, Captain John Smith traveled up the
Quineboquin and, thinking this was the great river
leading to the continent’s interior, named it for the
King o f England, Charles I.
In 1630, Sir Richard Sahonstall and about
twelve families under his guidance, sailed four miles
up the Charles River and placed their settlement on
what is now a landing near the Mount Auburn
Hospital
j

The name Watertown was used by the Court
of the Massachusetts Bay Company when giving the
town its charter but was probably conceived by the
group o f families because o f their search for a well
watered area. There were many tributary inlets along
the Charles River within Watertown’s original
boundaries, all o f which are now covered or diverted.
The majority o f the early families were interested in
farming and their interest in the river was for fishing.
Fish was also an early tool used for fertilizing crops.
The need to process their harvests followed
very soon and then again impacted the river for use o f
its power to create a grist mill. They soon were able
to cross its banks by erecting a small foot bridge.
By the fourth year o f the English settlement,
the river was used by the new occupants for all o f the
same reasons the native population had used it for:
hunting, fishing, recreation and travel. But the new
settlers had one very great addition: the harnessing of
its power to expand their industries.

“GUISEPPE’S” KICKS OFF
OUR NEW “PLACE YOUR
AD” OFFER!
If you are from the Watertown or Newton
area, you have surely heard o f “Guiseppe’s” Sub
Shop on Watertown Street on the Watertown/Newton
line. If not by name, then by their well-known “Three
Hotdogs for SI.75” luncheon special on Thursdays.
“Guiseppe’s” was started by Joe Puzo, a
lifetime resident o f Watertown, in 1955. He built its
great reputation for delicious and low-priced food,
and the shop has been selling subs ever since.
After a fire in February o f 19^2, the sub shop
was bought by Walter and Paul Bianchi. It was rebuilt
and reopened on September 17th, 1992.
If you have been there in the last 19 years,
you have probably been served by Tina Proia, who
has worked there during both ownerships.
“Guiseppe’s” offers a variety o f subs every
day, plus their daily luncheon specials. Please visit or
call to place an order soon.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
CHRISTMAS PARTY

G U IS E P P E ’S

The Historical Society is planning their
Christmas party! It is going to be held at the Oakley
Country Club on December 8th or 15th, a Tuesday
night.
Details will be mailed to you at a later date.

309 WATERTOWN STREET,
NEWTON
617-527-9624
PARTY PLATTERS A VAILABLE

A VARIETY OF SUBS EVERY DAY
DAILY LUNCHEON SPECIALS
HOT AND COLD SUBS
HOT LUNCHEON SPECIALS

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS
G. Jack Zollo - President
Paul Brennan - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Lou Allegro - Asst Treasurer
Karl Neugebauer- Recording Secretary
Mary Ellen Murphy- Corresponding Secretary
Diana Baccari - Councilor
Gurden B u c k - Councilor
E. Joyce M unger- Councilor
Richard Najarian - Councilor
Ken Rand - Curator
Doreen Smith - Councilor
Sigrid Reddy Watson - Councilor
Barbara Zade - Councilor

SOUP IN SEASON
BARGAIN PRICES!!

VOLUNTEERS
Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town Crier

Call Joyce Kelly at 617-923-9318 to place your ad.
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THE FORMING OF THE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY OF WATERTOWN
Many of you have been members of the
Historical Society for years, and several of you are
new members. W e’re sure you have wondered how
the Society originated.
The library in the Edmund Fowle House, our
headquarters, has a wealth o f written accounts of
meeting minutes and articles documenting, in detail,
the events leading up to the development and
continuing evolution of this wonderful establishment.

■V

This is a brief background to the formation o f
this longstanding and dedicated organization.
The Historical Society o f Watertown was
formed in 1888 by Dr. Alfred Hosmer, Rev. Edward
A. Rand, and Solon F. Whitney, who was our town
librarian. Dr. Hosmer, as you may remember from
our story on Harriet Hosmer, was Harriet’s cousin.
Alfred Hosmer had a great interest in the area
he was bom and raised in. He felt it was urgent to
“call attention to the importance o f sifting the
traditions which have been handed down, of
determining, while possible, the unwritten facts so
fleeting in our history, and especially, o f decided and
combined efforts to preserve them.”
The initial meetings were held in the home of
Dr. Alfred Hosmer on Riverside Street, overlooking
the Charles River. (This was the childhood home o f
Harriet Hosmer.) These meetings were also attended
by Dr. Julian A. Mead, who was Chairman o f the
School Committee, Charles Brigham, an architect and
Chairman o f Selectmen, William H. Ingraham who
was Town Clerk, Rev. William H. Savage, the pastor
of the First Parish Church, and Dr. Bennett F.
Davenport, along with Samuel P. Abbott and Charles
S. Ensign.
Dr. Hosmer was chosen as President, Rev.
Rand as Vice President, and Solon Whitney as
Secretary and Treasurer. Dr. Mead and Dr. Davenport
were chosen as additional members o f the Standing
Committee.
The “Articles o f Organization” were written
during those first few meetings. They were based on
the “Constitution o f the Massachusetts Historical
Society”, for their goals were o f the same nature.

■

Dr. Alfred Hosmer
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Their purpose was and still is “to investigate and to
excite a general interest in the study of all historical
events, subjects, and questions, whether of a nature
civil, military, educational, ecclesiastical, or
otherwise, that connect themselves with any portion
of the large territory that was originally included
under the municipal title of Watertown; to obtain
biographical sketches of all individuals ever resident
therein who have enacted a prominent part in its local
affairs, or whose family names have become
distinguished in state or national history; and in
general not only to obtain the above historical
knowledge, but to preserve and make it known.”

of one year. Candidates approved were “expected to
attend the meetings o f the society, and each year to
present a paper, or to make some other such
contribution as will advance its objects.” Members
were required to attend at least half o f the meetings
during the year. If members were not able to attend a
meeting, they were required to send a written excuse
to the secretary explaining why they were anable to
be there. (Aren’t we all glad that the rules are less
stringent now?) Herbert Coolidge was the first
candidate approved for membership.
In January 1889, the meetings were held at
Mr. Whitney’s home on Garfield Street, for Dr.
Hosmer had taken ill. Here, Dr. Davenport presented
his paper on “Sources o f Information Concerning the
Old Town o f Watertown, Mass” and the towns
formerly included in its territory. Joshua Coolidge’s
paper was on “The Old Meeting House” which stood
at the comer o f Mt. Auburn and Common Streets. It
was voted that both o f these papers be copied and
sent for publication in the Enterprise, which was the
local newspaper at that time. (We will print some of
these essays in future copies o f The Town Crier from
time to time.)
Following the reading o f these papers, or
essays, there would be a discussion o f the subject and
a question and answer period, very much like the
public meetings we have now, four times a year.
Also during these meetings, committees
would be appointed. There was a committee to report
on the resources o f our public library, on early church
records, on the condition and early history o f the
cemeteries, on the town records, and others. The
society worked very hard to establish a solid base of
historical records.
The society members also had outings, such
as the trip to the Wayside Inn in Sudbury on
September 4th, 1889, to mark the occasion o f the 250th
anniversary o f the settlement o f their town.
Meetings were held about once a month. An
account of each meeting was printed in the local
paper. This generated a great interest in the
organization. By September o f 1889, there were 26
members, and by May o f 1890 there were 51
members.
Many documents, maps and other historical
items were donated to the Society for its collection.
Because o f a lack o f a headquarters to store these
things, these items were kept at the Public Library on ^
Main Street. Several are still there.

Town Librarian. Solon Whitney,
from a portrait by James H. Rattigan

Membership was open to both sexes. The
initiation fee was one dollar. Every candidate for
membership had to be recommended in writing to the
Standing Committee by at least two people who were
already members of the Society. Candidates denied
membership could not be presented again for a period
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“Sudbury Road”, now Main Street. Mr. Starbuck
entered the barge at Waltham and did much to
entertain and instruct the party by pointing out
historic places. Passing by the mouth o f Master’s
Brook, the drive was around Mt. Feake, through the
beautiful avenues o f Mt. Feake cemetery to South
Street and to Robert’s Mills and Norumbega Tower.”
(In 1909, William Roberts deeded the land that
Robert’s Paper Mill was on to the city for the
expansion o f Mt. Feake Cemetery.)
‘Professor Horsford...discussed the subject
of Norumbega and the Northmen, giving some o f the
evidence which led him to believe in the existence of
such a city and country, and why he associated with
these places the Norsemen o f a period four o f five
centuries before Columbus.
Taking up the walk back to the carriages,
these were taken for a delightful ride through the
village o f Weston and for a mile or so beyond. Before
we reached Nonesuch Pond, or the “Remote
Meadows”, a return was sounded and the party at
once returned to the village down to the house o f Mr.
Andrew Fiske.”
Here they were greeted by the Weston
members o f the Society. After an “elegant lunch”,
several essays were read on several historic subjects.
“After this very pleasant meeting the Society
adjourned to the piazzas to be photographed.”

A motion was made that the manuscripts or
essays presented before the Society be considered the
property of the Historical Society, and that they be
preserved for future use. This was agreed upon and
this collection resides in the Edmund Fowle House.
A field trip was made to Weston on June 17th,
1890. Their guest speaker was Professor Eben
Horsford, whom I mentioned in our last newsletter in
the column The Charles River. Long Ago. Professor
Horsford wrote a detailed paper on his theory that the
Norsemen had visited and built a city on the Charles
River four or five hundred years before Columbus
arrived here. His paper is called The Discovery o f the
Ancient City of Norumbega. He paid for a tower,
celebrating his theory, to be erected on the banks of
the river across from what is now the Marriott Hotel.
On a personal note, I must tell you how
exciting it has been for me to read the minutes of
these meetings that took place so long ago. Many of
the entries are so detailed, it is almost like reading
someone’s diary.
I would like to quote some of the passages
recorded about the excursion led by Professor
Horsford.
“At 9 o’clock of this 17th of June, a barge with
four horses stood in front of the Town Hall on Main
Street.
The drive was to Waltham along the ancient

The photograph taken at the home of Mr. Fiske.

Solon Whitney is pictured in the top right comer.
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“The drive home was as enjoyable as the morning
ride. ...the patient, genial, enthusiastic explanations
of Professor Horsford of his theories with his
abundant quotations of the old story, helped to round
out the day, so that not till after sunset did all the
party reach their homes.”
Again, on a personal note, one day while I
was walking in Mount Auburn Cemetery (which I
highly recommend) I was pleasantly surprised to
come across Professor Horsford’s grave and family
plot on Hazel Dell Path.
Another field day took place on July 15,
1890. “The Society met at the “Old Cemetery”,
comer of Arlington and Mount Auburn Streets...A
plan of the cemetery with the positions of 120 graves
numbered with a list of names of the persons whose
bodies were there interred.” Mr. Davenport showed
photographs of the gravestones with their inscriptions
and “markings of the stones better than can be seen
from the stones themselves except in most favorable
light.” Here, the Society verified the work done by
the Graveyard Committee.
In September, 1890, the Society voted on a
motion to publish the early Town Records. The
Society was successful in their quest to publish the
handwritten records of the town meetings that took
place between 1634 and 1680. They also voted to
establish a fund for a building to meet in. They were
periodically meeting at the YMCA, which charged
$2.00 per evening.
The January 20, 1891 minutes reported that
the collection of the Historical Society was growing.
They had received several gifts of documents,
including “The History and Proceedings of the
Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association”, several
ancient almanacs, two works on Pre-Columbian
discoveries, and copies of the address delivered by
Professor Horsford.
Soon after, it was voted to publish the records
of births, marriages, and deaths and a listing of early
land grants that occurred in Watertown.
Dr. Hosmer, who had been ill for two years at
this time, began attending meetings again in March of
1891. Discussions were held about making the
Historical Society of Watertown a corporation.. ‘The
purpose for which the Corporation is constituted is to
collect, preserve, and publish historical matter
relating to the towns and families occupying the
original township of Watertown, and in connection
therewith to found and maintain a society building
with a museum, art gallery and library.”

Dr. Hosmer left the meeting of May 7th early
for he was not feeling well. The petition for the
corporation was brought to his house “for his
signature, but, alas , he was never able to give i t ,
expiring one week later at the hour at which the ^
adjourned meeting was called, viz. May 14 at 7 lA
P.M. o’clock.”
The funeral was held at the First Parish
Church and was attended by about 500 people
including members of the town, Selectmen, Trustees
of the Public Library, and Officers of the Savings
Bank, as well as classmates from Harvard and people
of Cambridge and the surrounding towns.
At the annual meeting in May of 1891, a
paper was read by Mrs. Bradford on Mercy Otis
Warren. The minutes of this meeting read, “This was
a sketch full of interest (for the people of this town)
containing notes on some of the former occupants of
what is known now as the Marshall Fowle house,
now standing midway on Marshall Street, and on the
people and times when the Provincial Congress sat in
the old meeting house on the comer of Common
Street and Mount Auburn Streets. Hon James
Warren, her husband, presided over this congress.
Here, Lady Washington is said to have been received
while on her way to join General Washington at
Cambridge. This paper showed that Mrs. Warren was ^
a woman of note in the literary, social, and political
circles of her time. A copy of this paper was
requested for publication in the Enterprise.”
(This house is now referred to as the Edmund
Fowle House and, as many of you know, is the
headquarters for the Historical Society of Watertown.
For more information on the Edmund Fowle House
and the upcoming Open House, please see page 8.)
On May 26, 1891, the by-laws were voted on
and adopted. These included chapters on Members
and Dues, Meetings, Quorums and Amendments,
Officers and their duties, Publications, and other
items of importance.
A final meeting was held on July 1, 1891 in
order to dissolve the Society and to turn its property
over to the newly incorporated Society.
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NEW MEMBERS

BOOKS - BOOKS - BOOKS!

The past year has brought many new
The Historical Society has many wonderful
books available for sale to the public on the history ofmembers to the Historical Society:
the Watertown area.
Sal & Norma Ciccarelli
Jeanne Cronin
Marilyn Pettito Devaney
By Charles Burke:
Phyllis DiAndrea
Stanley Drinkwater
Puritans at Bay
$ 15.00 + $.75 tax
Jacqueline Hall
The war between the New England settlers,
Mark & Andrea Harris
and King Philip and the squaw sachems
Julia Humphreys
Marie Karahalis
By G. Fredrick Robinson:
Lucia Mastrangelo
John McCarthy
Great Little Watertown
$20.00 + $ 1.00 tax
Mary Ellen Murphy
A collectors item for enthusiasts of
Suzanne Myra
Watertown history
John Portz
Pat Sclafani
By Maud de Leigh Hodges, edited by
Sam Sclafani
Sigrid Reddy Watson
Marilynne Roach
Crossroads on the Charles
$ 15.00 + $. 75 tax
Watertown Savings Bank
A lavishly illustrated and well recorded
Emma Whitney
history of Watertown
We want to welcome all of them, and hope
they enjoy many fulfilling years with us.
Name:___________________________________
Address:

r

Telephone^

FREE COMPUTER LESSONS
AT THE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY OF WATERTOWN

Book Titles:

Cost:_____________________________
CONE, Computer Organizations o f New
England, will offer free computer lessons at the
Historical Society. These lessons are designed for
beginners, but anyone is welcome to attend.
Possible topics include: word processing, Quicken
accounting, email, the Internet, and dictation to your
computer with automatic speech recognition (letting
the computer recognize your voice and type out
your words for you).

Tax:_______________________
Total:________________________________
Send the above form to:
Historical Society of Watertown
28 Marshall St
Watertown, MA. 02172

To schedule a session, please contact Peter
Fleming in writing at:
61 Wilmot St., Watertown, MA 02472

call our 24 hour answering machine at 617-9236067.
t
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or email him at:
aris@world.std.com
or telephone him at:
617-923-9356.
Please indicate the best time o f day
(morning, afternoon or evening) as well as which
days of the week are most convenient for you. Also
include what topics you might want to cover.
You will be encouraged to bring your
questions, ideas, problems or comments.

TOWN MANAGER SPEAKS
AT SOCIETY’S HOLIDAY
PARTY
The Historical Society of Watertown held its
annual holiday celebration at the Oakley Country
Club in December to the delight of all the guests.
Sixty-five members and community officials
attended and were treated to hot hors d’oeuvres
served by Oakley staffers. The main dining hall
looked as beautiful as the clear evening view o f the
city of Boston. Special thanks goes to Jack
Piantadosi for arranging the hall for the Society.

Town Manager. Mike Driscoll, addressing the group at the
Oakley Country’ Club

After a wonderful chicken Florentine dinner,
President G. Jack Zollo addressed the gathering
with an informal State of the Society briefing. He
reiterated his three point goal that was set at the

beginning o f his term; 1: raising the membership,
2: doing more work with the school system, and
3: continuing the fundraising efforts for the benefit
o f the Edmund Fowle House. He stated that all three
goals are progressing better than he had expected.
He also mentioned that the Society had applied for a
matching grant, for the first time in 9 years, through
the
Massachusetts
Historical
Commission
Preservation Projects Fund for the amount of
$4,000.
After some clever remarks about the
relationship he and the Town Manager had
developed over the years Jack was acting Town
council President, he introduced our special guest,
Town Manager Mike Driscoll. Mike attended the
evening with his wife, and gave an inspiring
historical perspective o f the town’s growing attitude
towards preservation o f our culturally unique and
important resources. He emphasized the re
establishment o f the Historical Commission and
their work to enact a Demolition Delay Policy for
the town’s Charter and the creation o f a Historic
District Study Committee to explore sites within the
town. He also talked about the tow n’s commitment
to acquire and restore the Rodman Mansion at the
O’Neil Development site in the former Watertown
Arsenal. He also recognized the hiring o f the town’s
Preservation Agent, Tom Brady, and commented
that his work to raise the historical conscience of
Watertown is now represented full time in the
community. All in all, the Town Manager feels that
Watertown has come full circle in addressing the
historical importance o f the entire town.
Upon conclusion o f the speeches, the party
goers, which included representatives o f the Town
Council, the School Committee, the Historical
Commission, the Library Trustees, the Zoning
Board and Social Study Teachers o f the Watertown
High School, all enjoyed refreshments and
conversation.

totaled $25,000. The Historical Society was
honored to be included in that group again this year.
Winners are chosen through ballots by customers of
the bank. Last year we received $345. On February
23rd, the Society will receive a check in the amount
of $537.
Thank you to all who voted for us in this
Customer Choice Award competition!!

THANKS TO THE
WATERTOWN FIRE
FIGHTERS AND EASTERN
CLOTHING CO, INC.
The Education Committee is expanding their
Awards Program into the Senior High School. In
1999, we will see three grades of the Watertown
school system participating in the essay contest
supported and produced by the Historical Society.
Every year, The Town Crier prints the
winning essays of the 6th and 7th grades. Now, it
will also include grade 11.
Since 1994, the Charles T. Burke Award
Program has inspired students at the middle school
level to write an essay about some historical aspect
of our community in return for a chance to win a
$100. savings bond and a copy o f Crossroads on the
Charles by Maud de Leigh Hodges and edited by
Sigrid Reddy Watson (who is an Historical Society
Councilor and former Director of the Watertown
Free Public Library.) In 1998, 107 essays were
submitted between the 6th and 7th graders. Now the
tudents of the 11th grade will have the same
opportunity. The winner in the high school essay
contest will receive a prize of $250.
The Education Committee wishes to thank
the Watertown Fire Fighters Union Local #1347
I.A.F.E. and Eastern Clothing Company Inc. for
their generous contributions of $100. each.
The Historical Society is very proud of these
educational programs and fortunate for these
donations.

FOUR THOUSAND DOLLAR
GRANT AWARDED TO
SOCIETY
On January 22, 1999 President G. Jack Zollo
learned that the Historical Society of Watertown’s
Edmund Fowle House Restoration Project had been
awarded $4000. from the Massachusetts Historical
Commission. ‘T he Historical Society has never
been granted any money by the state before. This is
a very big first.” said Zollo. The restoration of the
Edmund Fowle House is one of 50 local projects in
Massachusetts to be awarded a grant for the repair
and restoration of deteriorating historic resources.
Through the Massachusetts Historical
Commission’s Massachusetts Preservation Projects
Fund, the Historical Society will receive the money
to be matched 50-50 (the other half coming from
the Historical Society) for a three purpose goal.
First, to evaluate the structural conditions of
the Edmund Fowle House; second, to investigate
universal access into the building (handicapped
accessibility), and third, to make detailed
recommendations for the future maintenance,
preservation and rehabilitation of the structure.
The Edmund Fowle house is one o f only
2,281 properties in this country singled out with the
distinction of being a National Historic Landmark.
It is a Georgian period building, built circa 1741,
and was the seat o f the Governor’s Council for this
state during the Revolutionary War.
After two years of the Fund Raising
Committee’s successful efforts to raise capitol
($14,000. since its inception), the Society’s Council
found itself in a position favorable to pursue this
grant. ‘This is a small but very important step in our

WATERTOWN SAVINGS
BANK 1999 CUSTOMERS’
CHOICE AWARD GIVEN TO
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
^
Each year, the Watertown Savings Bank
awards a number of community non-profit and civic
organizations a portion of a grant, which this year
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efforts to save this landmark for all to learn from
and enjoy." said Zollo, who is in his first year as
president of the Society. “We want to do this right.”
Those wishing to contribute to the Society’s
Annual Appeal Fund may do so by making their
donations payable to The Historical Society of
Watertown, and sending it to 28 Marshall Street,
Watertown, MA 02472.

1775-1776.” The house was moved to its present
location at 26-28 Marshall Street in 1876.
The house became the residence o f James
Warren, who succeeded General Joseph Warren
after the death of General Warren at the Battle of
Bunker Hill. Mr. Warren lived here with his wife,
Mercy Otis Warren and her brother, James Otis.
Replicas of portraits of these three patriots by John
Singleton Copley hang in the parlor of the Edmund
Fowle House.
Please, come and join us on April 18th to
view this historical house and learn more about its
occupants.

OPEN HOUSE AT THE
EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Edmund Fowle House will be open to
the public on Sunday, April 18th, 1999 from 1:00
P.M. to 4:00 P.M.
The Edmund Fowle House was built circa
1742, and played a very important role during the
Revolutionary War period.
The second Provincial Congress moved its
headquarters from Concord to Watertown on April
22nd, 1775, three days after the “shot heard round
the world” was fired and the Battle of Lexington
and Concord began. They adjourned to the Meeting
House in Watertown which was located on
Common Street where the Common Street Burial
Ground is now. The comers of the location the
Meeting House occupied have been marked by the
Historical Society with four granite posts.
A Provincial Assembly was elected, and it
rented space in nearby houses for the use of its
committees. The Edmund Fowle house was the
closest in proximity to the Meeting House.
Crossroads on the Charles tells about the Edmund
Fowle House “consisting of four rooms on the first
floor and an unfinished garret above. The Assembly
commissioned Captain Browne, Captain Dix, and
Major Fuller to lay a floor in the large upper room
and furnish it with seats for committee meetings.
The floorboards, seventeen to nineteen inches wide,
are still in use today.”
The house was then located on Mt. Auburn
Street. There is a granite slab marking the location
on the comer of Mt. Auburn and Marshall Streets
that reads, “Here the Honorable Council met while
the Assembly sat in the meeting-house near by,

The Historical Society of Watertown (as do
all non-profit organizations) depends on volunteers
to support and manage their daily business. As you
can tell by reading through this newsletter, the
Society has many wonderful programs, ongoing
throughout the year, which need dynamic and selfmotivated individuals to lead or participate. Most of
these programs are maintained by volunteers on as
little as a few hours per month.
If you are interested in becoming a
volunteer, we have a number of people eager to help
bring you on board.
Pleas call us at 617-923-6067. Please do it
today!!

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS
G. Jack Zollo - President
Paul Brennan - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Lou Allegro - Asst Treasurer
K arl N eugebauer - Recording Secretary
M ary Ellen M urphy - Corresponding Secretary
Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town C rier
D iana Baccari - Councilor
Gurden B u c k - Councilor
E. Joyce M u n g e r- Councilor
R ichard N ajarian - Councilor
Ken R and - Curator
Doreen Smith - Councilor
Sigrid Reddy W atson - Councilor
Barbara Zad e - Councilor
d

A Newsletter for The Historical Society of Watertown
June 1999

617-923-6067

CHARLES T BURKE AWARD AND
HISTORICAL SOCIETY AWARD WINNERS
Most people, even those who have lived in
Watertown their entire lives do not realize the
importance of this town, and the substantial role that
it has played throughout the years o f its existence.
Watertown, in fact, has many historical sites,
including the renowned Fowle House.
The Fowle House was o f great importance,
and played a vital role during the Revolution. This
house was the meeting place o f the Provincial
Congresses, many critical decisions were made here,
and it was also visited by many historical figures.
Edmund Fowle was the first Fowle to
establish himself in Watertown, buying the Fowle
House on October 20, 1747 from James Bond, the
first owner o f the house. Edmund Fowle owned a
leather shop which was located near the bridge of the
Charles River (Galen Street).
Fowle was married to Abigail Whitney, who
was the child of John Whitney, one of Watertown’s
earliest founders. Their oldest son was also named
Edmund Fowle. Captain John Fowle was very active
in the community. He was Adjutant Lieutenant and
Captain in Wigglesworth’s thirteenth regiment, was
Captain in Sullivan’s Rhode Island campaign,
Captain in Mellen’s third regiment, he was Selectman
of Watertown in the years 1790, 1791, 1792, and
1820. John Fowle and his wife, Mary Cooke, had six
children, all of whom were bom and raised in
Watertown. Edmund Fowle died in 1771, leaving the
house behind to his wife and several of his children.
Edmund Fowle II bought out his brother’s and
sister’s share o f the house. The house remained in the
family for generations, Marshall Spring Fowle being
the last one to reside in it.

The Charles T. Burke Awards are held every
year recognizing the accomplishments of middle
school children. The awards have been received by
the winners of an essay contest written by 6th and 7th
graders. This year we have modified the contest to
involve grade 6, and have added the Historical
Society Award which is open to the 11th grade.
The sixth grade winner receives a $100 bond
sand a copy of Crossroads on the Charles, one of the
many books written on the history of Watertown. The
eleventh grade winner receives an award of $250.
Donations are needed to support these
programs. If you choose to donate to the support of
these very unique and educationally important
awards, please make your checks payable to The
Historical Society of Watertown and send it:
C/O The Charles T. Burke Award or
C/O The Historical Society Award
28 Marshall Street
Watertown, MA 02472
The eleventh grade winner was Stephanie
Regan for “The Fowle House”.
I grew up believing the Am erican Revolution
happened everywhere else. B u t W atertown w as the
center;the hub, o f M assachusetts. ” 1*

* Paul Brennan, “Parade Marks Unsung Role in H i s t o r y West
Boston Globe 20 July 1997
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The Fowle House is one o f a few buildings
still standing in Watertown from the 18th century. The
build of the house has been changed over time, as
well as the property that it lies on.

Soon after the firing of “the shot heard round *[
the world” 3 (The Battle o f Lexington and Concord),
the Second Provincial Congress decided that they
needed to overlook England, and appoint a su itab le^
governor.
The Third Provincial Congress then stated
that there was a need for a Provincial Assembly, who
met in the meeting house on Common Street.
Although this seemed like a perfect plan, the Council
also needed a location in which to meet at. Edmund
Fowle, who was then residing in the Fowle House,
offered a chamber on the second floor o f his house to
the Council.
Edmund Fowle’s offer to the people to let
them use his house was accepted, and from records
we can see that the Council continued to meet in this
location until government was returned to Boston in
1776. Many important decisions were made, and
important people visited the house throughout this
time period. On December 11, 1775, Martha
Washington was picked up from the Fowle House.
When General George Washington’s army was
stationed in the Cambridge Common, he refused to
leave the camp except to attend the Congress
meetings in Watertown. On Martha Washington’s
trip to meet her husband in Cambridge, she stopped^,
for tea at the Fowle House. Mercy Otis Warren, ai. /
early American poet and historian, was the hostess of
the house at the time, and was the one to receive
Washington at this time. The arrival o f Mrs.
Washington in Watertown is said to have had a great
impact on the people living there. As one said,

You w ill notice that it does n o t have the
physical characteristics o f an 18th century house and
that is because fro m the tim e it w as constructed,
about 1740, it w as continuously inhabited by a
succession o f ow ners who, like m ost o f us,
“m odernized” it fro m tim e to tim e. F or exam ple,
there is a dorm er on the ro o ffront, and the “w idow 's
w alk” that appears on oldpictures has disappeared 2

The Fowle House was first located in 1775 on
Mill Street (Mt. Auburn Street), where it was
surrounded by a large piece o f land, and a large barn
out back. The house was originally square, and had
four rooms on each floor, all o f which were also
square in shape. The first floor o f the Fowle House
includes an entrance hall, two rooms containing fire
places, a kitchen, and a room which could have been
used as a dining room, but was more likely used as a
bedroom. On the second floor o f the house you find
many rooms. Two chambers are found on the north
side, one with a fire place. The two chambers on the
south side are much simpler rooms, and lastly, you
find a bathroom. The house also holds a basement
and attic, both o f which are o f great interest. The
Fowle House remained on Mill Street until it was cut
into different sections, and the home was replaced
onto Marshall Street, where it is still situated today.
The period o f time before the Revolution was
especially exciting for those living in Watertown.
Watertown, which was founded in 1630, was made
up mainly of residents who had come with the
Puritans from England, or on a ship with leaders such
as John Winthrop and Richard Saltonstall. The
Puritans came over because they had heard that there
was available land in America, and though a number
of them set up a place in which they wanted to live,
there were also a few who didn’t like that idea. Those
few people left Salem and Charlestown, which were
already settled, to come to found Watertown.
Watertown was the first inland settlement in
Massachusetts. The settlers had the idea that they
were going to trade with whoever they chose, but this
was prevented because of the English government.

H er coach a n d her liveried footm en, the story
goes, w ere an object o f considerable gaw king by the
sim ple N ew E ngland farm ers .4

Martha Washington was not the only notable
historical figure to make an appearance at the Fowle
House. General Joseph Warren also may have
stopped at this house the night before the Battle of
Bunker Hill. Although this statement has been
disputed, it is definite that Warren did make an
appearance at the house indeed at some point while in
Watertown.
After the announcement o f the Declaration of
Independence, the Watertown officials first met with
three local, primitive tribes to make up a mutual
3 Remnferftnrfts n f the Family o f Captain John Fowle of
Watertown Mass, BostomPress o f David Clapp & Son, 1891
4 Carlock, M aity, “Parade Marks Unsung Role in H istory” W est
Boston Globe July 20,1997

2 Watson, Sigrid Reddy, “Fowle House Played a Role in the
Revbhition,” The Watertown Tab & Press. 1 May 1997
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defense treaty. The purpose of this treaty was to
protect the northern border of the breakaway
colonies. “Other outlying settlements tried to strike
/^sim ilar bargains with indigenous bands, but I think
■ Watertown can say it was the first. The treaty was
signed right here at this house in Watertown. It’s not
well known or boasted about.” 5

about Watertown’s history, which is something that is
beneficial to everyone that has ever lived here. As
stated by Historical Society President, Jack Zollo, eTf
we try to hold on to it, all we can do is Band-Aid
repairs. It will continue to deteriorate. It is the last
building in Watertown o f historical significance that
represents that era.” 7

In restoring a house o f the pre-R evolutionary
era, especially a house o f tin s im portance and which
has had so m any changes m ade to it over nearly 250
years, one w ould have to have a careful evaluation
w ith the advice o f experts. The decision w ould have to
- be made on the date to w hich the house should and
could he restored... The H istorical Society o f
Watertown believes that the tim e has com e to
undertake the restoration and preservation o f the
historic Fowle House. 6

n

“Town May Purchase Historic Fowle House,” The Watertown
Tab& Press. 1 April 1999

The sixth grade winner was Lisa Salvucci for
“The Geography o f Watertown and its Influence on
the Growth o f the Community.”

The Fowle House has played an imperative
role throughout the Revolution. It was the home to
many famous historical figures, and a numerous
amount of important events have taken place at the
house. Without it, the history of Watertown would
have been altered in ways that would have affected
the lives of the residents, and the lives o f others.
Today the Fowle House has been repaired and
renovated, and though it has become more
modernized, it still has the characteristics o f an 18th
century home. The Fowle House, along with its
important history, still stands today in Watertown on
Marshall Street.
As recently as April 1,1999, the Fowle House
has once again made the newspaper. The house is
now owned by the Historical Society, who is now
searching for an architect to study the house. The
Historical Society wants to sell the Fowle House to
the town because the Society itself cannot afford to
pay for all of the renovations that are needed. The
Fowle House is the last house standing that has
significance related to the Revolutionary War, and the
Society feels it would be a shame to lose the house
completely because they could not pay to fix it. The
Historical Society has stated that they will give the
house over to the town for no money, though the
town would then be responsible for its up keeping. If
the town takes over the house, the Historical Society
will have more money to spend on educating people

Sir Richard Sahonstall was the founder of
Watertown in 1630. This was the first inland
settlement in Massachusetts. This town was first used
as Puritan settlement and was a hub for trade and
commerce. It was the center during the Revolutionary
War.
The area was chosen because o f the easy
access down the river to Boston. The Indians had
cleared a lot of the trees, so there was plenty o f
farmland. There were also plenty o f trees and fresh,
clean water from the river. The river was great for
fishing and transportation o f goods. They could catch
many bass, salmon, and haring, and ship it down the
river to lots of other places. The fishing industry was
very important to Watertown.
In The mid 1600’s, a man named Thomas
Mayhew built a mill near the falls. A stone dam was
built to hold back the flow o f the waterfall. The river
helped turn the mill wheels for power. This mill gave
the farmers a place to grind their com and wheat so it
could be turned into flour.
In the 1820’s, President Madison authorized
to put in the Arsenal along the river. George Talcott
chose Watertown because the schooners could get
there easily by going up and down the river. It was
easy to supply the forts in Bostoa The people who
had jobs at the Arsenal made weapons for the wars.
The Arsenal was very important for the United States.
More mills were built in the 1800’s. Seth
Bemis owned the very most important mill. This mill
made cotton. He also made sails that went on the
U.S.S. Constitution! The other mills made paper,
dyes, and medicines.
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Carlock, M arty, "Parade M arks Unsung Role in H istory, "
VestBoston Globe July 20,1997
Watson, Sigrid Reddy, “Restoring the Fowle House on
Marshall Street”
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During the 1800’s and early 1900’s, there
were many industries in Watertown. Some of these
were Whitney Paper Mills, Lewando’s Cleaners, and
Warren Soap Factory. They were all situated along
the river. They used the water for power, or to make
steam. Most of the factories dumped their wastewater
into the river, which polluted the water badly.
The industries in Watertown attracted many
people from Boston. They moved here for jobs and
places to live. Many were immigrants from other
lands. This changed Watertown into a very diverse
community. People soon opened their own stores like
bakeries, and ethnic markets.
The river has always been important to
Watertown. The original settlers chose the area
because of its easy access to Boston by using the
river. The river supplied them with fish and water for
drinking and farming. Later, the river supplied people
with power to run their mills and industries. The
growth o f the industries made the population grow.
The community changed when people from different
lands moved to Watertown to work in the industries.
People have recently realized that the river is
important to the town, and have been working hard to
clean it up and keep it beautiful. The river is an
important part of Watertown’s geography, and its
history.

Congratulations to this year’s winners and we
want to thank all sixth and eleventh graders who
participated.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
AWARDS
The third annual Historic Preservation
Awards were held on Thursday, May 20th, 1999.
These awards are given by the Watertown Historical
Commission to honor local residents and employees
for their efforts in historic preservatioa
The Architectural and Preservation Award
was awarded to Emesta and Mark Kraczkiewicz for
the external restoration o f their historical home on
Riverside Street. This home was the birthplace of
Tyler Bigelow, the seventh Supreme Court Justice of
Massachusetts.
The Richard Mastrangelo Memorial Award
was given to Town Manager Michael Driscoll for his

active support of the preservation o f historical ‘ \
resources, including the reactivation of the Historical
Commission a few years ago and the Demolition
Delay Ordinance that was passed in 1997.
The Citizenship Award was given to Michelle
Martin for educating the town on the benefits of
historic preservatioa Ms. Martin is chairperson o f the
Historical Commission and was a strong supporter of
the Demolition Delay Ordinance. She, along with
Paul Brennan, current Vice President o f the Historical
Society, were awarded certificates of appreciation
from the Massachusetts House and Senate for the
work they have done on the Historical Commission.
Richard Najarian was awarded the Service to
Youth Award for his development of educational
programs to enlist students from the Watertown
school system in the study of Watertown's history.
Mr. Najarian is the Social Studies Coordinator for
grades 6 through 12 and has directed the essay
programs that we wrote about at the beginning of this
newsletter. He is also a member of the Historical
Commission.
The Environmental Preservation Award was
awarded to Massachusetts District Commission
Senior Planner Daniel Driscoll for his work in the
restoration of the Charles River corridor. Mr. DriscolU^
worked diligently to reclaim the MDC property along /
the Charles River, and was instrumental in the design
and construction of the riverwalk.
The Historical Resources Preservation Award
was received by the Marine Corps League Shutt
Detachment for its efforts to restore and preserve the
former American Legion Post #99 for its continued
use as a meeting place for Watertown’s veterans.
The Community Spirit Award was given to
Bob Ford, a columnist for the Watertown Tab &
Press, for his education o f readers about the history
and cultural background o f Watertown.

TREASURE HUNTING
Some of you may have attended our Public
Meeting in March at the Town Hall. Mike White of
“White’s o f New England Metal Detectors” on Mt.
Auburn St. was our speaker, along with a few of his
fellow members o f the Massachusetts Treasure
Hunting Association. They spoke about using meta^
detectors and brought along a huge amount of tht
“treasures” they had discovered. It was an

informative and very interesting program, especially
for “history buffs”, such as our group.
This spring, he acquired permission to
explore the grounds around the Commander’s
Mansion in the Arsenal. He and 34 o f his fellow
treasure hunters searched the grounds for several
hours and found a variety o f interesting artifacts, such
as 17th century coins, Civil War buttons, musket balls,
mini-balls which were used during the Civil War, and
a beautiful cameo brooch.

On April 18th, The Historical Society held an
open house at The Edmund Fowle House. This event
was held in celebration o f a $4,000. matching grant
awarded to the Society for the evaluation o f the repair
and restoration o f deteriorating historic resources,
namely, our Edmund Fowle House.

Ribbon cutting at the Edmund Fowle House

The ceremonies began with a ribbon cutting
attended by several o f the town dignitaries.
Watertown’s own Provincial Guard was on hand to
join in the festivities, as was Julia Donahue, attending
as Abigail Adams. Julia portrays Ms. Adams with the
Freedom Trail Actors in Boston.

Mike White, displaying some o f the artifacts found at the
Watertown Arsenal.

Mr. White is scheduled to deliver our
September program, which will focus on the
discoveries made during their search o f the Arsenal
grounds, which are being turned over to the Historical
Society for exhibition in the Edmund Fowle House.
He will also bring along some o f the treasures
that have been found elsewhere.

OPEN HOUSE AT EDMUND
FOWLE HOUSE A HUGE
SUCCESS

Julia Donahue portraying Abigail Adams
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Several door prizes were donated, and won, in
recognition of this event:
Felicity - An American Girls Polk donated
by Paul Brennan, Karl Neugebauer, and the
MacDonald, Rockwell & MacDonald Funeral Home,
won by Sarah Gallant;
2 Lap Blankets, donated by Watertown
Savings Bank, won by Grace Leary and Julia
Humphreys;
Crossroads on the Charles, donated by the
Historical Society o f Watertown, won by Mark Rider;
and
2 Sets o f Revolutionary War Books, donated
by Mary Ellen Murphy, won by Clara Gibbons and
Gurdon Buck.
Tours o f the Edmund Fowle House were
given to all guests. Refreshments were enjoyed by all.
We want to thank everyone who donated and
volunteered to help make this day such a success.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
The Historical Society o f Watertown held its
Annual Members Meeting and Election o f Officers
on May 16th at the Carriage House at Gore Place. Our
guest speaker was Abigail Adams, portrayed by Julia
Donahue, one o f our new Council members.
Several new Council members have come
aboard during the last year: Gurdon Buck who is a
descendant o f Sir Richard Saltonstall, one o f the
settlers o f Watertown, Julia Donahue who has
portrayed “Abigail Adams” for Historical Society
programs, Joyce Kelly who has been editor o f this
Newsletter for the past five years, Michelle Martin
who is a Chairperson o f the Historical Commission,
Mary Ellen Murphy who has been an incredible asset
in her dual role as Program Director, and Jack
Piantidosi, who has been with us for a couple o f
years, and initiated the Provincial Guard which has
been present at many celebrations in our community
and the Boston area.
Our Recording Secretary, Karl Neugebauer,
unfortunately has given his resignation. Karl is the
President o f the Watertown Art Association and due
to other obligations, must relinquish this position. He
has agreed to continue his duties until we have found
a replacement. If one o f our members, or a member
o f the community is interested in taking over Karl’s
responsibilities, please contact our President, Jack
Zollo, at 617-923-6067.
We wish to thank Mr. Neugebauer for his
dedication and the wonderful job he performed as our
Recording Secretary.

The Edmund Fowle House, 28 Marshall Street, c. 1742

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS
G. Jack Zollo - President
Paul Brennan - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Lou Allegro - Asst Treasurer
Karl Neugebauer - Recording Secretary
Mary Ellen Murphy - Corresponding Secretary
Gurden B u c k - Councilor
Julia Donahue - Councilor
Joyce Kelly - Editor/Town Crier
Michelle Martin - Councilor
E. Joyce M u n ge r- Councilor
Richard Najanan - Councilor
Jack Piantidosi - Councilor
Ken Rand - Curator
Sigrid Reddy Watson - Councilor

TREATY DAY
CELEBRATION
Treaty Day will be celebrated in September
this year. Information about the event will be mailed
to you in the near future.
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY ESSAY FROM 1894
In our February 1999 edition of The Town
Crier, we wrote about the forming of the Historical
Society of Watertown back in 1888.
Candidates for membership into the Society
were required to “present a paper, or to make some
other such contribution as will advance its objects.”
The presented essays were printed in the local
newspaper and have been saved by the Historical
Society in a scrapbook.
We stated in that newsletter that we would
#^print one of the essays from time to time. Following
is an essay given by William H. Ingraham, Esq, read
at the March 13,1894 meeting.
It’s interesting to note that many of the brick
buildings Mr. Ingraham is recalling are still standing
today. As you drive or walk down the streets he
mentions, look up at the buildings. The names are
carved on the top.
In reply to your kind invitation to give you
some reminiscences of almost a half century of life in
Watertown, I am forced to say I hardly know where
to begin, what to include, or where to end. In fact, if a
person is actively engaged in what is going on in a
town, all writing seems to be largely personal history,
for you can hardly call these things to mind without
bringing personal matters along with them, so please
take them as they are, keeping in mind what you may
like and rejecting the rest.
My first recollections of Watertown date back
some years before I made it my home. Almost sixty
years ago, when I was a boy in a country store in
Framingham with my brother, early one pleasant
summer morning, I took his two-horse team to drive
to Boston to bring out a load of merchandise. I came
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along down through Waltham. No railroad tracks
crossed the lines of our streets, for at that time
railroads were unknown in Massachusetts. About the
first thing that I recollect noticing as I jogged along,
after passing the old Governor Gore place, was a
blacksmith shop standing near where the West
school-house now is, and a man by the name of Pond
was the owner, as his sign over the door testified,
quite an important institution for teamsters and
travelers in those days as well as today. The next
thing I noted was the hotel at the upper end of the
street, near where Mr. Noyes’ house now stands. It
was not so much the hotel that I noted, for I was
neither dry nor hungry, but a large water tank stood in
the yard and my horses were very ready to drink, if I
was not, and I stopped to give them the chance. When
I started down the street from that hotel, my eyes took
in a picture I shall never forget. The sun was well up,
but it was early morning, and as I looked down the
avenue the grand old elms that were then in their
prime almost arched the street. With the sunlight
struggling through the thick foliage, the clear
morning air, and the houses that lined each side of the
street, - not such houses as you will now find on
many of our streets, but good old-fashioned
dwellings, such as the times called for and with which
everyone was well satisfied, - with their owners or
occupants just starting out on their daily business,
made to me one of the finest views I had ever seen,
and which I shall never forget. I have driven down
the street many a time since, but that morning’s ride
and prospect has never been equaled.
I saw but little of Watertown for the next ten
years, only an occasional ride through as business
called me, until the summer of 1846. I had some

conversation with Col. Winthrop Faulkner, who was
one of the active men in Framingham. With him I had
very pleasant conversations, who was also one o f the
original owners of Fitchburg railroad stock and a
director in the company for a great many years. I said
to him that I proposed to come to Watertown to live,
and asked him what he thought of the place. He burst
out at once with, “It is the finest town in Middlesex
County,” and he said he spoke from personal
knowledge. I believed him then, and I have kept the
faith to this day.
I came that fall as I anticipated, to work for a
firm then called Locke, Strickland & Co., the
company being Andrew Cole, who was in fact the
main owner in the business. They occupied as a store
the building now occupied by Mr. Bent as a furniture
warehouse. It was located over the canal on the site of
the present brick block, comer of Galen and Pleasant
streets, owned by the dye house company. Just
beyond it was a large frame dwelling-house, which
received the name of the “Tremont House,” a shabby
old house at that time, long since removed to the
island near the paper mill; but it had been the home of
two men who held first rank with the lawyers of
Massachusetts - I mean Benjamin R. and George T.
Curtis - one who you will all recollect held the high
position of a Judge of the Supreme Court of the
United States, who honored himself and his native
state, the old Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by
resigning his position upon the bench when the
notorious decision known as the Dred Scott decision
went forth from that court, “that a black man had no
rights that a white man was bound to respect,” a
decision that required the guns of a Grant to wipe
away, and the earnestness of a Sumner to incorporate
into the constitution of our land; that forever
hereafter, a man shall be a man before the law,
without regard to color or condition.
At that time as I said, when I first came to
reside here, the Spring Hotel was the largest brick
building on the street. The store now standing on the
comer of Main and Galen Streets, then called Bridge
Street, was there then, but after a slight blaze, was
remodeled and made a much finer appearing
building. Going towards the bridge on the east side of
the street were two frame dwellings, one owned and
occupied by the heirs of Mr. Barrett; the other, I do
not recollect the owner’s name. Standing on the
island in the middle of the river was a frame building
used as a fish house, and every spring after the fishing

business commenced, it was as lively a spot as you
could find in Watertown. I do not say that it was the
most desirable business that could be for the men
engaged in it, for as a class they were not apt to be
dry either outside or within; but they dragged their
seines, either by hand or horse power, and the
thousands of fish that were brought to the land bore
witness to the enormous quantity that swam in the
Charles River. For more than one hundred and fifty
years this river furnished a large item of food for all
the people who lived on its banks, until bridges
crossing and filth pouring into the stream, drove the
finny tribe from its waters, as I fear, never to return
again.

The Spring Hotel, built in 1824, was located on Main Street in
Watertown Square across from the train depot
Photo courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Libraiy

The town hall was built the first year I came
to Watertown. I went to its dedication. I shall never
forget the warm words of John Weiss when he
dedicated it to temperance and freedom, and the
rights of man. His words were received with approval
by some, and with great wrath by others. It took a
man of a great deal of nerve and independence to say
such things at the time they mobbed Garrison and
hunted Phillips and Parker for such utterances in
Boston, and here let me say, that around that hall,
which is now so much decried by many, cluster some
of the firmest recollections o f my life. The cause in
which it was dedicated, and the seed which was then
sown by Mr. Weiss, has been cultured and sustained
by many an earnest heart and eloquent tongue. On its
platform have stood Phillips, Garrison, Parker,
George William Curtis, Beecher, Chapin, Holmes,
Dana, and James Russell Lowell, with a host of lesser
lights, yet equally true to the cause o f humanity. Oi
the platform o f that hall, Wendall Phillips, when
driven out o f Boston, found a chance to pour forth his

man shall drop more eloquent words for humanity
and freedom.
But time moves on,, and with it came the
Branch railroad and the changes which ever follow in
the wake of the steam engine. The old grist mill still
stands, grinding out its daily grists, but each side of it,
what changes! Large brick buildings cover the sites of
where formerly stood poor, small frame buildings.
Next to the Spring Hotel was a small frame store
occupied by Benjamin Dana, for many years the
village postmaster. The old store was moved up to the
street leading from Main Street, by the side of the
Fitchburg railroad, and is now used as a dwelling.
Now the fine Dana block stands there, and where the
McMaster block stands, the old gentleman McMaster
occupied a small old frame shop and diligently plied
his shears and needle therein, bringing up to the same
trade his son, who in after years succeeded his father,
and pulled down the old shop and erected the fine
brick stores that stand there today. You will all
recollect the frame building at the comer o f Main and
Spring Streets, where the best block on the street now
stands, erected by the Otis Brothers, an ornament to
the street and a credit to the owners; also the fine
store and market building as you turn into Mt.
Auburn Street, where the Grand Army hall opens its
doors to the old veterans when they fight their battles
over again, but without spilling blood or breaking
bones. On the opposite side stands the old Nolan
building, once occupied by S. Noyes as a drug store
and grocery, long before he built the brick block now
occupied by the Hall Brothers and others. The bank
was formerly a butcher's market, as was the more
imposing savings bank a frame shoe store. In fact,
there is hardly a building on the street, when I look
them over, but what has been erected or new modeled
since I came to town.
When I first came, for many years, Belmont
was a portion o f Watertown; but after a long and
desperate struggle the division was consummated,
and as I look back I think, to the detriment o f both
sections. The division took away a large section of
agricultural land and a substantial body o f citizens.
No town can lose such territory or such citizens and
not feel the loss. But the old town braced herself for
another struggle, and putting the best face on things,
pushed along much faster than did the new town of
Belmont. Latterly, Waverley has taken a great start,
and bids fair to outstrip the centre o f Belmont. I
cannot refrain from speaking o f these things, for they

burning words a short time before the Rebellion
began. It was announced that the town hall in
Watertown was open to him. On the day he was to
speak from that platform I was in Boston, and saw
small placards or handbills, if you call them by that
name, posted in Dock Square: “Wendell Phillips will
lecture in Watertown this evening.” Every man at that
day knew what such a notice meant. I was town clerk
at the time, and under the direction of the selectmen,
swore in some thirty special police to protect the
meeting and to keep the peace. Moleneaux, with a
band of Turners, warm friends of Phillips, came from
Cambridge as a body guard, ready to do duty if called
upon. I went to that meeting, which passed off as
quietly as a May morning. Again I learned that
“eternal vigilance is the price of liberty,” and we may
say, safety also.

James Russell Lowellfrom a daguerreotype taken in 1844.
Photo courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Libraiy

I feel at times that no matter how fine a
building the future necessity o f the town may demand
and its wealth may construct, never upon its platform
shall stand firmer speakers, or from the lips of any
3

were so intimately connected with my early life in
Watertown, and you must remember that I am writing
personal reminiscences. In those days, no gas, no
street lights, no concrete walks, no water supply, no
sewers, no macadamized roads were anywhere in
town.
When I first served as town clerk, when
Belmont was a portion of Watertown, the whole grant
for town expenses, including schools and highways,
was between $7,000 and $8,000 for the year. I well
recollect when the grants reached $10,000 the citizens
thought it was an enormous sum. But how little you
had, and with what small things you were satisfied.
Do we want to go back to the old times? We cannot if
we would, and I would not if I could. Everything that
a town can have consistent with fair economy, and a
good expenditure of your grant, taking care to not
overstep the bounds of prudence, so that the
community shall not feel oppressed by the burden of
taxation, I say, all that comes within that limit should
be freely granted and cheerfully paid; but I have no
more right to vote one dollar of a man's money for
which I do not give him full value, than I have to put
my hand in his pocket and take the dollar without so
much as saying, “By your leave/' This is one of the
reminiscences which you will please excuse.

recollect as but yesterday, that Mr. Thaxter in
opposing it, said that he feared the children of the
poorer portion o f the inhabitants would suffer in
consequence of such a school being established. H<
said he was a friend to them and he did not want the
town to take such action as would cripple any of their
privileges. My only reply to that was, that I did not
want for my children a friendship that kept them from
the privilege o f a free high school in the town where
they were living. The result was that we established
the school, and Nathaniel Whiting hired Mr. Webster
for the first teacher, and no man with more energy or
perseverance ever took hold o f a school of that
description.
So of the building o f the Free Public Library.
The first step towards that was a subscription by
individuals to raise money for books. The citizens
raised about $4,000 in 1867 or ’68, and offered it to
the town as a foundation for the library. The next
year, I think, the town took action upon it, chose a
committee of ten as trustees - only two of them are
left, Dr. Huckins and our fellow laborer, Joshua
Coolidge, the rest have passed over the flood - and
voted to take the store in the town house, at that time
occupied by Joel Barnard, and the room was fitted up
for that purpose. The committee, with Rev. Johr
Weiss at their head, made the first selection of books,
and I think very few public libraries were more
fortunate in their officers having charge of the
selection.
The library kept on until it outgrew its
quarters, and its friends began to move for larger and
better rooms. The magnificent gift o f Mr. Hunnewell
(a Watertown-bom citizen, who remembered kindly
his birthplace) of $10,000 gave great impetus to the
work, and other generous gifts from townsmen, soon
provided the necessary sum, and the library with all
its attendant privileges, stands today an ornament to
our town and a lasting memorial to all those who by
labor or money contributed to its erection.
But these are things o f today, and within the
recollection of most o f you, and I need not repeat
what you all know so well, yet my reminiscences
would not be complete without them.
The foundry took the place o f the fishery, and
a most excellent exchange for the town, for since its
establishment it has kept steadily on increasing year
by year, always paying good wages and keeping ar
active and industrious body of men, who add
prosperity and strength to our town.

Levi Lincoln Thaxter, from a photo taken by his son, Roland

A few years passed on and the town began to
agitate the establishment of a high school. It was a
subject that provoked considerable discussion, and I
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The growth of churches has kept pace with
our school houses. When I came to town the
Unitarian church was as it is now. The Methodist
society worshipped in a small building standing near
where the Catholic church now stands. They sold
their building and land and bought the lot and
proceeded to erect their church building on Main
Street, where it now stands. The Baptist society
erected their church also, but I cannot give the exact
date. Then followed the Phillips church, which was
burned, and their present structure was built on the
site of the one burned. There was a Universalist
society and a church called Union church. Newton
and Watertown joining in erecting and maintaining it;
but part of its members joined a society in Newton
and part in Waltham, and finally the church building
was sold to the town for a school house, and is still in
use for that purpose. The Roman Catholic society
bought the land where the original Methodist church
stood, and proceeded to build their present brick
church theron. They also moved a frame building
from Newton, I think, and have used it as a chapel.
Their Parochial school building with nearly 500
scholars, attests their rapid growth. The Episcopal
society, after holding their services for some time in
private dwellings, erected a very cosey little church
on the comer of Mt. Auburn Street and Russell
Avenue, which adds very much to the good
appearance of that neighborhood. A Union chapel
was built some years since at Mt. Auburn, and
services have been regularly held there for years. At
the present time the Catholics are erecting a very
substantial and costly building for church purposes,
near the Union chapel, but fronting on Mt. Auburn
Street. The Universalist society, again organized,
hold their services in the Grand Army hall, and I
cannot see how any person can call for anything in
the line of religious services that he cannot find in the
good old town of Watertown. When the Methodist
society erect their new church on the fine site
purchased by them on Mt. Auburn Street, any person
driving through our town will be obliged to admit,
that if we are not a religious people, it will not be for
lack of churches.
Between thirty and forty years since the gas
company commenced operations, at first small and
weak, today how strong, with its gas and electric
jpn plant shedding light into many a dark comer. Over
' the south side of the river, over the one hundred acres
that we have had to contend so hard to retain, what a

change! The houses that were there you could almost
count on your fingers, and what were there were
mostly small. Now look the ground over and see what
you may find today. Old Dr. Morse, who lived in the
Page house and owned the larger part of the west side
of Galen Street, has passed over to the other side. He
was a strange old character. In former days, engaged
in foreign shipping, he was owner of a vessel named
“Galen.” She was taken by the French in the war, and
the old man did not live to see his claim paid; but his
heirs, I understand, since his decease have realized on
the claim. He got the name of the street changed from
Bridge Street to Galen Street. After his death a man
by the name of Boyd took hold of these acres, lotted
them off, laid out streets, and commenced a general
advance in the way of building houses along the
whole line. There never was seen so many and so
good houses erected in Watertown in so short a time.
The lot of land lying between two railroads and in so
close proximity to two thriving villages, Newton on
the south and Watertown on the north, offered to the
speculator and also the man who wanted a home for
himself unusual inducements, which were rapidly
taken up. But like too many such speculations, it went
up like a rocket and came down like a black stick.
Boyd himself came to grief, and many others who put
money in went out after wool and came home shorn.
Savings banks and insurance companies fared alike.
They loaned money to speculators, and after
foreclosing, sold out at a loss. For a long time
dullness hung like a cloud over the territory, and
some uneasy persons added to the depression by
commencing a struggle to be set off to Newton. They
magnified every known disadvantage and trumped up
a great number that had no existence except in their
fertile imaginations. The result was that after many
efforts (the good common sense of the Massachusetts
legislature telling them they had no case), they ceased
the struggle and the increase of prosperity and growth
of business is seen on every hand on the territory. If
any observing individual will cast his eyes over the
land he will see how necessary it was to Watertown
to defend her rights and retain so large and valuable a
share of her already limited area, and I trust it will be
a long time before any of her citizens consent to
further dismemberment. From being one of the
largest town, we have been reduced to about 2,000
acres., hardly a respectable farm for a western
agriculturist, almost justifying the remark of the late
Esquire Bigelow, that if this cutting off should be
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yards may be some objection to building on the south
part of that farm, and whether the yards will be
removed at an early day is yet a question.
The last, but not the least o f the real estate
movements was when the Watertown Land Co.
bought the Nathaniel Whiting estate and developed
Whiting Park. I need not particularize, they are all of
yesterday. The top of the hill that overlooks our
village, covered with fine oaks, I hope may be bought
by the town and retained in its beauty as a place for
our children to play in when the heat o f summer is
upon us, and a shelter from the winds which sweep
over the landscape in winter.

continued, they would leave us only bridges and
graveyards.
The growth of the town has not been confined
to any one section, but has spread in every direction.
The only portion of the town that has not felt the
impetus, if any, has been the part on Main Street
lying west of the railroad bridge, near the estate o f the
late Charles Bemis, Esq., and there is no portion of
the town that has finer territory or offers more
desirable building sites. That territory has perhaps
lacked travelling facilities, but the line of electric cars
now running from Watertown to Waltham along the
whole line of this territory, will, in no distant future,
overcome all objections on that score, and we shall, I
trust, see the finest buildings occupying those most
desirable locations.
The next building movement to follow the
Morse field was the opening of land of Esquire
Bigelow by Dr. Converse F. Home. Fine streets were
opened and a good class of substantial houses were
erected, and where was a large pasture and play
ground for boys, is now a good New England village,
with good buildings and nicely kept grounds, dotted
with fruit trees and shrubs to make homes pleasant
and attractive.
There was an effort made by the town, in fact,
a fine tract of ground embracing what is now known
as Norwood park, was purchased for a cemetery lot,
and a more desirable or a more needed purchase was
never made by any town; but unfortunately, petty
jealousies and bickerings sprung up. and after two or
three quarrelsome town meetings were held, the town
voted to sell the lot and allowed a bargain to pass out
of their hands that I can see no chance in the future to
regain. The lot fell into the hands of an unprincipled
speculator who started quite a number of houses, but
in the end left town, leaving behind him rather a bad
record as a business man. The grounds have, since his
day, passed into the hands of several gentlemen, and
are now becoming one of the pleasantest places for a
quiet home, with railroad facilities, and being near
Boston, its future success is assured.
We have all seen with what energy and
success the Otis Brothers took hold of, and developed
the land owned by Dana, formerly the Russell lot.
You can hardly realize that so fine a village has
grown so rapidly. Before this was carried out, Mr.
Delano March and Mr. Blodgett bought the Thomas
Learned farm, and on that estate are as pleasant
residences as men could ask for. The railroad cattle

Tom Gavin and Charles Brigham in front o f Mr. Brigham
house on Garfield Street

I certainly must not omit Garfield Street, with
its fine residences and magnificent outlook,
developed by our worthy townsman, Mr. Charles
Brigham, which, if it has been a little longer in
growing, has certainly done well for the delay, as has
the Russell estate adjoining on the west, and rivaling
it in beauty of location and residences; but the
younger men and the later residents may more
fittingly describe the later movements. On the
checkerboard of time, leaving to us, the older men,
the recollections o f the old families - White, Thaxter,
Bigelow, Bemis, Whitney and Stickney - who once
were the prime movers in all town affairs, but of
whom not one is left to bear the name. One branch of
the Russell family, with the Coolidges and Stones,
still retain their broad acres, and long may they
remain, honored and respected in the future as they
have been in the past, is the sincere wish of their
friend and your humble servant.
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Town Council President Clyde Younger, Senator
Steve Tolman, Congressman Mike Capuano, Dr.
John Warner, Eskasoni MicMac Rosie Basque, wife
of the late Will Basque who brought this treaty to the
attention o f the Plistorical Society, Joanne Dunn,
Director of the Native American Indian Center of
Boston, and Frank Nevin, Captain o f the MicMac
Grand Council.
After the speeches, the MicMac guests
performed their Sacred Circle Dance with music and
song provided by Steve and Rita Pierro and the
Antler River Singers.
The Provincial Guard had a "recruitment" tent
in a comer o f the ball field to sign up new volunteers
for the Guard with an exhibition o f colonial costumes
and encampment equipment.

4th a n n u a l t r e a t y d a y
CELEBRATED WITH THE
FAIRE ON THE SQUARE
Treaty Day was celebrated this year in
conjunction with the first annual Faire on the Square
on an unseasonably warm October 2nd afternoon.
The parade took a different route this year.
Participants in the parade began the day at 10:00 in
the morning with a light breakfast at the Edmund
Fowle Flouse at 28 Marshall Street, the headquarters
of the Historical Society of Watertown. The parade
was lead by Watertown's own Provincial Guard,
commanded by Historical Society Council member
Jack Piantedosi.

Jack Piantedosi (on the left) and The Provincial Guard in
Saltonstall Park

Following their lead were members of the
MicMac nation led by the Captain of The Grand
Council, Frank Nevin, Congressman Mike Capuano,
Senator Steve Tolman, chief archivist of the Mass.
State Archives John Warner, Town Council members
Alex Liazos, Fred Pugliese, and Marilyn Devaney,
Historic Commission President Fred Griffin,
Historical Society President Jack Zollo, Vice
President and Co-Chairman of the Treaty Day
Committee Paul Brennan and several members of the
communty.
The parade marched down Marshall Street to
Mt. Auburn Street to Main Street and ended in
Saltonstall Park where the group was met with cheers
and applause from the crowd. Father Thomas Kelly
of St. Patrick's Church gave the valediction which
was followed by Paul Brennan's introduction of the
guest speakers. Comments were made by Jack Zollo,

Elder John Simon, Captain Frank Nevin and Elder Chief
Onkevetasse performing in the Circle Dance

The Flistorical Society had a wonderful
display in the main entrance o f the Town Hall
including the original Treaty which was restored last
year and resides in the Massachusetts State Archives.
Dr. Warner also brought a number o f original maps
from the 1700s and 1800s and plates that were used
by Paul Revere to print currency during the
Revolutionary War.
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Reveremd Mark Harris, and historian of the
First Parish Church Dean McLaughlin added to our
exhibit by contributing a model of the Arbella, the
ship that brought the first settlers to Watertown in
1630, a portrait of Sir Richard Saltonstall, the founder
of Watertown, and a portrait of Seth Storer, the
longest serving pastor of the First Parish Church.
These artifacts are part of the Church collection.
The Historical Society exhibited a miniature
replica of the Old Meeting House and a cradle made
from an original Tea Party chest which are part of its
collection.
Julia Donahue, who is a member of the
Provincial Guard and a Historical Society Council
member, portrayed Mother Goose and read stories on
the front stairs of the Town Hall to the many children
who attended the Faire on the Square. Julia is an
actress with the Freedom Trail Actors in Boston.

We want to thank all o f the people and
volunteers who made the Faire on the Square and
Treaty Day such a huge success.
We also wish to thank Mary Ellen Murph}
Chairperson o f the Treaty Day Committee as well as
a member o f the Faire on the Square Committee, for
all of her hard work, and Betty Pendelton, a native of
the MicMac nation and a resident of Watertown, who
joined our Treaty Day Committee this year.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S
UPCOMING HOLIDAY
PARTY TO BE HELD IN THE
COMMANDER’S MANSION
We hope you all got a chance to tour the
Rodman Mansion on the Arsenal property this fall.
The newly renovated Commander's Mansion, located
in the former Watertown Arsenal, was open to the
public during the month of October. The twentyseven room mansion was the annual showcase of
interior decoration for the Junior League o f Bostoi
displaying the work o f top designers.
You will soon get another chance to get a
glimpse of the inside o f this historic building when
the Historical Society of Watertown holds its annual
Holiday Party in the mansion on Friday, December
10"’.

Invitations will be sent through the mail to all
members of the Society during November.
Mother Goose surrounded by matt}' young fans
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL MEMBERS

The Square was jam-packed with tables and
tents manned by local businesses and non-profit
organizations presenting information and offering
activities to the public.
Musical entertainment went on all day on a
stage in Saltonstall Park as well as behind the library.
Kids events included pony rides and face painting. A
farmers market and food vendors were set up behind
the Fleet Bank. There was an open house at the Fire
Station and the Police Station.
After the festivities, the Treaty Day
participants were invited by the Historical Society to
a late lunch at Demos Restaurant, followed by coffee
and pie at the Edmund Fowle House.
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