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123 Main Street
Watertown, MA
Library Closures
Memorial Day - 5/31
Juneteenth - 6/19

Ask a Librarian
617-972-6431
watertownlib.org/ask

Library Programs, Online and Outside
This summer, the Library is taking advantage of our sunny front lawn to
host outdoor summer reading programs for children (pg. 6) and a trivia
night for adults (pg. 4). Also coming soon, explore the nearby natural world
with Mass Audubon (pg. 2) and get your bike in gear with Hatch! (pg. 5)

Need Internet Access?
You can borrow a laptop
or WI-FI hot spot for two
weeks at a time. Visit the
Circulation Desk for more.

Homebound Delivery
Is available in throughout
Watertown. Ask a librarian
to learn more.

Project Literacy students are
learning English online. Read
about how they adapted, pg. 8

Learn to make healthy,
probiotic ginger ale! Check
out adult take and makes, pg. 3
FOLLOW WFPL:
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FOR ADULTS

Mental Health
First Aid Training
ADULTS HELPING ADULTS
SAT. 5/8 | 9 AM – 5 PM | VIA ZOOM

ADULTS HELPING YOUTH
SAT. 5/22 | 9 AM – 5 PM| VIA ZOOM

Broadmoor
Wildlife
Sanctuary

Protect your loved ones and your
community with free, mental health
first-aid training with WFPL and
Wayside Youth and Family Support
Network. These workshops will give
you the skills you need to provide
initial support to someone developing
a mental health or substance use
problem or experiencing a crisis.

Financial Literacy
and Budgeting for
Basic Needs
THURS, 5/20 | 6:30 PM| VIA ZOOM

Spring into Summer with
Massachusetts Audubon and WFPL!
The sun is shining, the birds are singing, and we are excited to get out in
nature! Join Massachusetts Audubon for a guided tour of Massachusetts
habitats and ecosystems that may be found in your own backyard.
Meadows, amphibians, insects, and much more await. All ages welcome!

SPECTACULAR SPRING POOLS:
A SPECIALIZED ECOSYSTEM

SUMMER CELEBRATIONS:
THE LIFE OF A MEADOW

THURS, 5/13 | 7 PM | VIA ZOOM

THURS, 6/17 | 7 PM | VIA ZOOM

Discover the life stories and unique
adaptations of invertebrates and
amphibians who inhabit seasonal
ponds, also called vernal pools. We’ll
discuss fairy shrimp, salamanders,
wood frogs and many more…come
take a closer look!

Explore meadow life and take a look
at summer’s flying wonders.

THE WEB OF LIFE IN THAT
LOVELY SUMMER POND
THURS, 7/15 | 7 PM | VIA ZOOM

Join us to gain a basic understanding
of financial literacy and budgeting,
with recommendations designed for
people who have been impacted by
COVID-19 and low-income families.
Hosted by Watertown Savings
Bank Senior Vice-President Richard
Tatarczuk and Chief Financial Officer
Kate Peterson.

Eat Well Watertown:
Rhubarb Month
THURS, 5/13 | 6:30 PM | VIA ZOOM
May is Rhubarb Month! Explore
sweet, tart, and savory recipes with
Community Chef Haynes Altobello
and host Ilana Hardesty. Sponsored
by Live Well Watertown with WFPL.

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ALL ADULT PROGRAMS.
To sign up, visit watertownlib.org/calendar or call the library Reference Desk: 617-972-6436

2 WATERTOWNLIB.ORG

IN THE ELIBRARY

Stream
Films for
Free With
Kanopy
Author Talk:
Track Serial Killers
with Local Mystery
Author Joanna
Schaffhausen
THURS, 5/20 | 7 PM | VIA ZOOM
Serial killers become infamous, but
what about the survivors, family
members, and law enforcement
personnel whose lives are
transformed by their brush with
evil? How has our knowledge of
serial killers changed over the years?
Join us for a discussion with local
author Joanna Schaffhausen.

Far From the Madding
Crowd Read Along
TUES. 5/4 – 6/15 | 2 PM | VIA ZOOM
Our group will meet weekly to
read and watch along with Thomas
Hardy’s Far From the Madding Crowd,
which is available on Overdrive and
Libby as an eBook. After a first week
of context and introduction, we will
read the book together, and close
out by watching and discussing the
movie version. Read along with us!

Kanopy is a streaming film
service provided by WFPL.
Use your library card to
access thousands of films,
documentaries, and shorts
from producers around the
world. Highlights include The
Criterion Collection, The Great
Courses, and PBS, as well as
Kanopy Kids with age-based
ratings to help you find the
right movie for your child.
Ask a librarian or visit:
watertownlib.org/kanopy

Take & Make Crafts
Sign up for a free kit, available for
pickup at the Library. Then, join us
for a demonstration on Zoom!

DIY GINGER ALE & EXTRACTS
TUESDAY, 5/11 | 6 PM | VIA ZOOM
Ehris and Velya from Grounded
Goodwife will show us how to make
healthy, pro-biotic ginger ale.

RAINBOW WREATH
TUESDAY, 6/8 | 6 PM | VIA ZOOM
Craft a rainbow! You’ll need scissors
and a drop cloth (newspaper also
works.) We’ll provide the rest.
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Trivia Night:
Blockbusters
Live and Outside
THURSDAY, 6/10 | 7 PM
OUTSIDE ON THE LIBRARY PATIO
Join us on the library patio (masks
required) for an evening of sociallydistanced, competitive fun! We’ll
thoroughly test your knowledge
of summer movie blockbusters
including story, cast, and filming
drama. Play solo or as a team, rain
location via Zoom.

Knit/Fiber Graffiti Project 2021:
Watertown Woodland Wonderland
INFO SESSIONS: WEDNESDAYS 6/16 AND 7/21 | 7 PM | VIA ZOOM
Join us for WFPL’s second annual knit graffiti project! This summer, we’ll
collect your donations of knit, crocheted, sewn, and other fiber items to
decorate the front of the Library. Our 2021 theme is Watertown Woodland
Wonderland. Sew a leaf, crochet a fairy, carve a toadstool, make a pumpkin,
knit with fall harvest colors, or whatever your crafter hands can think up.

Mad About the
Movies: Chinatown
WEDS. 5/12 | 7 PM | VIA ZOOM
Stream Chinatown on Kanopy or
Hoopla, then join us for a discussion
led by Kevin Carson, a Watertown
resident and film buff with an MFA
in Filmmaking and Film Studies.

Community Yoga
EVERY WED| 9:15 AM | VIA ZOOM

COLLECTIONS

The Library
of Things

The Library of Things is WFPL’s
collection of non-traditional
materials. You can borrow a
stand mixer, a metal detector,
even a circular saw! Start
projects you’ve been meaning
to tackle, or test out equipment
before you invest in your own.
Browse the collection at:
watertownlib.org/things

Wednesday
Book Group
5/5 AND 6/2 | 7 PM | VIA ZOOM
In May, we’ll be talking about Mary
Shelley’s Frankenstein. June is our
book selection meeting, which we
hope to hold in person (socially
distanced). June meeting info will be
posted to the Library’s website.

Mystery
Lovers Group
5/11 AND 6/8 | 7 PM | VIA ZOOM
Join us to discuss recent books,
favorite authors, and anything
related to the mystery genre!
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20 Summer Street
Watertown, MA

Hatch Makerspace is free to use and
open to everyone. To visit, call or make
an appointment online.
Registration is required for Hatch
virtual workhops. Call Hatch or visit
watertownlib.org/calendar to sign up.

Intro to 3D Design
WED, 5/12 | 7 PM | VIA ZOOM
Learn the basics of 3D design using
Onshape, a free CAD application.
We’ll print your creation for free.

Scrap Fabric
Fantasy Landscape
FRIDAY, 5/14 | 6 PM | VIA ZOOM
Where would you rather be right
now? Let’s bring your fantasy
landscape to life! Kits include one
canvas board, fabric scraps, a
sponge brush, and white glue.

Basic Bike
Maintenance
WED, 5/19 | 7 PM | VIA ZOOM

May Flowers:
Botanical Drawing

watertownlib.org/hatch
781-795-2309

What is a
Zine-Mobile?
WED, 6/2 | 5 PM | VIA ZOOM
Share your ideas as we plan to
deliver Zines all across town.

Rainbow
Bolster Pillows
THUR, 6/10 | 5 PM | VIA ZOOM
Celebrate Pride! Kits include a
pattern, fleece, thread, stuffing,
trim, sewing needle, and pins.

Faux Shibori Dye
FRI, 6/18 | 6 PM | VIA ZOOM
Make a blue, shibori-inspired
masterpiece! Kits include dye,
rubber bands, string, and gloves.

May is National Bike Safety Month.
Learn tips for how to care for your
bike at home with bike industry vet
and expert rider Ben Foley. Our
first 50 registrants get a 3-way Allen
wrench and custom bike decal.

MONDAY, 5/3 | 6 PM | VIA ZOOM
Learn to make an accurate drawing
of a flower from life. Kits include one
9x12” drawing paper, vine charcoal,
and a chalk pastel.

DIY Project Planning

Beginner Arduino

TUESDAY, 5/4 | 5 PM | VIA ZOOM

FOR NON-PROGRAMMERS

We’ll talk about the design process,
customization, and budgets. Kits
include one notebook and fine point
permanent marker.

MON, 5/24 | 7 PM | VIA ZOOM

FOR PROGRAMMERS
MON, 6/21 | 7 PM | VIA ZOOM
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FOR CHILDREN
The Children’s Room serves infants
through grade 5 and their caregivers.
We also provide services for educators.
watertownlib.org/children
617-972-6435

Summer Reading
2021: Tails and Tales

Children’s
Book
Awards!

BEGINNING MONDAY, 6/21
The 2020/2021 school year was
anything but ordinary! All children
through grade 5 are welcome to join
WFPL’s Summer Reading Program.
Here’s what to expect:
READING PROGRAM: Join us for 9
weekly challenges! Read any book
you like, or check out the suggested
reading lists made in collaboration
with Watertown Public Schools.
CRAFT BAGS: Every Friday we’ll have
a craft to complete at home.
STORY TIME: We’ll continue doing
story time on Facebook Live. We’re
adding outdoor story time too!

Virtual Story Time
MONDAYS, 12 PM | TUESDAYS,
10:30 AM | THURSDAYS, 11 AM |
ON FACEBOOK LIVE
Missing story time at WFPL? We’re
bringing story time to you! Tune in
for stories and songs on Facebook
Live with Kathleen, Kazia, and Emily.

Revamped Story
Time Video Library

IN-PERSON PROGRAMS: Join us on
Wednesday afternoons for a fun,
outdoor activity.
CURBSIDE PICKUP: Summer
reading materials are available
for curbside pickup. Contact the
Children’s Room to set up your order.
QUESTIONS? Call the Children’s
Room or email Emily at
emiranda@watertown-ma.gov

Every year, WFPL Children’s
librarians vote to honor three
children’s books published
the previous year. 2021 is the
9th anniversary of this award.
Picture Book: I Am the
Storm by Jane Yolen

WATERTOWNLIB.ORG/STORYVIDS
WATERTOWNLIB.ORG/YOUTUBE

Fiction: From the Desk of
Zoe Washington by
Janae Marks

We post five new story time videos
on our website at the start of each
month. Previous videos are saved
on the Library’s YouTube Channel.

Non-Fiction: Facts vs.
Opinions vs. Robots by
Michael Rex
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FOR TEENS

The Teen Room serves grades 6 – 12.

Teen Take and
Makes Continue

watertownlib.org/teens | 617-972-6437
libraryteendepartment@watertown-ma.gov

Teen Creative
Writing Group

Teen Advisory
Group (TAG)

MEETING DATES TBD | VIA ZOOM

MEETING DATES TBD | VIA ZOOM

A Creative Writing Group will be
offered biweekly—anyone with
any writing ability is welcome.
Participants will receive their
very own copy of Prompt Me!
by Robin Woods. We will begin
meeting in late June/early July.
All those in grades 6 through 12
are invited. If you are interested,
please register by contacting
us at libraryteendepartment@
watertown-ma.gov. If you have
questions, call the Teen Room.

Do you have ideas that could make
the Teen Room a better place?
The TAG is always looking for new
members! This group meets twice
per month to discuss library services
and to advise staff regarding new
programs, new collections and Teen
Room improvements they would like
to see. If you are in grades 6 through
12 and want to make a difference in
WFPL, please give us a call or send
an email to libraryteendepartment@
watertown-ma.gov.

PICKUP IN THE TEEN ROOM
Get your free project materials
for string art, cloud lamps, flower
crowns, and tile coasters. Sign up
on the Library’s website.

Sora and Overdrive
Collections Have
Been Integrated
Big news! Watertown students can
now access WFPL eBooks and audiobooks using their Sora account. This
includes Commonwealth of Massachusetts e-book collections as well.
For more information, contact the
Teen Room or your school’s library
media specialist.

Summer in the Teen Room
JUNE 20 – AUGUST 21 | ONLINE AND IN PERSON
READ IT! WRITE IT! CREATE IT! Each week, we’ll introduce a new
theme with activities you can complete at home. When you
accomplish an activity, you get a free book from the book
vault and a collectible pin. Try to collect every pin!
SUMMER ACTIVITIES: We’re partnering
with Hatch Makerspace to offer DIY zoom
programs based on our weekly themes.
We’re also offering book discussion trivia
events! Our first trivia program
will be based on the book,
Keeper of the Lost Cities, by
Shannon Messenger. Stay
tuned for program dates and
more information, available
in June. If you have questions,
don’t hesitate to call or email.
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PROJECT LITERACY

Do you know
the Story of
Project
Literacy?
The Watertown Free Public library established Project Literacy in 1986 with
a $24,000 grant from the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners
and a mission to provide support for
adults learning basic literacy. Since
then, the program has grown to provide free English language support
through classroom instruction and
one-to-one tutoring.
In its infancy in 1989, the program
served twenty students with grant
funding. Today, 600 nonnative English
speakers are served. English Language
education is provided in 12 professionally taught classes, 18 volunteer facilitated classes, and through tutoring
with a team of over 200 volunteers.
Additionally, citizenship and TOEFL
classes are offered throughout the
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year. Approximately 80% of the budget is Town funded with the remaining
funds provided through grants, donations, and Friends of Project Literacy
fundraising.
Project Literacy continued to meet
the needs of its students during the
pandemic by moving all classes and
support online. Teachers, tutors, and
students all quickly learned the ins
and outs of Zoom, FaceTime, and Google groups. Project Literacy was able
to purchase laptops and more were
donated by The Friends of Project
Literacy for students use in this new
learning landscape.
Over the past fourteen months

watertownlib.org/literacy
617-924-8797

many valuable lessons were learned.
Nothing can stop a dedicated group
of learners and teachers. Computers are great, but are even better
with hotspots. Virtual learning opens
many doors for people who are without childcare, have restrictive work
schedules or have access to limited
transportation. While it’s more challenging to make connections online,
this format has allowed people to
share glimpses of their homes, families, and work.
If you are interested in learning
English or tutoring a student, please
contact us! Our next tutor training will
take place in fall 2021.

SKETCH
by Yi Bin Liang

WFPL has eliminated overdue fines! If you return your books late,
you will not be fined. Learn more at watertownlib.org/borrowing

