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RESEARCHING MOUNT AUBURN’S THIRTY
MOST SIGNIFICANT MONUMENTS
A new book has been written on some of the
more significant monuments at Mount Auburn
Cemetery. Marilynne K. Roach, President of the
Historical Society of Watertown, was one of the
esearchers.
“The Art of Commemoration and America’s
First Rural Cemetery: Mount Auburn’s Significant
Monument Collection” was written by author
Melissa Banta with Meg L. Winslow, Curator of
Historical Collections at Mount Auburn. The book
can be purchased at the Cemetery Visitor Center or
through their website. (As you may know, 93% of
Mount Auburn Cemetery is in Watertown.)
The following article was written by
Marilynne Roach and it was recently published in
the Friends of Mount Auburn newsletter.
In 2015 I had the good fortune to join Mount
Auburn Cemetery’s IMLS (Institute of Museum and
Library Services) project to research and document
thirty of their most significant monuments. My job
was to conduct off-site research before the grant’s
end of the year deadline.
Several of the thirty monuments were
already well documented. For others, we needed to
find more information about the monument’s
"ymbolism and inspiration; the sculptors, architects,
nd carvers who made them; the person being
commemorated, any association they or their
families may have had with the makers and reasons
for their choices; donors who may have

commissioned the work and how it was financed;
where it was constructed and how it was shipped to
its final site; and if there was a dedication.

Marilynne Roach (photo courtesy of Meg Winslow)

Of course, not all of this information turned
up in the time allowed. Some of the monuments
remained stubbornly anonymous and research will
be continue in the fiiture. Facts and clues showed up
in many forms:

and cargoes of coffee, sugar, and cocoa plus the
occasional pew rental, but not the monuments in
question. The Wigglesworth Family Papers
provided relatives’ chatty birthday letters and
Harvard alumni matters for the relevant dates, but
no word on baby Mary Wigglesworth’s marble
cradle monument.

• manuscripts (personal and institutional papers,
probate records etc.) either the originals or in
microfilm or digital format,
• newspaper and journal articles (in print, on
microfilm, or on-line),
• books (actual books or on the web) fi'om
biographies,
genealogies,
scrapbooks
and
promotional material;
• drawings, photographs, and ephemera.
And then there was luck.
Despite urban legend, the internet does not
reveal all. Nevertheless, on-line sources not only
provided electronic versions of books, but also
library catalogues and finding aids, both wonderful
time-savers.
For example, an on-line encyclopedia of
Unitarians and Universalists noted that the papers of
both Hosea Ballou and William Ellery
Channing were deposited in the Andover-Harvard
Theological Library in Cambridge. That library’s
on-line finding aid listed several promising folders
including one in the Ballou Family Papers marked
“Mount Auburn Cemetery.” Certainly that folder
had to contain a trove of information. Instead it held
only a printed broadside listing significant Mount
Auburn graves with a mark by Ballou’s name.
In contrast, the Channing Papers produced
several gems from ephemera to manuscripts. A
memento kept by the bereaved family, a fragile
booklet that was originally distributed to members
of his congregation, included an engraving of the
tomb from the side. “Record book of subscribers for
monument” listed the names of all the donors such
as Nathaniel Bowditch, James Savage, and George
Ticknor (the fund’s secretary) among others, with
the sums each donated.
But even if the manuscript archives hadn’t
shed light on Rev. Ballou’s monument, the library’s
micro text department did in its microfilm reels of
the The Trumpet and Universalist Magazine which
ran articles about the public subscription for the
monument in 1854 and letters from donors
indignant that there had been no public dedication
of the statue in 1859.
In contrast, two sessions among manuscripts
at the Massachusetts Historical Society in Boston
produced few answers. Business papers for
nineteenth-century
merchants
like
Samuel
Appleton, Elisha Atkins, and William Sturgis (who
paid for Dr. Spurzheim’s monument) noted ships

Grave marker for baby Mary Wigglesworth

Printed books and their on-line versions
offered not only information but also, when
footnoted, other sources to look for.
Genealogies were especially useful. One for
the Atkins family provided not only context for the
early deaths of the Atkins children that the
business papers had not, but also a map of Mount
Auburn Cemetery identifying several plots for
Atkins generations.
Biographies were an obvious source. A
contemporary life of the phrenologist Gaspar
Spurzheim described his unexpected death, his
funeral, the temporary disposal of his body and the
removal of his skull before permanent interment at
Mount Auburn. Researching a person’s kin could
also help. A biography of author Fannie Fern shed
light on the character of her father-in-law Hezekiah
Eldredge whose stem attitude toward his
granddaughters contrasted with his monument’s
bas-relief of a benign Christ blessing the little
children.
Even advertising ephemera held clues. The
New England Historic Genealogical Society
library’s rare book collection held a small booklet
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on the generations of piano makers headed by
Jonas Chickering.

illustrator, architect, and designer of furniture and
fireworks — but also scrapbooks of his original
drawings and watercolors. These included the
original pencil drawing for the Robert Gould Shaw
monument along with other memorials at Mount
Auburn.
And then there was luck. I had to return to
Mount Auburn unexpectedly one day to retrieve
something Td left behind in their archives. Annoyed
at the time wasted, I decided to use the opportunity
to revisit the morning glory sculpture on the grave
of two-year old Beatrice Fagnani. The sculptor’s
name was carved on the base, I was told, but had
eroded to illegibility with only the letter “P” and
another “P” barely visible in certain lights.
But on this occasion I unsuspectingly
arrived at the Fagnani plot just as the time of year,
the time of day, and the weather all combined to
focus the sun’s light at the precise angle to reveal
more of the signature. There could have been
alternate readings but a Google search of “P. Piatti”
revealed the artist’s identity as Patrizio Piatti, his
other works at Green-Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn,
the location of his New York studio, and his own
premature death from a leaky gas light fixture.
There is no telling what other information is
still out there waiting to be discovered. Research
can involve hours with no results, a few results, or a
sudden bonanza of facts. Some information may not
still exist but a methodical search in logical places
following logical leads can put a researcher in a
place where happy accidents happen.
And sometimes the planets just align —
literally.

The Chickering Monument

For the most part, the artists responsible for
the making of the monuments were the hardest to
find. Monuments might be mentioned in
biographies but not the hand that made them as if
statuary was gathered growing in the wild like
mushrooms.
However, the Fine Art Department of the
Boston Public Library, in addition to books on some
of the artists, also had an exhibition catalog for the
works of British sculptor Joseph Gott that was held
at Leeds and Liverpool in 1972. This provided
biographical information, a portrait of the man, and
photos of several dog statues to compare with the
jflog on the grave of Francis Galley Gray.
The same department not only had a
biography of Hammatt Billings — sculptor.

WATERTOWN HELPS OUT VOLUNTEER DAY
Dozens of residents volunteered on May 7 to
take part in the Watertown Community Foundation’s
annual Volunteer Day, aptly named “Watertown
Helps Out” (WHO).
Many non-profits in town are run totally by
volunteers or are short staffed, and they need help to
accomplish some of their everyday tasks. Several
Watertown non-profits signed up to request
volunteers to help them paint, do yard work, clean up
green space, build a fence, and much more.
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including Peggy Anderson (who supervised the yard
work) and Joyce Kelly.
Getting the Fowle House gardens ready for
spring is a big task. What usually takes many hours
over several weekends was completed by 10 people
in a few hours.

Lisa and Lara in the yard of the Fowle House

Some volunteers had a favorite non-profit and
helped out there. Some had been interested in one in
particular but didn’t know how to get involved.
Others just wanted to help out wherever they were
needed. This was their chance to meet some of the
people who run these organizations and see what they
do.

Volunteers Karen, Jeremy, Greg, Art and Helen

The Community Foundation held a “Kick
off” breakfast in the morning from 8:30 to 10:00 at
the Arsenal Project, with plenty of delicious food and
lots of good company.
All of the non-profits were very pleased with
the turnout of more than 150 volunteers and VERY
grateful to the Community Foundation for organizing
this wonderful way of giving back to the Watertown
community. And, of course, we couldn’t do what we
do without the volunteers.

WAS HAROLD MOODY
YOUR ART TEACHER?

Ninos weeding one of the flower beds

The Historical Society's next exhibit will
feature the work of Watertown-raised artist Franklin
Jones (1921 - 2007). His family has donated a large
painting of his to the Historical Society plus several
copies of his work. We have a long relationship with
the Jones family as they donated the copies of the
Civil War Soldier's letter featured in our current
exhibit as well as the circa 1850 needlepoint portrait
of George Washington that hangs upstairs in our
Council Chamber.

The Historical Society was one of those non
profits. We requested volunteers to help us clean up
and mulch the flower beds in the yard of the Society’s
headquarters, the Edmund Towle House.
We had eight people volunteer to help us:
Lisa and her daughter Lara, Ninos, Art, Karen
Jeremy, Greg and Helen. All of the volunteers were
treated to a free tour of the Fowle House. A few
Historical Society Councilors also pitched in.
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Franklin Jones' mentor was Mr. Harold
Moody, the art teacher at the Jr. High School and then
at the High School. We are reaching out to our
nembership to see if anyone else had Mr. Moody as
an art teacher, and if they have any recollections and
appreciations they would like to share. Perhaps
another budding artist was inspired by this dedicated
art teacher.
Mr. Moody was a big part of Franklin’s life
and work, so he will be featured as a sidebar in our
upcoming exhibit.
If you have anything to share, please contact
Marilynne Roach at mkrl 2v@vahoo.com or 617924-3559.

including the years it was a weekend-long event at
O’Connell field, as well as commissioning the basrelief and painting hanging in our Council Chamber
that both depict the signing of the Treaty.

JULY 1776 CELEBRATION
The Historical Society once again reenacted
the reading of the Declaration of Independence from
a Council Chamber window on the 2"‘^ floor of the
Edmund Fowle House, first done on July 18, 1776.
We also celebrated the Treaty of Watertown, signed
on July 19, 1776 in the Council Chamber of the
Edmund Fowle House.
This year, we were very pleased to again have
Henry Bear as one of our special guests. Rep. Bear is
a descendant of two of the signers of the Treaty of
Watertown - Ambrose Bear and Newell Saulis (their
names were recorded as Ambrose Var and Newell
Wallis on the Treaty and in the minutes from 1776).
Henry Bear is also the Maliseet Tribal Representative
to the Maine House of Representatives.
We also welcomed Chief Roland Jerome,
President/Chief of the United Native American
Cultural Center; Chief Ron Knockwood, District
Chief of the Sipekne'kati District as well as other
members of the Mi’kmaq Grand Council. We were
also joined by Massachusetts Governor’s Councilor
Marilyn Devaney and Wallace Dailey, Accessions
Archivist at the Massachusetts Archives.
Our Town Crier for the day was Provincial
Guard member Stephen Steadman. The Declaration
of Independence was read by Historical Society
Councilor/reenactor Bob Childs and the Treaty of
Watertown was read by historian/reenactor John
Horrigan.
Jack Piantedosi, Major of Watertown’s own
Provincial Guard was recognized and thanked for the
many years he organized our Treaty Day celebration.

Historical Society President Marilynne Roach
presents a Certificate to Major Jack Piantedosi

After the ceremony and remarks. Native
American singing and drumming occurred in the
back yard of the Fowle House. Refreshments were
funded in part by a Community Foundation Block
Party Grant.

Drumming and singing in the backyard
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RECENT DONATIONS

SAURO LANDSCAPING

The Historical Society of Watertown has
received several donations of artifacts this year,
including:
From Anne Crawford of Raleigh, NC - a 39”
X 7” panoramic photo from 1930 of the First Baptist
Church congregation taken in front of the church,
with some of the people identified
From Lillian Fitzgerald Burns of Westlake
Village, CA - a 1953 photo of the 2 youngest
stockholders (17 month old twins Michael & Stephen
Burke) of the Union Market Nat’l Bank with their
mother and Bank President John Tufts
From Diana Garside Parry of Waltham Various booklets and papers from the Watertown
High School class of 1937 as well as paperwork and
various booklets from their 50*'’ reunion in 1987
From Historical Society Councilor Ann
Gilman - a double-sided 1875 Beers Atlas map with
Watertown on one side and Belmont on the other, and
a double-page of Gleason’s Pictorial with illustrations
and information about the Watertown Arsenal
From the Watertown Free Public Library Annual Town Reports from the late 1800s
From Historical Commission Chairperson
David Russo - Annual Town Reports from the late
1800s and Residents Listings from the 2000s

The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need of a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saiirolandscaping.com

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Email:
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

Our thanks go out to aU of our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown’s history for future
generations.

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

YOUR ADDRESS LABEL
AND YOUR DUES

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Margie Wayne - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary
Unfilled - Recording Secretary

The address labels on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society reflect the fiscal
year for which you have paid your dues. Our fiscal
year runs May 1 through April 30. If your label
reads “Apr 16 - 17” your dues are paid through
April 2017. If you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year.

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Ruth Arena
Linda Bass
Robert Childs
Ann Gilman
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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POLE BANNERS FEATURE PROMINENT
PEOPLE FROM WATERTOWN’S HISTORY
Have you noticed the new banners hanging
on the poles in Watertown Square, Coolidge Square
and by the malls? Eleven prominent people from
Watertown are featured on the banners. This was
the brainstorm of Carole Katz, Vice President of
Marketing at the Watertown Savings Bank. Katz
worries many people are unaware of Watertown’s
rich history and she wanted to create something to
bring more attention to its famous forbearers. She
contacted Historical Society of Watertown members
Joyce Kelly, Marilynne Roach and Mary Spiers and
asked them to help her choose who should be
featured on a series of banners to be hung
throughout Watertown Square. Together they
created a list of names that included not only people
who contributed to Watertown’s history but those
who have had an impact beyond our town.
After some discussion, and considering their
contributions and the availability of images, the
group decided on the following people (in
alphabetical order):•
•

Charles Brigham, (1841-1925), Well-known
architect whose works include the original
Museum of Fine Arts building, the annex to the
State House and the Christian Science Church
Extension in Boston, as well as many buildings
and houses in Watertown.

•

Lydia Maria Child, (1802-1880) Abolitionist,
women’s rights activist. Native American rights
activist, novelist, and journalist.

•

Benjamin Robbins Curtis (1809-1874), U.S.
Supreme Court Justice who wrote the dissenting
opinion of the Dred Scott decision and Chief
Counsel to Andrew Johnson during his
impeachment trial. Historically, Curtis has been
the only Supreme Court Justice to resign on
principle - over the Dred Scott decision.

Charles Brigham is featured on the Main Street
pole by Watertown Florist

•

Sterling Elliot, (1852-1922), Inventor and
successful businessman. Several of his
inventions were critical elements to the success
of the automobile.

•

Adeline Fowle, (1799-1869), Renowned for her
exceptional beauty and notable intelligence, she
saved her first (American) husband’s Paris bank
from collapse and after his death married a
French aristocrat and traveled the globe with
him. Her husband became the French
ambassador to England and Adeline entertained
Queen Victoria at their home. Adeline was a
niece to Edmund Fowle, whose house is owned
by the Historical Society of Watertown and
open to the public.

•

Convers Francis, (1795-1863) Writer, preacher
and member of the Transcendental Club with
Emerson and Thoreau. He was minister of
Watertown’s First Parish Church from 1918 to
1842.

•

Harriet Hosmer, (1830-1908), Considered the
most distinguished female sculptor in America
in the 19th century. Her work can be seen in
museums throughout the country, including the
Art Institute of Chicago, St. Louis Art Museum,
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston and the
Wadsworth Athenaeum in Hartford.

•

Ellen Robbins, (1828-1905), 19th Century artist
known for her botanical illustrations. Her work
was published in books, on china patterns, and
fabric designs. Art historian Samuel Benjamin
considered her “one of the finest still life
painters in America.”

•

Charles
Pratt,
(1830-1891),
Successful
businessman and philanthropist. He was a
pioneer in the petroleum industry and founded
Pratt Institute in Brooklyn.

•

Sir Richard Saltonstall, (1586-1661), Led a
group of English settlers up the Charles River to
settle what is now called Watertown.

•

Anne Whitney, (1821-1915), Sculptor and poet,
Whitney was also an abolitionist and a
suffragette. Her work can be found at the
Smithsonian, Harvard University, the Peabody
Essex Museum and the Watertown Free Public
Library, to name a few. Her statue of Sam
Adams stands outside of Faneuil Hall.

During Faire on the Square Historical Society
Corresponding Secretary Mary Spiers conducted
two walking tours of the banners.

Mary Spiers (on the far left) stops under the banner
featuring Convers Francis by the library

We acknowledge that there are many other
important contributors that are not included in this
list. We hope to have an opportunity to present
more figures from Watertown’s history in the
future.

Harriet Hosmer is featured at the corner of Main
Street and Sonny Whooley Way
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another budding artist was inspired by this dedicated
art teacher.
Mr. Moody was a big part of Franklin's life
and work, so he will be featured as a sidebar in our
upcoming exhibit.
If you have anything to share, please contact
Marilynne Roach at mkr 12v@:vahoo.com or 617924-3559.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
AWARDS
The Watertown Historical Commission,
chaired by David Russo, held their annual awards
ceremony on May 19, 2016 at the Commanders
Mansion. The event honors the work of individuals,
organizations or projects that have contributed to
the preservation or recognition of Watertown's
Historic resources.
This year’s Award Recipients are:

Mary Spiers conducting a tour of the banners,
stopping under one featuring Ellen Robbins

The banners were made possible by a generous
grant from the Watertown Savings Bank. The
Watertown Free Public Library was the source for
all of the images except the Charles Brigham image.
Further information about each person can be found
at the library or the Internet. For further information
contact the Historical Society of Watertown at
www.historicalsocietyofwatertownma.org.

•
•
•

WAS HAROLD MOODY
YOUR ART TEACHER?
The Historical Society's next exhibit will
feature the work of Watertown-raised artist Franklin
Jones (1921 - 2007). His family has donated a large
painting of his to the Historical Society plus several
copies of his work. We have a long relationship with
the Jones family as they donated the copies of the
Civil War Soldier's letter featured in our current
exhibit as well as the circa 1850 needlepoint portrait
of George Washington that hangs upstairs in our
Council Chamber.
Franklin Jones' mentor was Mr. Harold
Moody, the art teacher at the Jr. High School and then
at the High School. We are reaching out to our
membership to see if anyone else had Mr. Moody as
an art teacher, and if they have any recollections and
appreciations they would like to share. Perhaps

John Airasian: “Presentation for the Dedication
to the New Mural Ceremony” - Service to
Youth Award
Bruce Gellerman: “Remembering the Armenian
Genocide 100 Years Ago” - Community Spirit
Award
Robert DiRico, Watertown Department of
Public Works, Michael D’Eramo and Vincent
D’Eramo: “Old Burying Ground Tomb and
Plaque Restoration Project” - The Richard E.
Mastrangelo Memorial Award

The Vila tomb being repaired
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Bonham’s, a British auction house in business
since 1793 with a branch in New York City, offered,
in March 2016, a scrap of manuscript which they
titled: “ROWDINESS IN MASSACHUSETTS BAY
COLONY,” with the explanation that it related to
“Watertown, Mass. c. 1636.”
Collector John Tirrell alerted the Watertown
TAB whose editor Dana Forsythe asked Historical
Society of Watertown President Marilynne Roach
what she could find out about it.
Signed by one Nathaniel Bowman, the
undated document was an abject apology to the
Middlesex County court.
The Vila tomb after repair
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Robert Kaprielian: “A Veteran’s Story” Historical Resources Preservation Award
Watertown Public Arts & Culture Committee:
“Seeds of Change Mural” - Environmental
Preservation Award
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The humble acknoledgment of Nathaniell Bowman
humbly confesseth
in answere to what is charged against him by this
Honnered
Court that he desireth hartyly to be sorrow full that he
wa[s]
so far over taken in being in both such company &
where[by?]
soe much dishonor came to God; and soe much case
of offence
to his people and trouble to this Honnered Court; with
thank
full ness to the Honored Deputy for his good advice,
which
through the grace of God 1 hope will worke a better
change in
my hart.
Soe craving humble pardon from the Honnord Court
for
the offences done: [..]
Nathaniell Bowman

Katherine Gardner Westcott: “Watertown Local
History Librarian” - Historical Resources
Preservation Award

We congratulate all of the recipients and thank
them for their contributions to Watertown’s history

THE BOWMAN DOCUMENT
The following article was written by
Historical Society President, Marilynne Roach.
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monitored when being consulted. Otherwise they can
grow legs and walk away.
Roach contacted the Massachusetts Archives
to inquire about the case file housed there. They in
turn contacted Elizabeth Bouvier, Head of Archives
for the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court.
According to an e-mail from Ms. Bouvier, the
Middlesex Folio Collection does mention Nathaniel
Bowman Jr. and does contain other similar apologies
from various young men.
However, if the Bowman document had been
submitted to the court, it probably would have had a
note to that effect on the back and also a penciled
catalog number. These numbers were added in the
late 1930s by a team of Harvard students who
organized and transcribed the collection. “Without
having an image of the back of the document,” Ms.
Bouvier wrote, “we cannot know for sure whether or
not the Bowman document was submitted to the
Court.”
Roach then e-mailed a query to Bonham’s
New York branch and received the answer: “There is
nothing written on the back of the paper.”
So Nathaniel Jr. either avoided having to file
his most humble apology or the paper was lost from
the rest of the files before the 1930s. The rowdiness
occurred in Cambridge at a time when the Bowman
family was living in what is now Lexington — not
Watertown. The document itself was sold at auction
April 11, 2016 for $2,000.
As for young Nathaniel, he eventually moved
to Connecticut where he married a woman who had
divorced her first husband after he deserted her for a
life in Virginia, but that’s another story.
There’s nothing like juicy gossip to bring
history to life.

The right edge had “chipped” over the
centuries so that a few letters were lost, and someone
had penciled the note “Proprietor at Watertown 1636”
on the lower left to identify Bowman.
This raised several questions: who was
Nathaniel Bowman; what was he apologizing for; and
where did the document come from?
According to Robert Charles Anderson’s The
Great Migration series of New England genealogies,
Nathaniel and Anna Bowman arrived in Watertown
with the earliest settlers in 1630. He received several
grants of plow land and meadow in town and farmed
here for decades before the couple and their seven
children moved in 1651 to the part of Cambridge that
later became Lexington.
Although there had been trouble in 1634
when a guest became drunk at Bowman’s Watertown
home, he seems to have been an ordinary law-abiding
citizen. The document was most likely the apology of
his son Nathaniel Jr.
In September 1660 the Cambridge constable
ordered twenty-year-old Nathaniel Bowman and his
eighteen-year-old sister Johanna (along with a crowd
of other local youths) to appear before him “to
answer for their being at a lascivious meeting of
sundry young men & maids.” There had been a
muster of the local militia in Cambridge, a periodic
event that tended to draw an audience. Middlesex
Court Records now housed at the Massachusetts
Archives include a collection of statements by
witnesses to the questionable behavior that ensued
after the muster when local youths and Harvard
students began to carouse. Witnesses encountered
“singing and smoking” at the camp in the field, wine
drinking in a tavern, a young women perched on a
young man’s lap, and unauthorized girls in Harvard
dorm rooms. The college, needless to say, was an all
male school then.
Precisely what Nathaniel Jr. or his sister
actually did is unclear, but his humble apology,
though undated, most likely referred to this incident.
Since the document is addressed to the court,
and the other surviving papers in this case are among
the Middlesex Court files now preserved in the
Commonwealth Archives of Massachusetts in
Boston, how did Bowman’s statement become
separated from the rest? In the last three centuries the
paper passed through several hands, sold by
respectable dealers such as Boston’s Goodspeed. But
should it have been separated from the rest? Such
original documents need to be stored securely and

WCATV VIDEOS OF
HISTORIC PLACES IN
WATERTOWN
This spring, Dan Hogan and Andrea
Santopietro from WCATV, our local cable station,
approached the Historical Society of Watertown
asking about people, places and stories that have had
an impact on Watertown’s history but are known to
few people in the community. They were interested in
creating short video segments on these subjects and
5

recommend contacting Butler and Sons Tree Service
at 617-924-8322 for your future tree needs.

broadcasting them on WCATV’s Watertown Weekly
News and making them available on their website.
We came up with a lot of different ideas!
Thanks to Dan, Andrea and our expert
“talking heads”, eight terrific videos have been
created so far! Subjects include the Plumbing
Museum, the Abraham Browne House, the Tyler
Bigelow House, Mount Auburn Cemetery, the
Armenian Museum of America, Catholic Mount
Auburn Cemetery (also called Sand Banks or Cottage
Street Cemetery), Historical Figures Featured on
Banners Around Town, Historic Homes and the S.S.
Watertown, and most recently, the Edmund Fowle
House.
All of the videos are less than 7 minutes long.
You can find all of the segments at this website. The
list will update each time they air a new video:
http://wcatv.org/tag/historicwatertown/
You can also go to the Cable Access website
at www.wcatv.org where you can do a Search on
Historic Watertown and find other short films on
additional historic Watertown events.

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need of a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@.saurolandscaping.com

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
AWARD

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Email:

The Historical Society of Watertown received
a grant from the Community Foundation for a
welcome folder for 100 new Watertown homeowners
providing them with information about the town and
its history.
The folder will include a welcome letter, a
page giving some history about Watertown, a copy of
our newsletter, and our bicycle tour booklet.
We hope that we make new residents feel
welcome and interest them in the history of our town.

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

BUTLER TREE SERVICE

fflSTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS

The Historical Society of Watertown would
like to thank Joe and Kathy Butler of Butler & Sons
Tree Service for taking down another dying tree in
the back yard at the Edmund Fowle House. Dead or
damaged trees pose a danger to our property or our
neighbor’s property. This is not the first time Butler
& Sons Tree Service has donated their time and effort
to the Historical Society.
Our thanks to both Joe and Kathy for their
generous donations and community spirit. We highly

Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Margie Wayne - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary
Unfilled - Recording Secretary
Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Ruth Arena
Linda Bass
Robert Childs
Ann Gilman
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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OLD FAMILY PHOTOS CLAIMED
A few years ago, the Historical Society of
Watertown was contacted by Rosalie Hausserman
who informed us that she had about 60 cartons full
of packets of photo proofs of families (mostly
children) taken by Oxford Studios in the 1940s and
1950s. There were three cartons of photos of
families from Watertown, and she and her cousin,
David Boyajian of Belmont, wanted to donate them
0 the Historical Society. They were donating the
photo proofs of families from Waltham to the
Waltham Historical Society, from Cambridge to the
Cambridge Historical Society, etc. and want us to
have the Watertown photos. Her uncle Harry, David
Boyajian’s father, had been the salesman of the
business and these photo proofs were left to David
but stored at Rosalie’s house.
David provided a short history along with
the photos: “These photos (actually photo “proofs”)
were taken by my late father’s brother, Drtad “Dite”
Boyajian of Somerville. He was a state side U.S.
Army photographer in Texas in WW2.
My father, Harry Boyajian (of Cambridge)
was the salesman of the business, Oxford Studios,
which was originally on Boylston Street in Boston,
MA in Copley Square. Drtad (his wife is Sadie
Mardirosian) and Harry (his wife is Queenie
Shamgochian) were brothers and owned the
business. The business was started by the two
brothers just after WW2, in 1946.
Both brothers were born in Providence, RI
0
immigrant parents Hovannes (John) and
Marguerite (maiden name Kezirian) Boyajian. They
are all Christians (as are all Armenians). Hovannes
and Marguerite were born in Western Armenia’s

Kharpert province and came to America in the
1890s, fleeing Turkish persecution and massacres.
Oxford Studios later moved to Mass. Ave in
Cambridge, at two different locations near Linnaean
Street. When my father left the business in the
1950’s, the agreement was that my family owned
and possessed these proofs.”

The Neylon Family ofBarnard Ave, taken in 1954

The Historical Society decided to try to put
these old photo proofs into the hands of the families
who would appreciate them most.
One of our volunteers, Lynne O’Connell,
created a database listing the names and addresses
written on the 352 packets of each of the family
portrait proofs. Most are of young children, but
others have older siblings and adults pictured as
well, so she included the number of children, the
number of adults, and the number of photos in each

packet. Some of the photo envelopes have as many
as 20 different photos in them.
The database was uploaded to our website
and is available for viewing in surname order or
street address order, making it user-friendly for
people to search for their family names or
addresses.
In April, Watertown resident Millie
(McLaughlin) Leitner of School Street saw a copy
of the database and wondered if the entry for “J.
McLaughlin” was for someone in her family. She
contacted the Historical Society and both were
thrilled to discover that the photo was of Millie and
her brothers when they were toddlers! The Society
was very happy to give her the photo.

Christine O’Brien claimed the Neylon photos of
herself and her siblings
Former Watertown resident Bob Sliney said,
“I distributed the Oxford photos to my brothers and
sister as a Christmas thought. Collectively we got
great pleasure out of recounting those days of our
youth in Watertown when family mattered and life
was simple."

Millie McLaughlin Leitner holding the photo of
herself and her brothers
An email went out to the membership and an
article was put in the Watertown TAB encouraging
the public to check the database for photos of their
own families, friends or neighbors. All were invited
to come to the Fowle House on November 12, 2016
to pick up the relevant photos. Volunteers were
available to look up information in the database for
those who are not computer savvy.
Several people attended the event and were
thrilled to see and bring home these old photos.
Christine O’Brien emailed and told us: “I sent the
single originals to my siblings and copies of the
group photos to them as well. My sister Mary Ellen
said her children got a big kick out of the photos
and her husband now has one of her at age 5 on his
desk! It was wonderful for me to see the photos of
my siblings when they were young!”

Diane Parry claimed the Garside photos of herself
and her sister
Janet DiBenedetto told us, “At first I wasn't
sure if it was my family until my brother confirmed
my aunt and uncle lived on Mt Auburn Street in
1948. Soon as I saw the picture I knew it was them!
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My aunt lived well into her 90's so I mailed the
pictures to one of her sons in a Christmas card and
he was happy to receive this surprise.”
Christine Milmore Guinee wrote, “Finding
out about these photos was exciting. I knew they
were photos taken before I was born, but not
knowing what they were photos of piqued my
curiosity. To see my Mom's handwriting on the
outside of the envelope was special. The photos
were of my brother, who is deceased, and of my
sister when they were young. My sister and I are
thrilled to have these beautiful photographs.”
So far, thirty-two packets of photos have
been given to the families. Several were shipped to
people who no longer live in the area. (The small
shipping charges were paid by the recipient) We
still have 320 packets that have not been claimed.
The Historical Society is eager to return more
photos to other families. The portrait proofs are
being offered to families for free - no charge.
Enlarged, framed prints of the photos would make
very memorable gifts.

we have been able to raise enough money to have
storm windows installed on the rest of the Edmund
Fowle House.
Installation of storms/screens on the 18
remaining windows proved to be a little trickier. It
appears that Edmund Fowle had quite a fancy house
built, choosing trim for around the outside windows
that is beveled, not flat. Storm windows need to be
affixed to a flat surface.
We contacted Don Berg, a member of the
Society and a Board member of the Historical
Commission, who has done work on the house for
us in the past. He had a great idea for a work-around
for this problem. He suggested installing a piece of
wood trim that would be affixed to the original
sloping/curved trim which would result in a flat
surface on which to install the storm window. And,
it would be completely reversible, in keeping with
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards & Guidelines.
Because we received substantial grants from
the state in 2004 and 2006 for the restoration of the
Fowle House, there is a Preservation Restriction on
it and we must get approval from the Mass.
Historical Commission for any work (other than
repairs) done to the house. We ran the work-around
idea past our liaison at the Massachusetts Historical
Commission and got the OK.

Please visit our website at
www.historicalsocietvofw-atertownma.org and go to
he Resources page. Under the Oxford Studios
I’amily Portraits there are links to the databases/
spreadsheets.
For more information please contact Joyce
at iovcekel@:aol.com or 781 -899-7239.

EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE
GETS STORM WINDOWS
INSTALLED ALL AROUND
You may recall that last January, Stormtite
on Belmont Street in Watertown generously
donated 12 storm windows and installed them on
the 1870s section of the 1772 Edmund Fowle
House, headquarters of the Historical Society of
Watertown. Co-owner Nadia Karnik contacted us
after receiving our Annual Appeal letter stating our
need for storm windows.
For the last few years, our Annual Appeal
’etter has included the option of directing one’s
lonation toward our Storm Window Fund. We are
happy to announce that due to many donations to
this fund and other donations to our General Fund,

1772 window trim showing the work-around
Don installed the work-around trim in Sept,
Berdge Zerdelian from Stormtite came out and
measured for the new storm windows in October
and they were installed in early November.
As you can imagine, the old windows in the
Fowle House are quite drafty and sometimes water
seeps in during a heavy rain storms. Having storm
3

Map of Watertown by Mary Hotz as a touch screen.
There is a screen to the right as you enter from the
parking lot and another on the second floor next to
the Reference Desk.
Mary Hotz was a gifted student at
Watertown High in 1930, the year of the town’s
tercentennial (1630-1930) and created this art work
to celebrate Watertown’s notable sites and
memorable people.
Leone Cole, Library Director and Librarian
Jill Clements chose the “dots” on the screen.
Brittany Byrd designed the touch screen layout and
the Library Building Committee funded the project.
The idea came about as a means of drawing the
Local History Room into focus and as Stephanie, a
reference librarian explained, “We wanted to make
our local history collection more discoverable.”

windows will help preserve the house, lower the
heating bills and make it more comfortable for the
volunteers who freeze their fingers and toes off
while working in the office and throughout the
house in the cold weather. In the summer the screen
section (an improvement over the collapsible
screens we have been using) will help eliminate the
flying visitors we have become accustomed to in the
past.

Roger and Ivan (on ladder) install a storm window
The interactive map home screen on the firstfloor

In the spring we will paint the storm window
surrounds to match the trim of the house, making
them less noticeable, in keeping with Historic
Preservation guidelines.
Our thanks go to all who donated toward
this important project !

Among the “stops” on the screen is Hood
Rubber, established in 1896. This factory made
shoes, gloves and battery boxes and had 10,000
employees by 1920, many of whom were
Armenians. By 1929 B.F. Goodrich tire had bought
it and it closed in 1969. You can also find the
Stanley Steamer created in Watertown by twin
brothers in 1897. In 1899, this automobile was the
first vehicle to climb to the summit of Mount
Washington. Watertown High School is also on the
map. See the original wooden building built in
1905, the Charles Brigham replacement of 1912 that
became East Junior High and now Brigham House,
as well as the current building (1937) on Columbia
Street.
When you come, be sure to bring a young
friend along because kids love this display, but you
don’t have to be a kid to learn more about
Watertown. The Watertown Free Public Library is
located at 123 Main Street in Watertown, MA.

1930 INTERACTIVE MAP AT
WATERTOWN LIBRARY
The following article was written by
Historical Society Corresponding Secretary Mary
Spiers, who is also a member of the Watertown Art
Association. This article originally appeared in the
Art Association newsletter.

The Watertown Free Public Library
The library has something new for you to
see combining both art and history: the Historical
4

them. She did not want them to be stored away out
of sight, or worse - lost to future generations of
Watertown residents and historians.
Carole worked with members of the
Historical Society of Watertown and Town Hall
employees to get these paintings relocated in local,
relevant locations or town-owned buildings.
Most of the Evans paintings have been
donated to the Town of Watertown. Two were
located in Town Hall, two are at the Coolidge
School Apartments, one is in the new Police Station
and one hangs in Brigham House. One remains at
the Watertown Savings Bank. Two others have been
donated to the Perkins School and the Gore Estate
in Waltham - all buildings open to the public.
One of the two at Town Hall, the painting of
the S. S. Watertown, has been moved to the Senior
Center at 31 Marshall Street. You can see it hanging
on the wall to your right as you walk in the front
door. Marilynne Roach, President of the Historical
Society, gave a talk at the Senior Center on January
4**’ on all 9 of the Samuel Emrys Evans paintings.

Detail of the screen re: the Edmund Fowle House
(Editor’s Note - Read more about the interactive
map at the library in a short blog entry entitled
Hands on History at
wvvw.watertownlib.org/adults/blog/hands-historv
There is also a link in the second paragraph to the
library’s historic collection of documents, maps,
newspapers, photographs and more.
Watch for new “exhibits” on these
interactive screens. Upcoming will be an interactive
ixhibit on the prominent people from Watertown
featured on the pole banners in Watertown Square,
Coolidge Square and by the malls.

PAINTING OF THE
S.S. WATERTOWN NOW IN
THE SENIOR CENTER
In the 1970s, Watertown Savings Bank
commissioned muralist Samuel Emrys Evans to
create a series of paintings for the walls of the bank
at 60 Main St. in Watertown Square representing
Watertown’s history. Mr. Evans used the historic
photograph archive of the Watertown Free Public
Library and chose nine subjects.
A few years ago Watertown Savings Bank
renovated the bank lobby, displacing the 4’ x 8’
paintings. Carole Katz, former Vice President of
Marketing at Watertown Savings (now retired),
idmired and enjoyed these paintings during her 20
plus years of service at the bank and knew that the
Watertown community felt the same way about

This painting now hangs at the Senior Center
A booklet was produced by Carole Katz and
the Watertown Savings Bank with input from the
Historical Society of Watertown depicting and
describing the nine paintings and their locations in
town. The frill-color booklet is available for sale at
the Historical Society for $7.50 including tax. To
purchase one of these booklets please contact Joyce
at 781-899-7239 orjoycekel@aol.com
Editor’s Note: a program entitled “Notable
Women of Watertown” will be offered at the Senior
Center on Wednesday, January 25th at 10:00 am.
Watertown boasts some of the most remarkable
5

women of the mid-19th to early 20th century. They
are painters, writers, & sculptors. Join docent
Rosemarie Smurzynski to learn more.

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need of a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscaping.com

BECOME A BOARD MEMBER
The Historical Society of Watertown is
seeking additional Council members to serve on its
board. The Council is made up of all volunteers with
diverse backgrounds and skills who execute the day
to day business of the Historical Society. The Council
also plans and coordinates programs, activities and
initiatives in addition to providing direction and
planning for the future. If you are interested in
becoming more involved, please contact Joyce Kelly
at joycekel@aol.com or at 781-899-7239.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Email:

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are looking for a volunteer to be our
Programs Coordinator. We conduct four regularly
scheduled programs per year - in March, May
September and November. This task would include
arranging for speakers and reserving a venue either at the Library or the Town Hall.
We are also looking for a volunteer to be our
Refreshments Coordinator for our public programs.
This would involve bringing beverages and cookies
as well as napkins and cups to our four programs
If you are interested, please contact Joyce at
781-899-7239 orjoycekel@aol.com

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS

YOUR ADDRESS LABEL
AND YOUR DUES

Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Margie Wayne - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary
Unfilled - Recording Secretary

The address labels on the mailings you
receive from us reflect the fiscal year for which you
have paid your dues. Our fiscal year runs May 1 to
Apr 30. If your label reads “Apr 16-17” your dues
are paid through April 2017. If you have an earlier
date then, according to our records, you have not
paid your dues for the current fiscal year.

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Ruth Arena
Linda Bass
Robert Childs
Ann Gilman
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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CEMETERY RESOURCES AID MASS.
HISTORICAL COMMISSION’S RESEARCH
The following article was written by
Watertown Historical Commission Chairperson
David Russo and reprinted with permission, Sweet
luburn, 2017, Volume I, Friends of Mount Auburn
Jemetery.
In 2013, 1 was contacted by an intern at the
Mass. Historical Commission (MHC) who was
following-up on an old inventory done on Mount
Auburn in the mid-1970s. It listed the familiar
monuments and buildings that we often read about
in these pages and elsewhere. MHC was interested
in learning the locations of each and whether they
still existed.

recorded the location of each resource on a
Cemetery map. But the request spurred the idea of a
bigger project: we needed complete inventories of
these and other resources within the Cemetery that
comprehensively and articulately detailed their
significance and documented it for perpetuity. With
MHC’s blessing, a project was born.

The Rest House in Mount Auburn Cemetery’

^avid Russo (Photo courtesy of Meg Winslow)
Fairly quickly, I was able to answer the
questions; of the 23 items on the MHC list, 22 were
extant (only the Rest House was demolished) and I

The task of every town’s Historical
Commission is to determine what historic resources
exist in its community, to advocate for those
resources and to make them more available to the
community. The MHC provides inventory forms
that allows users to document landscapes, objects,
structures, and buildings in a systematic and

organized way. Information starts with the year of
construction, architect or maker, materials used,
alterations, a design assessment and a narrative of
its history. But that’s just the beginning. The forms
are very broad and extensive, and require intensive
research to get the information and interpretations
just right.
The bonus, though, is that the forms
themselves, once completed, become an important
resource that the MHC and the public can access in
perpetuity.
At the start of the project, Meg Winslow,
Curator of Historical Collections at Mount Auburn,
always an insightful and grounding influence,
subtly cautioned that 1 consider starting with a
smaller subset of monuments (maybe mausoleums?)
and then consider moving on to others. Despite this
sound advice, a project that began with 23 resources
soon ballooned to 234. These included all manner
of monuments, mausoleums, landscapes and
buildings within the Cemetery that collectively
capture its significance. I chose the large and the
small, the very old and the very new, and the first
burial and the more recent.

Auburn Hill at 125 feet, the third highest point in
Watertown. Adding the Washington Tower’s 62
feet, those that climb the tower stand a füll 187 feet
in altitude.
I found some surprises in my research on
significant monuments. I learned that the Sawyer
monument on Larch Avenue (a tall Celtic Cross)
was the design of Chicago architect Daniel Hudson
Burnham, known as one of the founders of the
American skyscraper; he also designed the Flatiron
Building in New York City. Mount Auburn also
boasts two examples of collaborative work between
architect Stanford White and sculptor Augustus St.
Gaudens; the Henry Nevins monument and the
Edwin Booth monument.

Harvard Hill - many early burials were of faculty
members and students who diedfarfrom home
The Henry Coffin Nevins grave marker

I chose Harvard Hill for its obvious
significance, and inventoried every monument on it
(44!) and the lot itself as a landscape. Other
significant landscapes that I included were
Consecration Dell, Hazel Dell, Asa Gray Garden,
Auburn Lake and Halcyon Garden. Each has a
related yet markedly different story to tell. I learned
that the lowest point in the Cemetery is not
Consecration Dell but actually Auburn Lake at 9
feet above sea level. The highest point is Mount

Other times, mysteries would present
themselves. While looking at some invoices for the
Longfellow lot, it appeared that the large
sarcophagus that dominates the lot may have been
replaced in 1924 (it was originally installed in
1884). However, after reaching out to officials at
the Longfellow House in neighboring Cambridge,
Meg and I determined that the replacement was
never more than a proposal. These kinds of puzzles
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communal living) in West Roxbury, who sought to
combine Transcendentalism with social reform.
Associationist connections likely served him and his
sculpting business well.
A few personal insights occurred to me
during my research. I realized the Washington
Tower and the Bigelow Chapel are both “follies;”
that is, they are fanciful embellishments to the
landscape that emphasize the visual and imaginative
pleasures of variety and irregularity.
For this project, the research resources at
Mount Auburn helped immeasurably. In addition to
the paper records in the archives that include lot
cards, correspondence, work orders and trustee’s
minutes, the human resources were immensely
valuable. The assistance, motivation, commentary,
best efforts and even connections provided by the
Curator made my work infinitely easier and more
fruitful.

(or snares?) lurk everywhere and it’s important to
understand and accurately interpret the material, so
as not to introduce errors into the record.
I included some rarer forms such as the
stupa monument on Story Road, the Kepes “fejfa”
monument posts on Oxalis Path and the Mountfort
monument on Willow Avenue (a hillside tomb
composed of an interesting series of varied
pyramidal forms). These distinctive monument
forms add important texture to the overall feeling of
the Cemetery and contribute significantly.

The Col. John Mountfort monument on Willow Ave
In addition to the significant monuments, I
included a representative sample of more ordinary
monuments. I chose more notable persons such as
Julia Ward Howe and Dorothea Dix (both on
Spruce Avenue) to document monuments of this
type. These stones tend to be unadorned and simple,
but also tasteful and elegant in their own way.
Part of my project also involved
investigating sculptors, architects, artists and other
makers. The Carew brothers (Joseph and Thomas)
were sculptors and are well represented here at Mt.
Auburn. We knew that they emigrated from
England and were of Irish extraction, but research
revealed that Joseph had an early and short career in
England before he left. While his training remains
obscure, research did turn up two of Carew’s early
English commissions; a memorial tablet for Sir
John Floyd and a sculpture of Dick Whittington, the
i^.ord Mayor of London, as a boy. Further
esearching revealed that, in America, Joseph
Carew, was an “Associationist,” that is, a member
of the famed Brook Farm (a utopian experiment in

The stunning Gothic Revival style Bigelow Chapel
Whoever coined the phrase “the whole is
greater than the sum of its parts” must have been
thinking about a place like Mount Auburn. The bits
and pieces that I have captured on the inventory
forms paints a picture of significant cultural and
historical life. But it’s the layers upon layers of
varied meaning when combined that ultimately
create the significance of Mount Auburn.
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David Russo will be presenting a slideshow
lecture regarding this project on Wednesday, May
24th at 7;00 in the Watertown Free Public Library.
Come and hear about the project detailing how
David documented this extraordinary Watertown
cemetery.

lamps along the town’s main thoroughfares since
last July. Now, visitors can learn the stories behind
the faces on the banners by exploring a new
interactive digital display at the Watertown Free
Public Library.
In the display, photographs and documents
from the library’s local history collection combine
with biographical information to create a more
complete portrait of each of the eleven banner
subjects. The wide-ranging influence of these
artists, entrepreneurs, activists, inventors, and
explorers extends from patents to pulpits,
architecture to abolition. Common Street to the U.S.
Supreme Court. Some of their works—handwritten
manuscripts, larger-than-life sculptures—are too
fragile to touch, but all can be “handled” in digital
format on the library’s interactive display.

WATERTOWN SQUARE
THROUGH TIME
Watertown Resident Cara Marcus is writing
a book that will be published by Fonthill Media in
2018; Watertown Square Through Time. It will be a
"then and now" format book with historical and
current images that depict the Square's vibrant
history. She would like to know if anyone in the
Historical Society has photographs that they would
like to contribute, and also personal recollections of
the industry and culture of Watertown Square days
of yore.
For example, does anyone remember and
have any interesting anecdotes or stories about any
of the following; Coolidge Bank and Trust
Company, Family Fare Restaurant, Fox Drug Store,
Foxie’s Deli, Gorin's Department Store, Kodaly
Musical Training Institute, Lanno’s Restaurant,
Watertown Sea Grill, Lefkowith Furniture,
Lewando's French Dyers and Cleaners, Spring
Hotel,
Tercentenary
celebration,
Toyland,
Watertown Square Theater, White-Coughlin Motor
Sales, or Woolworths? If so, please contact Cara at
caramarcus@comcast.net so she can set up a time to
talk to you.

The main page on the touchscreen display
The street lamp banners were the brainchild
of the VP of Marketing at Watertown Savings
Bank, Carole Katz, who collaborated with members
of the Historical Society of Watertown on the
selection of notable people to feature. Ten of the 11
portraits came from the Local History Collection of
the Watertown Free Public Library. Katz then
worked with New England Flag & Banner in
Watertown’s East End to produce the banners,
whose design she shared with the library for its new
display.
“We hope that this extension of the banner
project initiated by the Watertown Savings Bank
and the Historical Society of Watertown will
highlight the richness and breadth of the library’s
local history collection,” said Library Director
Leone Cole.

NEW “EXHIBIT” AT THE
WATERTOWN LIBRARY
The following is a press release by the
library regarding their new “digital exhibit” on the
display monitors in the library.
Watertown Free Public Library Digital Displays
' Bring Historic Banners to Life
The portraits of eleven prominent figures
from Watertown’s history have hung from street
4

revolutionary government, from being killed at the
Battle of Bunker Hill.

Sermons by Rev. Convers Francis, pastor of First
Parish Church, were written in the early 1800s
Visitors can view and interact with the
display on the library’s large-format touchscreen
monitors—one on each level of the building—
during regular library hours. In addition, many of
the digitized materials included in the displays are
available 24/7 via the library’s website,
http://www.watertownlib.org.

The Extended Day Theatrical Class received a tour
of the Edmund Eowle House from Mary Spiers
The students also re-enacted how hard
children had to work to help their families in the
1700s. Girls had to chum butter and boys had to get
water from the well. Teacher Ryan Shrey and the
students were very enthusiastic and imaginative!

HOSMER SCHOOL
THEATRICAL CLASS
On February 7, 2017 the Hosmer School
Extended Day Theatrical Class visited the Edmund
Fowle House. Historical Society Corresponding
Secretary Mary Spiers gave the 4* and 5* grade
students a tour of the house and talked about
Watertown’s history and what it was like growing
up in “the old days”.
In March, drawing on the information
presented to them, the boys and girls of the Hosmer
Theatrical Class wrote and directed several original
vignettes about Watertown. They re-enacted the
“exchanging of a biscuit for a bass” depicted on our
Town Seal which recounts Roger Clap’s diary from
June 1630 when he and other “Dorchester Men”
stopped and camped overnight on the banks of the
Charles River and encountered the local Native
Americans. A “time machine” was used to rescue
Dr. Joseph Warren, who was a leader in the early

Two of the girls from the Theatrical Class re-enact
churning butter
The production was very well received by
friends and families in the Hosmer School
Auditorium.

NEW HOME OWNER
WELCOME FOLDERS
The Historical Society of Watertown
recently received a grant from the Watertown
Community Foundation to create a “Welcome to

Watertown” educational/informational folder for
new home owners. One hundred folders were
provided to several Watertown Realtors to distribute
to 100 new residents.
The folders include a letter welcoming the
new home owner, an informational page on some
history of Watertown, a Historical Society
membership brochure, a copy of our most recent
newsletter, and a copy of our bicycle/waUdng tour
booklet.
The Historical Society would like to thank
Dan Winters, owner of Brookline Print Center at 70
Coolidge Hill Rd, for giving us such a good deal on
the printing, and for helping to design the front
cover of the folder. Please go to Dan’s website www.brooklineprintcenter.com - to see what other
services his business provides.

scheduled programs per year - in March, May
September and November. This task would include
arranging for speakers (the Board will help with
contacts and suggestions), creating a flyer (we have
a template) and reserving a venue - usually at the
Library.
If you are interested, please contact Joyce at
781-899-7239 orjoycekel@aol.com

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.

BECOME A BOARD MEMBER

Name;
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Email;

The Historical Society of Watertown is
seeking additional Council members to serve on its
board. The Council is made up of all volunteers with
diverse backgrounds and skills who execute the day
to day business of the Historical Society. The Council
also plans and coordinates programs, activities and
initiatives in addition to providing direction and
planning for the future. If you are interested in
becoming more involved and helping make decisions
on the Society’s future, please contact Joyce Kelly at
joycekel@aol.com or at 781-899-7239.

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need of a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscaping.com

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Margie Wayne - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary
Ninos Hanna - Recording Secretary
Councilors:

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Peggy Anderson
Ruth Arena
Linda Bass
Robert Childs
Ann Gilman
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor

We are looking for a volunteer to be our
Programs Coordinator. We conduct four regularly
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MORE ON MOUNT AUBURN CEMETERY
The speaker at our Annual Meeting on May
24'*’ was Historical Commission Chairperson David
Russo who spoke about the updated inventory he
recently completed for the Massachusetts Historical
Commission. (See our April 2017 issue)
The following article was written by Paul A.
Tamburello Jr., a longtime Watertown resident and
;uest columnist for the Watertown TAB. This
article appeared in the Watertown TAB. The photos
are from David Russo’s inventory sheets.
Monuments of Mount Auburn Cemetery on
display in Watertown
An arboretum, a botanical garden, a
template for the American rural cemetery
movement... with Mount Auburn Cemetery in
Watertown, MA, it’s all of the above.
Given the grace of many of the memorials, it
could double as a museum as well.
The May 24 slideshow presentation by
David Russo, Chairperson of the Watertown
Historical Commission, was a select tour of nearly
three-dozen of the cemetery’s notable monuments.
The range of memorial designs- Canopy, Cenotaph,
Column, Ledger Stone, Obelisk, Sarcophagus, and
Pedestal - is from intimate to bold, modest to
commanding.
Founded
in
1831,
the
cemetery,
Watertown’s largest contiguous open space, is the
nost under-the-radar world
attraction
in
Massachusetts, maybe the country. Its perimeters
are lined with an ordinary looking assortment of
trees, fencing and tall bushes that offer no vistas to
the interior.

Inside is a world-class cemetery that
happens to be the first rural landscaped cemetery in
the nation, a template for other big-time American
cemeteries, and, thirty years later, inspiration for
Frederick Law Olmsted’s Central Park to boot. The
top three tourist destinations in America in the
1840s were Niagara Falls, Mount Vernon, and The
Mount Auburn Cemetery (60,000 visitors in 1848).
Despite its Cambridge address, 167.5 of the
cemetery’s 175 acres are in good ’ol Watertown.

The Eben Horsford monument on Hazel Dell Path

meaning of the symbols inscribed on the
monuments selected for the presentation.
Commonly understood shorthand in the 1800s, most
of them need the commentary by historians like
Russo to be understood today. Russo credited Meg
Winslow, curator of the Mount Auburn Cemetery,
for her support in his endeavor.

Before the 1830s, burial grounds and
graveyards were pretty barren places, skeletons
occasionally poking up from the earth, and evoked a
dark ‘Grim Reaper’ demeanor. After the design of
Mount Auburn Cemetery, inspired by the Père
Lachaise Cemetery in Paris, the public park and
garden movement, a place to celebrate life while
mourning the departed, was off and running.

The John A. Blanchard cenotaph on Spruce Avenue
“The founders of Mount Auburn Cemetery
wanted to inspire, using the landscape and the
monuments to transform the space into a place for
quiet contemplation and reflection,” Russo said. His
slides displayed a landscape with varied topography
and monuments of varying size, aesthetic impact,
and purpose. From the get go, the founders wanted
to extol the lives of the dead as aspirational models
for the living.
Boy oh boy, did they succeed. Abolitionists,
philanthropists, sculptors, actors, authors, social
reformers, mathematicians, with names that were
familiar to locals and the nation, found their final
resting place there, as do 98,000 lesser known
citizens.
We know about Boston, but who knew that
little Watertown and its big brother Cambridge were
also home base for such a rich host of luminaries.
Mary Baker Eddy, Fannie Farmer, Oliver Wendell
Holmes, Winslow Homer, Julia Ward Howe, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, Abraham Maslow...no
matter what part of America you live in, you’ll
recognize many of these names.
Russo’s slides highlighted the aspects that
made Mount Auburn Cemetery a model for some of
the most impressive cemeteries in the country and.

The Thatcher Magoun monument on Fir Avenue
In 2013, David Russo, was tasked by the
Massachusetts Historical Commission to update an
old inventory of the cemetery’s structures and
landscapes done in the 1970s.
The task was ideal for an individual with an
appreciation for detail, exactitude, and research.
Russo was a perfect fit. He used the Massachusetts
Historical Commission’s Object Inventory Form
that requires photographs, maps, a design
assessment, a historical narrative, the inscription, a
bibliography and/or references to document his
findings. The same form requires identifying the
type
of object,
date
of construction,
designer/sculptor, materials, alterations, condition,
and setting. It took Russo three years to complete
the inventory and was the basis for his presentation.
He identified a whopping 225 individual
resources including monuments, mausoleums, and
even a bridge in the cemetery. Russo described the
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Guidance Counselor who knew Mr. Loukas as a
neighbor, a family friend and a mentor.
This year the scholarship was awarded to
Isaac Gibbons, a senior at the high school. An
award ceremony was held at the Edmund Fowle
House on May 30”’.

in essence, transformed the way we honor our dead.
It was designated a National Historic Landmark in
2003.
Anyone who can present an hour-long slide
show and keep an audience engaged with a topic
necessarily heavy on names and dates deserves
praise.
Russo’s success was in large measure due to
his ability to keep the pace brisk, the underlying
facts tied together with a consistent frame work that
highlighted the designers and architects of the
monuments, the accomplishments of the men and
women for whom they were built, and perfectly
timed interjections of humor.
“This was a cultural landscape, the first of
its kind,” he said.
It remains an irony that a place in which we
bury our dead and shed our tears rises above our
grief to become a place in which we find solace,
accept the finite nature of life, and count our own
blessings.

Elise Loukas, Isaac Gibbons and Kraig Gustafson
in the parlor at the Edmund Fowle House

Paul A. Tamburello Jr., a longtime Watertown
resident and retired Brookline elementary school
teacher, can be reached at ptamburello(d,me. com,
ie blogs at www. ptatlarse. typepad. com.

The ceremony began with remarks by Elise
Loukas about her father, his dedication to history
and teaching, and his honorable character. Kraig
Gustafson spoke about Isaac, his penchant for
asking questions and digging for answers, followed
by remarks by Isaac Gibbons who thanked Mr.
Gustafson for being an untiring mentor and the
Loukas family for their generous scholarship given
in memory of Mr. Loukas.

VICTOR N. LOUKAS
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
For several years the Loukas Family
collaborated with the Historical Society of
Watertown to sponsor the Victor N. Loukas Essay
Contest. Sadly, Mr. Loukas passed away in March
2015.
Last summer the Loukas family collaborated
with the Historical Society to set up the Victor N.
Loukas Memorial Scholarship Fund in his memory.
This scholarship replaces the Victor N. Loukas
essay contest in Watertown High School. The essay
contest in the Middle School continues.
The High School scholarship is awarded to a
graduating senior who excels in social studies
and/or plans to pursue a career as a social studies
eacher and who exhibits the good citizenship Mr.
i^oukas encouraged and displayed. The annual
recipient will be chosen by the Chair of the history
department at the High School and a High School

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY
CONTEST
Every year the Historical Society of
Watertown sponsors the Historical Society Award
for the best history essay submitted by a high school
student. Students had their choice of four themes:
an individual, ethnic group, landmark or historical
event in Watertown and its significance to the town
and region.
The 1st place winner received $250; the 2"‘*
place winner received $150 and the 3rd place winner
received $100. The winners were chosen by a panel
3

ended up coming to Boston and the areas around the
city. Over the years Boston and especially
Watertown became populated with more Armenian
immigrants. Around 25% of the entire population of
Watertown was made up of Armenians in 2014.
If anybody looks around the town of
Watertown today, they will see a plethora of
Armenian culture throughout the town. To start,
there is the Armenian Library and Museum of
America. This building was founded in 1971 and
teaches anyone the culture and story of the
Armenians. It houses many ancient artifacts as well,
like textiles, coins, ceramics, and more. Another
place of Armenian eulture is three Armenian
churches that are located in Watertown. There is the
Armenian Memorial Church, St. James Armenian
Church, and St. Stephen’s Armenian Apostolic
Church. These are gathering places for Armenians
to continue to strengthen their faith. The Armenian
Cultural and Educational Center is also located in
Watertown. Thirdly, there are some Armenian
dance groups that are in Watertown. They are ealled
Abaca, Erebouni, and Sayat Nova. These groups
specialize in teaching young students Armenian
dancing and having them perform. Lastly, the
Coolidge Square area is nicknamed “Little
Armenia”. This is because there are many ethnic
Armenian stores in this area. There are Armenian
and Mediterranean supermarkets like Arax Market
and Sevan Bakery that are a popular attraction for
Armenians to shop.
At the high school, Armenian culture has
affected the school in a positive way. Firstly,
Armenian is offered as a language. It has been
offered since 1970. Secondly, recently there have
been many posters around the school about the
Armenian Genocide. The posters give a little insight
to students and teachers about the genocide. These
posters help people realize what happened during
that time and how it has impacted the ethnic group
as a whole. Finally, an “Armenian Hall of Fame”
has been created in the school. It shows pictures of
Armenians who have contributed to society and also
depicts what they have done.
The Armenian Genocide was a tragic
historical event that affected people all over the
world. And through this, many Armenians
immigrated to Watertown to escape to freedom and
gain the liberty they needed. They also were able to
start new lives peaeefully and to create the
Watertown that is present today. The presence of

of Historical Society Council members. The awards
were presented in June in the high school lecture hall.
Third place went to Ruben Karapetyan for his
essay on “The Armenian Diaspora in Watertown”.
Second place went to Garo Melkonian for his essay
on “Boston Marathon Bombing”. First place went to
9”’ grader Anthia Vrahliotis for “The Impacts of
Armenian Culture in Watertown”, excerpts of which
are printed here.

Essay Contest winners Anthia Vrahliotis, Ruben
Karapetyan and Garo Melkonian, along with Kraig
Gustafson, Bob Childs, Peggy Anderson and
Marilynne Roach
Watertown is a diverse community. There
are many different languages spoken, many ethnic
groups, and many people who all have different
backgrounds. One ethnic group specifically has a
high population of its people in Watertown.
Watertown has one of the highest Armenian
populations in the United States. Almost
everywhere in Watertown you can see the positive
effects that Armenian culture has had on the town.
During the years of 1915 to about 1920 the
Armenian Genocide and many other massacres took
place. The Turkish government wanted to
extinguish the Armenian people and wipe their
culture away. The genoeide took plaee in the
Ottoman Empire. The Turkish killed approximately
1.5 million Armenians. While the genocide was
happening, many Armenian immigrants tried to flee
as far away as they could from the danger. Today,
many countries recognize the Armenian genocide as
a genocide but the United States does not.
Armenians have been and are continuing to try to
raise awareness of the genocide and get the United
States to officially recognize it as a genocide. Some
4

Armenians has changed Watertown in positive
ways. Armenians have contributed many things of
significance to the culture and history of
Watertown. It has brought many educational
upportunities and experiences to Watertown such as
the Armenian Library and Museum of America, the
Armenian Cultural and Educational Center, and the
multiple dance groups that are a part of the
community.
The Historical Society appreciates the effort
taken by Social Studies Coordinator Kraig Gustafson
and the high school staff to encourage students to
develop an interest in the history of their town. We
look forward to reading the essays every year.

The bus tour group in front of Town Hall

COLORING BOOKS FUNDED
The Historical Society operates on a limited
budget. The entire Board is made up of volunteers
and no one gets paid. The majority of our funding
comes from membership dues and donations, a
good portion of which comes in during our Annual
\ppeal.
We would like to thank Ari Koufos, broker/
owner of Realty Executives in Watertown for
donating funds to have our 3'^‘* grade coloring books
printed. The coloring books, “Early Watertown:
1630 - 1776”, have been provided to every 3'^'*
grader for many years and bring the 3’^'* grade
annual bus tours to life, (see next article) Mr.
Koufos provided funding for 215 coloring books
and 15 teacher resource packets.
Many thanks to Ari Koufos for this generous
donation.

The bus tour group at the Commander ’s Mansion
This annual bus tour brings to hfe the
coloring book. Early Watertown. 1630-1776,
provided by the Historical Society to the Watertown
and distributed to all the third grade classes. The
coloring book is used in their curriculum.

“WATERTOWN HELPS OUT”

3"* GRADE BUS TOURS

Dozens of residents volunteered on May 6 to
take part in the Watertown Community Foundation’s
4th annual Volunteer Day, aptly named “Watertown
Helps Out” (WHO).
Many non-profits in town are run totally by
volunteers or are short staffed, and they need help to
accomplish some of their everyday tasks. Several
Watertown non-profits signed up to request
volunteers to help them paint, do yard work, clean up
green space, wash toys, and much more.

In May, Bob Childs, in colonial attire, led
three bus tours for the 3'^‘* graders at the Cunniff and
Lowell schools.
The children were brought to many historic
sites in town, including the Old Burying Ground, the
Founders Monument, the Edmund Fowle House, the
Commander’s Mansion and the Town Hall. The
students especially enjoyed sitting in the Town
Councilors chairs in the Town Hall Council
Chamber.
5

All of the non-profits were very pleased with the
turnout and VERY grateful to the Community
Foundation for organizing this event annually. And,
of course, we couldn’t do what we do without the
volunteers.

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need of a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 ordavid@saurolandscaping.com

Olivia, Cass, Milo and Lisa in the backyard
The Historical Society was one of those non
profits. We requested volunteers to help us clean up
and mulch the flower beds in the yard of the Society’s
headquarters, the Edmund Fowle House.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings.
Name:
Address;
City, State, Zip:
Email:
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Donation

Megan digging up the “overflow” of irises. Some of
our volunteers went home with new plants!

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

We had eleven people volunteer to
help us; Katherine Klosowski, Lisa and her “little
sister” Olivia, Megan Harrington, Ashish Addepalli,
Cass Sapir and son Milo, Laura, Mike and son
Barrett, and Leif All of the volunteers were treated to
a free tour of the Fowle House. Historical Society
Councilors Peggy Anderson (who supervised the yard
work) and Joyce Kelly also pitched in.
Getting the Fowle House gardens ready for
spring is a big task. What usually takes many hours
over several weekends was completed in a few hours.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Margie Wayne - Treasurer
Ninos Hanna - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary
Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Ruth Arena
Robert Childs
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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THE HOUSE AT 105 RUSSELL AVE
The following article was written by David
Russo, Chairperson of the Watertown Historical
Commission and Historical Society of Watertown
volunteer.
One of the more interesting and exciting
tasks for me as a member of the Historical
Commission is researching houses when we receive
in application for a house plaque. Any building in
Vatertown is eligible for a plaque, even one built in
2017. Plaques identify important information about
a house, including the original owner, the year it
was built and maybe even an architect. This
information then becomes visible to passers-by,
making the history of the house and neighborhood
more available.
For me, houses are riddles or perhaps buried
treasures. Work is needed to uncover the secrets
that these houses hold. And every house has them.
This is where my mind was when Jerry
Whitmore and Ron Beaver, owners of 105 Russell
Avenue, approached me about doing some research
on their home. The Historical Commission had done
some research on their house in 2005 and we
documented it at the time on a “Form B,” an
inventory form used to capture information about
houses. Looking at the house and the Form B for
the house, it appeared that my job would be
straightforward and frankly rather boring. The
research looked to be done and it didn’t appear very
istorically significant.
First, I looked at the house. It’s a simple 1 'A
story Cape set on a raised lot at the corner of
Russell Avenue and Brigham Street. Although the

house sits high, the house feels low because of the
tall trees surrounding it and its human scale. It feels
like the little brother to the larger, more substantial
houses along Russell Avenue. Many of the houses
along the street are architect-designed, sporting lateVictorian embellishments that impress. Even some
of the newer Colonial Revival style homes on
Russell Avenue built in the first decades of the 20th
century are quite large, demonstrating their prowess
through physical size. Ron and Jerry’s Cape Cod
cottage doesn’t seem to belong in and among this
housing stock, yet there it is.

JOJ Russell Ave (Photo courtesy of Ron Beaver)
We knew that the original owners were J.
Gardner Bartlett and Elizabeth French Bartlett, both
genealogists from the New England Historic
Genealogical Society. I was able to find their
passport photos from 1920. A small treasure.

and to modernize these images so people would
respond to them as both contemporary and
historical.
However, commentators have suggested
something more significant. His knowledge of the
18th century Cape Cod cottage was unrivaled in his
day and liken Wills’s sophistication in interpreting
the style to that of Ralph Adams Cram and his
abilities in interpreting Gothic and Medieval forms.
Scholarly articles have been written about Wills and
describe his sophisticated design capabilities.
Significant, indeed.
Wills himself felt that his task was
transforming an 18th century colonial image into a
potent object that could stand for a lost but idealized
past. He used scale and proportion and spare
architectural elements to create elegant design
compositions.
During the 1930’s Wills designs began to
attract national attention. In 1932, he received a
gold medal from President Hoover for his winning
entry in the Better Homes in America Small House
Competition, beating an entry by Frank Lloyd
Wright. In the early 1940s, he wrote a number of
books that were widely read and well publicized in
newspapers, popular magazines and the professional
press. These books were large picture books with
interesting and exciting drawings and photographs
of colonial cottages aimed at the middle and upper
middle classes. His business proliferated.
In a 1967 issue of the Boston Sunday Globe,
I found an article that featured the then owners of
105 Russell Avenue who had just found the original
plans for the house and were excited about the
Royal B. Wills connection. They planned to restore
aspects of the house, including a painted brick
hearth and fireplace surround. We scored pictures of
the living room and of the exterior in the article,
very rare treasures in historic research.
Ironically, on a street of substantial houses,
this diminutive and out-of-place Cape Cod cottage
is perhaps the most significant house on the street.
Needless to say, when I reported back to
Jerry and Ron about what I found, they were excited
but speechless. They have always loved their home
and now have a newfound respect for its
background and place in the neighborhood. The
significance was there; the treasure was just
unburied.

J. Gardner Bartlett and Elizabeth French Bartlett
As for the house itself, looking at my Form
B from 2005, I noted that it was built in 1924 and
that the architect was an “R.B. Wells.” Research in
the directories from Watertown and Boston from
the early 1920’s yielded nothing. So, I was ready to
chalk this design up to an unknown architect of
little consequence. Nonetheless, Jerry and Ron
wanted to see the actual building permits, so we
scheduled a time to visit the permitting office at
Town Hall to find the original building permit along
with any later permits to help them better
understand the changes to the house that occurred
over time.
Almost immediately, 1 saw a mistake that I
made in 2005. Instead of writing out the name of
the architect as it appeared on the building permit, I
abbreviated it and also misspelled it on the Form B.
What I wrote as “R.B. Wells” was actually “Royal
B. Wills.” This name meant nothing to me but I felt
that I had done a disservice not only in my work for
the Commission in 2005 but for the integrity of the
house and property. I was thankful that Ron and
Jerry had asked for more information so that I could
now correct the record.
So my research began anew with the
architect’s actual name and was I surprised at what I
found.
Royal Barry Wills (1895-1962) was one of
the most influential architects of the 20th century
and is remembered for reintroducing the Cape Cod
cottage to the American vernacular. He didn’t
replicate 18th century designs, he understood the
structure and development of that form and
translated it freely for modern use. Wills’s
customers felt he created designs that employed
images of the past to suggest roots and continuity
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GIRL SCOUT VISIT TO EFH

EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE
GETS PAINTED

The 4th grade girl scout troop #65413 from
the Lowell School visited the Edmund Fowle House
on June 20, 2017. Board members Mary Spiers and
Bob Childs conducted a tour of the house for them.
The girls loved learning about the life of
children in colonial days. Mary described the many
chores everyone, including children, had to do to
help out. Bob told them about the old gun that
belonged to his ancestor and is now in the Fowle
House kitchen. It was hidden under the floorboards
of his old family home and was discovered almost
200 years later during a renovation.

You may remember that the 1772 Fowle
House, headquarters of the Historical Society of
Watertown, had storm windows installed about a
year ago. The storm windows are white and the
outside trim is beige. In keeping with our
Preservation Restriction Agreement through the
Massachusetts Historical Commission, the storm
windows needed to be painted the same color as the
trim to better blend in to the existing wood frame.
The entire house really needed painting as
the shutters and some of the clapboards were
peeling. The Historical Society hired Perfect
Professional Painting and they did a terrific job!

The troop was very interested to hear about
the history of their home town. At the completion of
the tour, the girl seouts received a patch with a
likeness of the Fowle House on it for their uniforms.

VICTOR LOUKAS MIDDLE
SCHOOL ESSAY CONTEST

Thiago Roboredo, owner of Perfect Professional
Painting

In 2011, the Historical Society of Watertown
was pleased to begin co-sponsoring an essay contest
in honor of Victor N. Loukas, a retired U. S. History
teacher who completed his student teaching at the
West Junior High School in Watertown in 1958 and
whose children all graduated from Watertown High
School. The idea and the funds for this essay contest
were provided by his daughter, Elisabeth Loukas, in
honor of her father.
The students had a choice of topics, which
included recounting their own immigration story or

Perfect Professional

\ Painting
____

781.217.0041 • 781
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someone else’s. The winners were chosen by
members of the Loukas family.
The Third Place winner was Alex Miller for
the essay entitled “The Opportunity to Live in the
Middle of Diversity”. Second Place went to Giulia
Salvucci for “Swimming My Own Race”. First Place
went to Eva Henry for “Just A Smile” and is printed
here.
JUST A SMILE
I remember the excitement leading up to that
day. It’s not the kind of excitement where you think
about it a couple days before, and you get really
happy when the day arrives. It’s the kind of
excitement where you plan how the day will go, over
and over in your head for months. It’s the kind of
excitement where you can’t sleep the night before and
can’t stop shaking once the day arrives.
It was my first day at an American school,
Cunniff Elementary. As I walked through the double
doors my jaw dropped at the difference it had to my
old school. The size of 4 classrooms at Cunniff would
probably be around the size of my whole school in
Columbia. Where there would have been chipped
paint covering the walls there was glossy paint, tiles
and lockers covering the halls. Where there would
have been old wobbly wooden desks there stood new
perfect looking ones. Everything seemed so different,
I couldn’t help but believe I was dreaming. As I
walked into what would be my fourth grade
classroom for the next year, all eyes turned on me.
My cheeks became red and my breath heavy. “Why
don’t you come sit over here?” said my new teacher
as she gestured to a seat. I looked around at the
strangers’ faces, I felt like a shadow in broad
daylight, my cheeks turned red. As I gulped my throat
became dry, dry with no words, dry with anxiety, and
numb with feeling.
As I went to sit down the teacher explained to
the class who I was, until finally most eyes were off
me and on the teacher giving directions. Except one
pair of eyes. One pair of eyes locked with mine.
Those pair of eyes were followed by what seem like
one simple smile. But that one simple smile warmed
my heart as I smiled back. For the split second it
lasted, that smile made me feel included, like maybe
the next year wouldn’t be so hard, like maybe I would
belong.
One more nerve racking moment still
remained: recess. As I walked onto the field the warm
air shot my face as the sun slowly heated my
shoulders. I looked around as kids immediately ran to

certain spots on the grass and to certain people. I felt
like the last leaf to fall off the tree during winter.
Then I caught sight of one girl, one girl who
motioned me over, and asked me if I wanted to play
with her and her friends. One girl that had given me a
warm hearted smile moments before. Little did I
know that she would become my best friend for the
next three years.
Sometimes you can feel like an outsider, like
you don’t belong, it happens to the best of us.
Sometimes all you need to do is give a sincere smile
to make someone’s day or in my case, three years.
One smile can make someone feel acknowledged,
cared for, and anything but invisible.
Even though I am not technically an
immigrant because I was born a citizen to the United
States, I do share much in common with an
immigrant. I understand the fear of starting a new life
and how hard it is to adjust to a whole new culture.
But I also understand the joy of getting to be a part of
two different cultures, double the friends, double the
knowledge, and double the experience. In the fourth
grade I had to learn to read and write in English,
adjust to a new curriculum, adjust to different
surroundings, and leave my life behind. But one
simple thing made the whole adjustment much easier.
Don’t look at immigrants as people who don’t
belong, they belong just as much as we do. Think of
those people like an us, not a them. Look at these
people like a friend you haven’t made yet, and make
their adjustment easier, with a smile.

OLD TOWN CRIER ISSUES
The Watertown Free Public Library has very
generously offered to digitize previous copies of our
newsletter. The Town Crier, and make them available
on the library’s website. They are searchable, too!
To see issues from 2014 and older, please go
to www.watertownlib.org/local-historv/town-crier
Newer issues are sent to members of the Historical
Society of Watertown on a quarterly basis.

Tha Nawslattar »f tha Historical Sociaty of Watartown
28 Mar^hiH Sired
Waicrlovn. MA (12472-^408

www.Histoiical$oclatyofV¥atartownMA.or9
<I7.923-«M7

The Town Crier has been published quarterly by the Historical Society of Watertown since 2000, and
intermittently prior to 2000. All issues more fftan three years old are prowded here thanks to the
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WATERTOWN COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION GRANT

POLE BANNERS OF
HISTORICAL PEOPLE WALK

The Historical Society of Watertown
recently received a grant from the Watertown
Community Foundation to create a booklet entitled
“What Happened in Watertown on July 18 and 19,
1776” and a portable PA system for Historical
Society lectures.
The grant paid for 150 copies of the booklet
that we passed out to attendees during our annual
celebration of the Reading of the Declaration of
Independence/Celebration & Reading of the Treaty
of Watertown on July 15'’’ this year. Our attendees
were very happy to be able to follow along with the
script, which not only explains why the Declaration
of Independence was read from a window in the
Fowle House and explains why the first
international treaty was signed in the Fowle House,
it also includes the text of both of these documents.

Have you noticed the banners hanging on the
poles in Watertown Square, Coolidge Square and by
the malls? Eleven people from Watertown are
featured on the banners. During Faire on the Square,
Historical Society Corresponding Secretary Mary
Spiers conducted two walking tours of the banners
and talked about the lives of each person featured

Stephanie Tirella, Paul Tamburello Jr. and Mary
Spiers by the Convers Francis banner on Main St.

Chief David Perley, Houlton Maliseet Chief
Clarissa Sabattis, Imelda Perley, Mass. Governor ’s
Councilor Marilyn Devaney, Maliseet Tribal Rep.
to the Maine House of Representatives Henry Bear,
Historical Society member Steve Steadman and
Historical Society Councilor Bob Childs

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
AWARDS
The Watertown Historical Commission
presented their annual awards this year on May 18^'’.
Awai'd recipients include:

Each speaker was heard loud and clear
thanks to the portable PA system that we set up by
the front stairs to the house where the ceremony
takes place.
Our thanks to the Community Foundation!

Watertown Free Public Library

“Digital display touch screens with maps and
markers of historical sites around Watertown”

The Richard E. Mastrangelo Memorial Award
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Joe and Kathy Butler of Butler and Sons
Landscaping

SAURO LANDSCAPING

“Offering of landscaping services for Arbor Day at
the Commanders Mansion in 2016”

The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need of a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@.saurolandscaping.com

Environmental Presentation Award
Dan Hogan and Andrea Santopietro of
Watertown Cable Network

“Creating a series featuring significant historical
properties in Watertown”
http://wcatv.org/ tag/historicwatertown/

Community Spirit Award

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION

Meg Winslow of Mount Auburn Cemetery

“Research and administrative support which led to
the submission of 225 forms to the Mass. Historical
Commission in January of 2016”

Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.

Historical Resources Preservation Award
Carol Katz, in her Capacity as the Vice
President of Marketing of Watertown
Savings Bank

“For partnering with the Historical Society to create
historical banners in Watertown and Coolidge
Squares”

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Email:

Citizenship Award
Congratulations to all the recipients and we
thank them all for the wonderful work they have done
to help keep Watertown’s history alive.

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are looking for a volunteer to be our
Programs Coordinator. We conduct four regularly
scheduled programs per year - in March, May
September and November. This task would include
arranging for speakers (the Board will help with
contacts and suggestions), creating a flyer (we have
a template) and reserving a venue - usually at the
Library.
Here are a few other volunteer opportunities:
• Participate in examining and cataloging items
from our collection
• Publicize events in the TAB & Watertown News
• Shovel snow in the winter or tend the garden in
the summer and fall
• Small repairs and building maintenance
There’s something for everyone. For more
information, please contact Joyce at 781-899-7239 or
joycekel@aol.com

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Margie Wayne - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary
OPEN - Recording Secretary
Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Ruth Arena
Robert Childs
Ninos Hanna
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
6

The Newsletter of the Historical Society of Watertown
28 Marshall Street
Watertown, MA 02472-3408

www.HistoricalSocietyofWatertownlVIA.org
Edmund Fowle House - 1772

617-923-6067
© All Rights Reserved

January 2018

THE FALLS AND DAM AT WATERTOWN
The following article was written by
Historical Society President Marilynne K. Roach.
Marilynne is also on the Board of the Watertown
Historical Commission.
After Watertown’s early settlers dammed
the Charles River to power a grist mill in 1634,
more mills followed over the centuries and another
dam replaced the first in 1814. This one, according
to the Charles River Watershed Association (i.e.
CRWA), included a fishway to help the migrating
shad and alewives reach their upstream spawning
grounds. The present dam dates from 1955 (after
Hurricane Diane damaged the older structure) and
the present fish ladder from 1972. All of these dams
made the fishes’ migrations more difficult. Where
early reports noted the great numbers of shad and
alewives, recent monitoring indicates that very few
shad are able to successfully leap the falls now even
with the fish ladder.
In addition, the Office of Dam Safety has
rated the aging dam as a “significant hazard” which,
if it broke, would cause considerable environmental
and property damage.
Consequently, in order to consider the
potential removal of the dam, the CRWA applied
for and received approval in 2016 from the
Department of Fish and Game Division of
Ecological Restoration’s Priority Project Program.
The CRWA, and the Department of Conservation &
Recreation (i.e. DCR), with the help of the Division
of Ecological Restoration’s staff, have been

researching a feasibility study to estimate what the
removal of the dam would involve.
According to the article “Group to study
removal of dam” in the Watertown TAB, (November
17, 2017), “Due to the historical significance of the
site, the CWRA plans to preserve any relevant
artifacts found during the dam removal, should the
project occur.” Naturally, we at the Historical
Society of Watertown can only applaud that
decision. Maybe the archaeologists will even find
fragments of the original stone dam.

Illustration of the fish weir by Marilynne Roach
However, nothing in that article or in other
pieces found on-line mentioned that the drop in
water level at this location was originally a natural
feature of the landscape well before the settlers built
anything there—certainly a significant detail.
When Historical Society of Watertown President
Marilynne Roach alerted the CRWA and the DCR
of the fact, Bill Hickey (DCR Community
Relations) replied that he had passed the
information on to the Office of Dam Safety. CRWA

“And I do further entreat you to lend Mr.
Craddock the help of your team a day or two to help
Carry the timber for building the mill at
Watertown.”
So, this is what the record tells us for certain:
• Watertown was founded in 1630.
• Wood refers to “a fall of fresh water” rather
than a dam, so the mill had not yet been
built when he visited the area in 1632 (when
the weir was constructed) or shortly
thereafter.
• Wood needed time to write his book and
return to England by sailing ship.
• Wood’s book was published in London in
1634.
• The mill eomplex was being constructed in
June 1634, the year Wood’s book was
published.
• Therefore, the dam was not yet present when
Wood described the “fall of waters.”
• This indicates that a natural fall existed
before the addition of later construction.

Aquatic Scientist Elisabeth Cianciola responded
that, as they had wondered if there had been a
natural fall at the site, they were pleased to now
have the references to confirm it and hope to
perhaps find remains of the natural ledge. CRWA is
also passing the information along to any
consultants that may be involved in the future.

The dam in Watertown Square
The facts about the fall are these:
The first published reference to the site
appears to be in William Wood’s 1634 NewEngland’s Prospect. Speaking of Watertown when
the settlement still clustered just over the present
Cambridge border near Mt. Auburn Hospital, Wood
wrote:
“A mile and a half from this Town, is a fall
of fresh waters, which convey themselves into the
Ocean through Charles River. A little below this fall
of waters, the inhabitants of Water-town have built
a Weir to catch Fish, wherein they take great store
of Shads and Alewives.”
Note that Wood calls the feature a “fall” not
a dam.
Since a weir needs to be constructed where
the tide changes the water level, this one was built
near the extent of the tide in the Charles River
where the fall prevented any further flow upstream.
According to Governor John Winthrop, as
he recorded in his journal under April 1632:
“A weir was erected by Watertown men
upon Charles River, three miles above the town,
where they took great store of shads.”
The mill complex was built in 1634. On
June 22, 1634, Thomas Mayhew wrote to John
Winthrop:

The fall may not have been as high as the
present dam which would have allowed easier
passage for now endangered migrating fish. But the
above facts strongly indicate that to remove the
drop in water level completely would obliterate a
natural feature that has probably been in place since
the glaciers retreated.
Sources (most of them also found on-line):
“The Great Dam at Watertown,” Elisabeth
Cianciola, Newton Conservators Newsletter,
Summer 2017
“Group to study removal of dam,” Watertown TAB,
November 17, 2017
William Wood, New-England’s Prospect, 1634.
John Winthrop, The History of New England from
1630 to 1649. John Winthrop. James Savage editor,
2 volumes. Boston: Little, Brown and Company,
1853. 1:87

The Winthrop Papers, Volume 111: 1631-1637.
Allyn Bailey Forbes, editor. Boston: Massachusetts
Historical Society, 1943. P. 169
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Edmund Fowle House by the newly formed United
States (represented by Massachusetts) and a foreign
power (the Mikmaq and St. John's Indian Nations).
The virtual tour is not narrated, but perhaps
it will interest you in the story of this house, or will
pique your interest in some of the artifacts that we
have on display and you will want to see them in
person. We are open for tours the
Sunday of
most months. Please check our website for dates
and times.
The tour is available through a link on the
homepage of our website.

TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR OF
THE FOWLE HOUSE
Several months ago, Peter DelRose from the
Mike DelRose Real Estate Team at RE/MAX
Leading Edge, offered to film a 360-degree digital
tour of the Edmund Fowle House, a tool they use to
promote properties they have for sale.
The tour allows you to see 360 degrees from
various points in the house, upstairs and down. You
can “walk” through the old kitchen and the library.
You can even get up close and personal with the
replicas of the John Singleton Copley paintings on
the wall of the “best parlor”.

Built in 1772, the Edmund Fowle House is the
headquarters of the Historical Society of Watertown

OLD TOWN CRIER ISSUES
The Watertown Free Public Library has very
generously offered to digitize previous copies of our
newsletter. The Town Crier, and make them available
on the library’s website. They are searchable, too!
To see issues from 2014 and older, please go
to www.watertownlib.org/locaI-historv/town-crier
Newer issues are sent to members of the Historical
Society of Watertown on a quarterly basis.

Our replica of John Singleton Copley ’s portrait of
Dr. Joseph Warren
Continue up the formal front staircase to the
historic Council Chamber on the second floor. This
is where the Executive Council of the Provincial
Congress met during the first year and a half of the
Revolutionary War. Such notables as John Adams
and Sam Adams show up in roll call several time
during this period. They actual walked on the floor
boards in that room!
Explore the items that hang on the walls,
including a copy of the Treaty of Watertown, the
first international treaty, signed on July 19, 1776 in
that Council Chamber on the second floor of the
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prompt audience members to wonder what treasures
may be lurking in their own old family boxes.
In September, Elizabeth Merrick will
discuss her book “Be There Then: A Guide to
Exploring Greater Boston's Historic House
Museums” which features colorful profiles of over
40 historic houses in the Boston area, including the
Edmund Fowle House and the Browne House. In
addition to the historic houses in Watertown, the
book includes house museums in Cambridge,
Belmont, Waltham, and numerous surrounding
communities including Boston.
Our November y"* (date tentative) program
will feature Emily Sweeney, staff reporter at the
Boston Globe, who will give a slideshow lecture
about her book “Gangland Boston: A Tour Through
the Deadly Streets of Organized Crime”. Gangsters
have played a shady role in shaping Greater
Boston's history. While lurking in local restaurants
or just around the corner inside an inconspicuous
building, countless criminals have quietly made
their mark on the city and surrounding
communities. Drawing upon years of research and
an extensive collection of rare photographs, Emily
will talk about some of these gangs and gangsters,
including the Winter Hill Gang and Whitey Bulger.
Members will receive a flyer in the mail in
advance of the program.

UPCOMING 2018 PROGRAMS
This year our four public programs will be
presented by four different authors who will give
slideshow lectures.
Our program on March 21** will be given by
Barbara Donohue, author of the book “Copp’s Hill:
Evolution of a Puritan Burying Place 1659-The
Present”, discussing the Copp’s Hill Burying
Ground in Boston’s North End, and other colonial
burying grounds. During her talk, Ms. Donohue will
discuss some of the fascinating, forgotten stories
she has found while conducting research for
Preservation Management Plans for colonial
burying grounds as well as for this book.

CHATEAU FUNDRAISER
The Historical Society extends thanks to
everyone who went to the Chateau Restaurant in
Waltham last summer and used the coupon we
provided for our fundraiser. The Chateau very
generously donated 20% of the food and beverage
proceeds to our organization.

The cover of Barbara Donohue ’s book
Our May 17*** (date tentative) program will
be presented by Corinne Smith who recently created
a program about the more than 100 letters she
discovered from 16 different servicemen that her
mother had corresponded with during World War II.
She tracked down some of their descendants and
returned some of the letters. She has a blog about
this project called “Mom’s WWII Letters”. Learn
about her on-going project, and hear some of the
stories of the men, their experiences, and what their
relatives have to say today. This program may

RECENT DONATIONS
The Historical Society of Watertown has
received several donations of artifacts this year,
including:
From Mary Ellen Murphy of Falmouth - a
ceramic tile and a pewter plate, both with the town
seal on them
4

The exhibit allows you to explore the
influence of three major players in Watertown’s
history and innovation.

From David Ciccarelli - a large quantity of
old photos of Watertown, most are copies of those on
the library website, a scrapbook of published
Historical Society essays from 1890 that belonged to
Ruth Bradford, several books including “Town
Records Vol.l”, “Great Little Watertown”,
“Watertown: 5 Walking Tours”, “Watertown: Town
on the Charles”, “Recollections of Watertown” and a
Chamber of Commerce publication
From Philip Garber of Brighton - the book
“Historical Sketches” by Solon Whitney and a glass
quart milk bottle from Watertown Dairy
From Bob Erickson - a framed American
Legion Certificate from 1926, a Boy Scout guidon
flag from Troop 21, a Bicentennial commemorative
medal with the Town Seal, a 1930 commemorative
pin with a ribbon, books “The Ancient Parish”, “This
is Watertown” and Zoning By-laws from 1964
From Arthur Napolitano of Lyndeborough,
NH - 10 black-and-white photos of downed trees on
streets in Watertown after the 1938 hurricane
From the Ridgefield Historical Society in
Connecticut - a map of the original allotments of
Land from Bond’s Genealogy
From David Robinson of Mystic, CT - an 11
14 X 20” family tree/genealogy in a “fan” mode of the
Pratt/Robinson families
From Sandra Narinian - a wedding invitation
for Mary Jane Campbell & John Joseph Rattigan of
34 Cuba St on 10/10/1900 and 6 old postcards of
Watertown sites

The home page of the new touchscreen exhibit
All of the quotes, photos and documents you
see in the exhibit can be found in the library’s Local
History Room on the second floor. In addition,
many of the digitized materials included in the
displays are available 24/7 via the library’s website,
http://www.watertownlib.org.

Our thanks go out to all of our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown’s history for future
generations.

NEW “EXHIBIT” AT THE
WATERTOWN LIBRARY

A

The Watertown Free Public Library has a
new “exhibit” on their touchscreens. Visitors can
learn more about Hood Rubber, Watertown’s
Textile Mills (Bemis Mills, later called Aetna Mills)
and the Watertown Arsenal by navigating through
the interactive digital displays. There is a screen to
the right as you enter from the parking lot and
another on the 2nd floor next to the Reference Desk.

Jtk .4W» ^

1850 Map of Watertown with roads, hachures,
landowners ’ names, schoolhouses, churches, etc.
Don’t miss the old maps (1850 and 1874)
and old photos also hanging on the hallway walls
outside the meeting room on the first floor of Civil
War and World War I veterans.
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SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need of a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscaping.com

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION

Civil War Veterans near the corner of Main and Mt
Auburn Streets circa 1912-1938

Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public programs that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We also have volunteer opportunities - you
don’t have to become a member of the Board. Here
are a few volunteer opportunities that are currently
available:
• Participate in examining and cataloging items
from our collection
• Publicize events in the TAB & Watertown News
• Shovel snow in the winter
• Learn to give tours of the Edmund Fowle House
• Tend to the garden in the summer and fall
• Small repairs and building maintenance
There’s something for everyone. For more
information, please contact Joyce at 781-899-7239 or
joycekel@aol.com

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Email:
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

YOUR ADDRESS LABEL
AND YOUR DUES

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Margie Wayne - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary
OPEN POSITION - Recording Secretary

The address labels on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society reflect the fiscal
year for which you have paid your dues. Our fiscal
year runs May 1 through April 30. If your label
reads “Apr 17 - 18” your dues are paid through
April 2018. If you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current flscal year.

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Ruth Arena
Robert Childs
Ninos Hanna
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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THE SCANDAL OF ANNE WHITNEY’S
SCULPTURE OF CHARLES SUMNER
I’m sure many of you Watertown history fans
remember the “Echoes” column that Sigrid Reddy
Watson wrote for several years for the Watertown
TAB/Press beginning in 1997. Ms. Watson was the
Director of the Watertown Free Public Library from
1971-1989 and President of the Historical Society of
iVatertown from 2001-2003.

Sigrid Reddy Watson Terman at a book-signing event
in the Watertown Free Public Library
Ms. Watson’s weekly column was about
Watertown history. She covered subjects including
Watertown during the Revolution, the Arsenal,
vomen’s suffrage, the Fowles, renowned local people
and buildings and houses, our many ethnic groups,
the industries that made Watertown a place to settle in
during the 19“’ and early 20“’ centuries, and many

other subjects. All of these columns are now
compiled in her new book, “Watertown Echoes”,
available for purchase through the Historical Society
of Watertown ($10.00).
We have printed one of the columns (Jan 21,
1999) from her book here for your enjoyment.

Charles Sumner, 1811 - 1874, was a senator
from Massachusetts. His statue stands in Harvard
Square to signify his fame as an orator and a leader
of the abolitionist cause. In the heat of the anti
slavery fight, he was attacked on the floor of the
Senate by Preston “Bully” Brooks, a Congressman
from South Carolina. Anne Whitney, the sculptor of
the monument of Sumner in Cambridge, became
well known as a woman artist of the latter half of
the nineteenth century. After Sumner’s death, a
Boston commission was formed to select a sculptor
to design and execute a statue in his memory. The
contest was the cause of a famous scandal with
repercussions in the women’s movement.
Anne Whitney was born in the Hunt House
on Galen Street in 1821, the youngest of the seven
children of Nathaniel Ruggles Whitney and his wife
Sarah Stone Whitney. Both were descendants of old
Watertown families, and through her mother Ann
was related to Lucy Stone, the defender of women’s
rights. She was well acquainted with Harriet
Hosmer, being only nine years older, but she was
quite a different personality, although, like Harriet,
she early resolved to devote her life to art. Also, like

competition. From the three finalists, each of whom
was awarded a $500 prize, her work was chosen the
winner. When it was discovered, however, that the
winner was a woman, the Boston Art Committee
rescinded their decision, stating the “no woman
should attempt to model a man’s legs; it was
indelicate and would never be successftil.” The
commission was awarded to Thomas Ball. Anne
swallowed her hurt pride and went to call on Ball,
for both were living in Italy, to congratulate him. To
her family at home she wrote, “Bury your
grievance, it will take more than the Boston Art
Committee to quench me.”

her friend Celia Thaxter, who lived in Watertown,
she was a published poet.

A drawing ofAnne Whitney (1821-1915)
Anne Whitney had been acquainted with
Charles Sumner. She shared his devotion to causes
of social justice. Unlike Harriet Hosmer,
Watertown’s other woman sculptor, much of
Whitneys’ work was political in nature. Because her
family was well off, she was free to portray and
exhibit her work, often controversial, without
worrying about money. She thought that Harriet
(who needed the money) cheapened her work by
making too many copies, and is said to have
purposely missed the boat that would have taken her
to Rome with Harriet.
When, after Sumner’s death in 1869, it was
announced that the Boston Art Committee,
appointed for the purpose, was opening a
competition for a memorial sculpture of him,
Whitney was eager to enter because she had known
Sumner when he was a classmate of her brother
Alexander’s at Harvard. “Alleck,” as he was called,
had died of tuberculosis in 1842, and it is said that
Anne believed that had he lived he might have been
as much a leader in the abolitionist movement as
Sumner had become.
Anne Whitney submitted the plaster model
of Charles Sumner that you can see on the first floor
of the Watertown Public Library (Editor’s Note - it
is now on the second floor) in 1870; her entry was
one of twenty-eight “blind” submissions in the

Plaster model of Whitney’s statue of Charles
Sumner in the Watertown Free Public Library
After that rejection Anne resolved never
again to participate in a public competition, but she
had many private commissions, often portraying
champions of freedom or those oppressed by the
lack of it. Her statue of Sam Adams, completed in
1875, stand in Statuary Hall in the U. S. Capitol and
a copy of the same statue can be seen in front of
Faneuil Hall in Boston. She also created sculptures
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of William Lloyd Garrison, editor of The Liberator,
and Toussaint L’Ouverture, the liberator of Haiti,
whom she portrayed in the cell where he had been
^^mprisoned by Napoleon.

the constitutional monarchy of King Victor
Emmanuel. At the time female figures were often
used a symbols of cities or of causes, and in 1869
Anne Whitney’s representation of Rome as an old
beggar woman caused a sensation. Her statues of
“Africa,” a recumbent figure figuratively awakening
to freedom, and “La Modele,” a portrait bust of an
old woman interpreted as symbolizing France, were
exhibited as female allegorical figures at the
Philadelphia Centennial Exposition in 1876. In
1893 she exhibited marble busts of four outstanding
women, including her cousin Lucy Stone and
Harriet Beecher Stowe, and later portrayed Harriet
Martineau, the British reformer who opposed
slavery and the subjection of women, for Wellesley
College. It was later destroyed in the fire at College
Hall in 1914.
In addition to the plaster model for the statue
of Charles Sumner, which was given to the library
in 1889 by Anne’s brother Edward, the library
received a loan of a plaster model of Shakespeare,
designed for a fountain but never executed, and a
model or a portrait bust of the poet Keats. Several
of her works are at Wellesley College, where her
papers are collected.

,

Anne Whitney was inspired by Margaret
Fuller, whose book. Woman in the 19'^ Century,
published in 1845, was a forerunner of the women’s
suffrage movement, giving an impassioned but
reasoned argument for the full development of
women as autonomous individuals. Through her
cousin Lucy Stone, who had married into the
Blackwell family, Anne met Dr. Elizabeth
Blackwell, the first woman to receive an American
medical degree. Encouraged by her family, Anne
had a small studio in Watertown and later one in
Belmont, built by one of her brothers and called
’’The Shanty.” She studied with William Rimmer
and spent a year in New York and Philadelphia
studying anatomy. After the Civil War was over she
was able to go to Rome, for only there could artists
work with nude models.
)
In 1867 Whitney arrived in Rome. It was
still occupied by the troops of Napoleon III,
although Italy had been united for six years under

Anne Whitney’s “Shakespeare” in the Watertown
Free Public Library, on loan from the Historical
Society of Watertown
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Mary described the many chores everyone,
including children, had to do to help out. The Troop
is trying to learn a little more about their heritage
and the early days. Two of the older Daisies are
working towards completing a Girl Scout badge.
One of the requirements is to learn more about their
community and explain to others what they have
learned.

Whitney had her studio at 92 Mount Vernon
St. in Boston for many years, but moved to an
apartment in Charlesgate in 1893. During the winter
of 1899-1900, newly commissioned by a group of
friends, she worked in secret in a studio outside
Boston on her final version of the colossal statue of
Charles Sumner, which shows him holding a book.
In 1902, in her eightieth year, she had the
satisfaction, finally, of seeing her seated bronze
figure of Sumner placed on its present location
across from Harvard Law School. Anne Whitney
was less interested in personal fame than in the
expression of her convictions through her work for,
as she said, her art was “too intrinsic for renown.”
She died in her 94**’ year, having demonstrated that
she was, in her own words, “unquenchable.”

The Daisy Troop posing with their new patches
The troop was very interested to hear about
the history of their home town. At the completion of
the tour, the Daisies received a patch with a likeness
of the Fowle House on it for their vmiforms.

2017 WSB CUSTOMER
CHOICE AWARDS
Each year, the Watertown Savings Bank
helps support local civic and non-profit
organizations that make a significant contribution to
the quality of life in our community by giving away
a substantial amount of money to help these groups
continue their important work. This year Watertown
Savings Bank customers voted on the distribution of
$75,000 to 31 local community organizations.
Dollars awarded were based on the number of votes
each organization received.
We are pleased to report that the Historical
Society of Watertown received $1,350. Thank you to
all who voted for us and to Watertown Savings Bank

Anne Whitney ’s statue of Charles Sumner stands in
Harvard Square across from Harvard Yard

DAISY GIRL SCOUT VISIT
In January we had a visit from the Daisy
Girl Scouts. Corresponding Secretary Mary Spiers
gave the children a tour of the house and spoke to
them about the life of children in colonial days.
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for their generosity to the
organizations that benefited.

many

book includes house museums in Cambridge,
Belmont, Waltham, and numerous surrounding
communities including Boston.
Our November 7*'’ (date tentative) program
will feature Emily Sweeney, staff reporter at the
Boston Globe, who will give a slideshow lecture
about her book “Gangland Boston: A Tour Through
the Deadly Streets of Organized Crime”. Gangsters
have played a shady role in shaping Greater
Boston's history. While lurking in local restaurants
or just around the comer inside an inconspicuous
building, countless criminals have quietly made
their mark on the city and surrounding
communities. Drawing upon years of research and
an extensive collection of rare photographs, Emily
will talk about some of these gangs and gangsters,
including the Winter Hill Gang and Whitey Bulger.
Members will receive a flyer in the mail in
advance of the program.

non-profit

NEW DIGITAL DISPLAY
EXHIBIT” AT THE LIBRARY

Historical Society President Marilynne Roach at the
ceremony

The Watertown Free Public Library has a
new “exhibit” on their touchscreens. In this age of
instant messaging, it’s easy to forget that for
centuries, people communicated via letters. On the
touchscreens, the library presents seven letters that
reveal stories Irom Watertown’s past.
There is a screen to the right as you enter
from the parking lot and another on the 2nd floor
next to the Reference Desk.

UPCOMING 2018 PROGRAMS
Our May 17'*’ program will be presented by
Corinne Smith who recently created a program
about the more than 100 letters she discovered fi'om
16 different servicemen that her mother had
corresponded with during World War II. She
tracked down some of their descendants and
returned some of the letters. She has a blog about
this project called “Mom’s WWII Letters”. Learn
about her on-going project, and hear some of the
stories of the men, their experiences, and what their
relatives have to say today. This program may
prompt audience members to wonder what treasures
may be lurking in their own old family boxes.
In September, Elizabeth Merrick will
discuss her book “Be There Then: A Guide to
Exploring Greater Boston's Historic House
Museums” which features colorful profiles of over
10 historic houses in the Boston area, including the
Edmund Fowle House and the Browne House. In
addition to the historic houses in Watertown, the

The Library ’s “Dear Watertown ’’ digital exhibit of
some of the letters in their collection
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BECOME A BOARD MEMBER

SAURO LANDSCAPING

The Historical Society of Watertown is
seeking additional Council members to serve on its
board. The Council is made up of all volunteers with
diverse backgrounds and skills who execute the day
to day business of the Historical Society. The Council
also plans and coordinates programs, activities and
initiatives in addition to providing direction and
planning for the future. If you are interested in
becoming more involved and helping make decisions
on the Society’s future, please contact Joyce Kelly at
joycekel@aol.com or at 781-899-7239.

The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need of a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscaping.com

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public programs that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We also have volunteer opportunities - you
don’t have to become a member of the Board. Here
are a few volunteer opportunities that are currently
available:
• Participate in examining and cataloging items
from our collection
• Publicize events in the TAB & Watertown News
• Shovel snow in the winter
• Learn to give tours of the Edmund Fowle House
• Tend to the garden in the summer and fall
• Small repairs and building maintenance
There’s something for everyone. For more
information, please contact Joyce at 781-899-7239 or
joycekel@aol.com

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Email:
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

______________
$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

YOUR ADDRESS LABEL
AND YOUR DUES

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Margie Wayne - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary
OPEN POSITION - Recording Secretary

The address labels on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society reflect the fiscal
year for which you have paid your dues. Our fiscal
year runs May 1 through April 30. If your label
reads “Apr 18 - 19” your dues are paid through
April 2019. If you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year.

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Ruth Arena
Robert Childs
Ninos Hanna
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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