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MERCY OTIS WARREN - ABOLITIONIST
The following story was written by Historical
Society o f Watertown board member Mary Spiers.
Mary is our Recording and Corresponding Secretary.

for the Sons o f Liberty and other duties associated
with the war effort.

I have to credit the blizzard of February, 2013
for the inspiration to pick up a copy o f Snow-Bound
' y John Greenleaf Whittier and thereby find this
ugget of historical gold on Mercy Otis Warren. I
also utilized the library at the Massachusetts
Historical Society to research Mercy's poems.
Mercy Otis Warren, bom in 1728, who we
think o f today as ‘“the Conscience o f the American
Revolution" and a "Founding Mother,” is the graceful
lady in the blue dress in the John Singleton Copley
iconic portrait o f her that hangs in the Boston
Museum o f Fine Arts. A copy hangs on the walls o f
the Edmund Fowle House, now home to the
Historical Society o f Watertown. This house was in
1775 a scene o f much bustling activity as the seat o f
the provincial government during the outset o f the
War for Independence. Following the death o f Dr.
Joseph Warren at the Battle o f Bunker Hill in June.
1775, the title o f President o f the Massachusetts
Provincial Congress was succeeded to by attorney
James Warren whose Executive Council met at the
Fowle House. The Legislative Body met in the near
by meeting house on the edge o f the Common Street
^emetery. James Warren lived at the Fowle House as
me would allow, that is. when he wasn't traveling
about as
Paymaster
General
for General
Washington's Continental Army or on an assignment

Copy o f John Singleton Copley's portrait o f Mercy
Otis Warren that hangs in the Edmund Fowle House
His actual farmstead was in Plymouth, set on
land familiar to his Mayflower ancestors and nowoverseen by his wife and mother o f his five sons.
Mercy Otis Warren. She would visit James in
Watertown when she could. She like her husband had
been raised on Cape Cod with her father a circuit
judge and wealthy merchant in West Barnstable.

was in great need o f tender mercies. The poet
writes:...''W e sped the time with stories old. Wrought
puzzles out. and riddles told. Or stammered from our
school book lore '“The Chief o f Gambia's golden
shore." How often since, when all the land Was clay
in Slavery's shaping hand. As if a trumpet stirred.
I've heard Dame Mercy Warren's rousing word:

They lived in a mansion surrounded by acres o f land
with a foreman to manage an assemblage o f farm
laborers including indentured servants, American
Indians and at least one African slave. Mercy was one
o f thirteen children, only seven of whom survived to
maturity. Her mother was Mary Allyne Otis, a great
granddaughter o f Mayflower passenger Edward
Dotey. With the loss o f six infant siblings, Mercy
found herself as first daughter, a key player in
running the household.

“Does not the voice o f reason cry.
Claim the first right which Nature gave,
From the red scourge o f bondage fly,
Nor deign to live a burdened slave.'’
In the same way, her brother, the patriot
James Otis, espoused a soul-stirring plea in his “The
Rights o f the British Colonies Asserted and Proved"
in 1764: “...slavery is so ill and miserable an estate
o f man, and so directly opposite to the generous
temper and courage o f our nation, that ‘tis hard to be
conceived that an Englishman, much less a
gentleman, should plead for it."
Perhaps it was the old rural New England
custom o f gathering together the field hands at the
main meal in either the kitchen or the dining room
that brought young Mercy into acquaintance with the
less fortunate in her farm household. She came to
know and appreciate early on what working together
for the common good meant and she never forgot.
Whittier, in turn, honored her yearning for the slave
to breathe free. We in the present can see her better
now thanks to Whittier, as more than just a brilliant
thinker, but as a woman o f history, clearly ahead o f
her time.

Copy o f John Singleton Copley's portrait o f James
Warren that hangs in the Edmund Fowle House
During her lifetime, Mercy Otis Warren wrote
and published many poems anonymously and in 1790
wrote a volume o f poems and plays entitled Poems.
Dramatic and Miscellaneous. In 1805 at the age o f
77, she published her magnum opus, her threevolume, The History o f the Rise, Progress and
Termination o f the American Revolution—the first
history o f this event written by a woman.
One o f Mercy Otis Warren's verses found its
way into the work o f Quaker abolitionist and poet,
John Greenleaf Whittier when he composed his
memorable and much-loved poem Snowbound: A
Winter Idyl. She died in 1814 when the yet-to-be
Fireside Poet was only seven years of age. Yet there
was a common belief held by both and spanning time
and place: a respect for the dignity o f man and a love
o f freedom for all. When Whittier's poem was
published by Ticknor and Fields in 1866. our country

In 2008, award-winning author Nancy Rubin
Stuart wrote a book drawn from the correspondence
o f Mercy Otis Warren, much o f it published for the
first time. “The Muse of
the Revolution: The
Secret Pen o f Mercy
Otis Warren and the
Founding o f a Nation”
is available for purchase
in stores for $28.95
and at the Edmund
Fowle House for $23.95.
To purchase a copy
please contact Joyce
at 781-899-7239
or iovcekel fraol.com.
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father's store. In 1932, he opened his second store
in Newtonville, and in 1937 expanded to Wellesley.
In 1948 they opened another store in Newtonville
which was their first supermarket. Here, they used
the earliest microwave in the store's luncheonette.
Prior to this time, food markets were grocery
stores, the mom & pop corner store, the meat
market, produce stands. They were small, cozy, and
provided personal attention: but most times you had
to go to several stores to shop. Food was not pre
packaged, and you asked the butcher for a pound o f
lamb chops or ground beef. Life was slower then:
you waited while the butcher selected the meat,
sought your approval, then prepared it.

STEPHEN MUGAR
(1901 - 1982)
In October o f 2005 the Friends o f Mount
Auburn Cemetery and the Historical Society o f
Watertown joined together to give a guided tour o f
the gravesites of several notable people who once
resided in Watertown. The lives o f our Watertown
notables were recalled by members o f the Historical
Society Council and Historical Society volunteers.
The following information was presented by the late
Pam Pinsky, former Vice President o f the Historical
Society o f Watertown.
When you go to the supermarket, you buy
meat that is pre-packaged in shrink wTap; your
onions come in mesh string bags; items are unitpriced (e.g., a 13 ounce can o f coffee is unit-priced
per pound so that you can compare the value against
other coffees packed in 12 ounce cans); when you
check out. you can have your purchases packed in
paper bags; and often times, your bags are put in
boxes and sent out on conveyor belt. All o f these
innovations that we take for granted were developed
>y Stephen P. Mugar at 28 Mt. Auburn St., home o f
he original Star Market.

Inside view o f Star Market on Mt. Auburn St. 1921
(Courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library)
Over the years, the cousins developed the
innovations mentioned above. Markets became selfserve, one-stop shopping, known as supermarkets.
With DuPont, they developed pre-packaging for
meats and fruits and vegetables, and the mesh string
bags for onions. They worked with Union Paper
Bag Co. to develop stronger & larger paper bags.
Because o f the Mugars, Massachusetts became the
first state in the nation to mandate unit pricing.
For their employees, they had employee
benefits like profit sharing and time off for school:
in 1963 they were the first to build a store over the
Mass. Pike.
Stephen was a great philanthropist. He loved
books and gave generously to Boston University's
and Northeastern's libraries. A building at the
Fletcher School o f Law and Diplomacy at Tufts is
called Mugar Hall. The Armenian Library and

Star Market on Mt. Auburn Street circa 1920
(Courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library)
Stephen P. derMugardichian was born in
Karpert. Armenia, and immigrated to this country as
a very young child. In 1916. his father Sarkis Mugar
(the family shortened their name) bought a small
market at 28 Mt. Auburn St. and called it Star
Market. The family lived on Bartlett St. at the top o f
'alfrey Hill. In 1922 Sarkis was killed in an
automobile accident, and Stephen, along with his
cousin John, took over the management o f his
3

Museum o f America is called the Mugar Building.
His son David is the primary force behind the
annual Fourth o f July concert and fireworks on the
Esplanade.
The building at 28 Mt. Auburn St. still
stands, physically unchanged.

THIRD GRADE BUS TOUR

Mr. Mugar*s gravesite at Mount Auburn Cemetery

RECENT DONATIONS
The Historical Society o f Watertown has
received several donations of artifacts this year,
including:
From Richard L. Brown o f Midlothian. VA a self published book on the Browne House. Browne
genealogy and associated written research
From the Stow Historical Society o f Stow,
MA - a glass Speedwell Farms milk bottle
From Leona Mason - a sepia toned photo of
St. Patrick's Church sanctuary
From Phyllis DiAndrea o f Waltham - a book
“Women, Art, and Society" with commentary on
Watertown artists Harriet Hosmer and Anne Whitney
From Karl Schwerin of Albuquerque, NM Various copies o f papers, newspaper articles,
obituaries, family trees, photos & correspondence o f
several members o f the "Scientific Whitney" family
descended from John and Elinor Whitney
From Katherine Downes - a photograph
album o f 8 x 10 color photos o f the First Parish
Church, before and during demolition in 1975

Third graders on the stairs at Town Hall
In June, Bob Childs (in colonial attire at top
o f stairs) led several bus tours for the 3 rd graders at
the Cunniff. Hosmer and Lowell schools.
This annual bus tour brings to life the
coloring book. Early Watertown. 1630-1776,
provided by the Historical Society to the Watertown
and distributed to all the third grade classes. The
coloring book is used in their curriculum.

RENT THE FOWLE HOUSE
FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT
Built in 1772, the Edmund Fowle House is
the second oldest surviving house in Watertown. At
the beginning o f the American Revolution it served as
headquarters for the executive branch o f the
Massachusetts government from June 1775 to
September 1776. Not only did Sam Adams. John
Adams, James Otis. Joseph Warren and other patriots

Our thanks go out to all o f our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown's history for future
generations.
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meet in this place, but the nation's first international
treaty was signed here by representatives o f the brand
new United States and the Mi'kMaq and St. John
ndians of Nova Scotia.

up with the idea o f designing a patch that the scouts
and students could put on their jacket, shirt, vest or
backpack. She has recently redesigned the patch.
The very handsome patch has our logo on it
- a line drawing o f the 1772 Edmund Fow le House
- in yellow, and the new design shows the shutters
and shrubbery in green, and the chimney and
lettering in red..
Every child that visits the Fowle House or is
part o f the 3rd grade bus tour will receive one o f our
new patches. Adults are welcome to have one, too!

The South Parlor o f the Edmund Fowle House decked
out for a party
Returned to its former glory by a thorough,
prize-winning restoration, the Edmund Fowle House
is both a museum and headquarters for the Historical
Society o f Watertown. Available for small group
entals, this historic setting is suitable for social
celebrations or corporate events.
The first floor is available at $125. an hour,
two hours minimum, and accommodates 35 to 40
people. An event manager will be on site for the
duration o f your rental period to greet your guests and
assist with vendor coordination of setup and
breakdown. Historical reenactment characters are also
available to act as greeters and tour guides, if desired.
Please call the Historical Society o f Watertown at
617-923-6067 for details and a complete list o f
guidelines.

The new Historical Society’patch given to students

REQUEST FOR 1930 HIGH
SCHOOL YEARBOOK
In November 2011. Elizabeth and Steven
Skolnick donated 39 Watertown High School
graduation photos from 1930 to the Historical
Society. The photos originally belonged to
Elizabeth’s father, Alfred Lawson. Some o f them had
a first name signed on the bottom, but many o f them
had no identification at all.
Using the 1930 High School Year Book at
the Watertown Free Public Library, Collections
Committee Chair. Joyce Kelly, was able to identify
every one o f the students in the photos. We would
love to have a copy o f this yearbook in our collection.
If any o f our readers have one to donate, please
contact Joyce at 781-899-7239 or iovcekel@aol.com.

“EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE”
PATCHES
Through the efforts o f Peggy Anderson, our
Education Committee Chair, several student
outreach program are scheduled every spring. We
wanted to give the students something to take home
.o remind them o f their visit with the Historical
Society at the Edmund Fowle House. Peggy came
5

CALL FOR ADDITIONAL
BOARD MEMBERS

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn o f the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need o f a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscapinu.com

The Historical Society o f Watertown is
seeking additional Council members to serve on its
board. The Council is made up o f all volunteers with
diverse backgrounds and skills who execute the day
to day business o f the Historical Society. The Council
also plans and coordinates programs, activities and
initiatives in addition to providing direction and
planning for the future. We now have nine Council
members and are looking to increase that to eleven.
If you are interested or know someone who is,
please contact Joyce Kelly at joycekel@aol.com or at
781-899-7239.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication o f
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year, including
our July 18th event that celebrates the reading o f the
Declaration o f Independence and commemoration o f
the signing o f the 1776 Treaty o f Watertown which
both took place at the Edmund Fowle House.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are looking for a volunteer to be our
Programs Coordinator. We conduct four regularly
scheduled programs per year - in March. May
September and November. This task would include
arranging for speakers and reserving a venue usually at the Library.
We are also looking for a volunteer to be our
Refreshments Coordinator for our public programs.
This would involve bringing beverages and cookies
as well as napkins and cups to our four programs
If you are interested, please contact Joyce at
781-899-7239 orjoycekel@aol.com

N am e:____________________
Address:__________________
City, State, Z ip :____________
Em ail:___________________
_____Individual
_____Senior / Student
_____ Household
_____Friend
_____Contributor
_____Patron
Donation

YOUR ADDRESS LABEL
AND YOUR DUES

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$ 100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown. MA 02472.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS

The address labels on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society reflect the fiscal
year for which you have paid your dues. Our fiscal
year runs May 1 through April 30. If your label
reads “Apr 13 - 14" your dues are paid through
April 2014. If you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year. The bulk o f the
Historical Society's operating budget comes from
membership dues.

Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary
Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Robert Childs
E. Joyce Munger
Jon Spector
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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WATERTOWN HELPS OUT WATERTOWN VOLUNTEER DAY
Dozens o f residents volunteered the weekend
of May 10 to take part in the Watertown Community
Foundation's first ever Volunteer Day, aptly named
“Watertown Helps Out” (WHO).
Many non-profits in town are run totally bv
volunteers or are short staffed, and they need help to
accomplish some o f their every day tasks. Seventeen
Watertown non-profits signed up to request
volunteers to help them paint, do yard work, put in air
conditioners, wash toys, and build a fence.
The Historical Society is one o f these non
profits. We requested volunteers to help us paint the
Visitors Center in the Edmund Fowle House, put
mulch in the Fowle House gardens, and hang the new
curtains in the Fowle House parlors.

Lisa and Lara Cordeiro mulch the garden

We had six people volunteer to help us:
Emma Weiss. Lisa Torilli and her daughter Samantha
McFarland. Lisa Cordiero and her daughter Lara and
Karl Neugebauer. Several Historical Society
Councilors also pitched in. including Peggy Anderson
(who supervised the yard work), Audrey Jones
Childs, Bob Childs, Joyce Kelly, Jon Spector (who
supervised the painting o f the Visitors Center in the
Fowle House) and Margie Wayne.
The biggest help was with the yard work.
What usually takes Peggy many hours over several
weekends was completed by 6 or 7 people in a few
hours.

Lisa Torilli and her daughter Samantha McFarland
rake debris from the Fowle House garden

winners were chosen by a panel o f Historical Society
Council members. The awards were presented in June
in the high school lecture hall.
Third place went to 10th grader Karet
Alhady for his essay on ‘'Watertown and WW1 .
Second place went to 9th grader Janaki Thangaraj for
her essay on "Perkins School for the Blind”. First
place went to 10th grader Arshdeep Singh (Singh won
3rd place last year) for his essay on ‘'America's
Arsenal" which is printed here.
You can read all three essays on our website
at www.historicalsocietyofvvatertownma.org.

Some volunteers had a favorite non-profit and
helped out there. Some had been interested in one in
particular but didn't know how to get involved.
Others just wanted to help out wherever they were
needed. This was their chance to meet some o f the
people who run these organizations and see what they
do.
The Community Foundation held a 'Thank
You” party that afternoon from 3:00 to 5:00 on the
grounds o f the Arsenal Mall to thank all o f the
participants and volunteers. There was delicious food,
exciting music and lots o f good company.
All o f the non-profits were very pleased with
the turnout and VERY grateful to the Community
Foundation for organizing this wonderful way o f
giving back to the Watertown community. And. o f
course, we couldn't do what we do without the
volunteers. We all hope it becomes a yearly event.

The centerpiece o f the American Revolution
is the struggle for personal independence. As
persecution in the New World colonies continued,
colonists began to view themselves as different
people than the British, and began their struggle for a
new identity. Individuality, highly regarded as a
prime American principle, is clearly evident in the
history o f the Watertown Arsenal. Whether directly in
times o f war or indirectly in times o f social upheaval,
the Watertown Arsenal has been a symbol o f
individuality and American fundamentals.
The Watertown Arsenal was built between
1816 and 1829, and served as one o f the nation's fr
military arsenals. Designed by Alexander Parris. w«.v,
also designed Faneuil Hall (Editor’s Note: More
specifically, Parris designed the Quincy Market
Buildings in Faneuil Hall Marketplace) in Boston, the
Watertown Arsenal was chosen to replace the arsenal
at Charlestown. MA. which was handed over to the
US Navy during the War o f 1812. Watertown was
selected because o f its close distance to the city, was
near water, had accessible materials, and had
protective elevation.
Some buildings stored
ammunition and arms, while others served as houses
for small repairmen. Later, during the Civil War. the
Arsenal was expanded to meet the demand for gun
carriages and large industrial buildings were added.
Railroad tracks supplied steel, coal, and oil. and by
the end o f the Second World War. the Arsenal
employed more than 10.000 people.
Although war is very violent and destructive,
it can also be extremely profiting and beneficial. The
Civil War responded to social and political issues and
stimulated Radical Reconstruction, which brought
changes such as the Thirteenth. Fourteenth, a:
Fifteenth Amendments that abolished slavery a:
involuntary servitude, defined citizenship and
naturalization, and outlawed the denial o f the right to

HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY
CONTEST
Every year the Historical Society o f
Watertown sponsors the Historical Society Award
for the best history essay submitted by a high school
student. Students had their choice o f four themes:
an individual, ethnic group, landmark or historical
event in Watertown and its significance to the town
and region.

Janaki Thangaraj, Kareem Alhady, Arshdeep Singh
and Social Studies Coordinator Kraig Gustafson
The 1st place winner received $300; the 2nd
and 3rd place winners received $100 each. The
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vote based on race or color. After the Great War. the
United States emerged as the world's lone economic
superpower, which was possible only because
manufacturers mobilized their industries to meet war
demands. In addition, post-war purchasing power
increased only because industries had reevaluated
their priorities during the war. causing an increase in
consumer demand. During this wartime industrial
revival, the Watertown Arsenal contributed to the
development o f revolutionizing technology, including
the atomic cannon, which was used overseas in
Europe and Eastern Asia during the Great War and
the Cold War. Building 311, which held large gun
carriages and equipment, was reported to be one o f
the largest steel-frame structures in the nation. While
most wartime mobilization came from private
companies' desires to profit, the Watertown Arsenal
is one o f the few examples o f a patriotic complex
mobilizing to supply the new demand for communal
reasons rather than economic reasons.

factory job into individual motions and assigned each
motion to specific groups, creating “machine-like”
workers without the cost o f excess machines. With
many working-class citizens seeking higher
incentives. Taylorism created incredible competition
among workers to keep their jobs, due to the increase
in the standard o f speed. The overall goal of
Taylorism was to increase profits without increasing
prices for goods or to be able to decrease prices
without decreasing the amount o f profit, which
Taylor believed workers themselves would make
possible through Taylorism. Although Taylor's ideas
are not implemented in modern factories, his attempts
paved the way for the application o f science into the
industrial complex.
In the Watertown Arsenal, workers were
taking fifty-three minutes to manufacture one gun
while Taylor was convinced it could be done in
twenty-four minutes. Taylor came to the Watertown
Arsenal to observe the workers, then hired managers
to execute his plans on how the job could be done in
twenty-four minutes. In 1911, the workers at
Watertown Arsenal went on strike, exposing the
methods implemented by Taylorism to the nation.
The strike led to a Congressional hearing, where the
committee forbade the use o f scientific management
in government establishments. Later, the House of
Representatives successfully passed a bill that banned
the use o f stopwatches in factories. In the end.
manufacturers found alternative methods to
implement the basics o f Taylorism and to fight labor
unions, but the 1911 Watertown Arsenal Strike was
one o f the first to reaffirm basic labor rights during a
time o f economic lust and greed. Exposing the recent
trends o f the American economy, the workers at the
Watertown Arsenal established a firm standing on
individual rights that seemed to be drifting.
The
economic
contributions
by
the
Watertown Arsenal throughout history appeal to the
foundations o f America. The fundamental struggle in
American history is that o f strong and weak central
governments; Federalists use the failures o f the
Articles o f Confederation as justification o f theftstance and the Elastic Clause as their support, while
Anti-Federalists use the subjugation by the British as
justification and the Tenth Amendment as their
support. This ideological struggle keeps the nation in
check between excess expansion and freedom,
sustaining a prosperous government while promising
individual liberties. The Watertown Arsenal
symbolizes this exact struggle; the arsenal contributed

Building 71 at the Watertown Arsenal, built in 1820
The Watertown Arsenal not only helped feed
war causes, but also contributed to economic
prosperity by helping refine industrial life. The time
span between post-Reconstruction and 1929 is
referred to as the “Gilded Age" because o f lustful
pursuits by manufacturers to maximize profits.
During this time, the global American economy was
on a mercantilist crash course to increase profits by
increasing labor efficiency and production and
decreasing margins. Frederick Winslow Taylor
attempted to respond to this desire by introducing
Scientific Management, or Taylorism. Taylor,
convinced that he could maximize labor productivity,
used stopwatches and incentives to motivate workers
to work harder. In addition, Taylor broke down every
3

to rapid American expansion during key wars but
also set limits to economic expansion such as those
achieved in the 1911 strike. The history o f the
Watertown Arsenal embodies the key American
principle o f checks and balances and fulfills the
complex fundamentals of America. The Watertown
Arsenal is a landmark that forever stands as proof that
a group of common people from a common land can
contribute to the common good of a larger group o f
people in all aspects o f life.

This annual bus tour brings to life the
coloring book. Early Watertown, 1630-1776.
provided by the Historical Society to the Watertown
and distributed to all the third grade classes. T
coloring book is used in their curriculum.

The Historical Society appreciates the effort
taken by Social Studies Coordinator Kraig Gustafson
and the high school staff to encourage students to
develop an interest in the history o f their town. We
look forward to reading the essays every year.

The following was noted in the July 15, 1885
edition o f the Watertown Enterprise:
• Old Sanger house on Mt. Auburn, next to the
Centre School, is being renovated and
repaired to a considerable extent.
• Cellar is excavated and foundation in for Mr.
W.O. Dimick's house on Russell Avenue.
This street will eventually be connected
through Russell land to Garfield Street and
possibly beyond.
• Harvard Polo Club is on vacation until
September and there will be no games on the
Watertown grounds until then.
• The house opposite the Baptist Church on N
Auburn Street, owned by J.Q. A. Pierce has
been painted.
• Mr. G. B. Stockwell has greatly improved his
residence and the house adjoining by painting
and other changes. If public spirit and private
enterprise could be shown on the same side o f
the street nearer the town, Spring Street
would be made a pleasant and attractive place
o f residence.
• At the Arsenal there are about 140 hands
employed.

129 YEARS AGO IN THE NEWS

3rd GRADE BUS TOURS
In June, Bob Childs (in colonial attire at top
o f stairs) led several bus tours for the 3rd graders at
the Cunniff Hosmer and Lowell schools.

HISTORICAL COMMISSION
PRESERVATION AWARDS
The Watertown Historical Commission held
their annual awards ceremony on June 5 at the
Commanders Mansion. The event honors the work
o f individuals, organizations or projects that ha
contributed to the preservation or recognition oi
Watertown's Historic resources

Cunniff School 3rd graders on stairs at Town Hall
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The Richard Mastrangelo Memorial Award
went to the Watertown Community Mural
Committee for the mural created in Linear Park (the
walking path between Whites Ave and Waverley
Ave) called “A Bicycle Ride Through W atertown'’.

“ 150 on Main Street - The History o f the
Watertown Police Department.” (In November 2014
the Historical Society will be sponsoring a
presentation by Pam o f this documentary.)
Jon Spector also received the Citizenship
Award for his spearheading o f the project to restore
the Civil War Soldiers' Monument in Saltonstall
Park. David LaRocca was given the Architectural
Preservation Award for the seamless work he did
recreating the missing pieces on the Civil War
Soldiers' Monument. (In March 2015 the Historical
Society will be sponsoring a presentation by Jon
and David o f the Soldiers' Monument restoration
project.)

A section o f the mural depicting the Arsenal Center
fo r the Arts, the Watertown Children 's Theatre,

A section o f the mural depicting the Perkins School
and the DCR markers fo r the River Walk.
Jon and David in fro n t o f the restored monument
David Power o f Perkins School for the Blind
received the Environmental Preservation Award for
the restoration o f the pond on the Perkins campus.

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
AWARD
We are pleased to announce that the
Historical Society received a grant this spring from
the Watertown Community Foundation. The grant
will allow us to purchase a free-standing, re-useable
display screen so that we may create rotating exhibits
at the Edmund Fowle House.
Look for our first exhibit to be offered in late
fall o f 2014 at the Edmund Fowle House.

Four o f the High School students who worked on
the mural - Veronica Torres, Emmanuel Torres,
Julia Harrington and A hi Vershhow
Pam Piantedosi received the Citizenship
Award for the documentary she created entitled
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RECENT DONATIONS

SAURO LANDSCAPING

The Historical Society o f Watertown has
received several donations o f artifacts recently,
including:
From John Emery - the new' edition o f the
book “Silent City On A Hill: Picturesque Landscapes
o f Memory and Boston’s Mount Auburn Cemetery"
From Caroline and Anthony Inferra o f Natick
- a 1990 Watertown Annual Report and 22 Residents
Lists ranging between 1964 and 2007
From the Watertown Historical Commission
- some personal papers and other materials from the
early 20th century of W. W. Norcross, who was Town
Clerk at the time, and involved with the First Baptist
Church and the Masonic Lodge
Our thanks go out to all o f our donors who
are helping us preserve Watertown’s history for
future generations.

The Historical Society heartily thanks Dav
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn o f the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need o f a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david^fsaurolandscapinu.eom

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication o f
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY GETS
NEW TREASURER

N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip :______________________________
Email:

In our January 2013 newsletter we reported
that our long-time (24 years) Treasurer, Ruth Arena,
was retiring from her position on the Executive Board
and we were looking for someone to fill this role.
We are pleased to announce that Margie
Wayne has volunteered to take over this position. She
was voted on to the Board at our Annual Meeting in
May. Margie’s background is in banking. She is a
life-long resident o f Watertown. Ms. Wayne has been
working with Ruth to learn the ropes o f a busy non
profit.
We welcome Margie onto the Historical
Society Board and look forward to working with her
in the years to come.

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS

ADDRESS LABEL AND DUES

Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Margie Wayne - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

The address labels on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society reflect the fiscal
year for which you have paid your dues. If your
label reads “Apr 14 - 15" your dues are paid
through April 2015. If you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year.

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Robert Childs
Karl Neugebauer
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Ruth Arem.
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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“HISTORIC JULY 1776” EVENT
INCLUDES DESCENDANT OF TREATY SIGNER
The Historical Society once again reenacted
the reading of the Declaration of Independence from
a Council Chamber window on the 2nd floor of the
Edmund Fowle House, first done on July 18. 1776.
We also celebrated the Treaty of Watertown, signed
on July 19. 1776 in the Council Chamber of the
Edmund Fowle House.
This year, we were very pleased to have
Henry Bear as our special guest. Mr. Bear is a
descendant of two of the signers of the Treaty of
Watertown - Ambrose Bear and Newell Saulis (their
names were recorded as Ambrose Var and Newell
Wallis on the Treaty and in the minutes from 1776).
Henry Bear is also the Maliseet Tribal Representative
to the Maine House of Representatives.
After introductions from Historical Society
President Marilynne Roach. Provincial Guard
member Steve Steadman read an introduction about
the Declaration to about 50 guests who were gathered
in front of the house. Historical Society Councilor
Bob Childs proceeded to read the Declaration of
Independence from the Council Chamber window.
The Treaty of Watertow n was introduced by a
representative of our Native American guests. Noel
Rainville. after which, the Treaty was read by
Colonial re-enactor and folklorist John Horrigan.
Our special guest. Rep. Henry Bear then came
to the microphone to speak to us about his ancestors
who signed the Treaty of Watertown, details about
the men involved in the agreement, and some of his
thoughts about both. Following are some of his
remarks.

Rep. Henry> Bear, Maliseet Tribal Representative to
the Maine House o f Representatives
Wuleewun and thank you...I am Henry John
Bear, a member of the St. John River Indians and
present-day Maliseet Tribe. I am the elected Maliseet
Tribal Representative to the Maine House of
Representatives and a present-day relative of the late
Maliseet Chief Ambrose Bear who was the lead
spokesman during the July 10th through July 19lh,
1776 treaty negotiation with the duly authorized
representatives of the United States of America in this
very place some 238 years ago today. I am also a
present-day relative of Newall Saulis. another signer
of that treaty. On behalf of my Tribe. I bring you

greetings and will briefly share with you information
about Maliseet Chief Ambrose Bear and our
continuing Maliseet Tribal perspective with regard to
this 1776 treaty with the United States of America.
...I want to mention that yesterday I had the
privilege of holding the actual Watertown Treaty of
1776 in my hands, (Editor's Note: located at the
Massachusetts Archives in Dorchester) the original
treaty signed by all of the Chiefs and headmen, and
the Congressional Representatives and agents who
were present here in Watertown at that time. When 1
placed my hand on the treaty at the very place it had
been signed by Ambrose Bear a great pride swelled
within me.
It was a reminder of the pride I feel whenever
I observe the flag of the United States of
America...and the pride I feel whenever the Eagle
Feather is brought forward before us in the tradition
of my ancestors and elders. To me they are a
continuing reminder that since the first days of this
great American nation, beginning shortly after the
signing of this first treaty here in Watertown, our
respective peoples and warriors have honorably
served and recognized each other's sovereign
interests as allies, as brothers, as equals.

John Horrigan with Provincial Guard members
David Russo, Jack Piantedosi and James Me Lean
That was w hat Maliseet Chief Bear set out to
achieve as the lead spokesman for all of the eastern
Indians. That is what Chief Bear was duly authorized
to negotiate and conclude in this treaty, a treaty that
he would successfully have ratified by an
overwhelming ma jority of all the Maliseet Chiefs and
people of the St. John River then, and still, centered

in and around present day Meductic and Ecpahauq
within our tribal homeland, which we have always
called the Wuloostook. and what the United States
calls the Aroostook region.
Chief Bear is believed to have lived to 1780
and was not a young man when he died. I understand
that Ambrose had either observed, participated in or
negotiated every treaty with the English and later, the
British, including the treaties of 1725 and 26, 1749.
1760 and. finally, the Watertown Treaty of 1776 with
British rebels turned “Americans”.
According to the historical record, it was
Chief Ambrose Bear whom Colonel Jonathan Allen
called upon to lead him and his colonial soldiers
down the Maliseet Trail from the St. John River to
Machias, which culminated in the successful Battle of
Machias and defense of the entire northeast region
from any further British attacks for the duration of the
Revolutionary War.
It is important to note the fact that at the time
of both the Declaration of Independence on July 4th
through the 18th. 1776 and the signing of the
Watertow n Treaty of the same year. General George
Washington, the Commanding General of the entire
Continental Army could muster no more than 800
American soldiers at the time. On July 8lh, 1776...the
Continental Congress resolved to authorize General
Washington to secure the Treaty. On July 11th he
wrote back stating he had written the General Court
of Massachusetts Bay and that he desired five or six
hundred of the Eastern Indians to be enlisted for two
or three years.
Thus the 600 tribal members to be raised
according to the treaty terms negotiated by James
Bowdoin and Chief Ambrose Bear, was a result of
George Washington's express desire. His plan was to
add 250 white soldiers to that number in order to
form the whole regiment under American officers,
which would have provided a significant advantage
for General Washington.
In 90 canoes w ith a force of more than 480
Indians, Maliseet Chief Bear and my other treaty
relative and treaty signer. Newell Saulis, kept our
tribe's promises, in good faith, under the express
terms of the Watertown Treaty, and they did so
believing that this treaty was binding on both the
Maliseet Tribe and the United States of America, a
treaty that has never been expressly abrogated or
terminated by the Maliseet or the United States and
is. therefore, still in force and relied upon to this day.

To be clear, this Declaration of Independence
and this Watertown Treaty of a few days later was not
understood by the United States or by Maliseet Chief
Ambrose Bear to be temporary, but instead was and
still is, understood to have a continuing existence, at
least with respect to the principles of freedom and
equality in the Declaration, and with respect to the
mutual pledges of aid and assistance, mutual pledges
of respecting each other's sovereignty and
jurisdictions, mutual pledges guaranteeing trade and
exclusive Maliseet tribal access to tribal land and
natural resources that such trade relied upon
contained in the Treaty. In fact. United States citizens
who were trespassing, it was agreed, were to be
removed from Maliseet tribal lands in the Maine
district and, as Congressional records indicate,
trading posts or truckhouses at both Machias and Old
Town were furnished and funded by the United States
Congress for nearly half a century after the
conclusion of the American's War for Independence.

and separately continue to share in its benefits - that
of alliance, that of friendship, that of trade for
necessaries and conveniences, and for a continuing
relationship as co-equals, as brothers, one brother not
subservient nor superior to the other, just as both
General Washington clearly stated in his letters and
just as the negotiators and signers indicated in the
plain language of this Treaty.
To that end, this celebration is both
appropriate and necessary to ensure that this message
is passed on to our respective children and
grandchildren, that there still exists such a unique,
one-of-a-kind treaty-based relationship between our
Maliseet Tribe and the people of the United States of
America and that, because of this Treaty, it can
contribute to there being an even better and more
secure tomorrow for them.
In my tribal homeland there now exists and
Aroostook Treaty Education Center that, like your
Historical Society of Watertown, seeks to inform and
educate about this Declaration of Independence and
this Treaty to ensure that as we move further into the
21sl century and this new millennium, we do so by
reminding ourselves and others of our historic
alliance, that our respective national stories are
married at the hip, and that we, the Maliseet People,
are your first and oldest partners in this continuing
and wonderful American adventure, an adventure that
still requires we adhere to the principles and promises
contained in your Declaration of Independence and
our July 19. 1776 Treaty.
Wuleewun and thank you for hearing me today.

It is clear in the minutes of the treaty
negotiations that this was the perspective of Chief
Ambrose Bear and the other tribal delegates who
signed the treaty at the time, and it is still the
perspective of the Maliseet Tribe today. And that
perspective, to be clear, is that the Declaration of
Independence of the United States of America and its
companion document, the Watertown treaty of 1776
both continue in effect and both certainly deserve to
be honored to this day.
In concluding I would urge each of us to
ensure our respective governments and Peoples
continue to honor this Treaty, to hold to its promises,
its duties and its obligations so that we can mutually

Barbara Casey (on the left), Noel Rainville (facing
Chief Jerome), United Native American Cultural
Center Chief Roland Jerome (on the right) and other
Native American representatives entertain our guests
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essay with no title. Third Place went to Arlin Cimen
who received $100 for the essay Powder o f Diversity.
The winning high school essay is printed here
for our readers.

After refreshments in the house, all retreated
to the back yard where they enjoyed Native American
drumming and songs.
The refreshments for this event were funded
in part by a Community Foundation Block Party
Grant. The food was provided at a discount price by
The Talk Restaurant on Main St. in Watertown.

“Breaking Down Barriers”
“Do you eat dog?” A boy in my third grade
class asked me with inquisitive eyes.
“Don't Chinese people eat dogs?” he
continued.
1 stared back at him, startled and confused,
thinking: Dogs are pets! People do not eat dogs... I do
not eat dogs! I felt a dozen pairs of eyes flicker up
intently in my direction, some shocked he had said
that out loud, others waiting for me to say yes.
“No!” 1 shouted feeling my cheeks redden.
“Well that's what I saw in a movie once,” he
explained matter-of-factly.
As the years went on. I noticed more
significant differences between my classmates and
me. Growing up in a small town where I was the only
Chinese girl in school, I felt lesser than everyone else,
disadvantaged and unwelcome. My parents could not
speak English and they were completely unfamiliar
with the culture. They did not understand the
humiliation 1 went through when I opened up my
lunch and my peers would grimace at the unusual
smells it emitted. So I strived to be exactly the same.
1 bought knock-off boots, ate pizza, and pretended
that I only spoke English. However, try as I might, it
was rather obvious I was Chinese. Whenever 1 started
to forget, a classmate never failed to remind me with
questions such as, “What's my name in Chinese?” or
“Can you make sushi?”
Back when 1 tried to fight all evidence of my
culture, questions like that only reminded me that I
was different. But all I wanted was to be accepted.
It was not until high school that I gradually
discovered that diversity was everywhere; I noticed
“Armenian Pride” posters on my school's walls,
listened to stories about Italian families in class, and
saw girls donning Muslim hijabs. All of these people
celebrated their heritage instead of hiding it like 1 had.
Their confidence was appealing, so I
increasingly began surrounding myself with different
personalities and backgrounds. Soon enough, inspired
by the diversity around me, 1 noticed subtle changes
in myself; somehow, I did not mind when someone
asked me where I was from, or when a stranger on
the bus would smile and say ni hao. It dawned on me

2014 VICTOR N. LOUKAS
ESSAY CONTEST
In 2011, the Historical Society of Watertown
was pleased to begin co-sponsoring an essay contest
in honor of Victor N. Loukas, a retired U. S. History
teacher who completed his student teaching at the
West Junior High School in Watertown in 1958 and
whose children all graduated from Watertown High
School. The idea and the funds for this essay contest
were provided by his daughter, Elisabeth Loukas, in
honor of her father.
The students had a choice of topics, which
included recounting their own immigration story or
someone else's. The winners were chosen by
members of the Loukas family.

Elise Loukas and her father Victor Loukas
The First Place winner at the high school,
Michelle Foun, received $250 for her essay. Second
Place went to Cody Hecht, who received $150 for his
4

that stereotypes, such as Chinese people eating dogs,
result from lack of knowledge and awareness about
other cultures.
So let me help spread know ledge!
Near the end of my junior year. 1 was given a
book as my Junior Book Award. First They Killed My
Father by Luong Ung. After reading it. I was shocked
to learn that there had been a full-scale genocide in
Cambodia, a tragedy we had failed to learn about in
school. 1 realized that school cannot teach nearly
enough to adequately represent every country,
religion and culture, and that lack of information and
ethnic ignorance is a major contributor to narrowmindedness. As a member of the underrepresented
Asian student body at my high school, 1 felt
responsible for sharing the events with my World
History class. I spoke to my teacher and she agreed
that the Cambodian genocide needed to be taught;
and she wanted me to teach it. Being educated on the
traditions and customs of other people is the first step
to inclusion and making people feel welcome.
My personal experiences and struggles with
my heritage have allowed me to empathize with
people who have also felt unwelcome because of
cultural differences. To this day, I make every effort
to learn about other customs, and in return share my
traditions and stories. So without even realizing it,
that young boy in my third grade class started my
journey of self acceptance by asking me a question
that haunted me for years. Despite the initial
insensitive nature of the moment. I now know' that it
did not derive from hate, but false stereotypes If 1
could answer his question now, I‘d look him in the
eye with an understanding smile and say, "No. 1 don't
eat dog, but let me tell you what my family does eat."

DISPLAY CASES DONATED
The Sports Museum in the TD Garden has
donated two museum grade display cases to the
Historical Society. They retail for about $1,250 each.
The glass in one of them was cracked. We
went to Larry Logan of Prime Glass at 60 Arsenal St.
in Watertown Square, who replaced the glass for us at
a terrific discount.

Our thanks to both of Brian Codagnone,
Associate Curator of the Sports Museum and Larry
Logan, ow ner of Prime Glass.
We also want to thank Historical Society
Councilor Karl Neugebauer who picked up the two
display cases by himself in his van and for removing
the cracked glass cover and lugging it to and from
Prime Glass.

The 1st place winner at the middle school.
Katie Eaton, received $150 for her essay When 1 Felt
I Was on the Outside. Second Place went to Liz Cam
who received $75 for his essay Here I'll Stand, and
Here I'll Stay. Third Place went to Kian Rice who
received $25 for his essay H 20 Town: A Mix o f Marty'
Elements.

SUPPORT THE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY THROUGH

amazonsmile
Amazon.com is donating 0.5% of every one of
your eligible purchases to a charity of your choice.
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know and
love. Go to smile.amazon.com for more information
- and please, when shopping, choose the Historical
Society of Watertow n as your charity of choice - and
be sure it is Watertown MASSACHUSETTS.

The Historical Society would like to thank
Social Studies Coordinator Kraig Gustafson and other
members of the high school and middle school staff
for their help in encouraging students to share their
immigration stories.
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STUDENTS VISIT THE EFH

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need of a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscapine.com

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November. March and May. and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.

The Historical Society gave special tours of
the Edmund Fowle House over two days to 48
students preparing to attend the high school in
September. The students are required to visit their
choice of several historic sites over the summer, our
Fow le House being one of them.

Name:____________________________________
Address:___________________________________
City, State. Zip:_____________________________
Email:
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

REQUEST FOR DOCENTS
The Historical Society of Watertown needs
docents to give tours, collect admission fees and for
general crowd control when the house is open for
tours the 3rd Sunday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00
PM. We would like to have 3 people at the house
each time it is open. If you are interested in training to
be a docent in the Edmund Fowle House, please call
Joyce at 781-899-7239.

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown. MA 02472.

YOUR ADDRESS LABEL
AND YOUR DUES

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Margie Wayne - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

The address labels on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society reflect the fiscal
year for which you have paid your dues. Our fiscal
year runs May 1 through April 30. If your label
reads “Apr 14 - 15v your dues are paid through
April 2015. If you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year.

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Robert Childs
Karl Neugebauer
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Ruth Arena
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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WILLIAM BILLINGS (1746 - 1800)
AND EARLY AMERICAN MUSIC
The article below was written by Mary Spiers,
Recording/Corresponding Secretary for the Historical
Society of Watertown.
The book Ye Old New England Psalm-Tunes
by William Fisher was recently donated to us by
Donald MacDonald. Mary was looking through it and
found “Lamentation over Boston” in its pages. She
writes, “I fondly recall singing this hymn in the choir
directed by Alice Smith at the Church of the Good
Shepherd. Beyond all that, William Billings knew
several people we associate with the Edmund Fowle
House. He knew Samuel Adams who sang in the
choir at the New South Church. He knew Perez
Morton. He knew Paul Revere. He knew John
Adams, if only briefly in 1778. and decided to name
his second daughter, Abigail Adams Billlings. He
also knew Benjamin Edes, his printer who fled
Boston for Watertown. It is highly probable, strong
patriot that he was, that William Billings was in the
huge throng of men that gathered at the Old South
Meeting House on December 16, 1773 prior to the
dumping of the tea in Boston Harbor.”

siblings. He trained as a tanner's apprentice and
remained in the tanning business for the bulk of his
adult life. Between 1787 and 1796 he held the post of
Sealer of Leather in Boston. His leather shop was
located somewhere along what is now Boylston
Street.

William Billings was one of those unique
persons who made his mark on American music. In
fact before him. most of the music sung in colonial
churches came from England. He was born to
William and Elizabeth (Clark) Billings in Boston on
October 7. 1746 and he died penniless in that same
town on September 26, 1800. His father, a
shopkeeper, died when he was only 14 requiring him
to leave public school to provide for his mother and

Paul Revere created this etching for the frontispiece
in Billings' first publication. The New England
Psalm-Singer (1770). The figure on the left at the
table is thought to be Billings.
In his youth he showed an interest in music
and received his earliest instruction at a singing
school, possibly the one at the New South Church. He
did not become proficient as an instrumentalist

small pox prevalent.” He continues, “No supply
having arrived, an order was issued on 14th
[December] authorizing working parties to take down
the Old North Church and 100 old wooden buildings
[for fuel]...In a word, Boston under rigid martial law
was like a prison...”
By age 22, Billings had compiled the music in
The New-England Psalm-Singer (1770), his first
hymnal, but of necessity it had to wait until he
reached age 24 when enough American paper—then
in short supply—became available in order to print
the volume. His friends were always urging him to
print more song books. His printers Edes and Gill had
no music type and the music scores had to be
engraved on copper plates. He did not compose all
the texts in this first publication, in fact, six of the
texts were written by P.M., initials that stood for
Perez Morton, who visited the Edmund Fowle House
often as Secretary of the Executive Council and who
was also knowm as the state Attorney General.
Morton was a graduate of Harvard College, known
for his oratory skill, had a literary bent and knew
Billings as a young man.
His sixth and last book was The Continental
Harmony (1794) and contained his tune, ”Swift as an
Indian Arrow Flies.” In his introductions, he gave
pointers on how to sing. He was opposed to “lining
out,” a time-old tradition where what was to be sung
was recited first. He advocated fuguing tunes where
singers would take different sections and come
together in harmony. He introduced the pitch-pipe
and the bass-viol to church music. The Puritans had
been opposed to the organ and any instrumental
accompaniment to vocal music in church and he
encouraged a change in approach.

possibly because it would have been too difficult for
him. Music historian Nathaniel Gould describes him
as a “somewhat deformed person, blind, with one
eye, one leg shorter than the other, and one arm
somewhat withered.” Yet his voice was described as
“stentorian” by the Rev. Dr. Edward Pierce of
Brookline who said that his voice would drown out
his own if they sang together. He also wrote that
Billings had the habit of taking snuff.
History remembers William Billings as the
first American psalmodist. He liked to teach choral
music and write hymns. He led choral music groups
where people would gather to sing together much like
a modern-day Mitch Miller. His talent was greatly in
demand and it is known that Thomas Webb, the first
president of the Handel and Hayden Society, learned
the rudiments of music from Mr. Billings. He
started many singing schools and the one he began
in Stoughton in 1774, became the originator of the
oldest musical association in the country, namely,
the Stoughton Musical Society which remains active
to this day Also in Stoughton in July, 1774 at the age
of 28, he married Lucy Swan.
Our historical society recently received the
donation of a book entitled, Ye Okie New-England
Psalm-Times by William Arms Fisher and published
in 1930 containing several tunes by Billings. One of
which was “Chester,” considered to be the Song of
the Revolution since it was sung wherever patriots
gathered from Vermont all the way down to North
Carolina. It's first verse runs, “Let tyrants shake their
iron rod, And Slav'ry clank her galling chains. We
fear them not, We trust in God, New England's God
forever reigns.”
Still, the hymn that best strikes a chord with
us in Watertown is the one that begins, “By the
Rivers of Watertown we sat down and wept, we
wept, we wept, we wept, When we remembered thee
O Boston!" The hymn is entitled “Lamentation over
Boston" and draws its inspiration from Psalm 137. It
was published first in his The Singing Master's
Assistant in 1778 and written probably in 1776 to
rellect on the dire effects of The Siege of Boston that
took place April 19, 1775 until March 17, 1776.
Richard Frothingham in his book on the History o f
the Siege o f Boston published in 1851, writes,”... to
add to the distress, winter [December, 1775] set in
with uncommon severity...the distress of the troops
and inhabitants in Boston is great beyond all possible
description. Neither vegetables, flour, nor pulse [peas
and beans] for the inhabitants;...no fuel...and the
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From the hymnal "The Psalm Singer's Amusement"
Containing a Number o f Fuging pieces and Anthems
composed by William Billings (1781)
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did the frontispiece for his first book and he had to
know Benjamin Edes his publisher—both men lived
out here. So the possibility is there that William
Billings visited Watertown and so mentioned it in his
“Lamentation Over Boston"
References were the William Fisher, Ye Old
New England Psalm-Tunes book and the hard to find
book, William Billings o f Boston by David McKay
and Richard Crawford, Princeton University Press,
1975.

By the time of his death at age 53, he had
composed 300 pieces. His compositional style
stimulated the growth of church choirs and musical
societies in New England during the latter part of the
eighteenth century. Nahum Mitchell writing in The
Musical Reporter (July, 1841), said of him: “ ...a
patriot and friend of Samuel Adams...his
compositions exceeded the work of his [English]
predecessors including Williams, Arnold, Knapp and
Stephenson, by introducing to church music his new
chanting, song-like, spirited style. He may have
lapsed in following the rules of harmony but he no
doubt possessed genius and talent, which would in
any age have distinguished him, and raised him above
his contemporaries.” Billings has been called a
reformer, a pioneer, and the father of New England
music. The American Revolution was the drum beat
and the ever-present background music of his life. He
wrote music up until the last and was buried, a pauper
in an unmarked grave on Boston Common. He left
behind a wife and six children.

NEW EXHIBITS OPENING
AT THE FOWLE HOUSE
Last spring the Historical Society received a
grant from the Watertown Community Foundation.
The grant allowed us to purchase a free-standing, reuseable display screen and exhibit materials so that
we may create rotating exhibits at the Fowle House.
The inaugural exhibits will be unveiled in March.
On display in the North Parlor will be
“Watertown and the Civil War" featuring a newly
acquired collection donated by one of our long-time
members, Florence Jones, of transcriptions and
reproductions of Civil War letters written by her
great-uncle Thomas Folsom Norris, who joined the
Army as a 15-year-old drummer boy in 1862. Visitors
can also read newspaper interviews from 1911 with
Civil War veterans living in Watertown at the time.
In our new glass case we will display information on
other people and sites connected to Watertown and
the Civil War.
In the South Parlor, we will host “A
Mi'Kmaw Woman's Award Winning Legacy”, an
exhibit featuring the arts and crafts of Madeline (Joe)
Knockwood, an award winning Native American
artisan from the Mi'Kmaq Nation, on loan to us from
Terrie Drew (great-granddaughter) and her family of
Nova Scotia. New Hampshire and Massachusetts.
Items on display will include Mrs. Knockwood's
formal regalia, some of her award-winning wooden
roses, the hand-made tools of her trade, historical
artifacts, photos and information about Mi'Kmaq
culture and traditions.
The Grand Opening is scheduled for
Saturday, March 7, 2015 from 11:00 to 2:00 pm. The
exhibits will also be open on Saturday, March 14 and
April 11 as well as Sunday, March 22 and April 26
from 11:00 to 2:00. See our website for other dates.

WILLIAM-BILLINGS
1746

-

1800

OBE o r A W E B IC A ’ S E A E L I E S T B A 7 I V E B O B * fBOSTOB) C O H m i l S
WHO C t E A T L T E B I A B C E D A MU SIC A L A W A K E XE SS WITH 1X
TIE COLOXtES. BY t F S P E C T E D 7 f i A D f T I O B , I I S 7 IB A 1
I E S T I B G PL A C E IS B E L I E V E D 70 BE AX
PE W ALKED c l a v e v i t i i x t h i s a b e a d p t i e c o h m o b .
F B ES E B T ED Of T I E 0C C A S I0 B 07 A l E I I C A ’S B I C I X I E I X I A I
ABC I f C O B f D f C 7 I 0 X W I T ! T I E 1976 B A T IO X A l C 0 B Y I X X I 0 I
Of THE AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS
BY THE

*

DI S TRI CT OP COLUMBIA CHAPTER.

This plaque on the wrought iron fence around
Boston Common reads: “One o f America’s earliest
native horn (Boston) composers who greatly
enhanced a musical awareness within the colonies
by respected tradition, his final resting place is
believed to be an unmarked grave within this area
of the Common. ”
Ms. Spiers stated “He reminds me of Mozart.
He lived like Mitch Miller and he died like Mozart. 1
wouldn't at all be surprised if Mr. Billings came to
Watertown. He traveled a lot spreading his idea of
singing schools, i.e. choral singing, where he would
train those interested in the rudiments of music and
singing together. He sang with Sam Adams in the
choir at the New South Church. It is even thought that
Sam Adams wrote much of Billings' "Chester." They
were very' good friends. He knew Paul Revere who
3
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
EXHIBIT HOURS

SPRUCING UP THE YARD
In October, Historical Society Councilor
Peggy Anderson organized a “sprucing up the yard"
event. Peggy was joined by Historical Society
Treasurer Margie Wayne and Historical Society
Councilor Joyce Kelly. In preparation for the
oncoming winter months, all of the passed flowers
along the side of the house needed to be trimmed, the
hostas all around the yard needed to be cut back, as
did the two tall grass plants in the side yard.

We are looking for volunteers to help us staff
the Edmund Fowle House on the days that our exhibit
is open to the public. We would like to be open for
visitors on the 2nd Saturday and 4th Sunday of each
month through July. The hours will be from 11:00 to
2:00 pm. If you are able to help staff the house, please
contact Joyce at iovcekel@aol.com or at 781-8997239. No special skills are needed.

RECENT DONATIONS
The Historical Society of Watertown has
received several donations of artifacts this year,
including:
From Historical Society Vice President/Asst
Treasurer Audrey Jones Childs - a clear Lucite
paperweight with an etching inside of the Watertown
Savings Bank and the year 2004
From Rosemary Miller of Waltham - a
bowling trophy won by her grandfather John James
Sullivan for the Hood Rubber Co. Bowling League
1923-24.
From Sigrid Reddy Watson Terman of Falls
Church, VA - a long-sleeved t-shirt with an image of
Harriet Goodhue Hosmer silkscreened on the front.
From John and David Murray - a 1936 MDC
(Metropolitan District Commission) document
authorizing the building of the bath house on Pleasant
Street.
From Historical Society Councilor Joyce
Munger - the year 2000 calendar from Watertown
Savings Bank depicting old photos of Watertown and
a Bicentennial commemorative coin
From Donald MacDonald - 2 books,
"Watertown Epitaphs" by William Thaddeus Harris
and "Ye Old New England Psalm Tunes 1620 1820" by William Ames Fisher
From Historical Society President Marilynne
Roach - the book “From a High Place: A Life of
Arshite Gorky”

Peggy Anderson trimming plants in the side yard
While this work was going on, the 3-man
crew from David Sauro Landscaping arrived to mow'
our grass and clean up the fallen leaves. David Sauro
Landscaping has been tending to our lawn for
several years, free of charge.

A crew member from Sauro Landscaping mows the
backyard o f the Edmund Fowle House

Our thanks go out to all of our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown's history for future
generations.

We appreciate all the work that goes into
making the yard at the Fowle House so beautiful.
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The back ramp door never fit quite right and
had developed cracks, prompting the door being
replaced. There was rain damage to walls upstairs
under two of the front windows. Don removed the
damaged plaster and replastered the wall. After
completing the work, he painted everything.
The Historical Society is grateful to have
dedicated members helping us preserve the house

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN
RENT THE FOWLE HOUSE
FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT?

A crew member from Sauro Landscaping cleans up
the leaves in the backyard o f the Fowle House

Built in 1772, the Edmund Fowle House is
the second oldest surviving house in Watertown. At
the beginning of the American Revolution it served as
headquarters for the executive branch of the
Massachusetts government from June 1775 to
September 1776. Not only did Sam Adams, John
Adams, James Otis, Joseph Warren and other patriots
meet in this place, but the nation's first international
treaty was signed here by representatives of the brand
new United States and the Mi'kMaq and St. John
Indians ofNova Scotia.

FOWLE HOUSE REPAIRS
All houses require periodic maintenance to
keep them sound. Recently, Historical Society
member Don Berg completed some much needed
repairs to the Edmund Fowle House.

The South Parlor o f the Edmund Fowle House all
decked out for a party
Returned to its former glory by a thorough,
prize-winning restoration, the Edmund Fowle House
is both a museum and headquarters for the Historical
Society of Watertown. Available for small group
rentals, this historic setting can easily accommodate
small parties, meetings, presentations, or corporate
events.

Don Berg painting around the window’ upstairs
after replacing the plaster
The two side porches needed painting and
several of the steps needed to be replaced. The
gutters and fascia boards over the back and side
doors were rotted and needed to be replaced.
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The first floor is available for rent for two
hours minimum, and accommodates 35 to 40 people.
An event manager will be on site for the duration of
your rental period to greet your guests and assist with
vendor coordination of setup and breakdown.
Historical reenactment characters are also available to
act as greeters and tour guides, if desired. Please call
the Historical Society of Watertown at 617-923-6067
for details and a list of guidelines.

YOUR ADDRESS LABEL
AND YOUR DUES
The address labels on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society reflect the fiscal
year for which you have paid your dues. Our fiscal
year runs May 1 through April 30. If your label
reads “Apr 14 - 15” your dues are paid through
April 2015. If you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year.

STROLLER TOUR
The Historical Society joined with the
Watertown Family Network on Saturday, October 4,
2014 by offering a stroller/walking tour. Historical
Society Councilor Bob Childs, dressed in colonial
attire, led 10 families on a tour of historic sites in
Watertown, including the Common Street Cemetery,
the Founders Monument, and ending at the Edmund
Fowle House.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
Name:___________________
Address:_________________
City, State. Zip:___________
Email:___________________
_____Individual
_____Senior / Student
_____Household
_____Friend
_____Contributor
_____Patron
Donation

Bob Childs (on left in colonial attire) leads a stroller
tour in the Common Street Cemetery

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$ 100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS

SAURO LANDSCAPING

Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Margie Wayne - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need of a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david7usaurolandscapina.com

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Ruth Arena
Robert Childs
E. Joyce Munger
Karl Neugebauer Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
6

cfo ^0^0« Crtf/T h e N e w s le t t e r o f t h e H is t o r ic a l S o c i e t y o f W a t e r t o w n
28 Marshall Street
Watertown, MA 02472-3408
w w w . H is t o r ic a lS o c ie t y o f W a t e r t o w n lV IA . o r g
617-923-6067
© All Rights Reserved

Apr 2015

TWO NEW EXHIBITS INSTALLED AT
THE EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE
Last spring the Historical Society received a
grant from the Watertown Community Foundation
allowing us to purchase a free-standing, re-useable
display screen. The display screen will enable us to
exhibit materials and create rotating exhibits at the
Edmund Fowle House.
An Exhibit Committee o f five members was
formed last fall and included Historical Society
President Marilynne Roach, Historical Society
Councilors Joyce Kelly and Margie Wayne, and
Historical Society volunteers Lynne O'Connell and
Ted Wayne. This is the first time they had created an
exhibit o f this type. The group worked throughout
the winter months, with much trial and error, to create
the final result that is on display in the North Parlor o f
the Edmund Fowle House.
For our inaugural exhibit we are featuring a
newly acquired collection donated by long-time
member Florence Hull Jones. The donation includes
transcripts and reproductions of Civil War letters
written by her great-uncle Thomas Folsom Norris,
who joined the Union Army as a 15-year-old
drummer boy in 1862 and mustered out 2 years later
from a cavalry unit after serving mainly in Louisiana.
The Jones and Norris families were long-time
Watertown residents. Ms. Jones' grandfather, the
soldier’s brother, designed the gates o f the Old
Burying Ground on Arlington Street. Her
grandmother, the soldier’s mother, created the George
Washington needlepoint hanging in the Council
Chamber o f the Edmund Fowle House.

Two panels on the 6-panel display screen feature
the Civil War letters o f Thomas Folsom Norris.
Years ago, Florence Hull Jones' daughter
Carolyn took an interest in the letters and spent
many hours transcribing them. With the help o f a
neighbor who was a Civil War buff, they spent
much time reading the letters and “following”
Thomas through the war. researching locations,
battles, ships and officers he mentioned. She has
inserted into pages o f two 3-ring binders, copies of
the letters, the transcriptions, and the results o f the

We have recently conserved an 1863 poster
announcing a parade and reception for soldiers
returning from Company K o f the 5th Regiment. We
had the poster stabilized, matted with acid-free
material and set under UV protective glass. The
framed poster is hanging on a wall in the parlor.

research she has done, making for a very
comprehensive account o f Thomas Folsom Norris'
experiences during the Civil War. In a blog post
about the letters, Carolyn stated, “His letters are
quite diary-like. Very fascinating for such a young
man.”
Two other panels display excerpts o f
newspaper interviews from 1911 with Civil War
veterans. A few years ago, while looking through
old copies o f the Watertown Tribune-Enterprise that
we have in our collection, we discovered these
interviews with Civil War soldiers. Each week for
twenty weeks the Tribune-Enterprise interviewed
Civil War veterans living in Watertown at the time.
The soldiers provided anecdotes and recounted
battles that took place 50 years previous when they
served in the Union Army. Information about their
employment and their families are also included.
The entire newspaper interviews are available for
visitors to read.
The last two panels display information
about five prominent Watertown citizens who
served during the Civil War. including the Otis
brothers who built and owned the Otis Building still
standing in Watertown Square, George Eaton Priest
who served as Quartermaster in the 57Ih Mass, and
was very active in town affairs, Charles Lenox who
owned a barbershop in town and served in the
renowned 54th Regiment, and W atertown’s own
Charles Brigham, the famous architect who was
also very active in town affairs.
In one o f our new glass display cases we are
showing information on other people and sites
connected to Watertown and the Civil War. We also
have a couple o f artifacts that are on loan to us.

Display case in the North Parlor
Watertown during the Civil War

The restored 1863 poster announcing a reception
While we were planning the Civil War
exhibit, we were contacted by Terrie Drew, a
Mi’Kmaq First Nations tribal member asking if we
would be interested in hosting an exhibit honoring
the M i’Kmaq people, in particular, the arts and
crafts o f her great-grandmother, Madeline Joe
Knockwood. the originator o f the wooden rose. O f
course we said we would love to host the exhibit!

featuring
A wooden rose crafted by Madeline Joe Knockwood
i

she would have worn for tribal functions. On top of
the mannequin is her headband with attached braids
which she preferred to wear instead o f the
traditional Mi'Kmaq hat which resembles a Dutch
cap.

Watertown and the Edmund Fowle House
have a strong connection to the Mi'Kmaq. During the
Revolutionary War, General Washington was anxious
o secure our northern border. In February 1776 he
vvrote a letter to the Mi'Kmaq Grand Chief asking for
his nation's aid in the war against the British. A letter
was also sent in October 1775 from the General Court
of Massachusetts Bay. Seven Captains o f the
Mi'Kmaq and three St. John's (or Malecite) Captains
responded and arrived in Watertown on July 10lh.
1776 and negotiations began.
The Treaty o f Watertown was signed on July
19, 1776, in the Council Chamber on the second floor
of the Edmund Fowle House. This treaty was the
first to be signed between the new United States
(represented by Massachusetts) and a foreign power
(the Mi’Kmaq and St. John's Indian Nations).
The exhibit has been installed in the South
Parlor. It is called. “A Mi’Kmaw Woman’s Award
Winning Legacy” and features the award winning
crafts o f Madeline Joe Knockwood, a Native
American artisan from the Mi'Kmaq Nation.
(M i'Kmaw is the singular o f M i'Kmaq.)

Madeline Joe Knockwood's traditional regalia
Photos and information about Mi'Kmaq
culture and traditions are available at the exhibit.
The Grand Opening took place on March 7
and was attended by about 30 people. By coincidence
(or was it?), it was Madeline Knockwood’s birthday.
She would have been 116. Terrie brought a cake for
all to share and we sang “Happy Birthday'’ to her.

A variety o f items occupy the glass display case in
the South Parlor, including wooden roses and
Mi 'Kmaq hihles
The glass case in the South Parlor contains
many items hand crafted by Mrs. Knockwood (who
was very proper and would insist on being referred
to as “Mrs.”, not “Ms.”) as well as the hand-made
tools she used for crafting. Several photographs
showing Mrs. Knockwood working on these items
have been placed around the parlor. Some o f the
baskets she made are also on display.
One o f our dressmaker mannequins has been
outfitted with her formal regalia, a beautiful hand
beaded dress trimmed with colored ribbons, which

The exhibits are open the 2nd Saturday and
4th Sunday o f the month from 11 to 2pm thru July.
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pieces began to flake off. The white material under
the gold paint was visible in many spots. The frame
was stabilized by treating it with a special coating and
painting it the same color gold as the original color.
The frame looks better than it has in years.
The glass was replaced with UV filtering
glass to block out ultra-violet rays o f the sun which
fades colors. We had an acid-free spacer installed
around the edge o f the needlepoint so that the fabric
does not touch the glass. The paper backing o f the
frame was replaced with an acid-free paper backing.
Ms. Jones says she remembers that growing
up the needlepoint was always hanging in their home
We thank the Norris/Hull/Jones family for
this generous donation. The work o f art hangs in our
restored Council Chamber on the second floor.

SPOTLIGHT ON THE
COLLECTION
As mentioned in the previous article, the
framed needlepoint o f George Washington that hangs
in the Council Chamber o f the Edmund Fowle House
was created circa 1850 by Caroline Bird Norris,
mother o f Thomas Folsom Norris (the soldier who's
Civil War letters are on exhibit at the Fowle House),
and great-grandmother o f Florence Hull Jones (who
donated copies o f the letters to the Historical Society
o f Watertown).

THIS WRETCHED WINTER !
This wretched winter caused problems for
lots o f people and the Historical Society was no
exception. The record breaking amounts o f snow
and the constant cold temperatures caused icicles, ice
dams and leaks at the Edmund Fowle House.

Framed needlepoint c. 1850 o f George Washington
The 40 1/2" X 49" needlepoint in a wood and
gesso frame is a copy o f an unfinished Gilbert Stuart
painting, though why Caroline Bird Norris chose to
create a needlepoint o f an unfinished painting
remains a mystery to us and to her descendents. The
needlepoint was donated to the Historical Society by
Ruth Norris Hull (mother of Florence Hull Jones)
around 1970.
In 2009 we had some conservation work done
on it. Over the years, the frame began to dry out and

Icicles and ice dams at over the ramp door and old
kitchen window
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We attempted to head off any leaks by trying
to rake and shovel the snow off the flat part o f the
roof over the visitor's center and the office. The snow
/as so deep in the yard that it was unsafe to put up a
ladder, and the visitor's center roof could only be
worked on by opening windows on the second floor
and pushing the snow off with a rake. We also filled
socks with an ice melt mixture and laid the socks over
the ice dams. We are sure it helped, but we still had
leaks.
Though we hired someone to clear the snow
from the flat roof, the first leak showed up on wall in
the office from ceiling to floor.

Joyce Kelly used the 4-foot snow’ mound out the back
door as a platform to rake o ff the back roof
We also had leaks on the other wall o f the
old kitchen, through the window in the South
Parlor, in the ceiling and under the window o f the
North Parlor, in the visitor's center ceiling and
under the window in the bedroom upstairs. The
Historical Society, like many others, has filed an
insurance claim for repairs.
The 1900s addition. where our office is located, had a
leak from ceiling, to floor

FOWLE HOUSE FEATURED
IN NEW GUIDE BOOK
A newr guidebook, “Be There Then: A Guide
to Exploring Greater Boston's Historic House
Museums" features two historic houses in Watertown
that are open to the public. The book, written by
Elizabeth S. Levy Merrick, describes more than 40
historic houses built before 1900 in and around
Boston. The Watertown houses featured are the 1772
Edmund Fowle House and the 1698 Abraham
Browne House.
The book includes summaries on all o f the
historic houses as well as photos and directions to
their locations, both by car and public transportation.

The window>in the old kitchen had a leak due to the
ice dams outside - see photo on previous page
5

Copies o f the book can be purchased at the
Historical Society o f Watertown for $12.95 plus tax.

SAURO LANDSCAPING

RECENT DONATIONS

The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn o f the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need o f a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david7fsaurolandscapinu.com

The Historical Society o f Watertown has
received several donations o f artifacts this year,
including:
From Pam Piantedosi - a CD o f “ 150 On
Main: A History o f the Watertown Police Dept”, the
documentary she helped produce in 2013
Kathleen Nuhn - a VHS tape entitled “An
Afternoon With Charles T. Burke"
From Peg Kelley and Rob Jackson - a framed
color copy o f the 1930 Mary Hotz map
From Susan Steele, David Russo and Joyce
Kelly - a framed copy o f the East Watertown page o f
the 1900 Stadley Atlas o f Middlesex County
From David Russo - a mouse pad depicting a
color photo of Town Hall
From Historical Society President Marilynne
Roach - a 1962 booklet by the Watertown Police
entitled “Guardians o f Your Property and a 1987
booklet entitled “W ho's Who in Local Business"
From Historical Society Councilor Joyce
Kelly - three books - 1. “History o f Watertown" a
coloring book produced by Watertown High School
students, 2. “The Stanleys: Renaissance Yankees" by
Susan Davis, and 3. "Recollections o f Watertown" by
the Friends o f the Library.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication o f
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City. State, Z ip:_______________________________
Email:
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

Our thanks go out to all o f our donors w ho are
helping us preserve Watertown's history for future
generations.

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown. MA 02472.

YOUR ADDRESS LABEL
AND YOUR DUES

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Margie Wayne - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary-

The address labels on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society reflect the fiscal
year for which you have paid your dues. Our fiscal
year runs May 1 through April 30. If your label
reads “Apr 15 - 16” your dues are paid through
April 2016. If you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year.

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Ruth Arena
Robert Childs
E. Joyce Munger
Karl Neugebauer Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY
HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY CONTEST
Every year the Historical Society o f
Watertown sponsors the Historical Society Award
for the best history' essay submitted by a high school
student. Students had their choice o f four themes:
an individual, ethnic group, landmark or historical
vent in Watertown and its significance to the town
nd region.
The 1st place winner received $300; the 2nd
and 3rd place winners received $100 each. The
winners were chosen by a panel o f Historical Society
Council members. The awards were presented in June
in the high school lecture hall.
Honorable mention goes to 9th grader Lauren
Petrillo for her essay on Perkins School entitled.
“Light Beyond the Darkness".
Third place went to Michael Guyumdzhyan
for his essay on “The Quilt o f Watertown: Proud
Armenian America". Second place went to Ben
Lowry for his essay on “The Influence o f Benjuamin
Robbins Curtis". First place went to 11th grader
Cristopher Patvakanian Philip Zane Darch: Seaman
1st Class, Selfless Hero" which is printed here.
You can read all four essays on our website
at www.historicalsocietyofvvatertownma.org.
I have lived on Philip Darch Road my entire
life. Every time I passed my street's sign on the way
tome, I never gave a second thought as to why it was
ailed Philip Darch. Recently, I decided to give the
sign a closer look and the discoveries sparked from
that one name transpired far beyond anything I could
ever imagine. It turned out to be no coincidence that

Philip Darch. who served in the Navy, was the name
given to the street that would house veterans who had
returned from World War II. Unfortunately, Darch
himself never had the chance to live in the Veteran
housing because he was among the 2000+ victims o f
the Pearl Harbor attack in 1941. Nevertheless, I find
that Darch was a particularly important member o f
Watertown because his service and sacrifice to
protect America answered the call to action when it
was needed most. It takes a very brave and selfless
person to enlist in the Armed Forces, and Philip
Darch was just that kind o f young man when he
decided to leave his life behind to join the Navy.

Philip Darch Road is located o ff Lexington Street
Before I began my research on Philip Darch. I
found it important to explore his family's history in
order to get a better understanding o f what factors and
experiences might have influenced his home
environment. Darch's father. Philip James Darch. was
born in Kilkenny, Australia, a suburb o f the city
Adelaide, on May 15, 1893. I was unable to
determine how long he continued to live there after
his birth, but according to naturalization papers filed

was that Darch Jr. was a student in the Watertown
Public School system, and completed his education
up until Watertown High School. According to the
1940 Census, he left high school after completing one
full year. He would never end up graduating, as
Philip Zane Darch left his sophomore year to serve in
the Navy on April 23, 1940.

in 1927, Darch Sr. moved to the United States in
1912. The documents show that Philip James
travelled by train (most likely the Canadian Pacific
Railway) from Vancouver, Canada to Sweet Grass,
Montana. This meant that sometime between 1892 1912, he must have moved from southern Australia to
Canada, although no records document this journey.
After living just five years in the United
States, Philip James Darch traveled to California and
joined in the Navy to tight in World War I. His
enlistment documents incorrectly stated that his place
o f birth wfas in Arizona, U.S.A., which led me to
believe that either Darch deliberately gave false
information because his origin did not qualify him to
serve or that there was some sort of clerical error in
processing his papers from the Navy's side. Either
way, Darch Sr. served as Boatswain's mate second
class from 1917 to 1919. until being honorably
discharged. That same year, Philip Darch Sr. married
Lucy Myrtle Robinson, who w?as two years younger
than him.
Lucy Myrtle Robinson was born in
Robbinston. Maine in the year 1895 to parents who
had long established their roots in the northeast. Her
mother, Agnes Bowden, had generations o f family
living in Maine, but her father William John
Robinson and his parents were all from Canada. My
guess is that somewhere along the course o f Darch
Sr.'s journey from Australia to the U.S., he met the
Robinson family in Canada or Maine, and had
arrangements to marry Lucy set up during that time.
According to the 1920 Census, the Robinsons were
living in Watertown, and Philip and Lucy Darch were
listed as boarders in the household, which is the first
documentation of them living together and being in
Watertown. Later on, the couple would have their
own home and Darch Sr. would wnrk as a bricklayer
for contractors while Lucy worked as a Lorelady at
the Hood Rubber factory. Starting with the birth o f
their only son. Philip Zane Darch. the Darch's would
have five additional daughters throughout the 1920s
and 1930s.
On October 21, 1921 Lucy gave birth to
Philip Zane Darch in Watertown. Not much is known
about Philip Zane as a child, but he was baptized by
the Methodist Episcopal Church on April 5, 1931,
when he was ten years old. That ceremony entitled
him to receive frill membership in the Church when
“the requirements o f the Discipline shall have been
met”, something that I don't know if Darch ever got a
chance to fulfill. One thing that was known, however.

Watertown's Philip Zane Darch
Lor parents who have children going into the
Armed forces during times o f peace, the stress and
anxiety is already a large burden, but with the
tensions o f WWII spreading globally, the pressure on
Lucy and Philip Sr. was undoubtedly agonizing. It
must have been even more unbearably difficult for
Doris, Barbara Aida Mae. Ruth and Shirley, Philip
Jr.'s five younger siblings (whose ages ranged from
just 5 years old to 16) to see their only big brother
leave the house at just 19 years old.
The decision to enlist must have been equally
if not more challenging for Darch Jr., but the
underlying love for his country and desire to protect
the republic pushed him to take on that duty. I also
believe that Philip Sr. serving in the Navy during
WWI had a profound influence on his son's
continuation with the same branch o f the Armed
forces. Perhaps the desire to carry on the legacy or
inspiration from war stories were motives behind the
choice to pick the Navy, but what is for certain that is
what Darch Jr. was prepared to invest his future. He
2

did however have different positions than his father,
and served as both a seaman first class and also,
according to a newspaper article, a radioman first
lass. As a seaman first class. Philip Zane Darch
would have been performing duties and tasks meant
to help him learn the basic skills needed on a Navy
ship. As a radioman first class, he might have been in
charge o f receiving and organizing the ship's
important messages that came in alphanumeric
coding via radio transmissions. Since it was his first
experience ever in the Navy, it is understandable that
Darch Jr. did not have any o f the extremely powerful
or popular positions that were reserved for the more
tenured and trained men. It's quite possible that as a
newcomer. Darch was just among those who assisted
in the organization and cleanliness o f the ship,
waiting to gain experience and later on rise up
through the ranks. What happened exactly in that
time period he served is impossible to trace, but the
descriptions o f those duties from other military
personnel potentially capture what life could have
been like for Darch Jr. starting out as a lower class
Navy man.
Philip Zane Darch had been assigned to the
U.S.S. Arizona, which would be the first and last
ilace that he served in the United States Navy. On
December 7th. 1941 the Japanese Forces attacked the
U.S. Naval base in Pearl Harbor, where the U.S.S.
Arizona was stationed. Four bombs hit the ship and
Darch Jr. was among the 2.403 Americans who lost
their lives on the tragic day. When word came to
Watertown that he had died in action, the town held a
memorial service on January 27, 1942 inside St.
John's Methodist Church. Many people including
“relatives and friends, members of the American
Legion, and a group from the Watertown High
School” attended the service that day, as Philip Zane
Darch had been the first Watertown resident that died
fighting in WWII.
Years after the war had finished, the town
acquired a portion o f land off o f Lexington Street in
December o f 1949 to create Veteran housing for all
o f the soldiers that had returned. The initial plan was
to create 168 brick units on streets that would be
named Darch Street, after Philip Zane Darch. and
Robert Ford Road, after another soldier who had died
in action in 1944. The shorter version o f Philip
Jarch’s name, however, was later petitioned on April
.3, 1959 by a man named Francis Lightbody. Francis
Lightbody, the Commander o f the Veterans' Post and
also on the Housing Committee, was cited as

seconding a change to have the full name for the
street in Article 51 o f The Annual Reports o f
Watertown 1959. His suggestions, out of the two
others given, was the only one that got approved, and
thus the street name changed to Philip Darch Road, as
it is to this day.
\

Veteran's housing construction underway in 1949
(Courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library)
Philip Zane Darch was not just some World
War II casualty Watertown has a street named after.
He was an older brother, a son. a friend, and
inspiration to his community. Darch Jr. was important
to this town because he didn't cower away in fear and
panic during one o f the darkest times o f humanity,
but he rather chose to go in the Navy to protect the
people and country he loved. The determination
Philip Zane Darch had to do what was difficult but
right is something that everyone can learn from
today in the community and country as a whole.
Philip Darch let go o f his personal life and said
goodbye to 5 sisters and his parents, knowing very
well there might be a chance that he would never see
them again. But he also knew that he was doing the
right thing by answering the call to action, which
allowed him to put his personal priorities aside.
Society today tends to sometimes approach political,
social, and economic issues from a one sided
perspective, with individuals hoping to gain the most
for one group rather that achieve justice for all. Philip
Zane Darch's service is a shining example o f the
important contributions to society that people who
separate themselves from their personal wishes can
accomplish.
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accomplish some o f their everyday tasks. Twenty-two
Watertown non-profits signed up to request
volunteers to help them paint, do yard work, clean up
green space, build a fence, and much more.
Some volunteers had a favorite non-profit and
helped out there. Some had been interested in one in
particular but didn't know how to get involved.
Others just wanted to help out wherever they were
needed. This was their chance to meet some o f the
people who run these organizations and see what they
do.
Veteran's housing construction in 1949, Dutch Rd.
(Courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library>)

The Historical Society appreciates the effort
taken by Social Studies Coordinator Kraig Gustafson
and the high school staff to encourage students to
develop an interest in the history o f their town. We
look forward to reading the essays every year.

WATERTOWN HELPS OUT VOLUNTEER DAY

Katie weeding one o f the flower beds
The Historical Society was one o f those non
profits. We requested volunteers to help us clean up
and mulch the flower beds in the yard o f the Society's
headquarters, the Edmund Fowle House.

Dozens of residents volunteered the weekend
o f May 2 to take part in the Watertown Community
Foundation's 2nd annual Volunteer Day, aptly named
“Watertown Helps Out” (WHO).

Min tidying up the plantings in front o f the house
Lisa, Lara and Bella in the yard o f the Fowle House
We had eight people volunteer to help us:
Lisa Cordiero and her daughter Lara. Isabella
Johnson. Megan Harrington. Andrew Crawford.

Many non-profits in town are run totally by
volunteers or are short staffed, and they need help to
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grateful to the Community Foundation for organizing
this wonderful way o f giving back to the Watertown
community. And. o f course, we couldn't do what we
do without the volunteers.

Katie Wise, Min Chen and Mike Ward. A few
Historical Society Councilors also pitched in.
including Peggy Anderson (who supervised the yard
vork), Joyce Kelly and Margie Wayne.
Getting the Fowle House gardens ready for
spring is a big task. What usually takes many hours
over several weekends was completed by 11 people
in a few hours.

SOCIETY LOANS ARTIFACT
TO STATE HOUSE
A Golden Cookie Factory cookie tin/basket
donated to us several years ago by Mary Keenan and
her sister Joan Clifford is on loan to and will shortly
be on display at the State House in Boston.
The Senate President invited each Senator to
procure an item from a museum, gallery or historical
society that represents their district. The items will be
displayed in the locked glass cabinets in Senate
Room 428. Senator Brownsberger’s office contacted
us asking if we had something we wmild loan them.
It could not be perishable nor more than 18 inches
tall.

Megan and Mike work on the side yard.
The Community Foundation held a “KickjfF’ breakfast in the morning from 8:30 to 10:00 at
the Arsenal Project, with plenty o f delicious food,
exciting music and lots o f good company.

Red-and-tan “picnic basket "from the Golden Cookie
Factory
We chose the cookie tin/basket. The signage
will say, "'The Golden Cookie Company in
Watertown was founded when sample cookies baked
to demonstrate J. W. Greer's metal mesh conveyor
belts manufactured for commercial bakeries proved
wildly popular. The factory, an important source of
employment in Watertown's East End, is still
remembered for its enticing baking smells and for the
big twenty five cent bags o f broken cookies."

Indrew dug out a particularly stubborn plant
All o f the non-profits w ere very pleased w ith
the turnout of more than 150 volunteers and VERY
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SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn o f the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need o f a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or davidT/isauro landscapinu.com

Wording, embossed inside the cookie tin

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION

WATERTOWN COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION AWARD

Members receive our quarterly publication o f
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September.
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.

The Historical Society has been awarded a
grant to cover the cost o f creating 250 copies o f a
newly updated version o f the self guided bicycle tour
booklet “'Wheels Along the River: Past Present &
Future.” The tour covers six miles in Watertown
beginning at the Edmund Fowle House at 28
Marshall Street and ending at Saltonstall Park/The
Soldier’s Monument.
The booklet center-fold shows a map o f the
route. Other sites on the route include Common Street
Cemetery, the site o f the Old Railroad Crossing at the
School and Walnut Streets, the site of the Bemis and
Aetna Mills, and the Roger Clap landing site.
The booklet was created in 2007 and recently
updated by three Historical Society historians to
reflect various changes bringing the description o f the
tour up-to-date for 2015. The booklets will be
available at the Edmund Fowle House.

N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip :______________________________
Email:
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown. MA 02472.

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION
AWARDS

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Margie Wayne - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

We again want to thank all of our dedicated
volunteers that were recognized at our Annual
Meeting on May 26: Ted Wayne. David Sauro,
David Russo. Betty Rowan. Lynn Rardin, Lynne
O'Connell, Clare Murphy and Don Berg. You
provide a great service to the Historical Society and
the Watertown Community. We honestly couldn't
do what we do without you.

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Ruth Arena
Robert Childs
E. Joyce Munger
Karl Neugebauer Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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THE COMMANDER’S MANSION
CELEBRATES 150 YEARS
On September 13, 2015 the Commander's
Mansion celebrated their 150th year. Mansion
Facility Manager Tammy McKenna spearheaded
the 150th birthday celebration, coordinating the
help o f local arts organizations, the Historical
Society o f Watertown, and others over several
mcreasingly busy weeks. We thank Historical
Society President Marilynne Roach, who was one o f
the planners and one o f the docents that day, for
writing the bulk o f this article.

engineer renowned for an innovative method o f
hollow-casting cannon, weathered that and other
charges before his transfer to the Rock Island
Arsenal in Illinois where he built another similar
house.

A fro n t view o f the elegant Commander's Mansion
Built in 1865, the Commander's Mansion
elebrates its 150th anniversary this year. Built by
General Thomas Rodman with plans approved by
Washington and on budget, its grandeur attracted
controversy from his political enemies. Rodman, an

Assistant Facility Manager Casey Friend and
Facility Manager Tammy McKenna in front o f a
painting o f Thomas Rodman by Dorothy Gunther

\

The Mansion is a particularly fine example
o f mid-Victorian domestic architecture, built by
Watertown brick mason Thomas French (who was
also responsible for many other Arsenal buildings).
It ties the present to General Rodman, an engineer
renowned for his innovative method o f hollow
casting canon, and to the life o f the Watertown
Arsenal that has played such a large part in
Watertown's economy and the nation's defense.
Ornamental
wrought
iron
Corinthian
columns flank the front door o f the magnificent
brick mansion, with a veranda overlooking the
surrounding 7 acres o f land. The house has 27
rooms, 11 marble fireplaces and 13 foot high
ceilings. There are herringbone pattern designs in
the wrooden floors made up o f mahogany, birch,
butternut, black walnut, cedar and oak. The home is
brightened by the windows that run almost floor to
ceiling. Many o f the rooms have elaborate basrelief, plaster trim moldings and ceiling medallions.
Circular skylights draw attention to the ceilings in
the second and third floor halls.

In 1908. the grounds were landscaped by the
Frederick Law Olmsted firm. Among O lm sted's
other landscape designs were Boston’s Emerald
Necklace and New York’s Central Park.
The house remained the official Residence
o f all subsequent Commanders o f the Watertown
Arsenal and the Commanders o f its successor, the
Army Materials and Research Center, with their
families.
During its years as a family home the
Mansion acquired up to date plumbing and heating.
Once purchased by Watertown, it became a site for
weddings, corporate meetings, reunions, and town
functions. The town installed air conditioning and
an elevator, as well as converted servants' quarters
to offices and altered the kitchen to accommodate
caterers. In 1999. local interior designers decorated
the various rooms for a Junior League event that
opened the building to its new public life.
It was placed on the National Register o f
Historic Places in January o f 1976.
Although weather moved the 150th year
commemoration opening ceremonies to the adjacent
tent nothing dampened the celebration. Thanks to
the efforts o f the Watertown Veterans Office, the
USS Constitution Color Guard and a volley (outside
the tent) from the Shutt Detachment opened the
proceedings.

The USS Constitution Color Guard with Revels
singers in the background

Note the herringbone patterned floor in the hall

After a brief welcome from Watertown
Council President Mark Sideris, the Revels Singers
performed era appropriate American hymns and
British pub tunes. After that the house was open for

visitors to explore and to examine the historical
exhibits in the first floor rooms. Throughout the
afternoon New Repertory players presented poetry
Readings, the Watertown Savings Bank sponsored
face painting and popcorn in the tent, the
Watertown Recreation Department provided lawn
games, and Food Trucks set up in the parking area.

Visitors included locals curious about the
Mansion, people who had worked there in the past,
and three generations o f former Arsenal
Commander Col. Charles B. Wheelers' descendants.

Descendants o f Commander Col. Charles Wheeler.
who was Commander from 1908 - 1 9 1 7
Items on display> included the servant's call box.
photographs and a bulletproof vest

E. JOYCE MUNGER
It is with great sadness we report that one o f
our fellow Historical Society Councilors. Joyce
Munger. passed away in August.

Joyce Munger in front o f the apartments at 100
Warren Street. named in her honor in 2011
Joyce was known by almost everyone in town
and loved by all who knew her.

A model o f the nuclear reactor that was on the
Arsenal property' in the 1960s
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Rep. Henry Bear presented a large framed
copy o f a northern map showing the borders o f
Mi'Kmaq and St. John’s territory. He spoke about his
ancestor Ambrose Bear who signed the treaty. He
informed us that he submitted a bill to the Maine
Legislature that was recently passed that will change
the name o f “B Stream" in Houlton, Maine to
“Captain Ambrose Bear Stream”. The new bill
requires the Maine Department o f Transportation to
replace highway signs with the new name.

She had been on the Historical Society
Council since 1974. She was involved in many other
organizations in town, including as Chairperson o f
the Watertown Housing Authority and Director of the
Watertown Boys & Girls Club. She was secretary for
the Mt. Auburn Hospital auxiliary, involved in the
League o f Women Voters, the American Legion, the
Relay for Life, and many other groups.
She had been called “Mrs. Watertown" and
was known as a party girl who was always the life o f
the party and always had a funny and interesting story
to share about her life and the things she has done.
She was involved in the planning o f the
town's Bicentennial celebration in 1976, in our 350th
celebration in 1980, our 375th in 2005, and many
other Watertown events. As the Watertown TAB
once said, “If you grew up in Watertown, chances are
you went to an event run by Joyce Munger.”
Joyce loved this town and served it for 60
years. We offer our condolences to her family and
friends. She will be greatly missed at the Historical
Society and at other organizations in Watertown.

JULY 1776 CELEBRATION
Rep. Henty Bear showing the northern map
The Historical Society once again reenacted
the reading o f the Declaration of Independence from
a Council Chamber window on the 2nd floor o f the
Edmund Fowle House, first done on July 18, 1776.
We also celebrated the Treaty o f Watertown, signed
on July 19, 1776 in the Council Chamber o f the
Edmund Fowle House.
This year, we were very pleased to again have
Henry Bear as one o f our special guests. Mr. Bear is a
descendant o f two o f the signers of the Treaty of
Watertown - Ambrose Bear and Newell Saulis (their
names were recorded as Ambrose Var and Newell
Wallis on the Treaty and in the minutes from 1776).
Henry Bear is also the Maliseet Tribal Representative
to the Maine House o f Representatives.
We also welcomed Chief Ron Knockwood of
the Mi’kmaq Grand Council - Shubenacadie District
and Wallace Dailey, Accessions Archivist at the
Massachusetts Archives.
Although it was not raining when the event
began, it soon started and we moved into the Council
Chamber o f the Fowle House. It was a very intimate
setting for the remainder o f the program.

This was Chief Ron Knockwood’s first time
attending the event and he spoke about the
importance and responsibilities o f being a member o f
the Grand Council. He very much enjoyed the
program and hopes to attend future celebrations.

C hief Knockwood\ Governor's Councilor Marilyn
Devaney, Noel Rainville and C hief Roland Jerome.
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This scholarship will replace the Victor N. Loukas
essay contest in Watertown High School. The essay
contest in the Middle School will continue.

Wallace Dailey from the Mass. Archives
made some comments connecting the room we were
all in to the Council records that are held in the State
'u'chives.
After the program. Native American singing
and drumming occurred in the old kitchen.
Refreshments were funded in part by a Community
Foundation Block Party Grant.

2015 VICTOR N. LOUKAS
ESSAY CONTEST
In 2011, the Historical Society of Watertown
was pleased to begin co-sponsoring an essay contest
in honor o f Victor N. Loukas. a retired U. S. History
teacher who completed his student teaching at the
West Junior High School in Watertown in 1958 and
whose children all graduated from Watertown High
School. The idea and the funds for this essay contest
were provided by his daughter, Elisabeth Loukas, in
honor o f her father.
The students had a choice of topics, which
included recounting their own immigration story or
omeone else's. The winners w^ere chosen by
inembers o f the Loukas family.
The First Place winner at the High School.
Michael Stewart, received $250 for his essay. Second
Place went to Maddy Luciano who received $150.
and Third Place went to Rachel Campbell who
received $100 for her essay.
The First Place winner at the Middle School.
Mange Camara, received $ 150 for the essay. Second
Place went to Kate Myler who received $75, and
Third Place went to Bandna Kaur who received $25.

Elise Loukas and her father Victor Loukas
The High School scholarship will be
awarded to a graduating senior who excels in social
studies and/or plans to pursue a career as a social
studies teacher and who exhibits the good
citizenship Mr. Loukas encouraged and displayed.
The annual recipient will be chosen by the Chair o f
the history department at the High School and a
High School Guidance Counselor.

TOURS FOR STUDENTS

VICTOR N. LOUKAS
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
FUND
For the past five years the Loukas Family
has collaborated with the Historical Society o f
Watertown to sponsor the Victor N. Loukas Essay
^ontest. Sadly Mr. Loukas passed away in March.
This summer the Loukas family collaborated
with the Historical Society to set up the Victor N.
Loukas Memorial Scholarship Fund in his memory.

Two special tours o f the Edmund Fowl e House were
set up fo r the incoming High School students
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RECENT DONATIONS

SAURO LANDSCAPING

The Historical Society o f Watertown has
received several artifacts this year, including:
From Historical Society Councilor Peggy
Anderson - a 1975 High School Red Raiders mug
From Ted Wayne - a town water bill from
1953 to the previous owner o f his house
From Barbara Clapp - a copy o f the book
“Watertown on the Charles” by Charles T. Burke

The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn o f the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need o f a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or davidfcTisauro landscapinu.com

Our thanks go out to all of our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown's history for future
generations.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION

LAST CHANCE TO SEE
EXHIBITS AT THE
FOWLE HOUSE

Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September.
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.

Our exhibits will be up until the end o f the
year. There are a few more opportunities to view
them. We currently are exhibiting “Watertown and
the Civil War” in the North Parlor and “A Mi’Kmaw
Woman’s Award Winning Legacy” in the South
Parlor.
We are open on Sunday - Oct 25, Saturday
- Nov 14, Sunday - Nov 22, and Saturday - Dec
12. Visiting hours are from 11:00 to 2:00 pm. The
exhibits are free and open to the public.
We are open for tours of the house on the
3rd Sunday of the month - Oct 18, Nov 15 and Dec
20 from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. The last scheduled tour
begins at 3:15 pm. Fees are Adults: $5.00, Under 12
and over 65: $3.00.

N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State. Z ip:______________________________
Email:
$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown. MA 02472.

YOUR ADDRESS LABEL
AND YOUR DUES

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Margie Wayne - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

The address labels on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society reflect the fiscal
year for which you have paid your dues. Our fiscal
year runs May 1 through April 30. If your label
reads “Apr 15 - 16” your dues are paid through
April 2016. If you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year.

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Robert Childs
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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Ruth Arena
Karl Neugebauer
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“SAND BANKS” CEMETERY PROJECT
Almost single-handedly, Bill McEvoy has
become a one-man “Friends o f Sand Banks
Cemetery”.
Already a volunteer at Mount Auburn
Cemetery researching historical data utilized by
their docents for tours and talks. Bill became
interested in the adjacent Mount Auburn Catholic
Cemetery (also known as Sand Banks Cemetery and
Cottage Street Cemetery) while researching local
Civil War soldiers for programs at Mount Auburn
commemorating the Sesquicentennial o f the Civil
War (1861 - 1865). He found at least 140 o f them
there and soon his concern extended to the rest o f
this mainly overlooked burial ground.
Sand Banks Cemetery is owned by, and
receives minimal care from, the Archdiocese o f
Boston. Not all graves are marked and many o f the
monuments are weathered and in need o f repair.
Many o f the monuments have fallen face up/down
and others are in danger o f falling. There are
23,000+ people buried in a little less than 7 acres.

An aerial view>o f Sand Banks Cemetery - Cottage
Street comes in at the upper left corner and Mount
Auburn Cemetery' surrounds it on the other 3 sides.

If you look at and aerial view o f Mount
Auburn Cemetery from any search engine you will
notice the lush tree cover. The Catholic Cemetery is
the wedge o f barren ground to the left. Sand Banks
Cemetery is entirely located in Watertown. Mount
Auburn Cemetery, despite its Cambridge address, is
93% in Watertown.
In 2010, the Historical Society put Bill in
touch with a former Board member o f the Society,
Ken Rand, who had done research on the cemetery
in the 1990s. and had made copies o f the records
that were held at the Calvary Catholic Cemetery in
Waltham before the records were transferred to the
Catholic Cemetery Association at Holy Cross
Cemetery at Malden. In late fall o f that year. Bill
and a few Historical Society members met Ken at
the cemetery for a walk through and some
background on Ken's research.
Ken’s copies were from a bound book,
noting the name and date o f burials listed by month.
The copies included pages from January 1, 1885 to
1947 (approx. 6,500 names) with the exception of
January 1. 1910 - June 1, 1911. He also had copies
o f some lot cards from burials after 1947. Ken had
prepared a range map o f the cemetery that he also
made available to Bill and the Historical Society.
Bill made copies o f this information and in
2012 began to post it into an Excel spreadsheet and
then to www.FindAGrave.com as he went along.
That w-as the initial goal o f the pro ject.
Continuing to search for missing records, he
researched names in the Archdiocese o f Boston's
Archives in Braintree, gaining access to the burial
book from the first burial in April 1854 to June

1882 (approx. 16,000 names). By the end o f 1864.
99% o f the 5.321 lots had been sold. Records are
missing from July 1, 1882 to December 31, 1884.

around the First Irish Famine or their post
immigration descendants. The study also reflects
residents from the Catholic Portuguese immigration,
two Catholic Africans, 140 Irish Civil War
Veterans. 13 Priests and 9 Physicians. There are 25
known victims o f homicide.
When the data is viewed sorted in order by
City/town or Street, the causes o f death indicate that
life was difficult for the immigrants o f the First
Famine. There are 20 suicides in this consecrated
ground, many deaths from teething, cholera, croup,
bronchitis, deaths from childbirth in older women,
laborers who died at work leaving families without
support, and many children who drowned or were
scalded. A review o f the deaths on certain streets
indicates that many members o f families died in
close order. If a worker died on the job they just put
another immigrant laborer in their place. Most men
were laborers and many died in workplace
accidents. The largest cause o f deaths was from
communicable lung diseases.

The grave o f Rev. John Halloran
A view’ from the Cottage Street entrance
Bill then searched records on Ancestry.com.
Familysearch.com and the Massachusetts Secretary
o f State's on-line recorded deaths from 1841 to
1910. He became interested in the causes o f death,
occupations, residences, places o f death, places o f
birth, spouses* names, maiden names, parents'
names and their places o f birth.
A review o f the vital statistic death records
from 1854 to 1920 revealed this (as well as other
information): Most o f people buried at Catholic
Mount Auburn Cemetery resided in the North End
Section o f Boston. The second most common place
o f residence was Cambridge. Most o f the lots were
purchased by people who were born in Ireland. It is
likely that the residents o f the Catholic Mount
Auburn Cemetery are people who immigrated

In records, Bill often found burials being
noted as at “Mount Auburn" instead o f Catholic
Mount Auburn. The staff at the Mount Auburn
Cemetery indicated that, over the years, people have
come to that cemetery looking for the graves o f
their relatives. Those names noted in the municipal
death records as being buried at “Mount Auburn"
are not noted in the burial records o f Mount Auburn
Cemetery.
In 2013, Mr. McEvoy was presented with
the Historic Resources Preservation Award from the
Watertown Historical Commission for this work.
Bill has generously shared the results o f this
on-going project and continues to find valuable
information. The searchable spreadsheet he has
?

carried on the work o f governing during the first
year and a half o f the War o f Independence.

created will be posted on our website in February
2016. It will also be shared with the Watertown
Free Public Library, the Watertown Dept, o f Public
/orks and the town's Veterans Agent.
An interesting side note - Bill found his
maternal great-great-grandparents buried in the
cemetery in an unmarked grave, as well as a few
distant cousins.

Maj. Jack Piantedosi, Commander's Adjutant Ron
Morneau, Commander Col. Ron Barnes, Capt.
Daniel May, and Col. James Whalen
Organized July 4, 1876. the Legion seeks to
perpetuate the military organizations who served
and protected our country before, during and
subsequent to the Revolutionary War, the existing
commands and their successors, to preserve their
traditions and records, encourage patriotism, respect
the Constitution, and honor our present armed
forces.
For more information about the Centennial
Legion visit wrww.centenniallegion.com.

A coyote among the gravestones and the concrete
vail dividing this cemetery from Mount Auburn
For our March public program. Bill will be
conducting a slideshow lecture on Sand Banks
Cemetery, his research, statistics o f those buried
there, as well as photos and information on some o f
the residents. The presentation will be held at the
Watertown Free Public Library at 123 Main Street
on Wednesday, March 23, 2016 at 7:00 pm.

WATERTOWN PROVINCIAL
GUARD HONORED
The Centennial Legion o f Historic Military
Commands inducted W atertown's own Provincial
Guard into the membership o f their organization on
December 12, 2015 at the Historical Society o f
W atertown's Edmund Fowle House.
Legion Commander Col. Ron Barnes
resented a framed membership certificate to Maj.
ack Piantedosi in the Council Chamber where the
executive branch of the Massachusetts legislature

The Provincial Guard firing a musket volley in front
o f the Edmund Fowle House on Marshall Street
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historical society that represents their district.
Senator Brownsberger's office contacted us and we
chose the cookie tin donated to the Historical Society
several years ago by Mary Keenan and her sister Joan
Clifford.

MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM
DAY AT THE STATE HOUSE
On October 7, 2015, the Historical Society
o f Watertown joined the New England Museum
Association (NEMA) for Mass. Museums Day to
celebrate the diversity and unique achievements o f
museums
and
museum
professionals
in
Massachusetts.
Massachusetts Museums Day brought
together the statewide museum community for an
afternoon event, featuring speakers, displays from
participating
museums,
conversation
with
colleagues, and a reception in the State House to
meet and mingle with our legislators.

Red-and-tan Golden Cookie Factory “picnic basket ”
We were escorted to Room 428. a room used
for meetings scheduled by the Senate President's
office, which usually has 50-100 people at a briefing
or hearing. The door to the room is locked when not
in use and when there is a meeting a court officer is in
the room. The glass cases remain locked at all times.

Historical Society Education Chair Peggy Anderson
and President Marilynne Roach giving out copies o f
the Treaty o f Watertown at the State House
Each museum was eager and proud to share
their unique resources and achievements with other
museum representatives.
While we were there, we decided to visit
Senate Room 428 where the Golden Cookie Factory
cookie tin/basket we loaned to the State House is on
display. You may remember that last spring the
Senate President invited each Massachusetts Senator
to acquire an item from a museum, gallery or

The Golden Cookie tin is in the bottom left corner
We were very impressed by the stunning
meeting room and the beautiful display made up o f
artifacts from the various Massachusetts museums.
Other items on display include a transcript o f Bridget
Bishop's 1692 hearing (above our cookie tin) from
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the Corwin House (aka the Witch House) in Salem
and a 19th century woman's boot from the Lynn
Historical Society.
The display is open to the public. The next
ume you are in Boston, stop at the information desk
in State House and ask to see the exhibit cases in
Room 428. They will provide an escorted visit.

You may recall that back in 2009 we had UV
blocking film installed on our windows. In order to
protect our collections further from being damaged
by light, we recently had high quality, light blocking
shades installed on all o f the windows in the museum
part of the house - 24 windows!
Our thanks to all who contributed to the cause.

FOWLE HOUSE OUTFITTED
WITH LIGHT BLOCKING
SHADES

TOURS AND EXHIBITS
The Historical Society o f Watertown offers
tours o f the 1772 Edmund Fowle House on the third
Sunday o f the month, except in July and August.
Tour hours are from 1:00 - 4:00 pm with the last
tour at 3:15 pm. Adults: $5; Students/Seniors: $3.
If you missed our exhibits wTien they were
open during 2015, you have other chances to see
them for a while longer. On view at no charge
during house tour hours are our two exhibits, which
may be viewed without taking a tour o f the house:
“Watertown and the Civil War" and “A Mi’Kmaw
W oman's Award Winning Legacy”

The Historical Society wishes to thank all o f
you who answered our Annual Appeal letter last year
and donated toward room darkening/light blocking
shades.

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NEEDS YOU!
The Historical Society's mission is to help
preserve the rich history o f Watertown. The Society
was founded in 1888 and throughout the years has
preserved artifacts from Watertown’s past and
published papers researched by members o f its
Board, as well as books about Watertown and all o f
the early Town Records.
The Edmund Fowle House at 28 Marshall
Street serves as the home o f the Historical Society
o f Watertown. Built in 1772, the Fowle House is the
second oldest surviving house in Watertown. At the
beginning o f the American Revolution it served as
headquarters for the executive branch o f the
Massachusetts government from July 1775. to
September 1776. The Treaty o f Watertown was
signed on July 19, 1776, in the Council Chamber on
the second floor. This treaty was the first to be
signed between the new United States (represented
by Massachusetts) and a foreign power (the
Mikmaq and St. John's Indian Nations).
The Society has many wonderful programs
open to the public throughout the year, sponsors

Light blocking shades installed in the North Parlor
The Edmund Fowle House is an elegant
structure with large windows that let in a lot of light.
It is a beautiful and welcoming building on a bright
and sunny day. but the light is not good for the
Society’s collection o f artifacts. Our collection
consists o f books, manuscripts, artwork, textiles and
clothing, furniture, photographs, tools and personal
memorabilia. We also consider the Edmund Fowle
House an important and highly visible part o f our
collection.
Visible light and ultraviolet (UV) light effects
nost materials, causing damage that ranges from
lading and discoloration, to eventual disintegration o f
materials. Light damage is cumulative and
irreversible.
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essays on historical topics from Watertown
students, conducts stroller tours and 3rd grade bus
tours o f historical sites in town, and collaborates
with our Native American colleagues to observe the
Treaty o f Watertown and the reading o f the
Declaration o f Independence. The Historical
Society also conducts tours of the Edmund Fowle
House and interprets the many artifacts on display
in our house museum.
All o f this is done by volunteers. The
Historical Society Board is made up o f Officers and
Councilors that work together to achieve our
objectives, the most important is to keep the
Historical Society going for many years to come.
We are currently looking for a Recording
Secretary to document minutes of our monthly
business meetings.
Do you enjoy learning about Watertown's
history, its burial grounds, your ancestors as well as
prominent and famous people o f Watertown? Do
you want to learn more about the Fowle House and
help us conduct tours, or help with school outreach
programs, or our collections and help create
exhibits? Come join the Board o f the Historical
Society. We meet once a month to discuss
upcoming events and other Society business. We
are looking for volunteers - no experience needed.
And if your hobby is Watertown history, we want
you to share your knowledge with us!
If you are not a member o f the Historical
Society we would love to have you join and find out
more about us and volunteer opportunities.
Please join us at one o f our business
meetings on the 3rd Wednesday o f each month at
6:30 to see what we are all about. Or, for more
information contact Joyce at 781-899-7239 or
iovcekel@aol.com.
Please help us keep the Historical Society
going for the future generations of Watertown!

according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year.

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn o f the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need o f a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscapinu.com

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication o f
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip:______________________________
Email:
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown. MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS

YOUR ADDRESS LABEL
AND YOUR DUES

Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Margie Wayne - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

The address labels on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society reflect the fiscal
year for which you have paid your dues. Our fiscal
year runs May 1 through April 30. If your label
reads “Apr 15 - 16" your dues are paid through
April 2016. If you have an earlier date then.

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Ruth Arena
Robert Childs
Karl Neugebauer
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE GETS DONATION
OF NEW STORM WINDOWS
Thanks to a generous donation from
Stormtite on Belmont Street in Watertown, the 1772
Edmund Fowle House, headquarters o f the
historical Society o f Watertown, now has 12 storm
vindows installed on the newer. 1870s section of
the house.
Having them will not only save on heating
bills in the winter, but this summer, the screen
section (an improvement over the collapsible
screens we have been using) will help eliminate the
flying visitors we have become accustomed to in the
past. And as you know, insects are a threat to our
historic collections.
After the installation o f the 12 windows, I
was upstairs showing a volunteer around in a room
that does not yet have storm windows. It was a very
windy day and, even though the windows were
closed, the shades were moving from the wind
outside. We went downstairs to the Society's library
room (pictured on the right getting the storm
windows installed) and it was warm and
comfortable. We could already feel a difference!
The installed storm windows include three
on the bow window' in the library, four in the office,
one in the Visitors Center, one in the galley, one in
he bathroom and two in the #26 hallway.
The Society's goal is to install storm
windows on the entire house. As you can imagine,
the old windows in the Fowle House are quite
drafty and sometimes water seeps in during a heavy

rain storms. Having storm windows will help
preserve the house, lower the heating bills and make
it more comfortable for the volunteers who freeze
their fingers and toes off w hile working in the office
and throughout the house in the cold weather.

Roger (on ladder) and Alvin from Stormtite install
storm windows on the 1870s bow window addition
o f the Edmund Fowle House
Because we received substantial grants from
the state in 2004 and 2006 for the restoration o f the

Fowle House, there is a Preservation Restriction on
it and we must get approval from the Mass.
Historical Commission for any work (other than
repairs) done to the house. The Mass. Historical
Commission approves o f Harvey Tru-Channel
storm windows and gave us the OK and a
“congratulations”.
We are currently fundraising toward the
purpose o f purchasing the remaining 18 storm
windows. We have received several generous
donations earmarked for this project through our
Annual Appeal this year and last year.
The remaining windows, however, are going
to be a little trickier. It appears that Edmund Fowle
had quite a fancy house built, choosing trim for
around the outside windows that is beveled, not flat.
Storm windows need to be affixed to a flat surface.
We have spoken with a member o f the Society who
has done work on the house for us in the past, and
he has a possible work-around for this problem. We
will pursue this when the weather gets warmer.
The Historical Society is very grateful to
Nadia at Stormtite who contacted us after receiving
our Annual Appeal letter and arranged the donation.

FOWLE HOUSE ROOF AND
GUTTER REPAIRS

After reviewing the estimates, the Historical
Society hired Derek Barnes Construction. While
replacing the rotted sections o f the gutter, he
discovered a hole in the fascia board and
determined that water was entering through hole
and traveling down a beam to a stud. Repairs were
quickly completed and we will monitor the area for
any more signs o f water entering.

Derek and Tony work on the Fowle House ro o f and
gutters

COUNCIL CHAMBER GETS
NEW CURTAINS

A few times after a heavy, windswept rain,
signs o f water infiltration was showing up in the old
kitchen in the manner o f drips down the faux
window. We also noticed that the plank wall on the
second floor going to the attic was damp on
occasion. We contacted three roof repair companies
to come and take a look.

New curtains decorate the Council Chamber

Rotted gutter/fascia board in the rear corner o f the
Fowle House

Come by for a tour on the third Sunday o f
the month and see the new curtains upstairs in the
Council Chamber. They look beautiful!

upcoming events and other Society business. We
are looking for volunteers - no experience needed.
And if your hobby is Watertown history, we want
you to share your knowledge with us!
If you are not a member o f the Historical
Society we would love to have you join and find out
more about us and volunteer opportunities.
Please join us at one o f our business
meetings on the 3rd Wednesday o f each month at
6:30 to see what we are all about. Or. for more
information contact Joyce at 781-899-7239 or
iovcekelffaol.com . We will be meeting on May 18
and June 15 at the Edmund Fow le House.
Please help us keep the Historical Societygoing for the future generations o f Watertown!

RECORDING SECRETARY
NEEDED
The Historical Society's mission is to help
preserve the rich history of Watertown. The Society
was founded in 1888 and throughout the years has
preserved artifacts from W atertown's past and
published papers researched by members o f its
Board, as well as books about Watertown and all of
the early Town Records.
The Edmund Fowle House at 28 Marshall
Street serves as the home of the Historical Society
o f Watertown. Built in 1772, the Fowle House is the
second oldest surviving house in Watertown. At the
beginning o f the American Revolution it served as
headquarters for the executive branch o f the
Massachusetts government from July 1775. to
September 1776. The Treaty o f Watertown was
signed on July 19, 1776. in the Council Chamber on
the second floor. This treaty was the first to be
signed between the new United States (represented
by Massachusetts) and a foreign power (the
Mi'Kmaq and St. John's Indian Nations).
The Society has many wonderful programs
>pen to the public throughout the year, sponsors
:ssays on historical topics from Watertown
students, conducts stroller tours and 3rd grade bus
tours o f historical sites in town, and collaborates
with our Native American colleagues to observe the
Treaty o f Watertown and the reading o f the
Declaration of Independence. The Historical
Society also conducts tours o f the Edmund Fowle
House and interprets the many artifacts on display
in our house museum.
All o f this is done by volunteers. The
Historical Society Board is made up of Officers and
Councilors that work together to achieve our
objectives, the most important is to keep the
Historical Society going for many years to come.
We are currently looking for a Recording
Secretary to document minutes of our monthly
business meetings.
Do you enjoy learning about Watertown's
history, its burial grounds, your ancestors as well as
prominent and famous people o f Watertown? Do
you want to learn more about the Fowle House and
help us conduct tours, or help with school outreach
irograms. or our collections and help create
exhibits? Come join the Board o f the Historical
Society. We meet once a month to discuss

BICYCLE TOUR BOOKLET
Funded by a grant from the Watertown
Community Foundation, the Historical Society o f
Watertown is pleased to provide this free booklet.
‘'Wheels Along the River, Past, Present &
Future" is a six mile, self-guided bicycle tour
booklet o f historic sites in Watertown. It wras
originally created in 2007 and updated in 2015.

-Past, Present & Future<a six mile, self-guided bicycle tour>
F un d ed by a g ra n t from the

Watertown Community Foundation

“A river runs through it”
Avrii 13. 2015

The tour begins at the Edmund Fowle House
and ends at Saltonstall Park, but you can start and
end anywhere along the route. There is a map on the
center pages.
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Stops along the route include the Common
Street Cemetery, the old railroad crossing, the
Commander's Mansion. Roger Clap's Landing Site,
the Founder's Monument and other historic sites.
PDF copies o f the booklets can be
downloaded from our website and from the Bicycle
and Pedestrian Committee page on the Town o f
W atertown's website.
Paper copies o f the booklet are available at
Watertown Savings Bank Main, East and
Warrendale branches, Watertown Town Hall, the
Watertown Free Public Library/Book Store Cafe.
Panera Bread. Athena Health. Belmont Wheel
Works, Farina's Bicycle Shop and the Edmund
Fowle House.

which transformed the Arsenal property into a
successful center o f commerce, research, and the
arts.
We will miss his good advice, good ideas,
funny stories and his humor. We offer our
condolences to his family and friends. He loved
Watertown and he will be greatly missed at the
Historical Society and at other organizations in town.

RECENT DONATIONS
The Historical Society o f Watertown has
received several donations o f artifacts this year,
including:
From David Bovajian o f Belmont and Rosalie
Hausserman o f Watertown - 200+ packets o f photo
proofs o f families (mostly children) from Watertown
taken by Oxford Studios in the 1940s and 1950s. (We
will be offering these proofs to the children's families
in the near future. Watch the July newsletter and the
Watertown TAB for an upcoming event on this.)
From Doreen Munger and the Estate o f Joyce
Munger - various papers and newspaper articles
related to the Bicentennial, the 350th anniversary and
the 375th anniversary o f Watertown, as well as books
related to Watertown and photos o f various events
From Claire Lyons - various newsletters from
the Stanley Museum, a booklet describing different
Stanley Steamer cars, and photos o f a Stanley
Steamer event on Hunt Street in the 1990s
From Florence Hull Jones o f Great
Barrington - three books on painting written by her
husband Franklin Jones (formerly o f Watertown. We
will be having an exhibit o f his work in the future.)
From Peter Martin Jr. o f Southborough three bound volumes o f the Watertown Herald
newspaper for the years 1948, 1949 and 1951
From Richard Smith - an ox knob, used on
the ends o f cow or ox horns to protect people from
being gouged, found on the Lowell School grounds
From Historical Society Vice President
Audrey Jones Childs - the book ‘‘Mikwite'lman
Mikmaqi'k: Let Us Remember the Old Mi’Kmaq'’
From Trelawney Goodell o f Lexington - two
black-and-white photos from circa 1910 o f her
grandfather Charles Brewster Wheeler (Commander
of the Watertown Arsenal at the time) and his family

REMEMBERING JIM BEAN
It is with great sadness we report that one o f
our former Historical Society Councilors, Jim Bean,
passed away in March.

Jim was on the Historical Society board
from 2001 to 2010. He was a key player in getting
the $700,000 grant from the Commonwealth o f
Massachusetts for the restoration o f the Edmund
Fowle house (along with another former board
member, Richard Najarian) back in 2004 and 2006.
Jim was a dedicated and outspoken member
o f many Watertown committees, his most beloved
being the Watertown Arsenal Development Corp.
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breakdown. Historical reenactment characters are also
available to act as greeters and tour guides, if desired.
Please call the Historical Society o f Watertown at
617-923-6067 for details and a list o f guidelines.

From Liza Ketchum - the book "Mr. Francis'
History o f Watertown” by Convers Francis
Our thanks go out to all o f our donors w ho are
lelping us preserve Watertown's history for future
generations.

NEW MEMBERS
DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN
RENT THE FOWLE HOUSE
FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT?

The past couple o f years have brought several
new members to the Historical Society.
Sandra Adams
Susan Barbato
Gordon Brown
Judith Creamer
Dr. Helene Day
The Gabel Family
Cynthia Gaddy
Rebecca Grow
Elizabeth Gulezian
The Hackett Family
Walter James
Lisa Hum
Carolyn Jones
Ellen Mills
Frederick Nazarian
Todd Rivers
Paul Tamburello Jr
Michael Ward
Richard Whitney Jr
Margie Wayne
Melvin & Laura Bernstein
Armand & Leila Carbunari
The Hanson Plass Family
David Siegel & Erika Geeter
Alan S mol inski & Denise Carver

Built in 1772, the Edmund Fowle Flouse is
the second oldest surviving house in Watertown. At
the beginning o f the American Revolution it served as
headquarters for the executive branch o f the
Massachusetts government from June 1775 to
September 1776. Not only did Sam Adams. John
Adams, James Otis. Joseph Warren and other patriots
meet in this place, but the nation's first international
treaty was signed here by representatives o f the brand
new United States and the Mi'kMaq and St. John
Indians of Nova Scotia.
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Welcome to all our new members and thank
you for your support o f the Historical Society.
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OUR “MI’KMAW WOMAN”
EXHIBIT
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Have you been to the Fow le House to see the
exhibit “A Mi'Kmaw Woman's Award Winning
Legacy"? This exhibit, on loan to use from Terrie
Drew, a Mi'Kmaq tribal member, is in honor o f the
Mi'Kmaq people and features the arts and crafts o f
Terries'
great-grandmother.
Madeline
Joe
Knockwood of Shubenacadie. the originator o f the
wooden rose.
A variety o f items are on display that were
hand crafted by Madeline Knockwood. including
beautiful wooden flowers and intricately woven
baskets, as well as the hand-made tools she used for
crafting.
The exhibit has been at the Fow le House for a
year now. but has been re-arranged to highlight some
new items and give others a rest. For instance, Mrs.

The South Parlor o f the Edmund Fow le House all
decked out for a party
Returned to its former glory by a thorough,
prize-winning restoration, the Edmund Fowle House
is both a museum and headquarters for the Historical
Society o f Watertown. Available for small group
rentals, this historic setting can easily accommodate
small parties, meetings, presentations, or corporate
:vents.
An event manager will be on site for the
duration o f your rental period to greet your guests and
assist with vendor coordination o f setup and
5

KnockwoocTs formal regalia is now laying on display
in the glass case. Hanging textiles for too long is not
good for them, as it puts a strain on the fibers and
could damage the materials.

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn o f the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need o f a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david7Lsaurolandscapinu.com

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication o f
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip :______________________________
Email:

Terrie Drew stands beside a display o f her great
grandmother ’s hand-made regalia
This exhibit, as well as our “Watertown in the
Civil War'" exhibit is available for viewing on the 3rd
Sunday o f the month - see our website for viewing
hours. Terrie is here when the exhibit is open to
interpret the artifacts and answer any questions.
Since the exhibit opened she has given talks
about the Mi'Kmaq people, their culture, and her well
known great-grandmother. Last July she gave a talk
at the Senior Center. Her talk was filmed by the local
cable station and can be viewed on their website at
wcatv.org/7post_type =page&s=senior+center.
In August, she spoke at The Residence, the
new independent/assisted living facility on Summer
Street. Here she presented an informal educational
session on Native Americans and in particular, the
unique relationship that Watertown has with
the Mi'kmaq people o f Maritime Canada and New
England.
In October she gave a hands-on “gallery talk"
at the Edmund Fowle House for about 20 University
o f Mass. Boston students and their professor. She
gives this same type o f gallery talk to exhibit visitors
every month. Viewing o f the exhibits is free to the
public.

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Margie Wayne - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary
Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Ruth Arena
Robert Childs
Karl Neugebauer
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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