
How to Download Free eBooks & Audiobooks to an Apple Device 
 
 

The Minuteman Library Network and the Watertown Free Public Library subscribe to a service called 
Overdrive.  Overdrive allows you to check out free eBooks and audiobooks to your device. 

 

Compatible Formats: 
 

 Kindle eBook 

 MP3 Audiobook 
 

How to Download a Kindle eBook: 
 
1. There are two ways to read Kindle eBooks on your Apple device.  You may download the Kindle App 

from the Apple App Store OR you may use the Kindle Cloud Reader to read right in your Safari, 
Chrome or Firefox browser  

 Kindle App:  If you want to use the Kindle App, download it from the Apple App Store 

 Cloud Reader:  If you want to read in your browser, visit www.read.amazon.com to create an 
account then proceed to step 3 

2. Start the Kindle App and sign into your Amazon account to register your device 
3. Go to the Watertown Free Public Library’s website: www.watertownlib.org  
4. Scroll down and click on the Overdrive logo on the right-hand side of the page 

 

 
 

5. Click Sign In on the upper right-hand corner of the page so that you will see all of the eBooks owned 
by the Minuteman Library Network and the Watertown Free Public Library 

6. Enter your Library Card Number and PIN  

http://www.read.amazon.com/
http://www.watertownlib.org/


 
If you forgot your PIN, we can reset it at the circulation desk or reference desk 

 
7. If you want to browse for the perfect eBook, click on one of the categories along the left side of the 

page.  If you want to view all eBooks, scroll down to the bottom and click on View all eBooks 
 

 
 

8. If you have a title/author in mind, do a quick search on the top left side of the page and set the 
dropdown menu to Kindle Book.  You can also choose to show only books currently checked in. 

 
 

9. Make sure the title you pick says it is a Kindle Book 

 

The library has this title available in Kindle & EPUB and owns 11 copies of which 1 is available 
 

10. To download, click the Add to Cart link to the right of Kindle Book then click Proceed to Checkout  
11. Choose how long you want the item for (7, 14 or 21 days) then click Confirm Check Out 
12. Click on Get for Kindle (this will take you to an Amazon.com page to download) 
13. Click Get Library Book and enter your Amazon ID 
14. Select which device you want to send it to OR select Kindle Cloud Reader 



 Kindle App:  It downloads wirelessly to your device.  Go back to the Kindle App and the book will 
be waiting for you on the home screen (you may need to refresh the screen on the bottom right) 

 Kindle Cloud Reader:  Visit the website: www.read.amazon.com, sign in with your Amazon ID 
and your book will be waiting for you on the home screen  

 

How to Download Audiobooks 
 
 

1. Download and install the Overdrive Media Console App (Install it on your computer for iPods and 
iPhones) from the Apple App Store or visit: http://www.overdrive.com/software/omc/  

2. Authenticate your device with your Adobe ID or create an Adobe ID by visiting Adobe.com 
3. Make sure iTunes is updated on your computer.  Also, with your device connected to your 

computer, click on your device in iTunes and go to the Summary tab.  Check the box that says 
“Manually Manage Music and Videos” 

4. Go to the Watertown Free Public Library’s website: www.watertownlib.org  
5. Scroll down and click on the Overdrive logo on the right-hand side of the page 
 

 
 

6. Click Sign In on the upper right-hand corner of the page so that you will see all of the eBooks and 
Audiobooks owned by the Minuteman Library Network and the Watertown Free Public Library 

7. Enter your Library Card Number and PIN  
 

If you forgot your PIN, we can reset it at the circulation desk or reference desk 
 

8. If you want to browse for the perfect Audiobook, click on one of the categories along the left side of 
the page.  If you want to view all Audiobooks, scroll down to the bottom and click on View all MP3 
Audiobooks 
 

 
9. If you have a title/author in mind, do a quick search on the top left side of the page and set the 

dropdown menu to Overdrive MP3 Audiobook.  You can also choose to show only items currently 
checked in. 

http://www.read.amazon.com/
http://www.overdrive.com/software/omc/
http://www.watertownlib.org/


 
10. Make sure the title you pick says it is an Overdrive MP3 Audiobook 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. To download, click the Add to Cart link to the right of MP3 Audiobook then click Proceed to Checkout  
12. Choose how long you want the item for (7 or 14 days for Audiobooks) then click Confirm Check Out 
13. Click on Download and save to your computer 
14. Double-click the file that was downloaded and it will open in the Overdrive Media Console – follow 

any prompts that appear to import it into the Media Console 
15. Make sure your device is connected to your computer and then click on Transfer and follow along 

the prompts.  Please make sure all the tracks you want to listen to are checked. 
16. When it’s finished, you can eject your device and will find your audiobook as a new playlist 



Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 
Can I listen to WMA audiobooks on my Apple device? 
Yes, although you first need to have the Overdrive Media Console installed on a Windows computer.  Then 
you need to download the WMA audiobook to the computer and then transfer it to your Apple device. 
 
Will I be notified before my loan expires? 
Yes. Three days before the end of the loan period, we will send a courtesy reminder e-mail about the 
loan expiration.  Once the loan period has ended, an additional e-mail notification will be sent.  
 
What happens when my loan expires?  Do I get charged for late returns? 
No, there are no fees charged for late items.  Once the expiration date is reached, your title will 
automatically be returned.  It will still show up on any devices you transferred it to, but you will be 
unable to open it.  Audiobooks cannot be returned early. 
 
How do I return Kindle eBooks early? 
Sign into your account on Amazon.com and navigate to the Manage Kindle page.  You will see all of the titles 
you have checked out.  Click on the Actions button to the right of the titles and select Return this Book. 
 
How do I return EPUB eBooks early? 
In the Overdrive Media Console, swipe across the title you want to delete.  A button on the right will 
appear that says Delete.  Click that and then select Return then Delete. 
 
May I renew the items I have checked out? 
Titles cannot be renewed, but you can check them out again when the checkout period ends. 
 
Can I download a title multiple times during the checkout period? 
Yes.  Go to the Overdrive website, click on My Digital Media Account then My Checked Out Items.   
 
How long will a title remain in my cart? 
Once you add a title to your cart, it will remain there for 30 minutes before it is automatically removed.  
 
How many titles can I have checked out at the same time? 
You can have up to 5 titles checked out at any given time. 
 
How many items can I place on hold at the same time? 
You can place up to 5 titles on hold at a time.  
 
How do I download an eBook I’ve placed on hold? 
Go to the Overdrive website, click on My Digital Media Account then My Requests.  This page lists all 
titles that you have currently placed on hold.  You'll receive an email notification once a title you have 
placed on hold becomes available.  If a title has become available since you placed the hold, an Add to 
Cart link will be displayed next to the available title.  Use this link to add the title to your cart and check 
out.  Items you place on hold will be kept in your cart for 5 days after the notification email is sent. 
 

  


